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Renewed attack on World Bank’s
support for transmigration

Survival International, Friends of the Earth and The
Ecologist, along with TAPOL, have renewed their criticism
of World Bank support for Indonesia's transmigration
programme. In a letter to Barber Conable, president of
the Bank, on 22 January, they urged the Bank to withhold
funding for the progromme until Indonesia provides
guarantees that transmigration will be carried out in
line with Bank policies on the environment, the
alienation of tribal peoples and the abuse of their right
to self-determination.

They also called for a detailed evaluation of
Indonesia's policy towards tribal peoples, as part of the
Bank's Country Environmental Study currently being
vndertaken in Indonesia.

The four signatories are concerned that transmigration,
particularly as applied in remote tribal areas, is in
direct breach of Bank policy because it separates tribal
people from their cultural identity which is a form of
extinction known as ethnocide.

The Bank's Transmigration Sector Review, published in
October 1984, recognises that the Department of
Tronsmigration has "limited capacity to influence
policies on land compensation, to resolve land disputes,
to determine appropriate parallel benefits or to monitor
treatment of isolated and ethnically distinct people”.
But, as the letter points out, nothing has been done to
overcome this deficiency. Still less is the Department of
Home Affairs capable of safeguarding Bank policy yet the
Sector Review recommends that this Department should
"organise seminars to sensitise provincial staff to the
special problems of less assimilated people". As the
letter states, the home affairs department is dominated
by appointees from the armed forces whose overriding
concern is 'national security'.

The letter also focusses on the shifting emphasis in
the transmigration programme from food crop sites to
plantation agriculture, notably to PIR (Smallholders
Nucleus Estate) sites, and quotes WALHI, the Indonesian
Environmental Forum, as warning that moves "to turn
transmigration sites into mono-culture cash-crop
production farms could prove to have even worse economic
and environmental consequences than transmigration" and
that PIR projects "in areas where there is no history of
sedentary farming will benefit only the migrants at the
expence of traditional users and owners" [Environesia,
Year 1, No. 2, 1987].

It calls on the Bank to undertake an immediate review
of the PIR programme from the social and environmental
points of view, and urges the suspension of a Bank loan
of $170 million for a Tree Crop Processing Project due to

be agreed early this year, until the Indonesian
government provides proper institutional safeguards to
protect both local inhabitants and transmigrants.

The letter draws attention to the forest fires raging
uncheckedparticularly in Kalimantan where, according to
one estimate, some two million hectares had been
destroyed by October in addition to the 3.4 million ha
lost in 1982/83, the result primarily of uncontrolled
logging. By increasing the burden on the fragile ecology,
transmigration has ployed a major contributory role. In
such circumstances, the promotion of more transmigration
would seem highly irresponsible. The Bank is therefore
vrged to prevent further migration into Kalimantan so as
not to compound the environmental problems. *

The text of this letter to the World Bank is reproduced
in  Occasional Reports No 8 For price and other
details, please turn to page 11.
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many facts, making it easier for the trial to proceed.

In North Jakarta, the first NII trial commenced on 10
December, with Tjipto Aryono alias Iyon alias Ibnu
Ichsan, 28, in the dock. He is a junior high school
teacher in Cakung, and lives in Tanjung Priok. The
charges are that he was trying to set up an Islamic state
and had given lectures urging people to stand up to the
government. Tjipto Aryono was also accused of being an
activist in a youth organisation at the Asshollihin
mosque on Jalan Walang Barv, in Tanjung Priok dockland.

Another defendant is Junemi Adnan, 37, a baker, who
allegedly entered Malaysia illegally, along with other
NII members who were wanted by the government. His trial
is taking place at the South Jakarta district court. He
is said to have been actively involved in efforts to
topple the government from 1980 to 1986, when he was
arrested. His crimes also included officiating marriages
between members of the group, in violation of the law.
The prosecution has asked for a 20-year sentence and
urged that the prisoner be not allowed to do any duties
outside the prison walls.

Other alleged members of the same organisation, named
as Dedy, Bambang and Herman will all be tried on similar
chorgles, while another named Muliansyah is said to be 'at
large'.

Yet another anti-subversion trial commenced in South
Jakarta on 9 December, with Sydhrial Zokaria alias Zaki
alias Jecky, 28, a senior high school teacher, in the

MUSLIM TRIALS

dock. Together with Jumeni Adnan, Adnan Tjipto, Sudjono
bin Salamun and fifteen others, he was accused of
attending courses on Agidah, Al Furqon and Silah Rasul
(since when has attending religious courses been outlawed
as an aoct of subversion?). The defendant is also said to
have been chairmaon of the Badan Musyawarah Wilayah
(Regional Consultative Board) of the NII.

In another trial hordly mentioned in the press, 'NII'
defendant, Sarjono alias Harun, 33, a student, faces a
possible 20-year sentence, if the prosecutor has his way.
His main crime seems to have been delivering lectures
which focussed on the need for an Islomic state, in
accordance with Islamic teachings. But the prosecutor
added a twist when he said these lectures "could have
brought disgrace upon the teachings of Islam".

The trials of two others have also commenced, but
little more has been mentioned other than their initials.

Sources: Merdeka, 12, 24 November, 14, 22 and 31
December. Jokarta Post, 23 November, 3, 12 and 15
December, and 8, 11 and 14 January. Suara Pembaruan, 19
and 23 Novermber, and 11 December. Kompas, 2 December and
4 ond 16 January. Suara Merdeka, 23 November. Surabaya
Post, 23 November. *

WEST PAPUA

West Papuans appeal against six-year sentences

Four West Papuans who have each been sentenced to six
years for activities in support of the Free Papua
Movement (OPM) are to appeal to the Supreme Court to have
their guilty verdicts annulled. The prosecutor has
announced that he too will appeal in the hope of getting
stiffer sentences for the men.

The accused are being held in Doom Son prison, in the
western region of West Papuq, (now called the Indonesian
province of Irian Jaya). The four men are:

* Nico Karet, 32 years, an employee of the Salawati sub-
district administration. He was sentenced to six years by
the Son District Court; this verdict was upheld on appeal
by the High Court.

* Adrianus Usyor, 37 years, an employee of the Son Excise
and Customs Department, who was also sentenced to six
years. His sentence was also upheld on appeal by the High
Court.

* Saul Way, 19 years, an employee of Petromer Trend
Corporation in Sele, who was sentenced initially to three
years. On appeal to the high court, his sentence was
increased to six yeors.

* Izaac Abisay, 30 years, also an employee of Petromer
Trend Corporation. His initial sentence was five years
but this was increased on appeal to six years.

The four men were tried under the anti-subversion law
and accused of engaging in activities aimed at bringing
about the creation of an independent Papuan state
incorporating what is now the 'province of Irion Jaya'.
They are said to have token part in illegal meetings
together with members of the OPM on o number of occasions
in 1983, 1984 ond 1984.

Saul Way had, according to the indictment, arrived in
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Son as a courier from Jayapura with instructions from
Markas Victoria, the OPM headquarters, calling on the OPM
in Son to carry out resistance against the Indonesian
government and armed forces.

In passing judgement, the court declared that a
mitigating factor was that they had all fronkly admitted
their involvement in these activities and had done
nothing to impede the court proceedings.

The press report of these appeals, which appeared in
the Jakarta doily, Merdeka, [19 September 1987}, provides
a rare glimpse of anti-subversion trials in West Papua
which are hardly ever mentioned in the media. The report
gives only a brief summary of the verdict without
revealing the arguments of the defence. It is not clear
whether the four accused had lawyers to assist them.

If the allegations are true, it also confirms that the
OPM is active in the most westerly part of West Popua ond
enjoys the support of people working in government
offices and private firms. X*
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I think it would be much easier if the Indonesian
government were to contribute to achieving such a
solution. Indonesia is o great power in the region.
Therefore, nothing can succeed in East Timor without the
consent of the Indonesian government. But also, we know
that Indonesia's only goal is the annexation of East
Timor. Therefore, only if Indonesla changes its attitude
will there be a solution in favour of self-determination
and independence.

How do you think that could happen? -

One way is by international pressure. But that cannot
happen if Portugal takes the position that they appear to
be taking today.

Also the role of international public opinion, the
solidarity organisations, Amnesty International and other
human rights organisations, as well as the churches, is
very important. There must be pressure for greater
liberties inside the country, wider contacts between

families. And I would also ask TAPOL to continue to
denounce Indonesian policy, and call for a proper
solution. Until we reach a political solution, we must at
least try to make some progress on human rights.

(To Vincente Gutteres) When did you leave East Timor?

I left in 1975, and later came to Lisbon with the help
of the Portuguese government. My parents are in Baucau, a
brother and a sister are in the eastern part and another
brother is studying at a seminary in Java. My family has
been lucky because no-one died during the war. Eight of
them escaped to Atambua during the conflict (between
Fretilin and the UDT) in 1975.

My father and brothers were arrested by Fretilin in
1975. Later during the invasion, some of the Fretilin

INTERVIEW

people wanted to kill them but a friend managed to
protect them, and they were told, "Each one must decided
for him/herself what to do".

(Moises do Amaral) In 1977, Nicolau Lobato (leader of
Fretilin who was murdered by the Indonesians in December
1978) said that those people who were formerly Fretilin
prisoners could join Fretilin; those who didn't want to,
could go and join the Indonesians. 1 must also say that
Indonesian propaganda which claims that many people died
during the UDT-Fretilin conflict in 1975 is not true. The
vast majority of deaths occurred from 1977 to 1979
because of the bombing and from hunger and disease. In my
region where there were so many casualities, there was no
fighting at all between Fretilin and the UDT.

(Vincente Gutteres) Even in Baucau, there was no
fighting between the two parties. And when the Indonesian
invasion occurred, this was a good opportunity for them
to be united.

It was Indonesian policy, wasn't it, to incite conflict
between the UDT and Fretilin?

(Moises do Amaral) Yes, indeed. Unfortunately, the
Portuguese also tried to do this, by giving weapons to
Fretilin. Had they wanted to, they could have stopped the
fighting between the two parties.

In his articles, Nuno Rocha says that Fretilin were the
killers, but who gave them the weapons? Herein lies the
importance of the convergence - to show that, on our own,
we have been dble to reach an accord between our two
parties, thus reaching a peaceful solution to our
problem. X

Four ITB students held for questioning

Four students of the Bandung Institute of Technology were
held for questioning after a New Year's Eve cultural
event. The arrests were announced by Lt-Col Syarwan
Hamid, information chief of the West Java Regional
Military Command. The evening was entitled: "1988, the
year of jointly considering (menyimak) the dark clouds
enveloping the country". He alleged that the event took
place without permission.

Although the evening was publicised as a musical event,
he said, there had been speeches and poetry readings
discrediting and insulting the head of state and other
officials, and inciting people to carry out shows of
feeling (unjuk rasa) on the streets. Lt-Col Hamid said
two had been allowed home but the others were undergoing
"intensive interrogation" [Kompas, 13 January 1988]

Eleven Jehovah Witnesses arrested,
including 'ex-PKlers'

HUMAN RIGHTS

Post, 5 January 1988].

A senior Department of Religious Affairs official said
that since their teachings were "radical", it was not
surprising that ex-PKI people were attracted to it. He
explained that while it was for his Department to
investigate the teachings, it was for the Attorney-
General's office and the security forces to decide on
action to be taken [Jawa Pos, 3 January 1988].

Younger generation must control ex-PKI

Eleven Jehovah Witnesses, including four married
couples, have been arrested in Eost Java, Another
fourteen are "under supervision”". Some are likely to be
formally charged for promoting "misleading” (sesat)
religious teachings, in violation of a ban of the Jehovah
Witnesses introduced in December 1976. Among those under
arrest are persons (not clear whether one or more) said
to be former members of the communist party.

The sect is said to be very active in several East Java
cities and to have spread to East Kalimantan. Since it
operates ‘illegally' and surreptitiously (sembunyi -
sembunyi), it has proved difficult for the security
forces to find out how many people are involved [Surabaya

Col. Alip Pandoyo, commander of Surakarta Sub-regional
Military Command, has called on the younger generation to
"control the mobility of PKI remnants". He said the
region of Surakarta is "unsettled" (rawan) and is in need
of constant vigilance because of the lasting threat of a
communist revival. He quoted the PKI leader, Nyoto as
saying "at the time of his trial in 1965" (sic) that
communism would return to Indonesia after the 1945
generation has left the scene [ Kedaulotan Rakyat, 16
January 1988). This is a downright lie. Nyoto was never
tried. He was murdered by soldiers on the day he was
arrested in October 1965, as he was leaving a cabinet
meeting at the presidential palace.

Banjarmasin daily banned

A long-established daily in Banjormasin, South
Kalimantan, Indonesia Merdeka, has been banned by the
Department of Information for not having the
necessary publishing permit, SIUPP. The paper dates
back to 1945, the oldest daily in the country. The
reason for the ban is unclear. The Department said
only it applied for a SIUPP in 1985 but the permit
was not granted [Suara Pembaruan, 30 November 1987].
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TRANSMIGRATION

Compulsory transmigration

To what extent do the authorities rely on pressure and
compulsion to fill their troansmigration targets? The
deepening poverty in Java is certainly the main
'incentive' forcing people to leave for what they hope
will be a better life in the outer islands.

Now, as land disputes throughout Java spread at an
alarming rate, compulsory evictions are providing
officials with the opportunity to force dispossessed
peasants to transmigrate. This is most glaringly apparent
in the case of the thousands dispossessed by the Kedung
Ombo dam (see separate item). Other cases are less well
documented, but from press reports it is possible to
identify instances where people have been forced to leave
home for an uncertain future as transmigrants.

The urban poor as transmigrants

Families in Semarang whose homes were described as
"unsightly" (kumuh) and built without approval (liar)
were ordered to vacate their homes by 1 October 1987 and
given no alternative accommodation or compensation.

The city government left their rehousing to a Catholic
agency, the Sugijapranata Social Foundation (YSS), one of
the private foundations collaborating with the government
to implement the transmigration progamme. Soon after the
families hadbeen evicted, YSS chairman, Br Servatius FIC
said it would be wrong "to force them to transmigrate as
this could be fatal" but they must speedily be "given the
motivation to decide to go of their own volition" [Suara
Merdeka, 5 October 1987]. He said transmigration was "the
only safe alternative"; if they returned to the villages
whence they fled in search of a better life in the city,
they would not be able to survive for long. This meant
that the transmigration programme must be "intensified".

Two months later, forty-nine families were setting out
on the journey to Kumai in Central Kalimantan as non-
government-funded transmigrants (transmigran swakarsa)
with expences paid by the YSS. In their new home, they
will occupy houses built for prospective transmigrants
two years ago which have since stood vacant and are
certainly in a state of disrepair. One transmigration
official welcomed the use of these vacant houses as it
%ill mean saving state funds" [ Kompas, 12 December].

The inhabitants of 232 houses situated along a road in
Semarang which was being widened for access to an
amusement centre were ordered to vacate their homes and

told that if they did not do so by the deadline, they
would be driven out and their homes demolished along with
the contents. They were low-paid factory workers, refuse
collectors, parking attendants and street vendors with no
funds to buy a house or travel anywhere. But they were
offered no compensation as they were 'squatters’. They
had in fact paid for the land but had no documents to
prove it. Most had come to Semarang years ago from the
surrounding countryside and had nowhere to go. So when
local officials including people from the transmigration
office "gave them guidance" about their future, there was
little they could do but accept the offer of

transmigration [Suara Merdeka, 11 June 1987].

The urban poor are classified by acronyms. The crudest
term now used is 'gepeng', abbreviated from gelandangan
(vagrants) and pengemis (beggars). The word 'gepeng'
also means 'flattened'. 'PGOT' (for pengemis, gelandangan
dan orang terlantar or beggars, vagrants and homeless) is
another term by which the urbon poor are now known.

According to the authorities in Central Java, 214
'gepeng' families were transmigrated from the province in
1986/87 [ Kedaulatan Raokyat, 6 November 1987]. Yet it is
well known that the urban poor do not take to being
transmigrants. One group from Jakarta who were
transmigrated to a site along the River Merdeka in East
Kalimantan have almost all left the site, having first
stolen a march on the authorities by selling off their
homes and plots to business interests in Balikpapan.

Meanwhile, families who made their homes along railway
tracks in several parts of Jokarta have been evicted to
make way for the tracks to be widened. The number of
families involved is not clear but they have all been
told, after 'consultations', to transmigrate. Fifteen of
the families were recently dispatched to a site in South
Sumatra [Merdeka, 8 October 1987].

From Surabaya comes a report that four hundred urban
poor families, some living along railway tracks, others
with homes in kampungs, and others living on the streets,
were ordered by the city government to transmigrate. In
this case however, the transmigration authorities have so
far failed to provide sites, leaving the families
uncertain about their future two years after being
ordered to leave [Surabaya Post, 5 December 1987]. %
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LAND DISPUTES

consultations about the rate of compensation.

On 17 July, the Kemusu village head wrote to his sub-
district chief complaining that several villagers,
including a man named Jaswadi, were “spreading
disaffection". A week later, on 23 July, a number of
inhabitants in the sub-district of Nglanji formally
complained to the police dbout malpractices regarding the
payment of compensation; some had received less than
half the amount promised, while others who had not agreed
to accept compensation had nevertheless been forced to
accept money.

Then on 5 August, the Semarang daily, Suara Merdekaq, a
Golkar paper, accused "elements" in Boyolali of "trying
to corner their village heads" by refusing to sign
compensat ion agreements ond demonding to have their land
certificates. Four days later, Joswadi of Nglanji village
was detained for the night and questioned by several
local officials about the complaints made to the police.

Following a supportive local journalist's report later
that month, Suara Merdeka again attacked the villagers,
especially Jaswadi, accusing them of retarding
development activities. On the same day, villagers sought
the help of the Legal Aid Institute in Jogjakarta, and a
doy later, Suara Merdeka warned that "certain elements"”
were trying to politicise the dam dispute. The LBH took
immediate action on the villagers' behalf. Then on 6
September, Jaswadi was again summoned ond told that legal
proceedings were being taken against him. [The Chronology
ends at this point.]

With such coersion to persuade villagers to attend
meetings with officials, there was widespread fear,
causing people to flee from their homes and take shelter
in neorby forests. Faced with strong pressure to
transmigrate, many men said their wives were so
vehemently opposed that they feared transmigration would
lead to a spate of divorces. Their dislike for
transmigration was bosed on the bad reports about
transmigration sites where former neighbours were now
living. They insisted that they would only be satisfied
with land-for-lond compensation. *

Methods used to seize land

Another document dated 17 February 1987 describes
official moves to take over the land needed for the
Kedung Ombo dam. The land acquisition team of government
officials and project managers:

* never consulted the inhabitants about either collection
of data (surveying) or fixing the rate of compensation,
* intimidated inhabitants who were not willing to accept
compensation,

* branded people as members of outlawed organisations,
* falsified people's signatures or thumb-prints on
documents accepting compensation,

* made it difficult for people to obtain documents needed
for various purposes,

* exerted pressure on people to agree to transmigrate,
* promised that people willing to accept compensation
would be transmigrated at the government's expence but
then charged them Rp. 220,000 a family when they left,
* orrested people on trumped-up charges,

* circulated inaccurate information to confuse people.

The villagers are not opposed to the dam being built,
the document continues. But what they do object to are
the Team's way of seizing land. Most villagers in Kemusy
sub-district were unwilling to accept cash compensation
and wanted other land near the dam instead. Land surveys
were rejected because there had been no consultation.

Workshop on Kedung Ombo dam cancelled

A workshop on the Kedung Ombo dam project convened by
the Jogjakarta Legal Aid Institute (LBH) at Gajah
Mada University campus was "indefinitely postponed"
on the orders of the Jogjakarta police.

The panel of speakers included well-known experts
on environmental problems and land rights including
Dr Loekman Soetrisno, Dr. Nico L. Kana, Professor
Otto Soemarwoto and representatives from WALH]I, the
Indonesiaon Environmental Forum and the LBH. Many
Indonesian NGOs had been invited as well as the World
Bank and the district heads of Sragen and Boyolali.

LBH officials running the workshop said they did
not apply for police permission because the workshop
was to have been an academic discussion held in
cooperation with Gajah Mada University. [ Kedaulatan
Rakyat, 31 October 1987, reported in Indonesia News
Service, No 49, 18 November 1987.]

The decision to prevent the workshop shows how
sensitive the authorities are about any discussion of
the issues raised by dam construction.

Terror and intimidation

The Jakarta daily, Suara Pembaruan reported on 24 July
1987 that dozens of villagers in several sub-districts of
Boyolali had been arrested and held by the local police
or military for refusing to accept government offers of
compensation. A policeman had held the thumb of one
elderly man and forced him to put his thumb-print on a
document the contents of which were unknown to him.

Sragen

In Sragen, another of the districts aoffected by the dam,
the local authorities have managed to impose their will
through intimidation, assisted by what appears to be a
local kebatinan {Javanese mystics) organisation.

In Soka, Miri sub-district, where land sells for around
Rp. 5,000 per square meter, 229 families rejected the
government's offer of Rp. 750 (now further reduced to Rp
730). Ten of them were chosen to make representations to
the second-leval regional assembly and to ask the LBH to
fight their case. But nine were summoned by the Sragen
police and questioned about their backgrounds. Then, the
peasants were put in touch with an organisation called
Sarana Duta Perdamaian Indonesia (Sadupi), possibly a
kebatinan organisation promoting conflict resolution. It
was not long before Sadupi had persuaded the peasants to
accept the money on offer and agree to transmigrate, a
complete climb-down. The only 'concession' from Sadupi
was a promise to press for the rehabilitation of the nine
men who hod been branded as ‘extremists’ and an
undertaking from the police to stop investigating their
backgrounds [ Kompas, 28 December 1987]. *
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TRANSMIGRATION

Dayaks ruined by plantation
economy

The following is a slightly abridged translation of an article in Kompas, on 27 December 1987, describing the impact of a
Nucleus Estate (PIR) project in Central Kalimantanon what was once a thriving Dayak com munity. The item is unusual, in
the current extensive reporting on transmigration failures, because it focusses on the bitter experiences of the local,

tribal people.

The inhabitants of Dusun Tengah sub-district used to live
a tranquil and peaceful life. Up to mid-1981 when the
South Barito district government (Central Kalimantan) and
PTP XVIII started investigating the possibility of
setting up a Special Nucleus Estate (PIR-Khusus) project
in the area, living conditions were fine.

But in 1982 and 1983, the PIR project run by PTP XVIII
began to operate. The inhabitants were told by the local
government that their land would be affected by the
project and they should be conscious (diminta kesadaran)
of the need to give up their land voluntarily, in the
interests of the project, along with and all their
standing crops.

It wasn't difficult to persuade the Manyan tribespeople
to agree even though they surrendered their lond by
signing empty sheets of paper. Altogether at least 229
family-heads in the villages of Ulu Sewu, Ulu Jaman,
Gagutar, Agung Sayu, Batuah and Baruyan "contributed" *)
land to the project.

Not long afterwards, anxieties began to plague the
villagers. "We were promised that if we handed over our
land, at least two persons per family would be employed
by PIR as day-labourers and get Rp. 2,500 a day. In fact,
only the family-head was allowed to work and the wage was
Rp 1,200 a day," said Agepson, 38, who had allowed his
one hectare of rubber and fruit trees to be mowed down by
the tractor. For four years, the families tried surviving
on Rp. 1,200 a day. "It was a bitter disappointment,"
said Kilon, 34, whose 1.5 hectares of rubber and durian
trees were turred as if by magic (disulap) into PIR land.

They are also bitter about the terms of participation
in the project. "Is it not the limit for us now to be in
debt to PIR, considering that the land they use is our
ancestral land which was previously our main source of
livelihood?' comploined Indin, 48, head of the Manyan
tribal council, whose three hectares of rubber trees were
“gobbled up" (dimangsa) by the project.

This is why most of the families do not want to live in
the houses provided and have refused to join up as
participants; of the 229 families, only 27 have joined.
"We've already made our contribution to the government,”
said Kilon bitterly.

"Of course, the PIR project has brought benefits but
for the villagers, these are out-weighed by the damage
we've suffered,”" said Bager Sugan, 50, head of Gagutar
village. The region has benefited from the creation of
job opportunities with many newcomers [transmigrants]
arriving to work as day-labourers. But against this, the
rubber and other crops cultivated for so many years at
considerable cost have simply been expropriated. "That's
what we lived from for generations, giving us Dayaks
prosperity," he said.

*) The quotation marks around this and several other
single words are retained from the original, giving the
word a tinge of irony. Longer quotes are remarks made by
villagers.

As things got worse, people had to cut short their
children's education or not give them any schooling at
all. Formerly some families were able to send their kids
to school in Palangkaraya, 265 kms to the east in Central
Kalimantan or to Banjarmasin, 385 kms to the west in
South Kalimantan. "It's not just that we can't give our
children an education any more; it's even hard to feed
the family on Rp. 1,200 a day," said Kutin. To make
matters worse, other sources of income have dried up.

* ® *

Before the project came, the entire sub-district was
covered by small-holders rubber-trees and fruit orchards.
People could tap 10 to 15 kilos of rubber o day at Rp.
200 to 300 a kilo. Since the 1987 devaluation, the rubber
price has risen to Rp 900 a kilo and fruit prices have
risen as well. They harvested fruit every ten months.

In the project, there has been confusion over the
allocation of rubber-tree stands so that participants do
not know what their rights and responsibilities are. In
the plasma part of the project, tree maintenance is
confined to strips along the road or around the plasma
office in Village 3. Trees located further in have been
left to wither and are over-run by weeds. But things are
very different in the nucleus part of the project, giving
the impression that funds to care for trees in the plasma
areas have been cut to the bone. There may well have been
leaks, yet even so, everything worked on by the
participants has to be paid for in their credit-packet
and repaid to the compoany.

Of the 22,000 hectares planned, as yet only 1,000
hectares for the nucleus and 2,000 hectares for the
plasma have been planted. After five years, there is
still no sign of a new life of prosperity. One of the
project foremen, Tamberin, 32, admits that few of the 850
family-heads working for the project expect it to bring
them a decent living. Almost every day, people leave to
find work elsewhere. "So far, 70 people have left," he
said.

He was once asked to find ten day-labourers but in
actual fact, only eight workers were needed; the other
two wages were fictional and went into someone's private
purse. Because he objected to such goings-on, Tamberin
has since been prevented from doing overtime.

* L] *

The sub-district area secretary (sekwilcam), Derlin,
regards the anxieties of the villagers as natural. Any
large-scale project affecting many people is bound to
have its victims. "That happens everywhere," he said.
According to Derlin, no promises were made by local
government officials when the land was surrendered. Nor
was anyone forced; everything was left to people's
consciousness. "If they didn't want to give up their
land, that was that,”" he said.

The economic difficulties were also described by Derlin
as natural. "I'm sure that if they stay with the project
until the rubber-trees are six or seven years old, their
income could reach $1,500 a year as planned." he said.
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