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East Timorese students
still in danger

The four East Timorese students who have been trying
since last October to leave Indonesia seem as far as ever
from their objective. Indonesian Foreign Minister Mochtar
Kusumaatmaja declared in February that Indonesia cannot
allow them to leave with Portuguese passports because
this would be tantamount to admitting that East Timor is
not part of Indonesia [ Kompas, 28 February].

Following Mochtar's statement, the Dutch embassy in
Jakarta announced that they were abandoning their efforts
to help the students leave though said that they would
continue to be in contact with the four.

The Portuguese government have now taken the matter
into their own hands and are believed to be discussing
the question with Indonesia through contacts at the UN in
New York.

He claimed that the four had forfeited their chance to
retain Portuguese citizenship when this was offered to
East Timorese underamemorandum of understanding reached
between Indonesia and Portugal. But as Mochtar knows very
well, this memorandum offered the option of Portuguese
citizenship only to those wanting to join families abroad
or those who worked for the Portuguese administration
before 1975. The students had no such option and are now
trying to extricate themselves from enforced Indonesian
citizenship over which they were given no choice.

Dutch treachery and Indonesian blockmail

Living in a state of fear

A Japanese journalist in Jakarta who has spoken to the
students, reports that they continue to be in a state of
great anxiety ond under the constant watch of the
security forces who visit them several times a week. He
writes that they are thought to be Fretilin supporters
who have sent information about conditions in East Timer
to support groups in Lisbon and Australia.

"We were told that corresponding with people abroad is
regarded as subversive. We decided to seek refuge abroad
because our personal saofety is no longer guaranteed."

They visit the Dutch embassy and the International Red
Cross office almost every day but feel that there has
been no satisfactory progress in their case.

There are cbout 110 East Timorese studying in Jakarta
but they have no organisation to support each other, so
the four are alone in their resistance [Yomiuri Shimbun,
10 March].

The Dutch government and its embassy in Jakarta must
bear primary responsibility for the danger now faced by
the students.

In a telex to the Dutch Foreign Minister on 1 March
immediately after Mochtar's statement, Lord Avebury,
chair of the Parliamentary Human Rights Group, urged
Holland to give the students Dutch travel documents to
make their journey to Lisbon, but this idea has been
rejected.

Continved on back page

The right to reject Indonesian citizenship

Speaking at a press conference in Jakarta on 27
February, Mochtar accused the Portuguese government of
using the students for political purposes by granting
them Portuguese passports [ Jakarta Post, 28 February]. He
also attacked the Dutch embassy in Jakarta for promising
the four that they would be given Portuguese passports
| Kompas, 28 February]. This was the second such oction by
the embassy, he said. The first was when they helpad four
West Papuans leave in 1984 'by giving them free tickets".
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Wanra, Kamra, Ratih, Hansip and TBO. The first three are
the ones likely to be used for security purposes during
the elections.

Wanra or People's Defence and Ratih or Trained People's
Force are under army control. Wanra functions under the
commandof Korem 164/ WiraDharma, the military command
for the whole of East Timor, whilst Ratih units function
under the 13 kodim or district military commands. Kamra
or People's Security units, which are attached to the
police, were set up more recently, following the major
military operations in 1981. During the 1982 elections,
Kamra units were given special tasks in order to give the
police a more conspicuous role than the army.

The present-day strength of these units is not known,
but figures for 1982 were given in a set of Indonesian

EAST TIMOR

military documents captured by Fretilin on 28 August
1983: 4,800 in Kamra, 7,800 in Ratih and 1,690 Kamra,
giving a total of 14,290 men. Although some members of
these units are known to have defected to Fretilin in
1983, it is not unlikely that all three units will have
increased in number since then.

The use of special para-military forces during
elections is confined to East Timor and West Papua. In
Indonesia, security round the polling-booths is largely
left to the police and the Hansip (Civil Defence).

Arms sales to Indonesia attacked in House of Lords

In a debate on the arms trade and human rights, initiated
in the House of Lords by veteran Labour politicion, 97-
year old Lord Fenner Brock way, Lord Avebury, chair of the
Parliamentary Human Rights Group, strongly condemned the
British government's promotion of “trade in weapons of
mass destruction with evil dictatorships such as those of
Indonesia and Chile".

He dealt in particular with the present military
situation in East Timor where, according to reports in
the second half of 1986, a renewed military offensive had
been launched. Lord Avebury quoted from a letter of 16
Januvary he received from the Foreign Secretary, Sir
Geoffrey Howe, which in effect confirmed these reports.
The Foreign Secretary wrote: "Military activity continues
in both East Timor and Irian Jaya.... We do... believe
Indonesian military activity to have been stepped up in
those areas where low-level conflict persists."

Lord Avebury accused British governments since 1978 of
spreading deception dbout the level of Indonesian
military operations over the years. He quoted from a
letter sent in June 1978 by a minister of state at the
Foreign Office to Russell Johnston MP who had condemned
Britain's decision to sell Hawk aircraft to Indonesia.

The letter claimed that "certain foreign observers who
have been allowed to visit the territory have reported
that the scale of skirmishing there has been greatly
reduced".

"It is not entirely accurote," Lord Avebury continued,
"to refer to a war in which at least 100,000, probably
200,000 people died as 'skirmishing’.”

Lord Avebury was equally scathing about foreign
observers who, with very few exceptions, have visited
East Timor since the occupation "as stooges of the regime
... prepared to accept the lies and propaganda fed to
them by the Indonesian forces." Requests by the
Parliamentary HumanRights Group to visit East Timor had,
by contrast, been refused point blank by the Indonesian
government. "l suspect the Indonesians would like
entirely to prevent the outside world from knowing what
they are doing in East Timor. Particularly, they do not
want anybody to observe the military operations that are
currently toking place in the territory."

[For a copy of Lord Avebury's speech and the government
minister's reply, please send 50 pence to TAPOL.]

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

First, I thank you for having reviewed my book, FUNU:
The Unfinished Sagu of East Timor, Red Sea Press Inc, New
Jersey (1986) in your bulletin of February 1987 (No 79,
page 17).

I take issue with Mr Jeremy Smithers' references such
as: "Yet, the book does not do justice to the
independence struggle... and Fretilin's resilience." Did
Mr Smithers read the last chapter entitled, "The Long
March to Freedom"?

He also wrote: "...he gives the curious impression thot
he has acted on his own in New York. Nowhere is there a
sense of working with Fretilin representatives in Lisbon
and elsewhere, and the movement inside East Timor." Well,
that's the impression Mr Smithers got by reading my book.

However, a more careful reading would show that 1 was
in constant consultation with whoever else from Fretilin
(was) present in New York for the UN General Assembly,
and with our closest friends, namely the five African
Lusophone States. More often than not, yes, | was alone,
but acted on the basis of the fundamental guidelines
approved by the entire Fretilin leadership.

I did not lose sight of the "broader campaign" but in
view of the extreme space and financial limitations, 1
could not publish a complete "who's who" in the Timor
solidarity movement. In the last part of the chapter,
"The Quality of Mercy", | referred to the solidarity
movement in broad terms.

It is ironic that only TAPOL's review of my book
questioned my loyalty to the Fretilin leadership in East
Timor. I'll be with Fretilin as long as it remains loyal
to the ideals that inspired me and many others in 1974 to
seek independence for East Timor. It is regrettable that
I had to find more justice in the mainstram media, such
as The New York Times, The Fac Eastern Economic Review,
and others.

Jose Ramos Horta

No arms for
SUHARTO
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More debts for a debt-ridden economy

The sum total of the Indonesian government's foreign debt
is now said to be $30 billion or, according to some
sources, $32 billion, plus about $7 billion of debts owed
by the private sector. Meanwhile, the debt service ratio
which measures the amount paid out for interest and the
repayment of principle as a proportion of foreign
exchange earnings is fast approaching 40 per cent, well
above the World Bank's danger threshold of 20 per cent.

Yet, the military regime has pronounced itself to be
set against asking its creditors to reschedule its
enormous repayment load for fear of dumaging its credit-
worthiness. It has decided instead to seek even more
debts in an attempt to extricate itself from its current
economic malaise. In the past two months, it has
negotiated loans of $300 million from the World Bank and
$900 million from the Japanese Exim Bank, in addition to
a syndicated, commercial loan of $350 million from
foreign, mainly Japanese, banks which was negotiated in
the closing months of 1986.

The World Bank loan

The World Bank loan is o described as a trade policy
loan. Unlike past World Bank loans, it is not tied to ony
project but is for the purpose of covering Indonesia's
balunce of payments crisis as the country attempts to
adjust to the drastic fall in its earnings from oil.
Normally such a loan would be made available only by the
International Monetary Fund. The loan will be available
for immediate use and is granted on less concessionary
conditions (faster repayment terms and higher interest)
than- all previous Bank loans to Indonesia.

The loan is basically a reward to Indonesia for the
punishing 45 per cent devaluation of the rupiah in
September 1986 and the tough budget announced by General
Suharto at the beginning of 1987, Other countries might
expect widespread political unrest to follow such severe
economic retrenchment but Suharto's repressive system of
political control has made this almost impossible, at
least in the short term.

As an indication of the crisis now engulfing the
Indonesian economy, this type of World Bank loan has
previously been reserved only for low-achievement
economies in Africa and certainly not for economies that
enjoyed the benefits of the oil boom.

The Indonesian government is also currently negotiating
a standby loan from the International Monetary Fund under
its compensatory fund facility, normally reserved for
non-oil producing countries suffering from worsening
terms of trade. Again, Indonesio stands out as a
significant exception to the rule.

The Japanese Exitn Bank loan

The Japanese Exim Bank decision to grant Indonesia a
special loan of $900 million aroused much more comment
than the World Bank loan. This is the first time, it is
repeatedly stressed, that Japan has approved a loan to
any country that is not tied to promoting Japanese
exports. The loan is to be converted by the Indonesian
government into rupiahs, for counterpart funding for
World Bank projects which would otherwise have to be
abandoned or postponed indefinitely for lack of rupiahs.
Altogether twenty-one projects will be supported. The

projects have been selected by the Japanese for their
capital-intensive bias and include projects in
agriculture, communications, road- and dam-building,
plantations and electricity. It is not unlikely that
transmigration projects, which are known to be faltering
because of lack of rupiahs, are included.

This loan will boost overall Japanese credit to
Indonesia by about 20 per cent, from $4.6 billion to $5.5
billion. Japan is, in any case, Indonesia's largest
bilateral creditor. Commentators point out that the loan
directly serves the Exim Bank's own interests as
Indonesia is the Bank's largest client and it is well

..NEW LoANS..!!

aware of the repercussions for its own prospects if the
Indonesian economy were allowed to go under.

For well over a year, Indonesia has been unable to
proceed with many of the projects funded by the World
Bank or indeed by other sources of credit because it
lacks rupiahs to fund the domestic costs. This is the
result of the sharp fall in state revenuve, forcing a
drastic cutback in the level of government investment, as
envisaged in the budget announced lost January. Efforts
to convince Japan to provide this special loan began in
mid 1986. The loan agreement is expected to encourage
other member-states of the Inter-Governmental Group on
Indonesia to provide more untied loans when it meets in
The Hague on 17-18 June to consider the 1987 handout by
western states to keep the Indonesian economy afloat.

These latest foreign loans will increase Indonesia's
overall indebtedness by more than the amounts directly
involved as they will bring into operation projects
currently not being built, for which the foreign credit
has been agreed in principle but not yet disbursed.

Embassy visits to Irian Jaya
obstructed

The Japanese, Australian and Canadian embassies in
Jakarta have all faced delays and difficulties in
sending missions to Irian Jaya (West Papua). UPI (19
February] reported that diplomats expressed "surprise |
and anger" at an apparent clampdown on travel to the
province. "Maybe they're getting nervous with the
election coming up," one diplomat said.
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Pramoedya's books are good but....

"Pramoedya's books ore indeed good as works of
literature, but a society (concerned with) security
ought not to be dazzled by their literary quality
because we must also take account of their negative
aspects."

Thus spoke (retired) General Hari Suvharto,
Indonesia's Attorney General, when appearing before a
parliamentary commission recently.

FHe was being closely questioned by Mrs Roebiono
Kertapati who wanted to know why the books of |
Pramoedya Ananta Toer had been banned even though
they were acknowledged to be literary works of
standing. She even wanted to know whether the
Attorney General had read any of the books himself
before deciding to ban them. 1

The newspaper which reported this rather unusual
exchange did not say how the Attorney General replied
but another parliamentarion who was chairing the
meeting came to his assistance, saying that if the
books had been banned, then of course the Attorney |
General must have read them first.

The final word was with the general: "We must treat
Pramoedya's books with caution because we have for a
long time studied the theories of communism and know
communism to its very roots. If we know communism to
its roots, then naturally communism knows us just as
thoroughly. So... it isn't a question of whether
Pramoedya's books are good literature. We must deal
with communism first and foremost as a question of
security...." [Merdeka, 4 December 1987]

Indonesian MPs useless,
says British MP

A delegation of Indonesian parliamentarians that visited
the British House of Commons and had a meeting with the
Foreign Affairs Select Committee came under attack by a
senior member of the Committee. The veteran Labour MP,
lan Mikardo, said the visiting MPs had "no influence
whatever" and were nothing more than appointees of
President Suharto and leaders of the armed forces.

According to the diplomatic correspondent of The Daily
Telegraph {12 Morchi: Mikardo said they were unable to
answer a single question about Indonesia "and didn't ask
us a single question about Britain".

Interestingly, the Conservative newspaper gave more
prominence to lan Mikardo's remarks than to those of a
Conservative MP, Peter Thomas, who thought the MPs were
"very representative” and welcomed their visit because
Britain is trying to have closer relations with
Indonesia.

The mission was led by Hardjantho of the PDI, deputy-
chairman of the lower house, the DPR. The other five
members consisted of Soebiyono, armed forces fraction,
Suyono and Sugianto of Golkar, Tijikan of the PPP and
Sutomo of the PDI. Besides the UK, they also visited the
Netherlands.

“Crucial” problems

O S S A I IS

Continued from page 1.

Since Mochtar claimed in his statement that "we don't
want these people and if they want to go to Portugal, let
them" [Kompas, 28 February), Jakarta should have had no
objection to the students leaving in this way. However,
Mochtar's feigned lack concern about whether the students
remain or go conceals the fear that, if allowed to leave,
the students could seriously damage Indonesia's case on
the international arena.

Joaoo Loff Bareto, the Portuguese lawyer acting for the
students has recently warned that they were being
prevented from leaving because they know too much about
the war in Timor. He feared they might soon disappear.

Until the latest Indonesion move, it was well
established that all parties involved, the Portuguese
government, the Dutch government (which represents
Portugal's interests in Jokarta) and Indonesia knew that
the four would travel on Portuguese passports. Serious
problems arose however after the Dutch embassy forced the
men to leave the embassy, threatening to call the
Indonesian police if they resisted. The students were
told agreement had been reached with the Indonesians
about arrangements for their departure.

Far from the Portuguese making political capital out of
the affair, this is precisely what Jakarte is doing. An
Indonesian statementat the UNHuman Rights Commissionin
February foreshadows a breakdown in the shaky talks
taking place between Indonesia and Portugal under UN
auspices. Indonesia is evidently infuriated at Portugal's
current diplomatic offensive regarding East Timor (see
separate item) and seems bent on using every opportunity
to malign Portugal. The students who thought they could
rely on the Dutch to help them leave have now become
hostages to Indonesian blackmail.

Before the mission left Indonesia, they were given
their marching orders by President Suharto who said their
task was to convince Dutch and British parliamentarians
about Indonesia's human rights record, to explain why
political prisoners were being executed, and to clarify
the question of East Timor "once and for all". [lan
Mikulido can hardly have realised how apposite his remarks
were!

After receiving these instructions, Hardjontho said
the three questions were regarded as very crucial because
they were frequently used "to corner Indonesia". It would
be the mission's task, he said, to persvade British and
Dutch MPs to convince their governments on these matters
[ Pelita, 3 March 1987].

While in the UK, the mission was the guest of the
Central Office of Information, a government agency,
spending only a few hours ot House of Commons.

A similar DPR mission is also being sent to Australia
and New Zealand.
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