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been denied permission. Jakarta claims that human rights
reporting on East Timor ia biased and untruthful. "If the
Indonesian Government truly wishes to set the record
straight, it should allow the world community to view
conditions in East Timor first-hand."

“Information Asia Watch has obtained points to severe
problems of malnutrition and disease...in the. strife-
ridden eastern and central regions and other areas of
military conflict. Exacerbating these problems is the
Indonesian policy of restricting the movement of Timorese
farmers and others, thereby making normal crop
production...impossible... (U)nder these circum stances,
international humanitarian access to areas of need is
essential.”

A recent letter to US Secretary of State, George
Shultz, signed by forty of the one hundred US Senators
hod expressed grave concern about significant new
military operations by Indonesian troops in East Timeor
which "warrant the concern of the US Congress and the
Administration".

””When a situation is out of the public eye, that
is when the worst kind of abuses occur ??

The initiators of the letter were Senator David
Durenberger, o Republican from Minnesota, and Senator
Daniel Moynihon, a Democrat from New York. The letter
drew attention to the continuving lack of occess. Later,
Senator Durenberger said:

"When a sitvation is out of the public eye, that is
when the worst kind of abuses occur. The citizens of East
Timor deserve the same basic human rights our nation
advocates to the world, even if their sitvation is less
known. I want to make it clear that their plight is not,
and will not be, forgotten. The fact that 39 of my
colleagues have signed this letter indicates that the US
Senate will not turn their eyes from the tragedy of East
Timor.” ‘

International League for the Rights and

Liberation of Peoples

Williom Felice of the International League for the Rights
and Liberation of Peoples in New York referred to one of
the two leading signatories of the Shultz letter in a
different connection. He lambasted the US for helping
the slaughter in East Timor with enthusiasm by providing
arms at the height of the war in 1977 "in the certain
knowledge that they would be used in the genocide being
waged in East Timor".

Referring to US diplomatic support at the time of the
Indonesian invasion, he recalled how Daniel Moynihan,
then US ambassador to the UN, explained in his memoirs
why the UN was unable to act meaningfully in East Timor’s
support. "The US wished things (in East Timor) to work
out the way they did ond worked to bring this about. The
Department of State desired that the UN prove vtterly
ineffective in whatever measure it undertook. This task
was given to me and 1 carried it forward with no
inconsiderable success."

[That Senator Moynihan should be leading efforts to

protect the East Timorese against the Indonesian invaders
indicates the strength of feeling in Congress about the
country's plight under Indonesian rule.]

Williom Felice also concentrated on Indonesia's
violation of numerous UN documents. The UN's Committee of
24, or the Special Committee on Decolonisation was set up
under the terms of UN General Assembly 1960 resolutions
1514 and 1541 recognising the right of self-determination

EASTTIMOR

of peoples. Included on the list of "non-self-governing"
territories was Timor then under Portuguese rule.
"Indonesia made no objection and raised no territorial
claim," he said. One function of the Committee was to
supervise:

"...the self-determination process in non-self-
governing territories, particularly in those situvations
where the people are being asked to decide on a
constitutional formula falling short of independence or
where concern has been voiced regarding the full respect
for democratic processes during the electoral
consultation. Indonesia ignored these rules of
international law with its invasion and continuved
domination of the country of East Timor.”

Amnesty International

Speaking for Amnesty International, Sidney Jones referred
to persistent reports of executions and torture in East
Timor in 1986 and 1987. She mentioned the following:

* Armando, from Borala village, reportedly stabbed to
death trying to escape from a prison in 0ssu two days
after a Fretilin raid on a medical clinic.

* Vatxu Tani, a tribal chief in Maluro, Lore, Viqueqgue,
reportedly killed by Indonesian marines after opposing
the cutting down of cassava plants, a food staple, which
the troops claimed were providing cover for Fretilin.

* Julio Sarmenta, from Mauxiga, Hatu-Builico, Ainaro,
reportedly Iinjured while taking part in a Fretilin raid,
and later shat by Special Forces while being questioned.

* Aleixo Gutteres, formerly a UD T member and later a sub-
district chief in Maubisse, was accused of collaborating
with Fretilin. He was beaten and tortured by intelligence
troops (K0 TIS) of the regional military com mand, tried
and convicted in late 1986. His sentence is not known.

Al believes the risk of torture "is particularly great
for East Timorese arrested ond interrogated by district
or sub-district commands outside...Dili." Such people can
be detained for months before release or transfer to
Dili. On political trials in East Timor, Amnesty said:

"Repeated efforts of AI to obtain copies of trial
documents have been unsuccessful. The Indonesian
Government issued a statement in December 1986 saying
that while the court proceedings were public, "Indonesia
would not tolerate interference in her internal affairs
and would not condone requests from organisations abroad
to send special missions to attend such proceedings.”

Catholic Institute of International Relations

The London-based Catholic Institute of International
Relations, publishers of Timor Link, was represented
before the Committee by John Taylor. His petition was
primarily devoted to presenting the document, East Timor:
A Christian Reflection, which stresses that, in the
absence of a settlement, the Indonesian authorities face
widespread opposition in East Timor which can only be
concealed by violent repression. It refers to statements
made by bishops in Indonesia, Portugal, Holland, the USA,
and by Justice and Peace Commissions in many countries.
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Portuguese MP petitions

Raul Brito, a Portuguese parliamentarian from the
Socialist Party who was a member of the Special
Parliamentary Commission on East Timor in the last
Parliament and is a member of the Council of Europe,
described Indonesia's act of genocide against the East
Timorese as one of the greatest crimes against humanity
this century, comparable to the crimes perpetrated
against the Jewish people in the Second World War and the
Kampuchean people under the Khmer Rouge.

He quoted at length from o report submitted to the
Portuguese Parlioment by an MP from the Christian
Democratic Alliance, Miguel Anacoreta Correia, on his
visit to East Timor in July 1986. The report spoke about

"widespread rejection of the Indonesian occupation...
People do not feel free and live in a climate of fear.
They told us that persecutions are numerous. A tight
system of control has been installed... The Indonesians,
or more precisely the Javanese, have descended on F ast
Timor in force, not only because of the large numbers
Involved but also because they occupy positions of
dom inance in society.”

The MP reaffirmed Portugol's support for the East
Timorese .peopie:

"The Portuguese people will never accept any solution
that is not the result of a genuine, free and properly
supervised act of choice by the people of East Timor, not
si mply because of constitutional i mperatives but also and
especially out of salidarity with the people of Timor and
out of respect for international law.

"There is wide consensus in Portugal for facilitating
the task entrusted to the UN Secretary-General by the
1982 General Assembly resolution. The only thing lacking
is the will of Indonesia to comply with the resolution.”

He ended by paying tribute to the courage of the East
Timorese in fighting tor their rights, pretering death to
submission, even though they lack the material support to
win the war.

"In the present circumstances, a political soluti.on 15
the only way capable of re-establishing nor mality in the
territory... But it should never be forgotten that the
East Timorese are the principal protagonists which means
that their participation in future negotiations 1S
indispensable... Nor should it be forgotten that th-e
right of the Timorese people to exercise freely their
right to self-determination is non-negotiable.”

TAPOL's submission

Speak ing for TAPOL, Jonathan Head said East Timor is
odministered as o colonial territory with a special
status. Its military structure is also unique, under a
special military commond and treated as a war zone.

Reducing the number of villages is part of the army's
strategy for tighter population control in @ system where
security objectives and economic development go hand in
hand. Fewer villages would make it possible for troops to
have a larger presence in each population centre,
facilitating the army's task of economic management.

”World Bank's support for the birth control

programme in East Timor is a violation of the
UN's non-recognition of East Timor as a part of
Indonesia...””

Faced with opposition to integration, the colonisers
were pressing ahead to depopulate and repopulate East
Timor. Depopulation began with the genocidal war which
had almost a third of the population, and was being
continued by means of birth control. The instrument of
repopulation wos officially organised transmigration
along with informal migration.

TAPOL strongly protested against the World Bank's
support for the birth control progremme in East Timor. It
was not only an affront to the East Timorese, devastated
by a dramatic decline in numbers, but also violated the
UN's non-recognition of East Timor as part of Indonesia.
The imposition of birth control on East Timorese women
was a violation of their civil rights. Far from being a
remedy for the high death rate among East Timorese women
of child-bearing age, it was itself a major, if not the
primary, cause of that mortality.

There could be no justification for any further delay
in East Timor's right to self-determination. This only
gave Indonesia yet more time to pursue its grand design
of transforming the population of East Timor.

Other petitioners

Sister Mary Philip, SSJ, of the Hobart East Timor
Committee, came to petition on behalf of numerous local
organisations and individuals. She reminded the UN of the
many offensives launched by Indonesia since 1975:
Operation Komodo (Dragon) in 1975 which killed 50,000 to
80,000 people, according Indonesian Foreign Minister,
Adam Malik; Operation Seroja (Lotus) in 1977, involving
40,000 troops, which caused widespread famine; Operation
Keamanan (Security) in 1981 when East Timorese were used
in a 'human fence', bringing more hardship and suffering;
and Operation Sapu Bersih (Clean Sweep) in 1983, causing
yet more deaths and human rights abuses. Now, troops are
conducting Operation Kikis (Elimination), she said.
The Hobart Committee hod asked nations with diplomatic
offices in Australia about their position on East Timor.
Sweden replied: "In our view, (the principle of self-
determination) was disregarded (by Indonesia) in its
invasion of East Timor in 1975." Britain and Germany said
they had rot recognised Indonesia's sovereignty over East
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Timor. Regrettably, these countries seemed unable to
express such views in the UN, perhaps because they have
deals to supply Indonesia with military equipment.

Mgr Manuel da Silva Martins, for the Portuguese Section
of Pax Christi, concentrated on Indonesian policy to
undermine East Timor traditions and culture, ond the
pressures on the Catholic Church. "Indonesia's drive for
education would be loudable were it not an instrument
being used for political ends. Even Catholic schools have
been obliged to adopt the Indonesian language. To protect
the existence of the schools, the Church has had to
telinquish control over them not only regarding the
curriculum but also over the teaching staff, who are now
appointed and suspended without any consultation with the
Church.”

Eighty per cent of Timorese are now Catholic, as
compared with 30 per cent ten years ago. But the Church
is itself a victim of intimidation. Obstacles to the
entry of foreign missionaries have forced Mgr Belo, head
of the Church in East Timor, to rely on Indonesian
Eriests and religious to run Church affairs. However
toad their pastoral tolerance, they represent a culture
rejected by the community.

Hans van der Veen, petitioning for the Dutch Indonesia
Committee, referred to the report by a Portuguese
porliomentarian, Anacoreta Correia who visited East Timor
in 1986. He complained that security forces constantly
escorted him during his trips and also at the hotel.

EASTTIMOR

"Security forces intimidated people who would have liked
to come and talk (with me) but did not dare to show up."

He urged the UN Committee to send an independent, foct-
finding commission to East Timor. Above all, the
Committee should strive to create conditions for an act
of self-determination. "The war is going on and neither
the Indonesion military nor the Fretilin guerrilla
fighters are able to gain victory, as is recognised by

Fretilin which is in favour of a political-diplomatic
solution.”

Michel Robert, of 1'Association de Solidarite avec
Timor Oriental, wondered what had happened to people held
at the Atauro camp now officially closed. Recent i
information indicated that the majority of those released
from Atauro had been deported to strategic villages like
Cailaco near the western border. They were originally
inhabitants of villages in the extreme east and had not
been allowed to return to their places of origin.

He welcomed France's new attitude (more favourable to
East Timor) which, admittedly, was not a disinterested
attitude. "We also rejoice at the position of conscience
taken by part of the international community such as the
European Parliament which supports East Timor's right to
self-determination..." *

Portuguese journalist revives Indonesia's flagging
| fortunes

The editor and proprietor of O Tempo, a right-wing Lisben
weekly, has come out strongly in support of Indonesia’s
integration of East Timor, and has called for the
immediate restoration of diplomatic relations between
Indonesian and Portugal. His editorial ond a series of
articles viciously distorting the history of East Timor
have been enthusiastically welcomed and widely reported
in the Indonesian press. His account of events indeed
mirrors the official Indonesian version.

The first article ond the editorial appeared on 13
August, followed by others in the latter part of August,
just prior to the Portuguese Government's announcement of
its new political line on East Timor. The journalist,
Nuno Rocha, has pretentions to gain a political foothold
and has made several attempts to win a seat on the Lisbon
city council, in the National Assembly or the European
Parlioment on the Social Democratic Party ticket. He also
has many interests in tourism.

The articles appeared after Rocha had made a 24-hour
stop-over in Dili. He claims among other things that
Fretilin, not the Indonesian invaders (who he calls
'liberators’), is responsible for all the killings in
East Timor since 1975 and alleges that Portugal "should
apologise"” to Indonesia for the way it ended its presence
‘in East Timor. In a cable to the Portuguese ambassador at
the UN in New York, he asserted that "Portugal's national
interests and honour demand that the East Timor question
should become a thing of the past".

A scoop for Foreign Minister Mochtar

The Rocha campaign of support for integration is a
major scoop for Indonesia's Foreign Minister, Mochtar
Kusumaatmadja who makes no secret of the fact that he
personally arranged Rocha's visit to Dili. Mochtar's
claim that his on-the-spot decision to invite Rocha to
visit East Timor took place during an unplanned meeting
in Bangkok at the end of July is too far-fetched to be
believed.

Allegedly, Rocha happened to be in Bangkok when Mochtar
was possing through and thought he'd try his luck for an

interview at the Indonesian embassy. "Unexpectedly”,
Mochtar agreed, and even more "unexpectedly", during the
course of this "unplanned" interview, Mochtar invited
Rocha to accompany him to Jakarta that same afternoon, in
order to visit Dili. Then, the reports say, it took
Mochtar only a couple of minutes to convince General
Murdoni, who decides on all visits to East Timor, to
grant permission to this Portuguese journalist who, we
are expected to believe, appeared from out of the blue.

Reporting this unlikely series of events, Kompas (7
September] said that Mochtar's stoff in Bangkok were
"taken aback" (pusing) by his allegedly spontaneous
invitation 'because it is far from easy to get the
necessary permit to visit East Timor, especiolly for a
foreign journalist” and, they might have added, even more
especially for a Portuguese journalist. —_—

Occasional Reports No é
reproduces TAPOL's
submission to the UN
Decolonisation Committee in
August 1987. 1t deals with
indonesia's policy of
depopulating aond
repopulating East Timor by
means of genocidal killings,
bfrth control and
tronsmigration.

Price: 50 pence
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Rocha's articles could well have been written in Lisbon
long before his visit to Dili because they say nothing
about conditions in Dili, let alone anywhere else in the
country. Nevertheless, they are being widely used by
Indonesia's Uepartment of Foreign Aftairs in a greatly
intensified campaign to force Portugal to concede on the
tundamental issue of selt-determination, and to have East
Timor removed from the agenda of the UN General Assembly
this year or next year. '

Mochtar's scoop, aimed at scoring a major diplomatic
success and paving the way to Indonesia's assumption of
the chairmanship of the non-aligned movement, outshines
the continuing failure of General Murdoni to bring about
the military deteat of Fretilin in East Timor. It also
outshines Murdani's own attempt to use a Portuguese
visitor to discredit the heroic struggle of the East
Timorese people and score his own propaganda victory, for
it was Murdani who invited the Portuguese MP, Anacoreta
Correia to visit East Timor last year. Unluckily for
Murdani, the MP's report did not meet up to his
expectations and passed with hardly a mention in the
Indonesian press. %)

Significantly, Rocha tried to discredit the Anacoreta
report claiming that "he could not possibly have had
access to the same amount of information as I did in
Jokarta” [ from the editorial in O Tempo, 13 August, the
full text of which was published in Jakarta Post on 12
September.] This is a grotesque distortion for, unlike
Rocha, Anacoreta did actually travel widely in East Timor
and was far from happy with what he saw and what he heard
from the Timorese he met.

Distorting dates

For reasons thot are not yet clear, Rocha has even

%) Please turn to page é for quotations from Anacoreta

Correia's report.

distorted the facts about the date of his visit to East

Timor while the Indonesian press added to the confusion
by providing two other sets of dates. According to o
Tempo, he visited Dili on 9 and 10 August. According to
Kompas [7 September], the visit took place on 8 and 9
August while Suara Pembaruan [5 September] and Jakarta
Post [12 September] both claim that the visit to Dili
lasted from 31 July until 3 August. (The latter appear to
be the dates of his stay in Indonesia.)

In fact, according to East Timorese refugees who left
Dili in the early part of August and who agreed to talk
to TAPOL. about their experiences, Rocha's visit to Dili
lasted only 24 hours, from 1 pm on 2 August until 1.30 on
3 August.

According to Carlos Alberto Barbosa, who worked as the
receptionist at Hotel Turismo in Dili (the hotel where
Rocha stayed) until leaving East Timor for Portugal on 5
August, Rocha had lunch at the hotel after his arrival.
Then at about 3 o'clo , he went to the Governor's office
and spent two hours with Mario Carrascaloo. He then
returned to the hotel, had dinner and spent the rest of
the evening with Ignocio de Moura, an Indonesian cltizen
of Portuguese extraction, who is often required to escort
foreign visitors In East Timor.

Another Timorese refugee who was also still in Dili ot

the time explains that on the next day, Rocha went to
mass at é om, returned to the hotel for breakfast, ther
paid a visit to Monsignor Belo, the bishop of Dili, till
about 11 am. That left him two hours for a quick tour
round Dili by car before returning to the airport to
catch a plane at 1.30 pm. (In a debate with Portuguese
journalists on Lisbon Radio, he claimed to have visited a
number of places but, when challenged to say which
places, he said he could not remember the names.)
Remarkably, according to refugees, none of the security
precautions that usually precede a foreigner's visit,
such as closing off the military cemetery and other
'sensitive' oreas of Dili, were taken for Rocha's visit,
creating the impression that, for once, a visitor was
coming whom the military could trust completely. x

Portugal silent on self-determination

The new Portuguese Government, led by Prime Minister Dr
A. Cavaco Silva ot the Social Democratic Party, no longer
includes support for selt-determination tor East Timor in
its political programme, the first time since 1974 that
any Portuguese Government has failed to give unambiguous
support for selt-determination. The programme also
conflicts with the constitutional obligation for Portugal
to uphold this cruciolly-important principle.

The new programme announced in the NufionorAssembly in
September states that the Government will seek to secure,
"in harmony with the President of the Republic and in
conjunction with Parliament, a fitting solution to the
question of East Timor which guarantees full respect for
the cultural and religious identity of the Timorese
pecople and the preservation of the territory's
Portuguese cultural pattern.”

A party without an East Timor policy

The programme differs from the position previously
token by Dr Covaco Silva as prime minister of the lost
Portuguese Government, a coalition government which
included porties committed to self-determination for East
Timor. The Social Democratic Party, a right-wing party
with Thatcherite policies, has never had a policy on kast
Timor, tending rather to respond to public opinion on the
guestion. It hos close ties with both Washington and
London. Having won an absolute majority in the July

elections, it was able to form a government on its own,

Explaining the programme, a govemment spokesman sald
Portuga! now wants "more flexibility" in negotiations
with Indonesia and o rapid diplomatic solution to the
problem. The programme is "a new interpretation of the
situation, including the foct that we are in a different
position now. As a member of the EEC, Portugal has new
weapons to use against Indonesia,” he said [ The Guardion,
3 September 1987].

In fact, Portugal has already used its EEC membership
repeatedly against Indonesia. In October last year, it
boycotted a meeting of EEC-ASEAN foreign ministers
because it was held in Jakarta. Earlier this year, it
vetoed a move by the European Community to upgrade its
office in Jokarta to embassy level, and boycotted the
April meeting in Jakarta of the EEC-ASEAN Joint
Commission to discuss economic and trade relations
between the two blocs. (The next EEC-ASE AN ministerial
meeting in October will also toke place in Jaokarta.)

A major setback

The government programme Is a major setback for East
Timor. The Fretilin representative in Angola, Roque
Rodriguez, told The Guardian that the Indonesian invasion
had prevented the Timorese people from expressing their
political will. "Our people have been fighting ever since
and will continue to fight no matter what." *
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Timorese world war II hero murdered by
Indonesian troops

Reports about some of the most tragic events have often
reached the outside world months and even years later. An
example is the execution of Celestino dos Anjos who was
murdered in 1983. Celestino was the only East Timorese to
receive an Australian award for bravery during the Second
World War when he fought alongside Australion troops
agaoinst the Japanese invaders.

Celestino was murdered by Indonesion troops in the

oftermath of the massacre in Kraras, a village in the
central zone, in September 1983, when some two hundred
people were put to death os a reprisol for renewed armed
resistance. It took more than three years for the report
of Celestino's death to reach Arthur Stephenson, a close
friend who was a captain with the Australian commandos in
East Timor during the war and who went to East Timor in
1971 to deliver the medal to his friend. The two men
stayed in contact until 1975 when the invasion made
further contact Impossible. A letter informing Stephenson
of dos Anjos' death written in March 1984 did not reach
him till early this year [ The Australian, 18 March 1987]).

Strenuous etforts by Fretilin inside to troansmit news
to its external front have had their ups and downs. An
important breakthrough was the resumption of
transmissions by Radio Maubere in May 1985 but this has
had to contend with jomming operations by the Indonesians

and Canberra's refusal to grant permission tor two-way
communication with Eost Timor.

Fretilin leaders use many channels to keep the outside
world informed and have prepared numerous handwritten
documents. One is a fifteen-page document in the hand-
writing of Falintil commander, Gusmao Xanana, giving
details of the execution of 851 persons who met their
tl:lt;gths at the hands of Indonesian troops from 176 to

6

A letter signed by fifty-five East Timorese studying in
East Timor and Indonesio ond dated 25 April 198/, the
thirteenth anniversary of the overthrow of fosc15m in
Portugal, strongly denounced the general elections held
two days earlier in their country. They wrote:

"We do not have sufficient force to revolt (openly)
[bracketed in the original] against our powerful foe. We
do not have sufficient capacity to resist the greatest
power in South Eost Asiaor ASEAN. We poor students with
empty hands, cannot otfer (open) resistance to the
powerful Murdani with all his war materials. But the
tyrant Suharto and his powerful Murdoni should know that
we, the students of East Timor, follow our conscience and
our hearts by offering all kinds of passive, social,
cultural and clandestine resistance until we reoch our
sacred goal of independence for East Timor." *
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Land dispute in Kedung Ombo

Small londowners in the districts of Grobogan, Boyolali
and Sragen, Central Java who are in dispute with the
authorities over compensation for their land which is
soon to be inundated by the Kedung Ombo dam are still
standing firm against attempts to force them to accept
pitifully inadequate rates for their land.

Some six thousand hectares of land are being cleared to
make way for the dam, and altogether 5,359 families in
twenty-two villages have been required to move. Nearly 75
per cent of funding for the project is provided by the
World Bank. [See TAPOL Bulletin, No 82, August 1987.]

Farmers in several of the villages in Boyolali have
repeatedly refused to accept offers of between Rp 325 and
Rp 700 per square metre, insisting instead that they
would need up to Rp 12,000 per square metre to replace
the land they will have to relinquish. They have pursued
their demands with the help of the Legal Aid Institutes
in Jogjakarta and Jokarta, drawing attention to
intimidation by the local military and civilion
authorities. Some have been victimised by local officials
who have inscribed the initials E.T. (for ex political
prisoner) on their identity cards, bringing with it the
constant harassment to which former tapols are subjected.

A national issve

The dispute has taken on the dimensions of a national
issue with General Soepardjo Rustam, the Minister of the
Interior, Brigadier-General Pieter Damanik, head of the
Information Department of the Armed Forces, as well as
Major Hasbi, Boyolali district head, going out of their
way to discredit the farmers ond their legol advisers.

In one of his many statements to the press, Major Hasbi
admitted thot seven hundred out of 1,500 families
affected in six villoges of Kemusu sub-district, Boyolali
are still refusing the compensation on offer. He alleged
that agreement wos initially reached with the families
that compensation wouldamount to no more than Rp 370 per
square metre, but later the farmers changed their minds
and demanded Rp 12,000, allegedly at the instigation of a
lowyer identified as 'JS'. It was he, said Major Hasbi,
who incited the farmers to take their grievance to the
LBH in Jogjakarta [Suara Merdeka and Kompas, 17 July).

The farmers later wrote to the press vigorously denying
this charge. They had visited the LBH of their own
volition and it was the LBH that put 'JS' in charge of
the case, as a result of which he had since accompanied
them at all their meetings with the authorities. The
farmers also rebutted Major Hasbi's attempt to deny that
officials took a share of the compensation paid to those
farmers who had agreed to the government's terms { Kompas,
1 August 1987].

Lond-for-lond, not cash

In interviews with Suvara Pembarvan, the farmers
explained that they were not really interested in cash
compensation but felt they were entitled to get land in
the vicinity of the dam. "I've lived here all my life,
said one, "ond 1 don't want to transmigrate anywhere."

"We felt that officials were pestering us (kami di-
vber-uber) to get us to sign accords about
compensation.... One night at about 11 pm, the
inhabitants of Klewor who were refusing the compensation

offered were visited by village officials and told to
attend a meeting the next day. Because these visits had
occured on several occasions, usually late at night, many
people became very agitated.”

The pressure became so intense that some villagers left
home to hide in the forest or left for Solo in search of
work. Even after the case was placed in the hands of the
LBH, local officials pestered the farmers instead of
dealing with their lawyers [Suara Pembaruan, 24 July).

No end iIn sight to a bitter dispute

Journalists from Suara Pembarvan who visited Boyolali
and Srogen got the impression that the dispute Iis
bitterer than ever. After seeking the help of LBH offices
in Jogjokarta and Jakarta, the farmers had even reported
their grievances to the Jakarta military commander. If
they still failed to get satisfaction, they would take
the matter to the Interior Minister, such is their
frustration over the injustices they have faced.

[Statements made by Interior Minister, General Roestam
Supardjo indicate that he is not likely to listen
sympathetically to their case. During a meeting with a
parliomentary commission he alleged that reports about
farmers fleeing to the forests could not be true as
"there are no forests there, only forests of the Forestry
Department (sic)", [ Kompas, 22 July 1987].

Interviews with farmers in Soka sub-district, Sragen
revealed that they were particularly incensed by the dis-
information spread by the local Muspida, the coordination
body of military, police and civilian chiefs. Farmers had
based their demand for compensation on a series of
decrees issued over the years about compensation for land
used for government projects. The decrees had established
a price of Rp. 13,750 per square metre for first-closs
land, Rp 11,000 for second-class land and Rp 5,500 for
third-class land.

"We don't question the fact that manipulations over the
price will occur, but they should be kept within
reasonable limits," the farmers said, complaining that
local officials had corrupted so much money over the land
for the Kedung Ombo dam that the sub-district chief of
Miri offered a bribe of 25 mlllion rupichs to a local
community leader delegated to report the dispute to the
LBH and the Jokorta military command.

The district administration secretary (Sekwilda)
distorted the facts by claiming that only nine farmers
were disputing the rate of compensation. In fact, 173
farmers were involved; the nine farmers were the ones who
represented them. As for the farmers who accepted the
compensation, they were not landowners, so the question
of the rate for land did not arise. They were only
entitled to compensation for the houses they lived in.

“The iron fist is very much in evidence here,”" the
journalists were told. Many deals about land transfers
involving huge illegal poyments were not negotiated at
the local government office but at the home of the sub-
district chief. "We are strongly opposed to such going<-
on," the farmers said [ Suara Pembaruan, 26 July 198
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thing, I did what they told me to do. [ was in great
pain. As it happens, the koramil officer told me I
needn't go to kodim in Ainaro. He said | shouldn't tell
anyone at kodim that I didn't have a surat jalan aond
nothing more would happen.

Actually, I had done the trip without a surat jalan
many times but this was the first time I was found out.
It's difficult and expensive to get a surat jalan. You
have to give many bribes, cash or cigarettes. The
soldiers ask all kinds of questions. You get interrogated
by the intel. It's dreadful.

When you are travelling, you have to stop many times to
show your surat jalan. Each time you have to pay them
something. When you travel in a colt, the driver has to
pay, so he adds this to the fare.

INTERVIEW

Did you need a special document to travel?

Yes, you need a 'surat jalan'. For students, this meant
getting a letter from the school director which we had to
take to the district office (kabupaten), then to the
district military command (kodim). At kodim, we had to
see the first assistant (intel) so as to get the
commander's approval. The intel officer carried out an
interrogation. In my case, he would probably ask why 1
went to a Portuguese school, and many other things. It
was all very intimidating.

That's why, on one occasion after my mother died, |
went to Ainaro without a surat jalan. My father was ill
after being beaten up by a soldier. As he couldn't get
proper treatment in Ainaro, he went to Dili. What
happened was this:

My father had a kiosk. One day a soldier came to buy
something but didn't pay. He sent a TBO (a young East
Timorese used as a carrier and errand-boy for soldiers)

What about children going to school who have to pass
patrol posts. Do they need a surat jalan?

No, the soldiers recognise them. They are alright so
long as they show respect to the soldiers and say 'Good
morning, Sir'. The posts are run by the police and the
army. Any battalions along the way set up their own

to pick up the goods. My father told the TBO to go back
and remind the soldier that he hadn't paid. The TBO came
back and told my father to go and see the soldier. He
thought this was to fetch the payment but instead, he was
beaten up by the soldier and badly injured. Neighbours
who saw him afterwards were very upset indeed. My father
is well known locally and highly respected.

Anyway, I went to Ainaro to look after his home while
he was in Dili for treatment. When I arrived in Hato-udo,
the police asked for my surat jalan but 1 didn't have
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one. 50 1 was taken to the dansek (the local police
chief) and from there | was taken to the danramil 0323
(local military commander). A soldier started beating me
with a sandal. He punched me in the left eye and I fell
down. My eye began to swell. I couldn't get up but he
ordered me to stand up. I couldn't, so he started beating
me with the butt of his rifle. He beat me in the back so

I struggled to get up and then he struck me hard in the
chest. 1 fell down again and was having difficulty
breathing. He cocked his rifle as if to shoot me. He
shouted at me to get up. Although I was breathing with
great difficulty 1 had no alternative but to stand up.
But when 1 did, he punched me in the other eye and I fell
again. 1 wanted to cry but managed not to. I called upon
my mother's spirit. "Help me," | said to her, "l con't
stand any more of this."

I felt very bitter ond asked myself when these
Indonesians would get out of our country. I was at
koramil till the afternoon when they told me I could go
home. When 1 arrived home, the neighbours came to see
what hod hoppened. Some of them cried when they saw me.
Both my eyes were swollen, but 1 still didn't cry.

I told them that 1 had to go to Ainaro the next day
when 1 would be detained, so they gave me a 'biro' to
protect me. In our tradition, this is a kind of amulet.
They told me that before leaving for Ainaro, 1 should
bite it, then throw seven stones. 1 was in a state of
shock. Although 1 don't actually believe this kind of

posts. From Dili to Ainaro, a distance of 48 kilometres,
there are sometimes as many as twenty posts.

What about people who carry products to sell, say coffee?

No-one is allowed to take coffee to Dili. Coffee must
all be sold to PT Denok. Only they are allowed to take it
to Dili for sale. When people take vegetables or other
goods, they have to pay at each post. If not, the
soldiers confiscate the goods. This pushes up the prices
of goods sold in Dili.

SEC =S =S SE S SES

Continued from page 24

been set up in twenty-one provinces and now involved
78,118 families. In 1987/88, the number accommodated is
scheduled to increase by 37,000 families [Kompas, 16 July
1987].

One examination ot PIR projects in North Sumatra and
West Kalimantan describea the programme as being "in
tatters” and failing to meet targets. Rubber projects in
West Kalimantan were "beyond help" with rubber trees
looking tike six-month-old saplings six years after
planting. In North Sumatra, PIR land has fallen into the
hands of “shirt-and-tie (ie. town-based or absentee)
landowners", spreading cynicism dbout the programme
{Kompas, 16 July 1987]. Another report from North Sumatra
spedks about local assembly members getting land which
hod been pledged to PIR 'candidate-participants’.

Tronsmigration Department changing shape

With all the foilings ot PIR programme, government
ministers nevertheless place great nopes in it. The
piantation economy is expected to improve Indonesia's
earnings trom non-oil exports, making up tor declining
earnings from oil and natural gas. It is also expected to
become a major field of investment for foreign and
domestic private copital.

As it effectively replaces the transmigration
programme, the Transmigration Department set up in 1983
under its present minister, Martono, is now losing its
raison d'etre. More and more, the promotion ot PIR
projects has become the responsibility of the Minister
for the Promotion ot Tree Crops ond the Investment
Coordination Board (BKPM). If things proceed at their
present rate, Martono's department, already drastically
trimmed down in cash and personnel, will become the agent
for the supply of cheap migront labour from Java, and
will again become a Directorate of the Department of
Labour as in pre-1983 days.
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WEST PAPUA

West Papua raised at UN in Geneva

Several months ago, West Papuans were present in force in
Geneva for the first time, to attend the tenth session of
human rights on indigenous people and then the working
group on Indigenous people. Later, they returned to
Geneva to attend a meeting of the UN sub-commission on
prevention of discrimination and protection of
minorities. The delegation included young Papuans,
gaining experience of international lobbying for the
first time, as well as Papuans of the older generation.
Several of the delegates were also members of the Sampari
dance group which gave performances at fringe gatherings
in Geneva.

A representative of the delegation spoke at the working
group on indigenous people and had a powerful effect on
the members, much to the fury of Indonesian government
representatives who have till now been delighted to be
able to keep the issue of West Papua off the UN agenda.

In o statement to the working group, the West Papuans
said Indonesia had never been interested in the people of

West Papua, only in its enormous land expanse and its
abundance of natural resources. Its minerals and timber
have been exploited by Indonesian and foreign companies,
while Indonesia's expenditures on education, the health
service and other facilities for the Papuan people are
minuscule as compared with the capital outflow from the
territory.

The West Papuons were able to address the UN sub-
commission thanks to the solidarity of Australian
aboriginals who allowed them to make use of the speaking
time that had been alloted to them.

Although nineteen years have elapsed since the UN swept
West Papua out of its sight, after shamelessly
recognising the 1949 act of 'free' choice as legitimising
West Papua's incorporation into Indonesia, West Papuans
can take heart from the decision adopted at last year's
UN General Assembly restoring New Caledonia to the list
of non-self-governing territories under consideration by
the UN Decolonisation Committee. *

Destroying a way of life

In 1971, Robert Mitton, the Australian photographer and
anthropolist who spent many years work ing and studying in
the interior of West Papua, wrote of the Grand Valley
where the Dani people live that it was the "only place in
the world where man has improved on nature" [Robert
Mitton, The Lost World of Irian Jaya, 1983, Oxford
University Press, p. 52]. Later he wrote: "The
Indonesians are extroordinarily insensitive to the
physical beauty of Irian Jaya, to the wildlife... to the
native cultures..."

Sixteen years later, a westérn journalist visiting the
same area where the Dani live, showed just how far things
had gone. He described how all officials who come into
contact with the Dani are Golkar members. "Their
traditional farming and hunting lands are gradually being
bought up by the government... The Dani leave their
traditional houses, or honis, for 'model villages' where
they are obliged to use unfamiliar techniques... and
which take no account of traditional social structures."

Dani are forced to leave their honi, a complex of
houses for a variety of purposes, and stay in two-room
houses. "Fires are forbidden, so that Dani must either
return to the honi at night, if they can, put up with the
cold, or wear clothes instead of the traditional (penis
sheath)."

The pressure on Dani people to wear clothes continues.
Danis do not by tradition wash, but depend on rain to
wash the dirt from their skins. But the single sets of
clothes they get from the Indonesians are never cleaned
or changed, ond become filthy. "When it did rain," the
journalist- wrote, "the Danis were not washed, and their
clothes were only made wet. The result was an upsurge in
skin ]lnfection [ London Observer Service, 14 November
1984].

For the Javanese in West Papuaq, the penis sheath is a
sign of backwardness. Five months before the 1987 general
elections Wamena was described as being awash with yellow
Golkar T-shirts as a 'symbol of progress'. "For the
Indonesian authorities, getting the Dani into clothes
appears second only in importance to getting their
votes." *

WEST PAPUA

Trade union rights and Indonesian exports
to the USA

The absence of the right to orgonise democratic trade
unions could affect Indonesia's exports to the USA.
Indonesia is one of six countries under investigation
by the US government which has received a petition
from the AFL-CIO, accusing Indonesia of acting
unfairly against workers, and in particulor because
of the use of child labour. Thailand is also on the
list.

The US president already has powers to limit
imports from countries which are known not to be
implementing workers' rights as protected by various
conventions of the International Labour Organisation.

A decision will be taken after the AFL-CIO's
submission has been studied by the Administration.
According to David Shark of the division in charge of
the General System of (Tariff) Preferences at the
Department of Commerce, import restrictions could be
imposed in April next year after the White House has
satisfied itself of the validity of the AFL-CIO
complaints. Thereafter, the countries accused of
violating workers' rights would have to defend
themselves in a series of public hearings. If both
the Administration and Congress are duly convinced,
Indonesia and the other five countries would be
excluded from the list of countries enjoying special
impm]‘f rights under the GSP scheme. [ Kompas, 17 July
1987
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happened if an SPSI basis had been set up in the company
[Pikiran Rakat, 11 August 1987].

The factory produces sports shoes mainly for export to
the UK, the US and Canada. The manager claimed that
overtime is essential to meet overseas orders. "I want
them to work as hard here as workers in South Korea." He
complained that labour productivity In Indonesia was far
too low. Over there, he said, a production line of 250
workers, working a 12-hour shift (sic) produces 3,000
pairs of shoes, whereas in Tangerang, a production line
of 400 workers only produces 800 to a thousond shoes per
shift. Hence the pressure on people to do excessive
overtime. Male workers get Rp 150 an hour (about 7 dollar
cents) while female workers get Rp 120, with no extra for
overtime. [ Tempo. 22 August 1987]

Discontent explodes elsewhere

Pikiran Rakyoat's doubts about people's courage to
protest may be misplaced. On a single day, soon after tne
Eagle Factory protest, Jokarta Post published tne
following three stories:

* Forty employees at a printing works in Tangerang
dragged their manager from his office and threw him out

HUMAN RIGHTS

of the compony premises after hearing that a senior
employee had been saocked for ‘insubordination'. The
sacked man was an active trade unionist.

* About a hundred pedicab drivers and street vendors beat
up a honsip (civil guard) officer after the drivers
refused to comply with an order to move. About a dozen
hansips had come to try and force the pedicabs to move,
but the drivers, backed by street vendors, hit back,
forcing the security men to retreat. One pedicab-driver
told the press they resented the way they were treated.
"They disperse us like they would disperse animals."

* Fifty-two formers in Jember, East Java have banded
together to fight an attempt by the local sugar-mill
factory to force them to grow sugar. Their lawyer said
the farmers prefer to grow secondary crops which earn
them better profits that the low compensation offered for
sugar. Faced with such defiance, the tactory began to
destroy the farmers’ bean crops and forcibly plant the
land with sugar. %

Source: Jakarta Post, 25 August 1987]

International Red Cross activities in Indonesia

should be expanded, says TAPOL

TAPOL has written to the International Red Cross (ICRC)
In Geneva urging it to expand its work in Indonesia to
include visits to Muslim prisoners as well as to West
Papuan prisoners.

It is clear from the ICRC's Annual Report for 1986, and
for previous years, that the ICRC's work for political
prisoners held by the Indonesian regime is limited to
prisoners convicted for alleged involvement in the events
of 1965 (the so-called G30S/PKI prisoners) and East
Timorese prisoners held in Dili or in Cipinang, Jakarta.

TAPOL expressed concern that the ICRC was not
undertaking visits to the many hundreds of Muslim
prisoners held in all parts of Java and elsewhere, nor to
the West Papuan political prisoners. some of whom are
being held far from home in prisons in East Java. It also
expressed concern that work on behalf of East Timorese
prisoners was confined to prisoners held in Comarca and
Becora prisans, Dili and in Cipinang, whereas prisoners
are known to be being held in many other places of
detention throughout East Timor.

According to the 1ICRC Annual Report, its delegates
visited 92 sentenced G30S/PKI in sixteen places of
detention throughout Indonesia in o series of visits from
25 March to 20 May 1986. [This was before nine of the
prisoners under death sentence were executed.] They
carried out visits to East Timorese prisoners three times
in the year (February/March, June and November) during
which they saw 209, 226 and 254 prisoners respectively in
Cipinang and Tangerang prisons, Jakarta, and in the two
Dili prisons. [The one East Timorese woman prisoner who
was held in Tangerang, Domingas da Costa, has since
reportedly been tranferred back to Dili to serve the
remainder of her sentence there.]

1t would appear likely that these limitations to the
ICRC’s activities are not of that agency's making, though
it is not easy to understand why the Indonesian
authorities does not allow the ICRC to visit all the
different cotegories of political prisoners being held in
Indonesio.

Woman worker fights sex discrimination

A woman worker employed by the Japanese textile company
PT Indonesia Toray Synthetics, is suing her employers for
discriminating against her on grounds of her sex when
they required her to retire on her fortieth birthday.
This is fifteen years earlier than the retirement age for
men in the same company.

This is the first time a woman has taken an employer to
court for sex discrimination in Indonesia.

Nurhatina Hasibuan has worked for the company for
fourteen years. When she was informed in April this year
that she should prepare herself for retirement a month
later, she refused to comply. She continue to come into
work after the retirement date, even though her desk and
chair had been removed and she was forced to sit in the
waiting room.

She says that the company is guilty of other forms of
sexdiscrimination as well. Wages for men and women vary
greatly in many jobs; in some cases, men earn five times
more than the wage paid to women. But Nurhatina said her
lawsuit would focus on the discrimination in the age of
retirement.

She is also suing the company branch and the district
committee of the trade union federation, the SPSI, for

entering into a labour accord with the employers which
stipulates that women must retire at 40 and men at 55.
The accord concluded in 1984 came up for renewal in 1984
and Nurhatina urged at the time that the discriminatory
clause should be removed but nothing was done.

Her woman lawyer, Syanniar Mahnida, told the court that
this labour accord is in breach of Indonesian labour laws
and contravenes an international (ILU) convention
prohibiting sex discrimination in employment, which the
Indonesian Government ratified in 1984. *

[Source: Tempo, 1 August 1987]
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are still uvsed by the ruling clique to keep potentially
threatening factions of the ormed forces and the
bureaucratic elite quiescent with lucrative contracts or
positions of influence, and thus a stake in the status
quo. Even under strong IMF and World Bank pressure,
Suharto has not shown signs of changing the way he runs
Indonesia.

Towards the end of the book, Robison points out that
falling oil prices are making a strong impact on economic
policies. With the state less able to provide capital for
investment, he suggests that private capital will be
colled upon to take its place, enhancing the influence of
the capitalist class. But we were told earlier that many
indigenous capitalista are quite unable to fund the
necessary levels of investment. And foreign capital
investment has declined steadily under increasing
regulation intended to support indigenous capitalists.
Though they now tend to operate through local partners,
foreign companies are likely to lose confidence in
Indonesia as the economy deteriorates, reducing
investment, especially if corruption persists, as it is
bound to under Suharto. Under such pressure, far from
liberalising the economy under instructions from the
West. the military might instead whip up xenophobic and
nationalist sentiment to maintain popular support.

There are also direct political consequences of the oil
price collapse. Robison gives warnings about the effects
of a world price which was then $29 a barrel. But the
price later fell below $10 and is unlikely to stay above
$20 in the long term. A whole state-subsidised middle
class in Indonesia has prospered on the spin-off from
spending on development projects. This class includes the
small-scale entrepreneurs supported by the state in the

1970s. It is suffering under the present recession and
may become a vociferous opponent of the regime. Suharto
and his generals would certainly respond strongly, as
they always have to any threat to their monopoly of
power, but this time they have little with which to buy
off their opponents.

If any section of Indonesia's capitalist closs will

BOOK REVIEW

thrive in Indonesia's difficult economic climate it will
be the Chinese. Some have built up substantial overseas
business interests, and are less vulnerable to the
state's loss of spending power. They have also been the
most successful partners of the military, providing
access to international and domestic finance in return
for monopolies in importing and manufacture. This group
above all is indispensable to the ruling clique, yet it
is resented by most Indonesians and has never been able
to build any political power independent of its military
patrons. By contrast, the indigenous pribumi capitalists
are of little use to the military but they are the only
viable business-based alternative to military rule in
political terms. They have not become a successful
business group independent of state support, as Robison
admits, though many have done well individually out of
their political contaocts. Small-scale, export-oriented
industry has not taken off in Indonesia, ond the Suharto
regime now puts its faith in less viable, prestige
projects like its aerospace industry. Domestic demand in
such a poverty-stricken country remains depressed. These
circumstances give the pribumi little chance of catching
vp with the Chinese.

With the political left eliminated after 1945, it is
only logical to look to Indonesia's capitalist class for
an alternative political force to the military. Robison's
research into the various Chinese, military-owned, state-
controlled or pribumi-owned businesses is original and
invaluable, ond a remarkable achievement given the
difficult access to statistics. It is hard to imagine any
student of contemporary Indonesia being without this
book. But his research does not present a picture of a
capitalist class able to challenge the military's hold on
power, much less of a viable alternative to the present
system. Instead we have a fine picture of Indonesia's
elite at a watershed. We are still left with the
question, whot happens next? *

Jeremy Smithers
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