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Many severe sentences
for Muslims

At least 129 Muslims have been sentenced in Indonesia
since December 1984 in connection with political charges.
Most were charged under the anti-subversion law. The vast
majority of the trials followed the clampdown on Muslim
activism in the woke of the Tanjung Priok massacre on 12
September 1984.

TAPOL has records documenting 129 convictions since
December 1984, though in the case of 6 of these
convictions, we have no record of the sentence passed.
TAPOL's research on the Muslim trials is by no means
complete; there is hardly any information about trials
outside Java, for example.

The breakdown of the 123 sentences known to us is as
follows:

Length of sentence Number of convictions

Under 12 months 3
From 12 to 24 months 39
From 2 to 5 years 9
From 6 to 9 years 26
From 10 to 12 years 14
From 13 to 15 years 16
From 16 to 18 years é
19 or 20 years 6
Life 2
Death 2

Breakdown by cases

The people sentenced have been charged for alleged
involvement in a variety of cases. Our records provide us
with the following breadkdown:

Tanjung Priok related cases

Four were convicted for spreading "false" reports in
advance of the Tanjung Priok demonstration, and received
between 18 and 30 months each.

Seven were convicted for alleged crimes at the time of
the Tanjung Priok demonstration and received 18 or 20
months each.

Twenty-eight were convicted for participating in the
Tanjung Priok demonstration, and received from 12 to 36
months each.

Educational courses/Pesantren Kilat

~ Seven were convicted in connection with the Pesantren
Kilat/Islamic educational course in East Java. Six

received from 8 to 20 years each, and one got a life

sentence.

Preachers
Twelve were convicted for allegedly subversive
preaching. Their sentences varied from 5 to 20 years.

"[llegal” pamphlets and subversive newspapers

Eight were convicted for producing, reproducing or
distributing pamphlets branded by the authorities as
"illegal". Their sentences varied from 10 months to 15
years. Two were convicted for editing or distributing an
"illegal" newspaper; one got é years, the other got 13
years.

Lese majeste
Two were convicted for insulting the government or head
of state. One got 12 months and the other 14 months,

Subversion/conspiracy
Two were corivicted on subversion/conspiracy charges.
One got é years, the other 7 years.

Bombing incidents

The people convicted of involvement in bombing
incidents fall into several groups. Eleven were convicted
in connection with the 4 October 1984 bombings in
Jakarta. They received between 10 and 19 years each.
Sevenwere convicted in connection withbombing incidents
in Central and East Java and received between 8 and 20
years each. Three were convicted for stealing explosives
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their cells. Now, they had to make their way through
dense forest where there was no recognisable footpath.
Many didn't have the strength to drag their own bodies
along. I still remember some who were 160 centimetres in
height but weighed less than 30 kilos. Those like me who
were reasonably healthy supported the famished.

"The forest was humid and stuffy, the heat unbearable.
We got blisters. All around us were trees with scorched
crowns, which had obviously been struck by lightening. We
could only hear birds, and didn't see a single ape.
Someone sighed: 'lf apes can't live here, then humans
can't either."

Life! Yes, we can live here

"We cut across the meanders of the Way Apo where the
waters had dried up or where the channels were marshy.
Occasionally, we came across pools of clear water with
shoals of fish, mujahir. And every time 1 saw them, a
voice within me said: "Life! Yes, we can live here."

Only after dark did the miserable procession reach the
camp. The distance of less than four kilometres had taken
eight hours. The deadly weary men discerned a strange
sort of animal on a scarcely cleared plain. These were
the huts that would serve as their dwellings. The walls
were of fresh sago leaves which at first glance, looked
like animal fur. The rest of the camp, which would now
have to accommodate 10,000 men and later on, 16,000, had
yet to be built by the tapols themselves.

"At roll-call on the first day, someone saw a lizard
shoot past. He caught it, roasted it and ate it. You had
to catch every living creature because no meat was
provided and you could get ill from lack of protein. But
we had more meat than in Nusakembangan. We ate cats, dogs
and even crocodiles, and an awful lot of mice until one
day I slit one open. It was full of worms, underneath its
skin, in its belly, and going right into its heart."

Writing without paper

What was the meaning of the strange message, "Buru.
Spoken, 1973. Written, 1975" which stood at the end of
his two books, This Earth of Mankind and Child of all
Nations?

"It shows the conditions we had to live under on that
island, that it was impossible to write. 1 did try, but
it didn't work. The forced labour was incredibly hard and
it sapped all my energy. There wos no writing equipment.
When I could, | would buy some chickens and send off the
eggs in exchange for writing material, but this was
snatched by the jailers.

"To make sure | kept mentally fit, to train my memory

and to give my friends some diversion, ! began to fe'”
them the story of Njai Ontosoroh [principal character in
This Earth of Mankind). It was passed from mouth to mouth
through the whole camp. It helped give everyone new
courage. It gave inspiration to the lads on Buru who had
totally withered and faded. 'Just take a look at what a
woman like Njai Ontosoroh achieved.' "

For a while, he was kept in solitary confinement. Even
then, he succeeded in passing on the daily instalment of
his spoken serial via friends at the daily roll-call.

Then, after being on Buru for five years, a new camp-
commander arrived. The man was an opportunist. He of fered
opportunities to prisoners with talents the chance to use
their talents in the camps. So Pram seized the
opportunity with both hands.

1986: A family wedding

Pram looked slender and frail, older than his sixty or
so years. Years in prison obviously count double.

He was the only one in the wedding procession not
wearing ceremonial dress. He wore a blue suit and apeci,
the black cap typical of Muslim men. His daughter had her
face painted according to tradition, and at the back of
her wedding attire, she had a Javonese kris strapped
under her sash.

"I don't know anyone who hates the Javanese more than
Pram, and yet is so Javanese himself," whispered Jusuf,
his publisher.

But as father of the bride, he had consented to a
traditional wedding, where he solemnly handed over his
daughter to her husband and accepted a symbolic dowry in
return.

People crowded together for the congratulations, then
ofterwards crowded round the tables of food. In an
extended, bare room, a rather pompous-looking ice
concoction was melting, ahd the guests sat stiffly in
long rows of high-backed chairs, waiting.

"Mere in this room," said Pram's publisher, "is
gathered hundreds of years of experience of being behind
barbed wire and bars.” Most of those present were ex-
tapols, former political prisoners, many of them
journalists, lawyers, publishers.

The conversation was all about extortion. They were now
free, but still suspect. Mony positions were closed to
ex-tapols, and they were rarely chosen even for the jobs
that were allowed. It was too much trouble for employers
to report to the police every month about their suspect
employees. They could only move house with the permission
of the authorities. For every trip out of town, they
needed official permission, and they weren't allowed to
go abroad....

What more does Suharto want to do with them?

Fram our special correspondent in Java.

It is now about a year since the Army security cormmand,
Kopkamtib [Operational Cormmand for the Restoration of
Security and Order], through its regional and local
cormands, the Kopkamtibda ond Koramil, started re-
investigating and checking former members of the now-
banned leftwing parties and mass organisations, as well
as members of their families. These activities are also
being undertaken by so-called 'screening teams'in every
government department and agency. Their tasks are:

* To check, control and supervise their homes, places of
work and activities.

* To carry out new purges of former members of leftwing
parties or mass organisations and members of their
families, in various civilian and military government
bodies.

* To compile data about the number of these people and
decide whether to give them 'the right' to vote in the
1987 elections, so as to increase votes for the
government'’s party, Golkar.

* To intimidate them, making them too afraid to do
anything that could be regarded as harmful to the
government.

Both direct and indirect methods are being used:

Direct control

Summoning all former tapols [takanan politik, or
political prisoners] in a sub district [kecamatan] and
calling their names out one by one, checking where they
live, where they sleep at night, where they work, who
their friends are, and telling them that checks will be
made on them in their homes at any time, without warning.

This happened for instance in Jogjokarta. Rusmi Dahono,
who lives in Parokan Kampung, Kecomatan Mergangsan, had
a job outside the district so he wasn't at home when his
home was checked. He was summoned by the Jogjakarta
Kodim [military district command] and punished by being
ordered to work for Kodim for about two months without
pay. This spread fear among all ex-tapols and their
families, binding them to their homes. As a result, their
efforts to try to earn a living were severely damaged.

In mid 1985, a nurmber of former members of now-banned
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EVERLASTING PRISONERS

organisations living in Utankayu, East Jakarta, together
with members of their families, were all summoned for re-
registration. The initials 'ET', which stands for ‘ex-
tapol', were then marked on their identity cards, even
though none of them had ever been in detention.

Indirect control

This form of control is usually employed through the
village authorities [kelurahan{ and koramils at a
person's place of work. As a result of this kind of
thing, two lecturers at the Malang Institute of Education
[IKIP] were dismissed because their parents were alleged
to have been 'ex'. [This term is repeatedly used by our
correspondent, to mean either former political prisoners
or former members of now-banned organisations.] Another
person dismissed was the camat [sub-district head] of
Lumajang, whose father was murdered during the onti-
cormmunist massacres in late 1965 when he was still a
small child. He was later sent away from home by his
mother and was brought up by his uncle.

Anarmymajor in the Udayana Military Cormmand which is
based in Bali, who had been transferred to Irian Jaya and
was about to be appointed as a bupati [district head],
was dismissed when it was discovered that his parents
were 'ex'.

Three pensioners in Jogjokarta who live in Mergangsan
sub-district were discovered to have been former members
of a leftwing organisation and were ordered to attend
roll-calls once a month. In Jogjdkarta, roll-calls are
held once every two months for all those classified as B-
category [the more serious classification for 'non-
trioble' leftwing political prisoners arrested in the
late 1960s]. All those classified as C-category are
required to attend a roll-call once every three months.
In Semarang, there are roll-calls once a month for all
the so-called 'unruly' people among the 35 tapols
released in 1979.

In many enterprises the need for redundancies because
of the economic recession is being used to justify
dismissing people on the basis of investigations by
'screening teams' approved by Kopkamtib and Kopkamtibda.
This happened in Caltex several months ago. Former
members of the banned seamen's union SBPP, as well as
former members of the banned SBPU still working in the
Public Works Department, and ex trade unionists in other
agencies, were also dismissed like this. When such a
blanket justification is used to dismiss people, it
becomes impossible for them to protest against their
dismissal or fight it in any way.

Others dismissed after being found to be 'ex' were
teachers and local government officials in Gunung Kidul
district in Central Java.

Nor should we forget the fate of the 'ex' families in
villages affected by the Kedong Ombo dam, in Central
Java. They are not being permitted to transmigrate. Their
fate still hangs in the balance; while others will be
helped to move before the waters flood their land, the
‘ex' families will be left there, exposed to any
potential danger.

Secret Kopkamtib circular

On 4 July last year, Kopkamtib issued a secret circular
with an instruction to all Kopkamtibdas and Koramils that
ex-tapols were not to be allowed to move to another sub-
district, nor even allowed to move homes within the same
sub-district, until after the 1987 general elections.
This has caused serious problems for many of our friends.
Some, for example, had already moved, but were forced to
return to their former place of residence where they have
no place to live. This kind of difficulty is also being
experienced by former members of so-called extreme
rightwing organisations.

Anyone applying for a job in government service must
complete a form with questions about their family

background, and whether anyone in their family was
formerly in a (banned) organisation. If it turns out that
the applicant's family includes an 'ex', they are
'‘advised' to withdraw their application.

All these difficulties come on top of the difficulties
caused by government spokesmen, speaking for Kopkamtib,
Kopkamtibda and other commands, alleging that ex-tapols
are engaging in political activities, even though the
avthorities know very well that virtually everything the
ex-tapols do is connected with their efforts to make a
living, to provide for themselves in the remaining years
of their lives, and to provide for their wives ond
children.

Speeches like this are commonplace these days, and are
intended to remind people that the present government
came to power in the wake of a clampdown on the leftwing
movement.

One thousand 'ex-PK1' people have
“disappeared”

Lieutenant-Colonel Sonny Soedarsono, Social-Political
Directorate Chief in East Kalimantan, claimed recently
that one thousand (the exact figure) 'ex-PK1 members'
have "disappeared” from the province and are unaccounted
for. There should have been 6,870 according to previous
figures, but when re-registration for the 1987 elections
took place, only 5,870 turned up. Surely, he said, not
more than a hundred or so could have died in the past
five years. So, where are the rest?

Madking the whole thing sound as sinister as possible,
he suggested that they must have "disguised their
identities, moved to new addresses, changed names and
altered their appearances". He realised they wouid have
had difficulty getting re-absorbed into society, finding
jobs and so on, but said the government is determined to
seek them out, wherever they are.

As for the remaining 5,870 people, it had been decided
that 309 will not be allowed to vote next year [Sinar
Harapan, 12 May]. What it was they had done to lose the
right to vote, the lieutenant-colonel did not bother to
explain.

Islamic University discussion
broken up

Soldiers and police entered and broke up o discussion
being held by the Law Faculty of the Indonesian Islamic
University (UIl} in Jogjakarta. [UIl is not a state
university, It is run by the Muslim organisation,
Muhammadiyah.] The participants were ordered to disperse,
and two students were token away for questioning.

The chair of the Faculty's Student Senate said students
had autonomy on campus and had the right to organise
campus discussions without external interference. The
dissolution of this gathering was therefore very
regrettable. About 70 people were attending the
discussion. One of the students questioned later said the
police had declared that permits were required for such a
meeting.

STOP PRESS

West Papuan Deportee returns to Vanimo

One of the 12 West Papuans forcibly deported to Indonesia
last October has returned to PNG after being tortured in
a Jayapura prison. Aben Pagawak, 31, of Kilila Village,
one of the deportees released by the Indonesians after
several months in detention, said they had been tortured
to get information about the OPM [PNG Times, 31 May]
Bishop John Etheridge, Bishop of Vanimo, criticised the
PNG authorities for putting the man on trial for illegal
entry, and sentencing him to two months' hard labour.
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its cue from Armed Forces commander, General Benny
Murdani, that has pushed the issue the farthest. Their
response suggests that, whatever Jenkins' intentions may
have been, the article has had o destablising effect
within the Armed Forces. Moreover, their response has
brought into the open the underlying distrust between the
defence establishments in Indonesia and Australia.

It was on 21 April, just as the chorus of anger seemed
to be subsiding, that Murdani refuelled the row by
threatening to end defence contacts with Australia, and
to put a stop to all military co-operation agreements. He
warned that "the Indonesion armed forces feel obliged to
defend the honour of the head of State and his family"
[ Sydney Morning Herald, 22 April].

The way Murdani phrased his defence of Suharto suggests
that he was sending warning signals to many ranking
officers who are less. than happy with Suharto and his
family. Inside sources report that many younger-
generation generals have adopted the slogan: "We are
loyal to the Armed Forces, not to any individual". In
other words, Murdani knows that the renewed public
interest in Suharto's billions could encourage those now
climbing up in the hierarchy of the Armed Forces to
criticise the top leadership.

Avstrolion tourists hit

The day after Murdani's intervention, Indonesia
suddenly announced that visa-free entry for all
Australians was withdrawn. When a planeload of tourists
landed in Bali that morning without visas and were
ordered to leave immediately, angry scenes ensved. Their
much-publicised return home to Sydney lifted the whole
issue onto the front pages of the tabloid press.

Back in Indonesia, some ministers were horrified at the
implications of this latest twist and rushed to Suharto,
pleading for a reversal of this decision. The Great
Leader consented, but by now, the Australian Government,
up to Prime Minister Hawke himself, had decided that
things had gone too far, and criticised Indonesia for its
"capricious repudiation of the rights of Avustralians to
visit Indonesia".

"which could have served as Australian fronts" [as quoted
in The Age, 1 May]. This new conflict puts the Jenkins
article dispute inte the shade, and signifies that
Canberra-Jakarta relations are in for a rough ride for
some time to come.

Hawke promises to stop "grovelling”

The ultimate humiliation of Canberra's policy towards
Indonesia since the Hawke Government took office come
when Prime Minister Hawke declared that his government
would not now have a "grovelling relationship" with
Indonesia. "I think perhaops there has been a
tendency...to overstate the importance of the
relationship" [Financial Review, 5 May].

East Timor and West Papuag, the victims
of Canberra's grovelling

Real source of the row

It was now dawning on Australian Labour politicians
that, regardless of the climb~down over the visa blunder,
the Armed Forces leadership in Jakaerta had decided on
all-out confrontation with Austrolia. The signs were not
only Murdani's belligerent entry into the fray but o
3,000-word article published in the Armed Forces daily,
Angkatan Bersenjata on 21 and 22 April accusing
Australians of "arrogance and conceit" towards Southeast
Asia, and claiming that Australia's national defence
thinking is dominated by a "threat from the north" phobia
[ Sydney Morney Herald, 24 April].

A week later, Angkatan Bersenjata further raised the
heat with a general attack on Australia's new defence
strategy which is to be made public shortly in a special
report known as the Dibb Report. This Report assesses
Australia's only "security threat" as coming via the
island chains to the north and discusses the scenario of
an invasion through or from the Indonesian archipelago,
with maps identifying parts of Indonesia and Papua New
Guinea as being "of direct military interest" to
Australid [The Australion, 9 April].

In fact, Canberra has been worried for some time that
the Dibb Report will upset the military regime, and sent
Defence Minister Beazley to Jokarta at the end of March
to soften Jakarta's predictable reaction. Although
reports during and after Beazley's visit gave the
impression that Suharto and his generals might have been
convinced, an article in Angkatan Bersenjata on 29 April
bluntly accuses Australia of "aiming their arms atf
Indonesia's back®. It argues that Auvustralia is
disappointed over Indonesia winning control of East
Timor, Irian Jaya [West Papua] and the South Moluccas
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The bitter irony of Canberra's sudden confrontation
with Jokarta lies in the despicable way the interests of
the East Timorese and West Papuans have been sacrificed.
Like all Australian governments before it, the Hawke
Government has fallen over itself to appease the
generals. The most shocking example is Hawke's
proclamation last August, giving unqualified recognition
to Indonesia's illegal annexation of East Timor and
referring to East Timorese as "citizens of Indonesia",
and his government's blind refusal to grant political
asylum to West Papuans who have token refuge in the
Torres Straits islands.

Hawke and Hayden are now reported to feel aggrieved
that Jokarta has repaid them so thanklessly for their
strenuvous efforts to reverse Labour Party policy on East
Timor two years ago. This is small comfort to the
Timorese and Papuan people whose right to self-
determination has been traded so cheaply.

There are moves now afoot in the Labour Party to press
for a reversal to its former platform of support for East
Timor self-determination. With Australion-Indonesian
relations in tatters, pressure is expected to grow in the
Labour Party for a change. This could mean that the East
Timor issue and thot of support for West Popua's struggle
for self-determination will dominate the Party's national
conference in July.

Second FEER correspondent out

The Far Eastern Economic Review has lost its second
correspondence in Jakarta in two months. Paul Handley
followed Lincoln Kaye in being told to leave last month.
The Review (22 May) published an article by Handley,
"Coming to the defence of the family business" which
provides new disclosures about the Suharto family's
business affairs. By this time, however, the journal no
longer had anyone in Jakarta, only a phone number!

' Jenkins-style documents' circulating in E. Java

The East Java military commander has ordered the
public to hand in to the authorities copies of an
"illegal document” now circulating widely in several
East Java cities. While not divulging the contents,
Major-General Syaiful Sulun said the document, 27
pages long, contains information and analysis
regarding economic, social, cultural and political
developments under the New Order.

He said it followed the style of the "alchoholic
journalism" [a term coined by the Information
Minister] practised by David Jenkins in the Sydney
Morning Herald, except that it contained a lot of
opinions as well.

Sinar Harapan [25 April] reports too that anonymous
phone-calls have been received, urging people who
acquire copies of the 27-page document to make
photocopies and spread them further.




REAGAN IN BALI

Human rights oveshadows
Reagan-Suharto get-together

Despite strenuous efforts by the US Adm inistration to avoid raising human rights during President Reagan's recent visit
to Bali, Indonesian repression dominated press coverage. Both Reagan and Schultz were eventually fotce.d to take up l.:he
issue. Violations in East Timor were pushed onto the agenda by nearly |50 members of Congress, while Asia Watch Iobb‘Jed
on a wide range of issues. The expulsion of three foreign journalists from 8ali on the day Reagan arrived was the final
blow to Washington's hopes of keeping the top-level encounter free of "unpleasant” issues.

The Asio Wotch dossier

Shortly before Reagan left Washington to attend the
Tokyo sunmit, visiting Bali on the way to meet President
Suharto, the Asia Watch published a comprehensive dossier
on Human Rights Concerns in Indonesia. This is the first
time such lobbying has been carried out in the US.

The Asia Watch Cormittee was set up by the Fund for
Free Expression in 1985 to promote human rights in Asiaq,
and is affiliated with the Americas Watch ond Helsinki
Watch Conmittees. In February this year, the Asio Watch
sought permission to send a fact-finding mission to
Indonesia but was told no decision would be taken till
after the Reagon visit. As a result, the April 1986
dossier is described only as a statement of concerns, and
raises a number of questions intended for discussion
later with Indonesian officials.

The issues raised in the 31-page dossier include free
association and the impact of the repressive Societies'
Law imposing the sole-principle obligation, detention
without triol and lack of due process, continuing
persecution of nearly two million former political
prisoners and PKI suspects, the execution in 1985 of
four long-term political prisoners, the current spate of
subversion trials against Muslims, extra-judicial
killings, press control, tightened control on trade
union .rights, abuses against human rights lawyers, the
continuing abuses in East Timor and West Papua [Irian
Jaya], and free access for relief and human rights
organisations.

[Copies of the dossier are available, price $3.00, from
the Asia Watch, 739 Eighth Street, SE, Washington DC
20003.]

Congressional concern about East Timor

East Timor was placed on the agenda by two letters, one
addressed to Secretary of State Schultz from 23 Senators
and one addressed to President Reagan from 122 members of
the House of Representatives.

The Senators drew attention to the violence ond
repression fhat have plagued East Timor since the 1975
Indonesian invasion of the island. They spoke of secret
detention centres beyond the reach of international
humanitarian organisations, the continued intimidation of
the clergy and members of the Catholic Church, and
malnutrition and related health problems. They asked
Schultz to raise these matters in Bali.

The second congressional letter addressed to Reagan
spoke of continuing fighting in East Timor, coupled with
persistent reports of human rights abuses. It expressed
alarm about the birth control prograrme in East Timor
which, according to authoritative church sources, "is
being carried out often without the consent or knowledge
of the mostly rural population”, and called on the
President to ask the Indonesian government to put a halt
to such practices. It stated that the US should press
"for a fair and peaceful settlement of the East Timor
conflict”.

Humon rights spotlighted in the US medio
Many reports appearing in the press across the USA in
advance of the Bali encounter drew attention to

Indonesia's record as a human rights violator. These
reflected the concerns raised by the Asia Watch and the
congressional letters. Comparisons were made with the
revelations about the fallen Morcos regime, and many
commentators stressed that Reagan's pronouncements about
freedom and democracy lost credibility if a close friend
like Indonesia was not assessed by the same yardstick
used for America's foes.

The article by David Jenkins [see separate item] was
quoted in many newspapers, completing the picture of the
Suharto regime as both repressive and corrupt.

Well in advance of the Reagan visit, the New York Times
[23 March) had included Suharto as one of the tyrants in
power in Asia, in an orticle by its editor-in-chief,
entitled, "In the Path of Tyrants'. A Washington Post
columnist, Mary McGrory, accused Reagan of abandoning his
promise of even-handedness with dictators. She described

The Washington JPost

ThursDAY, May 1, 1986
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GERMANY, INDONESIA AND EAST TIMOR

In support of genocide

When Indonesia lobbies hard this year to 'obliterate'
East Timor from the UN agenda, it will be able to rely on
the support of the West German government. Close
bilateral relations did not commence with the
conservative government which came to power in 1982.
Under the Social Democrats, cooperation was already well-
established; only a handful of leftwing Social Democratic
MPs had the courage to speak out against supporting one
of the world's most brutal military regimes.

Official German policy is guided by economic and
military interests. Bonn regards Indonesia as a major
partner in the arms trade ond in private investment.
Notwithstanding the fact that German law forbids the sale
of weapons if they can be used for offensive war,
Germany's arms trade with Indonesia has increased
dramatically since Indonesia invaded East Timor in 1975.
In 1977, the Schmidt Government approved the export of
two submarines to Indonesia, and in the following years,
torpedo-boats, minesweepers and transport aircraft were
added to the list of equipment supplied to the Indonesian
Armed Forces. Since April 1984, according to the Arms
Control and Disarmament Agency, West Germany has become
the second larger supplier of military equipment to
Indonesia, after the USA.

Technological transfer

Indonesia is now devoting much attention and resources
to building its own armaments industry, and looks to
Germany for support. A key figure is Indonesia's Minister
for Research and Technology, B.J. Habibie who studied
engineering in Aachen and worked as a senior engineer
with Messerschmidt-Bolkow -Blohm (MBB). Even though he is
now a minister, he is still on the pay-roll of MBB, a
glaring example of a conflict of interests.

Under Habibie's promotion, MBB was one of the first
arms companies to invest in Indonesia. Together with the
state aviation company, Nusantara [formerly Nurtanio), it
has set up a centre for Indonesian avionics in Bandung.
In an interview with a Portuguese television crew in East
Timor in 1983, an Indonesian officer admitted that they
were using MBB-manfactured BO-105 helicopters in East
Timor. The German Ministry of Technology has spent about
£2.5 million to support MBB investments in Indonesia.

Other German companies supporting Indonesia's weapons
industry are Mercedes, Siemens, AEG, MTU and the
Lurrasen-dockyard. In 1984, The Australian published a
photograph of Indonesian soldiers in Mercedes vehicles on
the streets of Dili.

Collaboration in nuclear energy

West Germany is also supporting the nuclear research
centre in Serpong, south-west of Jakarta, where a multi-
purpose nuclear reactor MPR-30 is being built. The
reactor is producing low-concentrate uranium which is
suitable for use in the manufacture of nuclear weapons.
Germany's contribution to this programme has already
amounted to £7.5 million.

A criminal cover-up

The only way the German Government can justify all this
collaboration is by denying that Indonesio is waging a
war against East Timor, and refusing to recognise the
dictatorial character of the Indonesian regime. Such
distortions do not seem to worry officials in Bonn. On a
visit to Jakarta in February 1984, Mr. Carstens, the
former president of the German Federal Republic claimed
that "Germany and Indonesia are engaged in making peace
on earth safer". The official responsible for South and
South-east Asia at the Department of Foreign Affairs puts
it like this: "Political cooperation with Indonesia is

very important for the Federal Government. In all
important international questions, the two countries have
similar and often identical views, especially over
Afghanistan and Cambodia."

German government efforts to deny the truth about
conditions in East Timor started early on. In 1979, when
the Association for Endangered People and the Committee
Cap Anamur called on the government to support the
starving people in East Timor, the Foreign Department
denied that there was any need for help. In a letter to
the Association dated 7 March, 1980, the Ministry wrote:
"We can assure you that the situation of the people in
East Timor greatly inmproved in the last 6 months of
1979.... The Australian and Indonesian governments are,
moreover, willing to provide assistance until the
situation stabilises."

In an internal letter, Hallier, the German ambassador
in Jokarta, made the preposterous claim that "free
elections held under UN supervision would see Golkar
emerge as the victor because, except for a very small
minority, most people wovld certainly vote for the new
rulers."

When a German parliomentary delegation visited East
Timor in 1984 (without any MPs from the Greens), Bonn
made use of those parts of their report that were
favourable to Indonesia for the purposes of lobbying in
Indonesia's favour at the UN Human Rights Commission in
Geneva. The critical points contained in the report were
ignored. When Defence Minister, Worner visited Indonesia
in November 1985, 87 Social Democrat and 20 Green MPs
urged him to raise the East Timor issue, but he refused,
saying that he was going to Jakarta "to discuss security
in the region .

Such cynical disregard for the tragedy suffered by the
East Timorese since the Indonesian invasion is the
hallmark of German official declarations. Thus, in reply
to questions tabled by the Greens last year, the Foreign
Minister even went so far as to claim that "there is no
Indonesian war against East Timor ."

With'such a record, West German governments of whatever
political compexion can only be regarded as accomplices
in genocide.

Klemens Ludwig

Rocket attacks in Jakarta

Three buildings housing foreign embassies and businesses
in Jakarta were attacked by rockets and bombs on 14 May.
None exploded but, according to experts, the launching
technique used was successful, the same as was used in
Toky]o during the Summit earlier in the month [ Tempo, 24
May].

The Japanese embassy was hit by a rocket launched from
a hotel room opposite. The second rocket, fired from a
nearby street, landed inside the US embassy compound,
near the ambassador's office. Then, at Wisma
Metropolitan, a car blew up in the car-park. This
accommodates two Hongkong companies, two Singapore
companies, andthree Indonesian companies, among them the
BogasariF lour MillingCompany ownedby L iem Sioe L iong.

The Indonesian security authorities have made no
progress finding the people responsible. A Japanese-based
Anti-Imperialist International Brigade has claimed
responsibility, describing the attacks as u response to
the statement issued by the Tokyo Summit.
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EAST TIMOR

Japanese MPs reject solution
of convenience

The following is the text of a letter sent to the UN Secretary-General, Peres de Cuellar, by 75 Members of the Japanese
House of Representatives and House of Councillors, on 7 December [986:

Dear Secretary General,

As you are aware, a full decade has now passed since the
invasion of East Timor by Indonesian troops. We address
you today because we believe Iin your sincere desire to
work toward a just and lasting settlement of the East
Timor conflict, a conflict which has already claimed an
enormous toll in human life, both East Timorese and
Indonesian.

We fully support the mandate given to you in General
Assembly Resolution 37/30 "to initiate consultations with
all parties directly concerned” with a view to achieving
a comprehensive settlement of the East Timor problem. We
can also well appreciate the great difficulty and
delicacy of your task.

We are disturbed, however, to note that representatives
of the East Timorese have yet to be included in these
deliberations. Earlier this year you reportedly stated In
press conferences in Jakarta and Tokyo that discussions
hetween '"both sides” (Indonesia and Portugal) appeared to
be moving toward a solution of the fate of the East
Timor. Surely you will agree that discussions that do
not include the East Timorese, notably Fretilin, could
not possibly lead to any meaningful solution of the fate
of those same East Timorese.

Understandably you are anxious to work toward a speedy
solution of this conflict. However, a cosmetic solution
which ignores the fundamental right of the East Timorese
to determine their own fate can only prolong the
conflict. Furthermore, such a "solution of convenience’,
in contradiction to the very principles upon which the
United Nations was founded, could not but be viewed as an
act of cynicism by the peace-loving people of the world.

We therefore urge you to include, at the earliest
possible moment, representatives of the Fast Timorese,
notahly Fretilin, in the negotiation process.

Finally, as you are aware, since 1975, Japan bhas
consistently voted in the UN General Assembly and the
Fourth Sub-Com m ittee against resolutions affirming the
right of the East Timorese to self-determination. The
fact that the Japanese government has taken this position
without an adequate survey of the situation and without
any debate In this country is deeply regrettable. (We)
pledge to make every effort to widely publicise this

pressing issue, an Issue that involves the fate of an
entire people, and to actively work to bring about a
constructive contribution on the part of Japan.

The signatories include Members of both the House of
Representatives and the House of Councillors. Sixty-
three are from the Japanese Socialist Party, and the
remaining twelve are from the United Social Democratic
Party, the Komei Party, the Democratic Socialist Party,
the New Liberal Party, the Salaryman Shintoh, and the
Shinsei Club.

Portuguese premier reiterates support
for self-determination

Professor Anibal Cavaco Silva, the Prime Minister of
Portugal, has re-affirmed his government's support for
East Timor's right to self-determination. He was speaking
on a BBC World Service and Radio 4 phone-in programme on
11 May.

He s)(lJid the current consultations between Portugal and
Indonesia, being held under UN auspices, were initially
seeking "an answer to the humanitarian problems that the
people of East Timor are suffering, and to reduce the
limitations on freedom for the people living there. We do
hope that in the near future, it will be possible to
reach an understanding under which the people are given
the right to express their desire to be part of Indonesia
or to be separate from Indonesia."

The Prime Minister was answering a question from Jean
Inglis, a leading East Timor activist in Hiroshima. Asked
about the role of world public opinion and of governments
such as Japan, he said:

"We think it is very important to maintain strong
public opinion pressure on national governments so that
they will support the position of Portugal, which is the
position which defends the right of the people of East
Timor in the United Nations. So, | appreciate everything
that is done in Japan to help, not Portugal, but the
people of East Timor."

Mochtar aims to "obliterate" East Timor internationally

Indonesian Foreign Minister, Mochtar Kusumaatmaja, is
making no secret of his determination to "obliterate"
East Timor from the UN General Assembly agenda this year.
In April, he held meetings with Indonesian ambassadors
throughout the world in Geneva and in New York, to map
out a strategy "to resolve the East Timor issue once and
for all" [Kompas, 29 March].

The last time the UN General Assembly adopted a
resolution on East Timor was in November 1982. With 50
votes to 46, the Secretary-General was instructed "to
initiate consultations with all parties directly
concerned, with a view to exploring avenues for achieving
a compréhensive settlement of the problem". Since then,
the consultations have involved only Indonesia and
Portugal, excluding East Timorese representatives. The
General Assembly has avoided discussing a resolution each
year because the Secretary-General was unable to report

any progress. It is thought unlikely there will be
another postponement this year.

Self-determination remains the central issuve

Mochtar is obviously upset because, despite all his
efforts, East Timor's self-determination remains the
central issue. He is trying to downplay this by claiming
that, internationally, the emphasis has now shifted to
"humanitarian issues", and that. activities are being
undertaken only by non-governmental organisations. Yet,
his much publicised efforts [see, for instance, Sydney
Morning Herald, 11 April] to secure a decision at the
meetingof Non- AlignedMovement (NAM) Foreign Ministers
in New Delhi in April to keep East Timor off the agenda
of the Movement's summit conference in Zimbabwe in
September this year, ended” in failure. All he could
achieve from the New Delhi meeting was a claim that 346
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NAM member states (less than half the Movement) "have
vowed to stand on our side" should Vanuatu, Mozambique
and Angola raise the issue at this year's General
Assembly [ Jakarta Post, 21 Aprill.

There are more than enough countries who will want to
raise the question of East Timor's right to self-
determination in Zimbabwe. Even if the issue fails to win
majority support, it will remain a controversial matter
for the Non-Aligned Movement which, for Indonesiaq, is
almost as bad. This alone could persuade Suharto not to
attend the 1986 Summit. Yet, only last year, Suharto
nurtured hopes of becoming chairman of the Movement.

Mochtar has announced that Indonesia is to open a
diplomatic mission in Harare to prepare for the NAM
Summit, and has appointed a special envoy to lobby
African countries for support on the East Timor issue
[Jokarta Post, 16 May].

Twenty thousand orphans

There are no fewer than 20,000 orphans in East Timor,
according to Mario Carrascalao, the puppet governor of
the Indonesian administration. More than three-quarters
are in desperate need of help, he told the visiting
Indonesian Minister for Social Affairs.

In addition, there are 13,000 widows, 7,000 people whom
he describes as destitute and some 3,000 prostitutes, all
of whom are in need of urgent economic assistance. He
complained that his administration was not able to cope
with the needs of these people, and hopes to obtain
assistance from Jakarta. [ Kompas, 14 April] He did not
bother to explain why it was that getting on for 50,000
people, or about 10 per cent of the surviving population,
were in such desperate straits.

Indonesian-run elections are no substitute for a referendum

According to reports from Portugal, the Portuguese
Govemment is seriously considering a proposal that a UN
representative should be sent to observe Indonesia's
parliamentary election in East Timor to be held in April
1987. Apparently, a high turnout and a huge majority for
the army's political wing, Golkar, would justify
accepting this as a "legitimate act of self-
determination", a sign that the East Timorese have
accepted integration.

The Portuguese government should be warned that this
manoeuvre would be an inexcusable betrayal of Portugal's
obligation to the people of East Timor. First and
foremost, it is quite illegal for the Indonesian forces
of occupation to conduct elections in East Timor, and
there can be no justification for the UN giving the
elections the clodk of legality by sending an observer.
The UN correctly refused to observe the "People's
Assembly" meeting in Dili in July 1976 which Jakarta
claims was the occasion when East "chose" integration
with Indonesia.

1982 elections, a farce

General elections in Indonesia have long been exposed
as a farce. Golkar [6olongan K arya, or Functional Groups]
enjoys huge privileges over the two other permitted
political parties, at every stage of the campaign. The
farce is even more cynical in East Timor. All indigenous
East Timorese parties were dissolved or banned as soon as
the army took control, and Timorese are required to
"choose”" between three foreign-imposed parties.

The first time Jakarta went through the charaode of
holding elections in East Timor was in 1982. The security
situation in East Timor at the time of the 1977 elections
was still deemed unfit for such an event.

The 1982 election results in East Timor were so
farcical that even The Economist, [8 May 1982] referred
to them as being "hard to swallow". In the first place,
the East Timor results were declared before any others,
within hours after polling had ceased. That alone makes
the claimed results suspect, considering the poor state
of communications in Indonesia's "youngest province".

The official returns recorded a turnout of 101.05 per
cent of the number of voters, with Golkar claiming to
receive over 99 per cent of the votes cast. The official
results were:

Number of voters 306,507
Number of votes cast 309,734

Votes for Golkar 308,046
Votes for PPP 666
Votes for PDI 1,022

These figures were published, without comment, in many
Jakarta dailies on 7 and 8 May, 1982.

Widespread coercion

Coercion is used throughout Indonesia to ensure a high
turnout, and to secure a massive majority for Golkar. The
level of coercion is far worse in East Timor where the
military play an even more decisive role. Prior to the
1982 elections, reports were received from East Timor
about troops forcing people to attend Golkar election
meetings, or buy T-shirts with Suharto's picture. Refusal
meant being accused as Fretilin supporters.

As for Jakarta's claim that the elections were free,
direct, universal and secret, this was exposed in an
official publication of the Indonesian Department of
Information, East Timor after Integration, published in
July 1983. A photograph on page 92 shows an election
booth in East Timor. Voters are required to place their
votes in one of three boxes designated for the three
parties. There are six boxes, three for the parliamentary
election, three for the local assembly election, all
placed, unconcealed, on the floor, while voting proceeds.
There was nothing secret about how people voted. No
wonder Golkar could claim 99 per cent support!

The GOLKAR Symbol adorned
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WEST PAPUA

Subversion trials in Jayapura

Harsh sentences for 1982 flag-raisers

In March, Amnesty International made public the results
of investigations about nine university students who were
tried for lowering the Indonesian flag in front of the
Irian Jaya Provincial Assembly building on 3 July 1982.
They hoisted the West Papuan flag in its place and read
out a proclamation of the West Papuan state,

Eight men and one woman stood trial. Four of the men,
Abroham Hegemur, about 28, David Heremba, about 30,
Ismail Patiron and Simon Tuturup were sentenced to ten
years. Three men, Karel Patiran, Gerardus Timang and
Thadius Waripang, got seven years. A man, Otto Rumawadk,
and a woman, Josephine Gewab, the wife of David Heremba,
were sentenced to four years. Josephine Gewab, who is in
prison together with her daughter, aged three, was
charged because she sewed the flag.

On 25 May 1984, four of the men, Abraham Hegemur, David
Heremba, Simon Tuturup and Thadius Waripang, were
transferred to Kalisosok Prison in Surabaya, East Java.
This means that relatives and friends have no access and
cannot provide the supplementary food so crucial for
political prisoners whose food supplies in prison are
described by Amnesty as "often meagre ond inadequate”.

According to information reaching TAPOL in April, five of
the twelve West Papuans forcibly deported from PNG on 12
October last year were tried in February and sentenced on
1 March. This source names the five as: Isack Rumpaisum,
Lemach Yoafifi, Edison Yakadewa, Sonny Seseray and Amos
Sorondanya. Amnesty International meanwhile has
unconfirmed information that seven were tried. Their list
excludes Sonny Seseray and includes Elias Kareni, Sam
Yaro and Lukas Maro. Amnesty also believes that Amos
Sorondanya was sentenced to nine years, though our source
reports that no information is yet available about the
verdicts.

The lack of specifics about a group of prisoners who
were visited and interviewed in Jonuary this year by a
group of Australion parliomentarians [see TAPOL Bulletin,
No 73, Morch 1986] is symptomatic of the secrecy
surrounding the fate of West Papuan political prisoners.
The trials were not open to outside observers, nor were
the defendants in a position to appoint lawyers of their
own choice. There is no reason to believe that these men
had anything aopproaching a fair trial.

OPM operations escalate

News that two OPM guerrilla leaders had surrendered in
PNG - James Nyaro in the north border region and Gerardus
Thomy in the south - led many to conclude that OPM was in
decline. But the opposite appears to be the case.

Since the latter months of 1985, there has been a
marked upsurge in guerrillo octivity in the north,
throughout the district (kabupaten] of Jayapura.
Operations have also been reported in Fakfdk, around the
oil installations. It appears that the OPM have directed
their operations against foreign companies exploiting the
territory's mineral wealth, as well as against military
and police command posts.

In September, October and November last year, army and
police posts were attacked in various parts of Tor Atas
sub-district, well to the west of the provincial capital
of Jayapura(see map). Then in Urum Guai, or Urunum Guai,
the local urmy sub-district command/koram il was overrun
and a number of soldiers taken prisoner, as well as the
sub-district chief [camaty and his assistant.

The Urum Guai attack came on 26 January, the day before
twelve West Papuans were whisked out of Irian Jaya by
Hercules (see TAPOL Bulletin, No 74, March 1986). It is
now known for certain that these men are all in detention
ot Kalisosok Prison in Surabaya, East Java.

The Waris raid

But the most spectacular operation took place two weeks
earlier, when OPM guerrillas ottacked and took control of
Waris, a post near the border with PNG. Most reports
agree that the post was held for vp to two weeks. The OPM
flag was raised, and bridges and roads were destroyed,
preventing Indonesian troops from entering the areo to
recapture the post [Niugini Nius, 15 January]. Bulldozers
used to build the Trans Irian Highway were also burned.

Altogether about 900 guerrillos were reportedly
involved in the operation, most of them from the region
of Wamena, in the highlands to the south-west. Once they
had secured hold of Waris, one group moved south in the
direction of Ubrub, onother moved north-west in the
direction of Arso, while a third group stayed behind to

keep hold of Waris.

According to PNG press reports, PNG Defence Force
troops were sent 'on routine patrol' to the border area
after news of the raid on Waris was received. Although in
the early stages, PNG officials in Port Moresby and
Vanimo confirmed that the raid had indeed token place,
the PNG government later denied it, as did the
avthorities in Jokarta. This led Bernard Narokobi, the
lawyer who has done so much to help West Papuan refugees
in PNG, to mdke a stinging attack on the PNG government
for concealing the truth. His own sources had revealed
that two Indonesian soldiers and several Papuans were
killed during the Waris fighting [ Niugini Nius, 20
Jonuary].

PNG and Indonesian armies strengthen
ties

Not long after this escalation came the visit to
Jakarta of Brigadier-General Huai, commander of the PNG
Defence Force, the first ever visit of such a senior PNG
military officer to Indonesia. On his return home, Brig-
Gen. Huai aroused widespread consternation with a
statement describing the OPM as "a bunch of terrorists"
which he was resolved to "wipe from the face of the
earth” [ Niugini Nius, 27 March].

Spedking at a press conference in Port Moresby, with
the Indonesian Charge d'Affaires, Ropilus Ishok, seated
at his side, Brig-Gen. Huai said it had been agreed, in
discussions with Indonesion Armed Forces commander,
General Murdani, that PNG and Indonesia would tdke the
same steps on both sides of their common border to ensure
the elimination of the OPM.

Protests came from many circles. Some politicians
accused him of declaring war on the OPM. Others
complained that he was moking pronouncements on aspects
of government policy which were not within the competence
of a military chief, but matters for cabinet ministers.
There were calls for his dismissal, among others from
Bernard Narokobi. Several community leaders from PNG
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WEST PAPUA

Refugee family returns to Vanimo

A woman together with her four children returned to the
Blackwater refugee campinVanimo inmid May, complaining
that they could not cope with living conditions in their
village in Jayapura district. The report does not specify
when the family was repatriated, but it stated that she
appeared before the Vanimo District Court before being
taken back to Blackwater Camp [Niugini Nius, 15 May].

IGGI AND TRANSMIGRATION

PNG accedes to refugees convention

The PNG Parliament accepted a government proposal
to accede to the UN 1951 Convention and the 1967
Protocol on Refugees. This undoubtedly strengthens
the position of the UNHCR in the regulation and
protection of West Papuan refugee affairs.

Leading members of the opposition parties, which
refusedtoinvolved the UNHCR when they were in power
up to last November, vigorously attacked ratification
of the Convention and Protocol, accusing the Wingti
Government of "selling PNG's sovereignty and
security” [ Niugini Nius, 13 May.

Western credit likely to increase

The Dutch chair of the Inter-Governmental Group-on Indonesia (IGGI), Mrs Eegje Schoo, gave Indonesia a firm assurance,
nearly three months ahead of this year's IGGI meeting, that at least $2.4 billion of financial assistance will be
supplied to Indonesia for 1986/87. She hinted that Indonesia might get more than this to tide it over its present
economic difficulties. The IGGI would also try, she said, to "improve the quality of its assistance” by providing a
higher proportion in non-repayable grants sa as to reduce the burden on Indonesia's future deby repayment obligations.

Up to September 1985, Indonesia's external debt had
reached $24.8 billion. To this must be added the $2.4
billion allocated by the IGGI at its 1985 meeting, which
will bring the overall total later this year to around
$27.2 billion.

The IGGI is an international aid consortium of western
countries, managed by the World Bank. It was set up in
1967, just as the massacres that followed Suharto's
seizure of power, which took the lives of an estimated
one million people, were subsiding. The member
governments are Australia, Belgium, Canada, France,
German Federal Republic, ltaly, Japan, Netherlands,
Switzerland, the UK and the US. A number of governments
attend as observers, including Austria, Denmark, Norway
and Sweden. The other multilateral agencies involved are
the Asian Development Bank, UNDP and the European
Community.

Schoo, who is Dutch Minister for Development
Cooperation, made her annual, pre-1GGI session visit to
Indonesia far earlier than usual. The IGGI meeting is not
due until the last week of June. This ties in with
Jakarta's acute budgetary problems. The 1986/87 budget,
announced in January, cut overall spending by 7 per cent
and slashed "development" expenditures by 22 per cent.
This was based on an assumed oil price of $25 a barrel.
But with the price now hovering at half that, the
military government is going to have to revise the budget
drastically.

With the economy in dire straits, foreign economic
assistance, for so long an important prop to the system,
has now become more crucial than ever. The Indonesian
budget is required by law to be balanced, but this is
only achieved with the help of substantial foreign aid
amounting to about 17 per cent of revenues.

In addition to Indonesia's official foreign debt of
$27.2 billion, there is an estimated $5-7 billion
private-sector debt. The Far Eastern Economic Review [27
March 1986] points out that for the first time this year,
foreign debt due for repayment is running higher than new
credit coming in. "This year, US$1.16 billion will be
paid out for every dollar of credit or aid. Debt service
is climbing, estimated at 27-30 per cent based on net
exports income."

During the oil boom, oil and natural gas provided 65 to
70 per cent of Indonesia's State revenue and about 70 per
cent of its foreign exchange earnings. The current budget
cuts oil's share of government income to 55 per cent. It
is increasingly apparent that Jokorta's efforts to boost

non-oil exports are foundering. Hence, the hasty

_consultations with IGGI, to be followed no doubt by

strenuous efforts from The Hague to muster greater
support in the West for Indonesia's flagging economy. The
western powers are well aware that the current economic
decline, burgeoning unemployment and rising prices could
unleash social unrest in a country regarded as enjoying
"sound political stability", to quote the new US
ambassador to Jakarta, Paul Wolfowitz. The scale of
repression employed to maintain this "sound political
stability" was not mentioned.

IGGI and the Indonesian economy

At the outset GGl funding was essential to the
Subharto government. It covered the huge deficit between
state income and expenditure and helped finance the
running expences of the Army and the bureaucracy, thus
contrihuting to the consolidation of military rule. It
also gave Suharto a breathing space by re-scheduling the
$2.5 billion foreign debt inherited from the Sukarno era.

By the late 1970s, oil revenues had become the mainstay
of the regime but IGGI credits continued to increase,
supporting a range of "development" projects. In fact,
these funds flowed in faster than they could be used up,
and current estimates of unused 1GGI credits vary from $2
billion to $9 billion! This might appear to mean that
IGGI funding could be cut, but this simple logic does not
apply to western funding institutions faced with debt-
crisis countries and collapsing Third World tyrannies.
Despite the economic decline, Indonesia's credit rating
is still high and the banks can earn plenty of interest
from loans to Indonesia.

IGGI enthusiastic about
transmigration

The other striking feature about Schoo's visit to
Indonesia this year wos. her strident support for
transmigration. She is well aware of the campaign now
gathering steam against the prograrmme. Indeed the Dutch
Government has been involved in a lengthy correspondence
with Survival International, trying to defend itself by
denying irrefutable evidence that The Hague has been
supportive of the programme in a number of ways.

Her visit to Indonesia culminated in a six-day trip to
West Papua, where she saw several model transmigration
sites located in Koya Barat, near Jayapura. She used
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draw less fortunate settlers to them, placing an
unsustainable burden on the fragile tropical forest
environment.

Current rates of deforestation in Indonesia have become
a cause of global concern, estimates placing the overall
rate of forest loss at over one million hectares per
year. Transmigration exacts a major part of this terrible
toll. We would draw your attention to the conclusion of
the Forest Review team, where they state:

Given the current objectives and operational procedures

of the Transmigration Programme, the Team considers

Transmigration as the single sectoral activity with the

greatest potential to advance forest destruction -

often to no constructive result. Whether a 'success' or

'failure' by present standards, Transmigration, as

currently managed, can only have negative implications

for forest resources.

[Review of Issues Affecting the Sustainable Development

of Indonesia's Forest Lands, GOI/IIED, 1985, Vol 11:62]

Such & conclusion makes clear that the Transmigration
Programme is entirely incompatible with the World Bank's
own environmental policy guidelines, where the Bank
states that it:

90. Endeavours to ensure that each project affecting
renewable natural resources (e.g. as sink for residue or
as a resource for raw material) does not exceed the
regenerative capacities of the environment;

9b. Will not finance projects that cause severe or
irreversible environmental deterioration, including
species extinctions without mitigatory measures
acceptable to the Bank... { Environmental Policies and
Procedures of the World Bank, Office of Environmental and
Scientific Affairs, May 1984]

Transmigration takes as its starting point the
assumption that the outer islands are 'underpopulated'
and 'underdeveloped'. Yet, in fact, these areas are the
traditional homelands of a large number of viable and
vigorous societies which have developed sophisticated
systems of resource use subtly adapted to their
prevailing environmental circumstances. Transmigration,
by alienating these peoples from their traditional lands
and forcing them to participate in development projects,
many of which are environmentally and economically
inappropriate, is destroying the very basis of their ways
of life.

Traditional land rights
subordinated to state interests

As you will be aware, Indonesian law, while ostensibly
recognising traditional [adat) land rights, completely
subordinates these rights to State interests [Basic
Agrarion Law No 5, 1960]. Special legislation relating to
Transmigration further weakens these rights. For example,
Clause 17 of the Basic Forestry Act, Clarification Act No
2823 of 1967, states:

The rights of traditional law communities may not be

allowed to stand in the way of the establishment of

Transmigration sites.

The effect of these and other laws is to deny the land
rights of tribal peoples practising non-sedentary forms
of land use. Compensation payable to these people is
limited to payment for the destruction of their standing
crops and buildings but not for loss of their hunting,
gathering and fishing territories. Instead of respecting
the rights of tribal peoples to their traditional lands
and resources, Government policy obliges these peoples to
abandon their traditional ways of life, leaving them with
no alternative but to integrate into Transmigration
settlements where they find themselves outnumbered by
outsiders and despised for their 'primitive' customs. In
many provinces, Transmigration is leading tribal peoples

to become a minority in their own lands.

The dispossession that is an inevitob.le part ?f
Transmigration is causing an escalation in 1r?fer-efhmc
tensions. Particularly in West Papuo (Irian Jaya),
tribals who have resisted the takeover of their lands
have been accused of being members of proscribed
secessionist movements and have been subjected to
security operations by the Indonesian armed forces. These
actions are leading to a bloody escalation of the
conflict between tribal people and the military. In West
Papua, which, with a total population of 1.2 million, has
been designated to receive about 685,000 settlers in the
next five years, there have been widespread reports of
human rights abuse associated with the programme.

One of the most worrying ond evident expressions of the
problems Transmigration is causing is the continuing
exodus of tribal people from West Papua into neighbouring
PapuaNew Guinea. According to the UN High Commission for
Refugees, there are presently 10,500 refugees in camps
all along the border, including about 500 new arrivals in
lhe last few months [ Refugees, February 1984]. Successive
reports from those in direct communication with the
refugees have noted that land alienation, resulting
primarily from the Transmigration programme, has been a
major cause for their flight. Refugees report the bombing
of villages, indiscriminate shooting, imprisonment,
torture, rape, the burning of settlements and the killing
and stealing of livestock [The Status of Border Crossers
from Irian Jaya to Papua New Guineq Report by the
International Commission of Jurists, Australian Section,
Jonuary 1985].

Breaching the World Bank's
own guidelines

Token together, these facts make it abundantly clear
that Transmigration as it is being implemented is
directly contravening the terms of the World Bank's
guidelines for the development of tribal areas [Tribal
Peoples and Economic Development: Human Ecological
Considerations, World Bank, 1982].

Moreover, it is clear that these violations of human
rights are not just the result of poor planning and
implementation at the local level but are inherent in the
legislation and policy of the programme. The ethnocidal
intent of Transmigration was made abundantly clear at the
special seminar on Transmigration hosted by the Minister
of Transmigration, Martono, on 20 March, 1985, where he
stated:

On 28 October 1928, a youth congress was held

concluding that we are one nation, the Indonesian

nation; we have one native country, Indonesia; one
language, the Indonesian language. By way of

Transmigration, we will try to realise what has been

pledged, to integrate all ethnic groups into one

nation, the Indonesian nation... The different ethnic
groups will in the long run disappear becouse of
integration... and there will be one kind of man...

[Proceedings of the Meeting between the Department of

Transmigration and the Inter-Governmental Group on

Indonesia, Jakarta, 20 March 1985: 4.41].

The Bank, in its policy guidelines, has explicitly
rejected such integrationist policies towards tribal
peoples [World Bank 1982, op.cit: 27], instead insisting
on an 'intermediate policy' which 'allows the retention
of a large measure of tribal autonomy and cultural
choice'. This has nowhere been provided for in the
Transmigration programme.

Transmigration and national security

The Indonesian Government has stated that
Transmigration is considered of great important as an
exercise in promoting 'national security'. As General
Murdani, the commander-in-chief of the Indonesian Armed
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Forces made clear in March last year, Transmigration is
considered to be 'the only programme in the economic
field that must quite categorically be tied in with
defence and security considerations... The preparation of
sites and the removal of obstacles to land availability
need to be given special focus because the choice of
locations is related to the concept of territorial
management...' [Sinar Harapan, 8 March 1985). In West
Papuq, these concerns are manifested in the Government's
plans to settle a 'cordon sanitaire' of militarised
[saptamarga] settlements along the border. In November
last year, the Minister of Transmigration, Martono,
announced that Transmigration was to be given a priority
o border areas [ Kompas, 6 November 1985].

In view of the considerable ond steadily growing
evidence that widespread environmental and human rights
abuses are not only associated with but actually integral
to the present manner of the Transmigration Programme's
implementation, we strongly urge that the Bank carefully
reviews its present policy of supporting the project.
While this is being carried out, we also strongly urge
that the Bank takes immediate steps to halt funding the
programme. Funding for Transmigration should not be
renewed until there are guarantees that it is to be
carried out in line with the Bank's guidelines for the
development of tropical forest regions and areas
inhabited by tribal peoples and that it will not lead to
the destruction of the environment, the alienation of

SOCIETIES' LAWAND POLITICAL LIFE

tribal peoples from their lands and the abuse of their
right to self-determination.

We look forward to learning how you plan to deal with
this matter.

The letter was signed by representatives of 35 human

rights and environmentalist organisations from countries
all over the world.

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW

The Ecologist

BANKING ON DISASTER
indonesia’s Transmigration Programme

SURVIVAL INTERNATIONAL s

FOR THE AIGHTS OF THREATENED TRIBAL PEOPLES

Available from TAPOL.. Price, £2.00 including dispatch, or
£3.00 including dispatch by air.

The HMI and Pancasila

The enactment last year of the Societies' Law requiring all social and political organisations to accept Pancasila as
their sole ideology has caused profound internal conflict in many organisations. But nowhere has the conflict heen as
fierce as that still raging in the Himpunan Mahasiswa Islam (federation of Islamic Students).

At the end of March this year, the HMI ended a gruelling
week -long congress in Padang, West Sumatra by formally
announcing the adoption of Pancasila as the sole-ideology
of the organisation. The HMI was the last leading
organisation in the country to comply with the regime's
dictat. This proves to have been achieved only as the
result of intense and blatant intervention by persons
scheming on the government's behalf. At its last national
congress in mid 1983 in Medan, delegates unanimously
rejected the 'sole-ideology' requirement and passed a
resolution retaining the HMI's Muslim identity, despite
strong government pressure.

HMI is the largest and by far the most influential
students' organisation in Indonesia. Established in 1947,
it has always been popular among students, and now has a
membership of about 150,000, spread throughout ail the
main university centres. After a brief period as the
student organisation of the former Masyumi party, it
relinquished formal links with any of the political
parties. Its independence and tradition of steering clear
of ties with any government institutions has helped
preserve the organisation's autonomy.

The most striking feature about HMI is its pengkaderan
activities, its focus on the creation of cadres. As an
Islamic organisation with a strong modernist outlook, it
has never concentrated on Ku'ranic recitations but
focussed rather on political discussion and leadership-
training. As a result, many prominent Muslim
intellectuals today originate from HMI ranks.

HMI and the rulers

In the guided democracy period (1959-1965) of Sukarno's
presidency, the HMIl came under strong attack from the
left, but efforts to have it banned along with Masyumi
were unsuccessful. After Suharto seized power in 1945,
HMI was in the vanguard of the Student Action Front
(K AMI) which rallied support in the major cities for the
Army's anti-communist crusade.

But the honeymoon between HMI and the military did not
last long. In the seventies, the student protest
movementsof 1974 and 1978 were led predominantly by HMI
student activists. Then, the relative freedom that still
existed in those days on university campuses was
effectively destroyed by counter-measures. The law on
'Normalisation of Campus Life' [NKK]made it impossible
for student orgonisations to engage in any ‘'non-
educational' actions, thus excluding rallies, protest
meetings and demonstrations that had figured so
strikingly in the 1974 and 1978 movements.

When the 1983 congress took place, the Societies' Law
was still two years away, yet the orgonisation was
already warned that a law on Pancasila-as-the-sole
ideology was in the making. The congress nevertheless re-
affirmed HMI's Muslim identity. But since then,
intimidation and pressure from the government has been
relentless. Many branches were forced to succumb or had
their elected boards replaced. The star performers in
this tour de force were two former HMI activists, long
since co-opted by the regime and given very comfortable
posts. Abdul Gafur, formerly chairman of HMI- Jakartaq, is
now Minister for Youth and Sporte Affairs. Akbar Tanjung,
formerly HMI chairman, is now the deputy Secretary-
General of the government party. Golkar. Tanjung recently
took over the chief editorship of Pelitq, until recently
the organ of the Muslim rump party, PPP. These two have
been instrumental in forcing HMI to submit.

As with other mainstream Muslim organisations, many HMI
activists have been ‘'transformed' into 'Muslim
Pancasilaists', serving to give the regime an Islamic
image. The process of such transformation varies and
usually occurs behind closed doors. It is not difficult
to imagine what emoluments must have been offered to
'lubricate' the change of gear. Thus, a fellow known to
have resisted government pressure appears a few months
later in a very different guise. This happened to Harry
Azhar Aziz, elected HMI chairperson in 1983. In those
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days, he was adamantly opposed to compliance with the
sole-ideology requirement. By the end of his term, he
had, by his own admission, been 'mellowed' by Abdul
Gafur, and emerged at this year's congress as a loyal
support of sole-ideology.

It is now abundantly clear that during 1985, battles
raged in HMI between the two poles. As the 1986 congress
drew near, the biggest branches in Jakarta, Bandung,
Jogjakarta and Ujung Pandang together with five other
branches, were still solidly against the transformed Aziz
leadership and declared their intention to boycott the
Padang congress. The organisation's central board
therefore 'disbanded' the dissenting branches and created
new ones in their place, to avoid open clashes during the
congress.

Despite all the pre-congress rigging, Padang turned out
to be a fierce battle-ground. The Pancasila principle was
indeed accepted, but many issues were bitterly contested
even though the radical wing was not present.

A chairman dropped from outer space

Many sessions were marked by rowdy and furious clashes.
But the most extraordinary machinations centred around
the election of the organisation's new chairman. Heated
confrovery had broken out over the candidates, all of
them in one way or another acceptabie to the regime.
Congress however baulked over the leading candidate who
happened also to be chairman of a provincial branch of
the regime's umbrella youth organisation, KNPI. This
combination of roles was too much for even pro-regime

delegates to accept, so it appeared that he was about to
be voted down.

Then, completely out of the blue, Akbar Tanjung
produced 'his man', M. Saleh Khalid, summoned to the
congress from Bogor two days before the congress was due
to close. In a straight run with another regime
candidate, Tanjung's man was elected. Commentators,
aghast at the brazen disregard for procedure, are still
talking about this astonishing coup de grace. '‘Dropping’,
by the way, is a well-worn Indonesian expression for the
government's imposition of its favoured appointees to
keep organisations on the Pancasilaist line.

Dissenting HMI branches

The nine dissenting branches meanwhile took their own
counter-measures, creating a new forum called Majelis
Penyelamat Organisasi, or Council to Save the
Organisation. Theyhave occupied the main HMI head office
in Jakarta, and appear to be determined not to allow
their organisation to be over-run by regime hatchet-men.
Speaking on behalf of the new organisation, M. Choiron,
chairman of HMI-Jogjakarta said: "We represent the
aspirations of 23,000 HMI members."

Dissent is a rare phenomenon on the Indonesian
political scene. As a result, the HMI saga is being
watched with great interest, even, one may say, with
bated breath. Armed Forces commander, General Murdani,
warned HMI, just a few days before the Padang congress:
"Anyone who rejects the Pancasila might as well pack
their bags and leave the country". With such forces
arrayed against them, it remains to be seen how long the
HMI dissidents will be able to stand their ground.

Party politics sink to new depths

The Indonesian Democratic Party, or PDI, which rarks as
the smallest of the country's three political parties,
was recently reduced to pleading with the government to
chose its chairman, after its national congress almost
broke up in a brawl.

The PDI came into existence through the forced merger
in 1973 of three parties, the Nationalist Party, Parkindo
(Protestants) and Partai Katolik. From the outset, this
unseemly coalition has been ridden with conflict, much of
it the result of meddling by military intelligence. But
PDI's first two congresses were relatively smooth
affairs, for the Minister of the Interior of the time,
General Amir Machmud, stage-managed things well chead of
time, hand-picking the delegates to achieved the desired
results. Since those halcyon days, however, Amir's
ministry has passed into the hands of General Supardjo
Rustam, a man who turns out to be less adept at the
highly specialised skill of stage-managing parties.

Dog-fighting for the chair

The PDI Congress was concerned with one question, and
one question only - the choice of a leader. With more
leeway than usual from the military, the several party
big-shots all believed they had sufficient 'backing' to
romp home with the prize, for the party chairmanship is
indeed a prize, even in such a powerless party as the
PDI. The chairman is sure to become a member of the
Supreme Advisory Council (DPA), a vice-chairman of
parliament, and to be appointed to other prestigious
positions.

The Congress was opened on 15 April by no less a person
than Suharto himself, and was due to last two days. But
while the state dignitaries were gathering for the
closing session, the dog-fighting was bordering on open
warfare. In desperation delegates greeted with
undisguised relief a proposal to leave everything to the
Government. So, the task of picking a chairman fell to
General Supardjo, the one who had failed so dismally to
'fix' the Congress.

Ultimately, the man chosen was Suryadi, a complete
outsider, plucked from the shadows. But the approval of

one general was not enough. His appointment could not be
made public until it had obtained the blessings of 'four
wise men', Supardjo and three other generals, Golkar
chairman Sudharmono, Armed Forces Conmmander Benny
Murdani, and General Moerdiono, Minister/Secretariat of
the Cabinet. No-one seems to be very sure  who Suryadi
is, except that somehow, he represents the infusion of
‘new blood', a kind of mini-version of the regeneration
now under way in the Armed Forces leadership.
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