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Sweeping powers hit legal profession
Lawyers protest

Sweeping new powers assumed by the Justice Minister,
Lieutenant-General (retired) Ismail Saleh, and the
chairman of the Supreme Court, Lieutenont-General
(retired) Ali Said, to control and dismiss lawyers have
been sharply denounced by the the lawyers association,
lkadin (lkatan Advokat Indonesia or Indonesian
Advocates' Association) as being in viclation of the law.
The new powers are contained in a joint decision issved
by the two senior law officers at the beginning of July.

The lkadin central board felt so strongly about the
issue that they went in a group to the DPR (parliament)
in order to hand General (retired) Amir Machmud, chairman
of the DPR, a statement urging that the joint decision
be pronounced unlawful and therefore invalid. The DPR
chairman refused to see the 28 central board members.

He also refused to receive members of the Legal Aid
Institute (LBH) later the same day who wished to make
similar representations [Kompas, 15 July 1987).

The stand token by Ikadin, an organisation set up two
yeors ago under pressure from the chairman of the Supreme
Court, General Alf Said, is all the more remarkable as it
is the government's declared intention that lkadin, which
has been pronounced the sole officially-recognised
lawyers' orgonisation, wlill collaborate with the law
officers in policing and punishing members of the legal
profession.

Ikadin's objections

The Ikadin statement, which was drafted during a nine-
hour meeting attended by central boord members and
representatives of nine of Its seventeen regional
chapters [ Jakarta Post, 16 July], condemns the new powers
as being in flogrant violation ot two recent laws on the
judiciary. These are Law 14/1985 on the Supreme Court ond
Law 2/1986 on the Law Courts which are both cited in the
introduction to the joint decision as being its formal
justification. Law 14/1985 specifically upholds the
principle of the independent status of lawyers in the
performance of their professional duties, a principle
that has been violated by the new powers.

Above all, lkadin condemns the joint decision because
"t seeks to control ond supervise the lives ond

Please turn to the back page.

Draconian powers against lawyers

The new powers cover a range of alleged misdemeanours,
loosely enough defined to enable the two law officers to
act at will. Among other things, lawyers are prohibited
"from acting, behaving, assuming attitudes, using words
or issuing statements that display disrespect for the
legal system, the laws of the land, the general powers,
the courts and their officials." They are also required
to refrain from behaving unduly towards their opponents
and from acting in conflict with the responsibilities,
respect ond reputation of their profession.

The judiclary will now have powers to inflict wide-
ranging disciplinary measures against lawyers, from
verbal ond written warnings up to disbarment for life.
Under the joint decision, district court judges and high
court chairmen are empowered to inflict the lesser
punishments up to disbarment for six months, while
disborment for longer periods will be the prerogative of
the Justice Minister in consultation with the Supreme
Court Chairman.

Contents

Western powers stand by Indonesia's

ailing economy p. 2
East Timor: Growing up in an

Indonesian colony p- 4
Birth control in East Timor p. 6

Troubles hit transmigration site in Aceh p. 8
West Papuan refugee interviewed 111 p. 10
Usroh trials shift to Temanggung p. 12
Villagers persecuted for defending lond p- 13
Prioritas banned p- 15
Muslim casualty in Aceh p. 17

Book review: Internal Affairs by Jill
Tweedie p- 18




ECONOMICS

Western powers stand by
Indonesia’s ailing economy

This year's meeting of the Inter-Governmental Group on
Indonesia (IGG1) took place at a time when the Indonesion
economy was facing acute crisis. For a more than a month
prior to the meeting of Indonesia's western backers in
the Netherlands on 17-18 June, the economy had been hit
by a loss of confidence in the rupiah, reflected in panic
buying of dollars and other foreign currency.

Against this background, IGGI unexpectedly decided to
give Indonesia 21 per cent more credit than in 1986 when
Indonesia waos pledged a record $2.41 billion. The total
of $3,19 billion announced on 18 June after the two-day
meeting was well above the $2.5 billion recommended by
the World Bank in its annual report on the Indonesian
economy completed shortly before the 1GGI meeting.

If the depreciation of the dollar is taken into
account, the real vailve of this yeor's IGGI credit is
roughly the same as last year's, but the fact remains
that the officials meeting in The Hague had a last-minute
re-think of earlier intentions and decided to increase
support for the flagging Indonesian economy. The run on
the rupiah which began to look unstoppable appears to
have been a major ‘factor In their re-assessment of the
situation.

Business confidence at an all-time low

The 45 per cent devaluation of the rupiah announced in
September last year failed to renew business confidence
in the economy. The devaluation was intended primarily to
promote domestic production. In particular it should have
increased the output and export of non-oil products in
order to compensate for the sharp decline in the price of
oll ond natural gas. Throughout the boom years to 1983,
Indonesia relied for more than 70 per cent of its foreign
exchange earnings on these two commodities, so when
prices fell in 1984 ond even more dramatically in 1986,
the impact on Indonesia's economy was little short of
disastrous.

‘However, far from restoring confidence, the 1984
devaluation appears to have had the opposite effect.
People remembered the many promises made in the months
before, that devaluation would not happen. By the end of
1984, rumours were circulating that another devaluation
was on the cards. In December, these rumours fed the
first of o series of 'flights from the rupiah'. The year-
end crisis was eventually halted when interest rates were
Increased. But in May this year, the rush began again,
and continued for weeks despite government efforts to end
the crisis with two further hikes in the rate of
interest.

The lack of confidence was caused by growing cynicism
about the ability of the bureaucracy to solve Indonesia's
mounting economic problems. For several weeks after the
April elections, newspapers like Kompas and Prioritas
(bonned on 29 June) were full of articles and comments
highlighting the nature of the country's woes. A constant
theme was that tinkering with monetary measures would not
restore confidence. Despite a series of measures taken by

the government following last year's devaluation to
promote foreign investments and de-regulate trade, few
people believed the policy would work. The issve few
dared to discuss in public was that the malaise would
continue until something was done to end the import
monopolies held by members of the Suharto family [see
TAPOL Bulletin, No 79, February 1987, p. 9}

One exception was Golkar's maverick elder statesman,

Gereral Suhardiman who called o press conference early in
May to point out bluntly that money was being parked
abroad because certain monopolistic proctices frustrate
business plans. The For Eastern Economic Review wrote:
"Most [businessmen] think the government has done
nothing serious on monopolies, especially in plastics,
steel and flour among others,’ said a privote
barker....Most of these monopolies are held by groups
wlith some special relationship to the family of President
Suharto." [ FEER 4 July 1987]

Business confidence was also undermined by the enormity
of Indonesia's foreign debt now estimated to be in excess
of $41 billion, and the rapidly expanding burden of its
debt service ratio. Debt servicing now gobbles up 41 per
cent of annual foreign exchange earnings and is expected
to go on increasing as a percentage of foreign earnings
for at least the next three years.

Since December 1986, the government has compounded the
debt problem by accepting extra credit worth :l .5 billion
from Japan, the US Eximbank, the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund. While ministers claim that
these loans reflect confidence, economists and business
people fear that the economy is becoming so debt-ridden
that there will be little foreign currency left to keep
domestic industry running.

In the weeks prior to the IGGl meeting, voices were
heard urging the government to re-schedule the foreign
debt, but this was rejected out of hand. The government
was clearly set on bailing itself out with the help of
western financiers. For their part, the western banks
have enough trouble with unrecoverable debts in Latin
America ond Africo. The last thing they want is for
indonesio, now the world's sixth largest debtor state, to

start defaulting on some of its repayments.

Although there is consternation in some western circles
about backing such a corrupt regime as Suharto's, it is
still seen as politically the best thing around in Asia.
The scene was thus set for o major rescue operation
mounted by Indonesia's IGGI supporters.

Bilateral credit increased by over 60%

The 1GGI handout this year included $1.68 billion from
the multiloteral agencles, the World Bark, the Asion
Development Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the UN
Development Programme and others. This was more or less
the same as last year's multilateral credit, though it
came on top of huge special trade adjustment credits
agreed earlier this year by the World Bank and the IMF.

The bilateral aid component increased by more than
sixty per cent from $838 million last year to $1,480.8
million this year. But while some countries pledged far
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higher amounts than last year, other reduced thelr ald,
In some cases to zero. As the following table shows, four
West European countries plus Japan and the USA now
account for the lion's share of IGGI credit:

1987 19864
Japan $696.8 $473.6
France $190.0 Nii
USA $190.0 $ 86.0
Britain $179.7 $ 67.64
Netherlands $112.9 $ 70.96
West Germany $ 72.9 $ 59.1
Canada $31.8 $ 38.8
Italy $ 30.0 $ 30.0
Avustralia $ 27.9 $ 32.5
Spain $18.0 $12.0
Switzerland $ 1.5 $ 8.38
Avustria $ 7.7 $ 6.4
Finland $ 1.6 $ 24

(in millions)

New Zealand, Sweden, Belgium and Denmark made no
pledges at all.

Japan's increased support through IGGI came on top of
the $900 million credit granted by the the Japanese Exim
bank earlier this year. Japan also softened its terms,
cutting interest from 3.5 to 3 per cent and lengthening
the repayment period from ten to thirty years.

Perhaps the most unexpected increase was that announced
by the US delegation. Under the Gramm-Rudman Act which
cuts US foreign ald, Indonesia should have received only
$58 million but the US delegation in The Hague was
constantly on the phone to Washington to discuss a
sizable increase. Eventually, the legal limit was set
aside by providing food aid under PL-480 and aid
programmes [Kompas, 19 June 1987]. Such was the sense of
vrgency in dealing with this year's crisis in Indonesia.

But even more important than the 60 per cent increase
in bilateral aid is that, for the first time, the bulk is
programme aid which caon be used for conversion into
rupichs and to boost the foreign currency reserves.
Previously, IGGI ald consisted of project aid, to be used
for mutually agreed projects and tied to the purchase of
imports from the creditor country. Freed from obligatory
project implementation, 1IGGI aid is now more or less
geared to covering the country's balance of payments
deficit or in other words, compensating for the country's
inability to boost its export performance.

For the managers of Indonesia's economy who negotiated
the 1IGGI rescue operation in Holland, this was "a vote of
confidence", the kind of confidence that was lacking in
the business world ot home [Jakarta Post, 20 June 1987).

Crisis measures

Returning from the euphoria that prevailed in The
Hague, it was clear to Indonesia's technocrats that
crisis measures were needed back home to restore
confidence in rupich. Shortly after the IGGI meeting,
four leading state corporations were ordered to use 800

trillion rupiahs deposited in state banks to purchase
government securities. The effect was to create a
liquidity crisis throughout the banking system and, still
worse, in the world of industry and commerce. By soaking
up such a huge amount of rupiahs, many businesses were
compelled to sell foreign currency, reversing the
speculative outflow of foreign funds.

The business world is still reeling from the effects of

Johan Baptist Sumarlin, the
Minister for State Planning.
who, as Finance Minister ad
interim, was responsible for
introducing the shock therapy.

this shock therapy (gebrakan). While the aim was to halt
speculative dealing in foreign currency, the prime
victims have been businesses trying to make a
(relatively) honest living. Bonk credit has completely
dried up, interest rates have soared, while businesses
have seen their production plans thrown into disarray.

it is generally acknowledged that such a crisis measure
cannot remain in place for long. When the economic
managers deem it time to pump ruplahs back into the
system, it remains to be seen how long things will
stagger on before the next crisis occurs.

Press sllenced

The closedown of Prioritas (see separate item) occurred
in the middle of all these events. This paper had become
one of the more outspoken critics of the economy, but the
ban was also meant as a warning to other papers. Since
late June, the press has become far more muted about the
economy.

Underlying the controversy about the economy is the
factionalism now raging between Indonesia's top
bureaucrat, General Sudharmono, extremely powerful yet
vulnerable as the man in charge of such a creaky machine,
and General Murdani, armed forces commander-in-chief.
Both hope to become Suharto's successor, and both are
certain to use economic policy and performance as a
battle-ground for their ambitions. The tragedy is that
other newspapers who try to use any occasional
relaxations to discuss these issues could well experience
the same fate as the two papers already felled since last
October.

Western powers helped establish dictatc;rship,
says Buyung

The Indonesian human rights lawyer, Adnan Buyung
Nasution, has accused the western states in the 1GGI of
being accessories to the development of a military
dictatorship in Indonesia. In a hard-hittlng speech at a
seminar in Amsterdam convenedby Aid to Socially Deprived
People in Need (HASMIN), an institute of the Dutch Labour
Party, Buyung said that since 1947, western countries had
poured hundreds of millions of dollars into Indonesia's
economic development. By turning their faces away from
human rights violations while supporting the economy,

they must be held jointly responsible for the development
of a dictatorship.

The democratic institutions have become wedker and
wecaker and the human rights situation worse and worse.
"Yet, why have they done nothing to prevent Indonesia
from turning Into a totalitarian state?

He disagreed with a Hasmin report which expressed the
view that the New Order was a military dictatorship right
from the start in 1965. There was an attempt at first,
said Buyung, to restore democratic life, and it was a
matter for regret that IGGI countries had done nothing in
those days to help restore democracy and human rights.

[Sources: Volkskrant and NRC, 15 June 1987] X
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EAST TIMOR

Growing up in an Indonesian colony

Rogerio A.P,, 24 years old, is an East Timorese refugee now living in Lisbon. He left Dili less than a year ago. He was
still a child when the Indonesian invasion occurred. In an interview with TAPOL, he talks about how the Indonesian
occupation affected his life. The second part of the interview will appear in TAPOL Bulletin No 83.

What were your experiences of the Indonesion invasion of
Dili on 7 December 19757

I was eleven, nearly twelve, at the time. and was
living with relatives in Taibesse, a village on the
outskirts of Dili. My cousin and uncle were both in the
army, first the Portuguese army then Fretilin. 1 didn't
attend the proclamat ion on 28 November but we knew it had
taken place. At the time, the whole of East Timor was in
Fretilin's hands. There was security in the country and
Fretilin hod begun to build a new future.

But Indonesia had started crossing the border in the
region of Atsabe. We heard that Indonesia was about to
invade, though we didn't know when. Then on 7 December,
very early in the morning, the planes started coming.
huge numbers of paratroopers were dropped. On the
Fretilin side, the army was led by sergeants. There were
no officers of captain's rank or higher. Their heaviest
weapons were mausers, they had no heavy artillery so they
weren't able to defend Dili.

But many Indonesians were killed. Some dropped onto
trees and couldn't get down and were shot and killed.
When we heard the Indonesians had invaded, we fled to a
building which is now the Social Services office, a
sturdy building from which we thought we could put up a
defence. But as the Indonesions gained control of various
parts of the capital, Dili, we withdtew to Lahane on the
outskirts.

On 8 December, we children went south to Ainaro while
the older people stoyed behind to fight the Indonesians
together with Fretilin, But our side was not well armed.
Even so, our people were able to hold back the Indonesian
advance. Thus, a month after the invasion, the invaders
were still not able to enter Dare. and not till a year
later did they caopture Ainaro, about fifty kilometres
south-west of Dili.

How did Indonesion troops behave towards civilians?

1 saw many people being killed. The soldiers would just
go up to people and say, "Where's your card? They just
said the word "kartu!" If people took out a Fretilin
card or a safe-conduct card, the soldier shot them dead.
They rounded people up. I saw a whole family arrested in
Lahane and taken away to the coast. Those who tried to
resist were severely beaten.

What troops were used in the invasion?

Paratroops, red-berets, troops landing by sea, masses
of them. They looted things from the shops and houses.
They toock everything out, furniture, tables, and carried
everything off.

What were things like in Ainaro?
Things there were different. We heard about what was
going on in Dili, but life went on as usual in Ainaro. We

had enough food though some things like soap ran out
because the road to Dili was blocked. But there was
plenty of food from the gardens. And there were enough
stocks of sugar in the shops.

But we didn't go to school because we were afraid that
the Indonesions might suddenly enter the town.

What were the events leading to the fall of Ainaro?

First, Indonesian troops captured Same which is to the
east of Ainaro. There was fierce resistonce, ynder the
leadership of a Fretilin commander, Raul Isaak. They
tried to hold back the Indonesian tanks by planting mines
along the road. As the tanks came along, they were blown
up. Mony tanks were destroyed by Raul's mines. Many
wrecks can still be seen, upside-down, strewn in many
places along the road to Betano. As you enter Same, there

are two destroyed tanks, ond on the road from Same to
Betano, there are many, many more.

Betano on the coast was captured first, then Hato-Udo,
inland to the west, then Same to the north-east, and then
Ainaro. Before capturing Ainaro, they dropped many bombs
to frighten people. After that, the troops flooded in, in
huge numbers. Some were dropped from the air, others came
on foot.

Was there any attempt to defend Ainoro?

No, Ainaro was not on. easy place to defend, so the
Indonesians took control in a day. The Fretilin troops
oll left, and those who were caught were all murdered. 1
was there for o day and I saw how the Indonesians
behaved. Then we fled to the mountains, to a place called
Mau-Ulo Lau. Later others joined us. As things got worse,
more people left, fleeing to places in the interior.

How were things in the mountains?

Fine at first. Sometimes, we would go down to the town
to get provisions. We'd go in the middle of the night
when the soldiers were sheltering in holes in the ground.
In all the military posts in town, they dug holes and
slept in them for protection.

We were dble to find our way without lights because we
knew the terrain so well. When we reached the town, we
crept along in silence and went to the homes of people we
knew, our relatives and friends, who would give us things
we needed. Then we left. The Indonesian troops were in
their holes, asleep, ond never knew we'd been there.

4 TAPOL Bulletin No. 82, August 1987






EASTTIMOR

Oili. They know they can't reveal their true feelings to
the Indonesians. If | had said what I'm telling you now
when I was still there, 1 could have had my head chopped
off. But | can assure you our young people only want one
thing, independence.

1 often wonder what goes through the minds of East
Timorese we often see getting awards from Suharto or his
wife In this or thot notional competition. The government
olways makes sure @ Timorese is among the prize winners.

Of course they look happy but that's only on the
surface. They know what happens to people back home, to
t:elr own relatives. Such things are very painful to
them.

There's a constant tension among Timorese and
Indonesians, in the schools for instance. If a row brecks
out, the East Timorese kids who normally keep their
feelings to themselves will support each other when an
Indonesion kid Insults a kid from East Timor.

It also happens among the adults. During a football
match between teams from Ermera and Baucau, the Ermera
team were all Indonesians while the others were all East
Timorese. When the Ermera team won, they called the East
Timorese stupid. Everyone on the East Timorese side,
including the spectators, started beating them up. When
soldiers came to stop the fighting, the East Timorese
attacked them too, even though they were well armed.
People's feelings sometimes explode when Indonesians
start insulting them.

To be continued in the next issuve.

Birth control in East Timor

Birth control is being imposed on East Timorese families
without their consent. Traditionally, East Timorese
people favour large families, a sentiment reinforced by
the grief of having loss about a third of the population
in the last eleven years. Widespread adherence to
Catholicism further reinforces the opposition to birth
control.

The birth control programme in East Timor has the
active support of the World Bank, a UN agency, which
contributed 95 per cent of the costs of building the
programme's 'provincial’ office in Dili [ Berita Yudha, 26
April 1985]. This is despite the fact that the UN does
not recognise Indonesian integration.

According to recent statements by officials of the
National Family Planning Board (BK KBN), the birth control
progromme in East Timor is now nearing completion of the
first stage, when fifteen per cent of child-bearing
families are targetted to become acceptors of the pill,
injections or the spiral (IUD). According to BKKBN
figures, there are 80,000 East Timorese couples of child-
bearing age, so twelve thousand couples should be
practising birth control when stage one is completed next
year.

Evidence that East Timorese women resist the programme
became public when two Catholic priests from East Timor,
Mariano Soares and Yoseph Capital, visited Dr Haryono
Suyono, BKK BN head, to warn him that East Timor women
object to using contraceptives [Merdeka, 19 May 1987].

Although Dr Haryono agreed that Church-favoured methods
of abstinence should play a role, there has been no
change in the focus on contraceptives. Two weeks later
the Eost Timor BK KBN office announced it was raising its
target of acceptors and plans to recruit seven thousand
new acceptors by March 1988 bringing the total number of
women in the programme to eleven thousand [ Merdekaq, 2
June 1987).

Birth control ond the high mortality among women

Dr Haryono claims that birth control contributes to
improving the health of mothers and babies in East Timor
where mortality rates are exceptionally high. He admits
that the death rate among women during pregnancy and
childbirth is between twenty and twenty-five per cent
(Merdeka, 19 May 1987). Indonesian officials also refer
frequently to an alarming mortolity rote among babies,
though figures published in the press are not precise
enough to be used for analytical purposes. The health
authorities considered the problem so serious that a two-
day seminar on the mortality rate among babies was held
in May this year [Jakarta Post, 14 May 1987].

Information from resistonce sources in Dili draws a
very different conclusion about the link between the high
death rate among women during pregnancy and childbirth
and birth control. A document signed by Jaquel Machado
and dated 14 April 1987 reveals the following:

* Birth control piils, capsuies and 1UDs are freely
distributed to ona pressed upon women.

* Pregnant women are often persuaded to have treatment
and injections with harmful consequences for the ovary or
feotus, resulting in a miscarriage. They therefore avoid
attending ante-natal clinics or giving birth in maternity
wards which means giving birth without proper care. If
there are complications, the risks are very high.

* Women with diseased ovaries, often the result of
unsupervised contraceptive usage, are prevailed vpon to
have their ovary removed.

* Newly-married women are advised to be sterilised and
told it will improve their health and keep them young.
* In schools, colleges and family-welfare clinics, there
Is persistent propogonda about birth control and the
advantages of having small families.

* Women who practising birth control suffer ancemiaq, loss
of blood and other disorders which often prove fatal.
* Whereas birth control pills and IUDs are distributed
free of charge, medicine even for common ailments is in
short supply ond very expensive. It costs at least five
thousand rupiahs to consult a doctor. Medical facilities
and personnel in East Timor are devoted primarily to
birth control with scant attention to health care and the
treatment of disease.

The imposition of birth control on East Timorese women
is a serious violations of their civil rights. Faor from
being a remedy for the high death rate among East
Timorese women of child-bearing age, it is itself a major
if not the primary cause of this mortality. X
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CENSORSHIP

licences (SIT). The new licence called SIUPP was said to
focus on regulating the business aspects of publishing
and aimed primarily at preventing established papers from
facing too much unruly competition. In some circles, the
abolition of the much-hated SIT system was welcomed as a
reloxation in Indonesia's press censorship lows. In
actual fact, under the new system, the government can
destroy not only the offending newspaper but its entire

business operation as well.

Nor do publishers have any right of appeal. The low
stipulates that the Information Minister must consult the
Press Council but since he is chairman of the Council,
this is nothing more than a formality.

Shortly after Sinar Harapan was banned, the former
chairman of the Supreme Court, Professor Seno Adii,
sharply criticised the government for using its SIUPP
powers to ban a newspaper [ Kompas, 1 April and Tempo, 11
April 1987]. He argued that this was an abuse of power
under the 1982 law, and that it would be better to prefer
charges against journalists in court, giving them the
right to defend themselves while not putting hundreds of
other people's jobs at risk.

Sensitivities about the economy

The axe fell on Prioritas because of an Interview it
carried in which the Indonesian ambassador to Japan
explained why Japanese businessmen are now reluctant to
invest in Indonesia. This appears to have onnoyed the
ministers and officials in charge of managing foreign
investments, all of them close to General Sudharmono who
chairs Golkar and heads the country's bureaucracy.

Prioritas has been an irritant to the Sudharmono
faction for some time. Shortly before the recent general
elections, it published an interview with Sudharmono's
son focusing on his forty or so business ventures.
Although Sudharmono's progeny was not bashful about his
accomplishments, the revelations must have proved highly
embarrassing to his father.

Another sore point for Sudharmono wos Prioritas’
preference in its reporting, during the elections, for
the PDI, the party which made small gains and which also
enjoys the support of General Murdani, armed forces
commander-in-chief, who is currently Sudharmono's chief
political rival. »

Military tighten grip on Information Department

Shortly before Prioritas was banned, three new top
appointments at the Department of information were
announced. All ate men in or close to the armed forces,
with long experience of intelligence work

The new Secretary-General is Vice-Admiral Emir Hamzah
Mangaweang, 52, former head of the Navy's information
setvice, ond loter Defence Attache ot the Indonesian
embassy in Singapore, a sensitive post usually held by o
senjor intelligence officer. He later became head of the
Navy Information Service and from there took over as head
of the Central Information Service of the armed forces,
another extremely sensitive post. The vice-admiral
received tralning In Intelligence in the UK in 1940.

Dr Edward Sinaga, 56, tokes over as Director-General
for Press and Graphics from Sukarno, an official at the
Department since pre-1965 days. After obtaining an M.A.
at George Washington University in Washington DC, Dr
Sinaga joined the personal staff of General Panggabean,
the Minister of Defence and commander of the armed
forces. He remained with General Panggabean aos his
personal assistant when he became Minister-Coordinator
for Political ond Security Affoirs and occupied the same
post with the present incumbent, General Surono.

The third appointee is Drs Soetjipto, 53, who takes
over as Director-General for Information. He received
intelligence training in 1962 and served as an
intelligence officer ot the Army General Stoff. During
this time, he helped set up the State Intelligence
Command, a body which no longer exists but which was
probably the forerunner of Bakin, the Intelligence
Coordination Agency. He has since been closely involved
with state intelligence, having worked for many years in
o variety of copacities for Bakin. First he was its
licison officer with parlioment aond later its head of
psychological warfare, propaganda and information under
the third deputy head of Bakin. He was on the personal
staff of (retired) Lievtenant-General Yoga Sugama, head
of Bakin, and Iater moved to the Information Department
with the lote General Ali Murtopo when he became
Information Minister in 1973.

John McDougall comments that the "long operational
intelligence backgrounds of the replacements are striking

and seem to anticipate significantly tighter - ond
rougher - control of the press In future than now"
[ Indonesiac News Service, No. 11, July 8, 1987, page 3-4].

Swearing in the three new officials, Information
Minister Harmoko sald the Department would "take firm
measures whenever the situation demoands" [Kompas, 24
June)]. Five days later, Prioritas was banned.

AR
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HUMAN RIGHTS

Musiim casualty in Aceh

One person has died from wounds he received when he
marched on Meuloboh, Aceh along with a group of devout
Muslims on 15 May. As they approached the town the group
was halted and fired on by troops.

The dead man, Sobirin A. Rahmin (28 years), is
described as the leader of the group of five persons, all
of them youthful, who were carrying banners with warnings
of the moral degeneration threatening Muslims in Aceh. He
died of his wounds two weeks later at Meuloboh general
hospital. The others who were with him were all arrested
[ Tempo, 30 May 1987].

On the day this group marched on Meuloboh, another
larger group marched on Sigli, also in Aceh, and were
halted at the outskirts of the town by troops who fired
on them.

some time ago of a Belgian expatriate in Jakarta
[ Merdekq, 27 June 1987]. These cases are being handled by
the local military command, which means that the accused
are likely to be charged under the anti-subversive law.

The marches took place during Ramadhan, the fasting
month, oand were intended to express dissatisfaction with
the fact that foodstalls were open during the fast ond
many people were not fasting.

Banned Muslim sects

Political trials to be held

It has olso been announced that thirty-four people,
described as ‘'white-robed people' are to be tried in
Sigli in the near future. 'White-robed people' is the
term now used for the two groups of devout Muslims who
marched on Sigli ond Meuloboh in mid-May. Few detalls
about the charges have been given, except that four of
the men are to be accused of complicity in the murder

The people involved are said to be followers of the
Bantaqglyah Islamic sect which was declared illegal by the
attorney-general's office in Aceh three years ago. The
sect wos deemed to have strayed from the tenets of
mainstream Islam in Indonesia and to have been a blend of
Islam and mysticism. According to Ali Hasymi, chairman of
the Acehnese Board of Ulamas, which supported the bon,
the sect had attracted many youngsters in secondary

schools [ Tempa, 23 May 1987]. The leading figure in the

Bantagiyah movement is Tengku Banta, 35 years, who
spreads his teachings from a remote part of Aceh, and is
now being sought by the authorities [Tempo, 30 May].

Altogether six Islomic sects have been banned in Aceh
since 1980. X

sk Showing of film about Sukarno halted 3

A short documentary film about a visit made by the late
Indonesion president, Sukarno to Irian Jaya (when it was
still known as West Irian) could not be shown because an
officer of the local military command ordered the showing
not to take place. The film was to have been shown by W.
Wandowo, editor of a local weekly magazine, at his home
in Jogjokarto, Central Java during his birthday
celebrations. The party was attended by some two hundred
people, most of them youngsters.

Wandowo describes himself as an admirer of Indonesia's

first president. He has made a habit of showing films
about Sukarno on his birthday since 1985 withant
interference by the military. When Wondowo questioned e
army officer about the ban, insisting that he had
obtained permission for the gathering, he was told that
he needed a police permit to show such a film.
Reporting the incident, Jakarta Post [2 July 1987]
suggested that the authorities have become more sensitive
about the former president's popularity since the recent
general election, when the smallest party, the PDI, made
significant gains after a campaign in which Sukarno's
photographs were prominently displayed. x
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HUMAN RIGHTS

Buyung Nasution to sue the Justice Minister

]

behaviour of legal advisers inside and outside the courts
of law. The chairmen of district courts and provincial
high courts and the Justice Minister may now supervise
activities of lawyers both in the performance of their
professional duties ond aos ordinary citizens, both
because of their general attitudes (sikap hidup) as well
as their political attitudes (sikap politik)."

"In other words," Haryono Tjitrosoebeno lkadin's
general chairman told the press, “there is no residual
freedom left to a legal adviser. Besides, their Immunity
as legal advisers which was previously acknowledged in
accordance with accepted jurisprudence has now been
flouted."

The association also stresses that the 1985 and 1986
lows stipulate that consultation with the lawyers'
association Is the pre-condition for any disciplinary
measures against lawyers. The law officers have now
sidestepped this by saying merely that the views of the
association may be heard.

The Indonesian Foundation of Legal Aid Institutes
(YLBHI) has called on the two law officers to explain to
the public in the clearest possible terms the background
and real intent of their joint decision. It argues that
the decree infringes the Criminal Procedures Code (KUHAP)
which limits disciplinary measures to judges who may
reprimand lawyers for misconduct durfng court proceedings
[Kompas, 13 July 1987).

When Justice Minister Ismail Saleh told a parliomentary
commission meetingon 15 July that he had no intentlon of
withdrawing the joint decision, whatever lkadin's views.
Kompas [16 July] reports that the public gallery was full
of lawyers. Commission meetings are not usually a public
attraction. Though the lawyers later denied this was
intended as a protest, many were wearing tee-shirts
emblazoned with a large question-mark above the words
'SKB MA-Menkeh' (Joint Decision of Supreme Court- Justice
Minister).

Meanwhile Mohammad Assegaf, a founding member of the
Legal Aid Institute, has warned that lawyers wiil now be
too scared to protect their clients against unlawful acts
by judges. The loose wording ot the decision covid mean a
lawyer facing disciplinary action even for making
critical remarks about a judge in the course of a defence
statement [Tempo, 11 July 1987].

Lawyers' organisations ordered to disband

The open clash with lkadin comes just as the judiciary
is proceeding with plans to use lkadin as the sole
organisation of lawyers, prepared to do the government's
bidding. The Justice Minister recently ordered all
lawyers' organisations except lkadin to disband.

Ikadin was set up as o forcible merger of lawyers'
organisation In 1985. At the time, it was given the
leeway to elect its own leadership, presumably on the
assumption that once set up under well-respected lawyers,
it would succomb to executive pressure or ultimately have
its leaders manipulated out of office.

The chairman ot lkadin is Haryono Tjitrosoebeno, who is
also chairman of Peradin (Persatuan Advokat Indonesia)
which has so for failed to disbond itself.

Ismail Saleh clearly expects lkadin to collaborate with
the judiciary in controlling the legal profession in
accordance with his new powers. When instructing all
organisations except lkadin to disband, he said that with
Ikadin alone acting for the legal profession, "it will be
easier for both the government and lkadin to guide and
control the lawyers' [Jakarta Post, 7 July 1987). >

ST TERTENTEN LT

The joint decision of the two law officers comes in the
wake of the Justice Minister’s one-year disbarment ot the
leading human rights lawyer, Buyung Nasution [see TAPOL
Bulletin, No 81, June 1987] Although Ismail Saleh denied
that the new powers had anything to do with his action
against Buyung Nasution, this only served to draw
attention to what lies behind this extraordinary move
which gives him the powers he did not possess when he
penalised Buyung.

Meanwhile Buyung has declared that he will toke legal
proceedings against the minister on the grounds that his
disbarment is in violation of the law. "I shall do so in
the Indonesia lawcourts and if necessary on the
international forum," he said in a statement issued on 19
May in Utrecht.

A few weeks later another lawyer, Mulya Lubis, was
victimised for speaking out in defence of Nasution.

In his statement, Nasution accused the Justice Minister
of wilfully trampling on the basic principles of law and
justice In order to achieve political aims, regardless of
the fact that this will lower Indonesia's International
standing. The minister's decision was an act designed to
intimidate all lawyers and legal advisers, undermining
the independence of the legal profession, particularly in
the defence of cases involving the abuse of humon rights,
said Buyung.

International protest

Nasution's disbarment has led to numerous protests by
international institutions and organisations, among them
the International Commission of Jurists in Geneva which
described the disbarment as "unduly harsh", the
International Bar Association in London, the Law Society
of the UK, the Netherlands Bar Council, the Bar
Association of Sri Lanka, and the Regional Council of
Human Rights in Asia. The UK General Council of the Bar
salid in a letter to the Indonesian government that the
imposition of "administrative sanctions of any kind
against Mr Nasution is wholly improper and without
justification™

The Congressional Friends of Human Rights Monitoring,
representing 133 members of the House of Representatives
and 29 US senators, has written urging the Indonesian
government to reconsider its decision and allow Buyung

Nasution to resume his professional activities. »
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