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THE TANJUNG PRIOK MASSACRE

Testimony of a witness who
was shot three times

Two victims of the army massacre at Tanjung Priok on 12 September 1984 appeared as witnesses at the trial of retired
General HR. Dharsono. We publish below the full transcripts of their testimony. One of these witnesses, Yusron, was
tried in early 1985 together with 27 other victims. [For details of the Tanjung Priok massacre and the trial of the 28

victims, see TAPOL Bulletin, No 68, March 1985, and 69, May 1985.]

I am Yusron, son of Pak Zainuri, 19 years old, a
school-pupil, living at Rawabinangun VII/1 Rt.010/08,
Koja, North Jakarta.

On 12 September 1984, I went to a friend's wedding in
the afternoon. On my return home, 1 saw that many people
had congregated on Jalan Sindang Raya for a pengajian
(religious rally). Because I like pengajian progrommes, I
looked for the loudspedker so as to be able to hear (the
speeches). Unfortunately, it was not in front of the
platform but on a gangway and the sound was often
disjointed.

People said that it was Amir Biki who was speaking. One
of the things I heard him say was that four brothers had
been arrested by Kodim (district military command). 1If
they could not come and appear before this rally by
eleven that night, Amir Biki urged us all to go in a
crowd to Kodim and call for our brothers' release. As the
loudspeaker was frequently inaudible and people were also
inconting prayers out loud, I wasn't able to hear much
else that Amir Biki said. But 1 do remember hearing him
say that anyone who became disorderly would no longer be
a brother. I then remembered that [ hadn't said my night
prayer so I went home which wasn't far from where 1 had
been listening to the pengajian speeches.

After saying my proyers, 1 felt left out. | wanted to
know what would happen if the congregation went to Kodim
to ask for the release of the four brothers they had
arrested. So | left home and ran back, pushing my way to
the front of the crowd. When we were nearing the Police
headquarters in Jalan Yos Sudarso about 3 kms from the
Kodim headquarters, the rows of people were already
blocked by lines of soldiers in close formation, one
moving fast, the next moving slowly, the next fast again,
along the other side of Jalan Yos Sudarso.

Because soldiers armed with automatic rifles were
blocking the way, the members of the congregation in
charge prevented the crowd from pressing forward, using
crossed bamboo sticks. Most of the people in the crowd
sat down on the road, incanting prayers. One fellow was
doing a silat (self-defence) performance to hold the
attention of the crowd. Then, four men from the crowd
went to the front and approached the soldiers who
appeared to be leading the troops.

I couldn't hear what they soid as they were quite a

There were two hails of fire. The first occurred not
long after the rows of people had come to a halt, Then,
probably less than half an hour later there was another
outburst of mass shooting. Apparently some people who had
not been hit had got up and run away. So even more people
were shot down.

As for me, 1 was still prostrate on the ground and I
began to feel pain in those parts of my body where I had
been hit, but 1 was still conscious. So 1 was able to
hear the roar of army trucks arriving and see their
headlamps. How could these trucks possibly drive along
the road when everywhere was full of bodies, of people
lying face down or bodies that had been hit by bullets
like me?! As | was thinking about all this, I felt a kick
and heard someone shout: "This one is still alive!"
followed by an order: '"Finish him off!" A shot was fired
from close range, but it hit the ground just beside my
ear. The noise was deafening and frightened me out of my
wits. 1 remained conscious all this time though in my
heart, I longed to lose consciousness.

| don't know how long 1 lay there on the road, but then
I felt my two hands and two legs being grabbed and I was
swung up and thrown onto a truck. Luckily, 1 fell on top
of a pile of bodies. I felt around me with my hands ond

"I felt with my hands that there were
two human bodies beneath me..."

"Only much later did I realise that I
had been hit by a bullet..."

distance from where I was standing and anyway, there was
still the noise of the prayer incantations. Then, all of
a sudden, the man in cormmand of the troops shouted: "Get
back!" The troops moved back and immediately opened fire
on the people. I turned round but fell down straight
away. Only much later did I realise that I had been hit
by a bullet from in front which hit me on the left side
of my chest, and a bullet from behind which hit me in the
waist and the left arm.*

realised that there were two layers of human bodies
beneath me. They were stiff, immobile and had already
gone cold. Twice [ felt bodies being piled up on top of
me. Could it be true that there were five layers of human
bodies piled up in this ormy truck? While 1 was still
trying to understand it all, the army truck started up,
apparently because it was already full of bodies.

When we arrived at a well-lit place - I realised later
this was the Gatot Scebroto Army Hospital - they sorted
us out, the dead bodies from those who were still alive.
I had still not lost consciousness; in fact, from where |
was put down from the truck, 1 counted another three army
trucks which had arrived in convoy from Tanjung Priok.
Were they all as full as the one that had transported me?

I was treated in the hospital for a month. All thaot

time, 1 didn't receive a single visit from any member of
my family. Weren't they missing me? This unanswered
question caused me a great deal of pain. Only later on
did I hear that they were not aliowed to visit me. The
same fate was suffered by the others together with me in
the ward on the third floor of the hospital. At one time
we numbered altogether 47 people. All were victims of the
12 September 1984 Tanjung Priok incident.
After my injuries began to hedl, I was moved to the
rnilitary detention centre in Cimanggis, together with my
fellow sufferers. Then I was dragged before a court on a
charge of committing violence against the security
forces. 1 was found guilty and sentenced to one year in
prison.
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THE TANJUNG PRIOK MASSACRE

Testimony of a witness who
lost a leg

| am Edi, a street vendor. I usually have a stall outside
the Permai cinema in Jalan Yos Sudarso, Tanjung Priok.
Every day from nine a.m., 1 take the clothing 1 have for
sale to Blok M or other places. In the evening, 1 open up
my stall near the place where | live, after storing away
my wares at my lodgings which is only about one kilometre
from where | have my stall. So 1 use a push-cart to carry
everything.

On that evening (12 September 1984), 1 was out selling
as usual and trade was brisker than usual because of all
the people attending the pengajian (religious rally) in
Jalan Sindang. Just as 1 was about to shut down my stall,
| heard shooting. 1 quickly gathered up my things,
bundled them into a sack and put them on my push-cart.

On the way, | saw very many people. Some were being
helped along by others, as if they had been hurt in an
accident. | was very scared and pushed my way through the
crowds of people to get back to my storage place as fast
as possible. My kakak (older brother or sister) was there
and told me not to go out again, so I stayed in the place
where | lodge with my adik/ipar (younger brother or
sister-in-law). 1 fell asleep straight away. Around two
in the morning, I woke up feeling hungry. My stomach was
rumbling because | had forgotten to have a meal. I woke
my adik/ipar so that we could go together to a food-stall
nearby, about 200 metres from my lodgings. After we had
finished eating, my adik/ipar went home, but 1 stayed
behind to have a smoke.

As | was sitting there smoking, two fully-armed Armed
Forces (ABRI) men in uniform came along. When they saw
me, they stopped and yelled: "You're a Batdk, aren't
you?' I replied: "No, I'm from Padang". Then one of them
said: "Come with me." 1 asked him, "What have [ done
wrong, Sir?" He replied with another question: "What are
you doing here?' | replied: "I've just had a meal, Sir.
You can ask the lady who runs the stall.'" But they
yelled at me again: "That's enough of your lip. Come with
us. If you don't, I'll give you a jab with this." As he
said this, he pointed to the knife at the end of his
rifle.

I got very scared so | did what they told me. Whether
it was because they pushed me or because 1 tripped (I
don't know) but 1 fell down. Then one of them shot me in
the right leg as I was lying there. The ABRI men dragged
me along for a while but then they let go of me and left
me there on the side of the road.

[ called out to the woman at the food-stall to go and
fetch my adik/ipar. Perhaps she was too frightened. My
adik/ipar didn't turn up. Then someone happened to pass
by ond I asked to be carried to my lodgings. I was

hospital. But there wasn't any public transport that day
so they put me on the push-cart which I used for my
wares. | remained conscious all the time, though the pain
was excruciating. I had lost a great deal of blood and my
body was very cold. But the hospital near by refused to
take me in because, they said, | must be taken to the
"Gatot Soebroto" Army Hospital.

When we got on to the main road, a taxi passed by and
we took it to go to the "Gatot Soebroto" Army Hospital.
But when we got there, | was turned away. Apparently, it
was already full of patients. Then 1 was token to Cipto
Mangunkusumo Hospital where 1 was quickly given a blood
transfusion. About two hours later, three ABRI men came
and took me away. My relatives saw them and asked: "Where
are you taking Edi? He's very ill." But one of the ABRI
men asked them in return: "Who are you?' They repled:
"We're his relatives." So they were taken as well. We
were taken off in a jeep, not an ambulance.

When we arrived at a place which looked like the
forecourt of an office building, my relatives were told
to get down. I was left in the jeep for about an hour
then 1 was taken somewhere else. As it turns out, 1 was
token back to the "Gatot Soebroto" Hospital to be treated
there. On 15 September 1984, they operated twice on the
leg which had been shot at. In fact, they operated twice
but the doctor who did the operation said my leg would
have to be amputated from 10 ems dbove the knee because
the bone had been splintered by the bullet.

I was in "Gatot Soebroto" Army Hospital for about three
months. The whole time | was there, no-one from my family
came to visit me. | felt very sad about this at the time.
It wasn't till later that | heard that my relatives had
been refused permission to visit me.

The whole time | was in hospital, I saw armed members
of ABRI keeping guard. In fact, I was not even allowed to
go outside. On one occasion, I opened a window for some
fresh air. Some nurses outside were playing volley-ball.
A security guard saw me open the window and soon after,
an ABRI man came. He slapped me and yelled: "You get dll
this nice food and have nothing to do here but sleep, yet
you still want to peep out!"

Once my injury had healed somewhat and I was able to
walk, 1 was tdken by some ABRI officials to the military

"They gave me Rp 500 and told me not
to tell anyone anything..."

"I had lost a great deal of blood but
the hospital refused to take me in..."

carried back and the person even stayed the night at our
place because he/she was too afraid to go out into the
street again. When morning came, my adik/ipar went to
tell my uncle and my kakak/ipar (older brother or sister-
in-law) who live near by. That whole night, I somehow
bore the pain; it was almost beyond endurance.

When my relatives arrived, they immediately started
looking for public transport to toke me to the nearest

police headquearters in Jalan Guntur. 1 was detained there
and interrogated for ten days. Then | was taken to an
ABRI hostel in Cimanggis where 1 was detained for a day.
There were many other people there in detention.

Eventually, I was token to the North Jakarta Kodim
(District Military Command) together with 32 other people
where | had to fill in a form about my personal details.
Then they gave me some money, altogether five hundred
rupiahs. Before releasing me and others, the Kodim
commander told us not to tell anyone anything about our
experiences.

$. 0. 6.6.6.6.¢,¢
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WEST PAPUA

No outside observers present at

subversion trials in Jayapura

Seven of the twelve West Papuan refugees forced back into
Indonesian custody by, PNG in October last year may
already have been tried for alleged involvement in the
OPM, and for allegedly killing Indonesian soldiers.
Amnesty International, human rights lawyer Bernard
Nardkobi and other NGOs have tried to have the trials
monitored by outside observers, without success. Trials
in Irion Jaya are never reported in the Indonesian media
and are certainly never foir.

The seven men are: Elias Kareni, Lucas Maro, Isadk
Rumpai sum, Amos Sorondanya, Edison Yakadewa, SamYaru and
lomech Yoafifi. The five other deportees, Benny Buai,

RehabiamNion, Robbie Nian, Aben Pagawak and John Seserai
have reportedly been released, but this does not mean
they are out of danger. As Corry Ap, wido.w of r.nurder.ed
anthropologist Arnold Ap, confirmed in an inferview with
TAPOL, West Papuans are often held for sev?rol months,
then released, only to be kidnopped or killed, or to
disappear later [TAPOL Bulletin 73, January 1986}

The case of the seven men was widely covered in
Australia aofter they were interviewed by a parliamentary
delegation from the opposition Liberal Party. The meeting
took place at the invitiation of the governor, Isadk
Hindom, and caused some discomfort to Indonesian
officials. In the event, with some forty Indonesians
present, the prisoners were intimidated into saying
virtually nothing about their detention. One puper
described it as an exercise seemingly arronged "to exert
sychological pressure on the Irionese being held"
Financial Review 31 January 1986].

EAST TIMOR

Fretilin and UDT join forces internationally

For the first time in more than ten years,the UDT (Union
for a Democratic Timor) and Fretilin (Revolutionary Front
for an Independent East Timor) have joined forces to
campaign internationally for East Timor's self-
determination.

Moises da Costa Amaral, on behalf of UDT, told a press
conference in Lisbon, held with Fretilin, that they were
joining forces because of the threat of genocide facing
their people. "Our two groups...are uniting in a joint
initiative to carry the question of East Timor into the
international spotlight." [The Austrolian, 26 March 1986]

The two parties had a coalition in early 1975 but the
UDT quit, under Indonesian pressure, and hostilies broke
out between the two parties in August 1975. Since then,
resistance to the Indonesians has been under Fretilin
leadership. Since 1983, Fretilin has made it cleor it
favours political plurality, and has negotiated with UDT
members in Avustrolia and Portugal to create o new
collaboration.

New Portuguese President supports self-determination

On the occasion of his installation on 16 March, Mario
Soares, the new President of Portugal, spoke of his
continuing pre-occupation with East Timor, in accordance
with internotional law. "According to the Portuguese
Constitution,"” he went on, "Portugal is still responsible
for East Timor. To be faithful to these principles, we
will continue to affirm and fight, within the limits of
our resources, for the inalienable right of the East
Timorese people for self -determination and independence.”

Portugal has been involved in consultations with
Indonesia since late 1984. Indonesia has foiled every
attempt by Portugal to discuss what the latter refers to
as "an honorable solution". The only result of the talks
has been an agreement to allow a small number of people
to repotriate. Indonesia has agreed that 24 families,
whose family-heads were formerly employed by the
Portuguese administration, may leave East Timor.

By refusing to allow the self-determination issue to be
raised in the talks, Indonesia hopes to compel the UN
Secretary-General, who is shortly dve to retire, to
accept that consultations have failed and that there is
no point keeping East Timor on the UN agenda any more.

Austrolian press trying to forget East Timor

There is now o tendency within the Australian media to
attempt to “put East Timor behind vus" and come into line
with Canberra's determination to cleon up Indonesia's
image abroad. An example of this is an article entitled

Timor's hard times approaching an end" [ Niugini Nius, 7
March], by Leigh Mackay of AAP. He claims that most
younger generation Timorese "appeor to be adopting to
Jakorta's rule". During a 24-hour trip to Dili, he seems
to have met only Indonesian-oppointed officials. He
paints a picture of impressive economic development and
of Dili as a "bustling centre". But he also quotes puppet
governor Mario Carascalao as admitting that "perhaps
100,000 died" in the war that began in 1975.

Starvation-related deaths in lliomar

His orticle nevertheless brings to light some gruesome
facts about present-day East Timor, namely that dozens of
deaths occurred at Iliomar near the south-east coast last
August-September, "most from starvation-reloted illnesses
according to some, or from measles according to others."
He also reports that moloria is widespread, "the number
one enemy". He did not explain, however, thot until
Indonesia took over, most Timorese peosants avoided
living in the coastdl plains where they are now forced to
dwell, precisely because malaria is so endemic there.

On the military situation, he said Fretilin guerrillas
"remain a disruptive force" who, according to Jakarta
military sources, 'killed at least 170 (Indonesian)
troops, police and militia, last year, and wounded many
more, a large toll for a conflict that is officially
described as insignificant and goes unreported in the
Indonesian medio."

David Lange Woos Suharto

New Zealand Prime Minister David Lange has goined an
enviable reputation for concern about the peoples of the
Pacific region ond willingness to stond up to the USA ond
France over nuclear weapons. What is less well known is
his refusal to say anything on behalf of the most
oppressed Pacific peoples, the West Papuans and Eost
Timorese. Whatever principles he may hold, they do not
extend to Indonesia.

On a recent visit to Indonesia where he met Suharto,
trade, regional stability and technological transfer
were discussed, with no mention of human rights, East
Timor or West Papua. All efforts by groups in New
Zealand and elsewhere to get him to raise these issves
with the Indonesian government have failed. Lange instead
strives for good relations with Jokarta, in keeping with
the policy of New Zealond's neighbour, Australia.
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AUSTRALIA AND INDONESIA

Oil takes over as the key issue

Bill Hayden's 'Low Key' visit to Jakarta

Australia's Foreign Minister, Bill Hayden, managed to
pack in a number of meetings with Indonesian officialdom
during o 4-day visit to Indonesia, billed as 'unofficial’
and ‘'low key'. The atmosphere during the visit was
constantly described as ‘warm','constructive' and
‘friendly’, "helped by a decline in tension over East
Timor" [ Sydney Morning Herald, 4 March]

Together with Australian ambassador, Bill Morrison,
Hayden had a private dinner with Armed Forces Commander
General Murdani, with whom Morrison is known to have a
close and long-standing relationship. He met Planning
Minister, Suparlan and Home Affairs Minister, retired
General  Supardjo Rustam with whom he discussed
Avustralion aid to development projects in eastern
Indonesia, presumably including West Papua and East
Timor.

But it was at his meeting with Foreign Minister Mochtar
Kusumaatmaja that the most important issues were
discussed, o decision to speed up negotiations on the
'Timor Gap' maritime boundary, more contacts between
Australio and East Timor, ond the forthcoming visit by
President Suharto to Australia. The Suharto visit was
originally scheduled for 1986 but Mochtar now says it
cannot take place until after the 1987 elections.

Jakarta Post [4 March] quotes Hayden as saying there
were "no supporters of Fretilin among East Timorese
living in Australio”. Whether this was wishful thinking
on the part of Hayden or of the Jakarta Post is difficult
to determine. He also boasted that his government had
never given asylum to 'Fretilin rebels". He did not add
that "Fretilin rebels" have had the chance to seek asylum
aonywhere, and ore given only the choice of fighting or
dying.

Exploiting Timor's oil

According to the Sydney Morning Herald (4 March),
Mochtar suggested a definition of the area for the
proposed joint development zone to be located around the
'Timor Gap'. The idea of a joint development zone (JDZ)
was adopted in talks last October, to by-pass the dispute
between the two countries over the marine boundary and
allow the exploitation of oil reserves to go ahead. Broad
agreement also appears to have been reached that the two
countries will equally share revenues from petroleum
exploitation in the JDZ.

Negotiations have been proceeding "too slowly" in the
post six years, said Mochtar, and he intended to take a
personal hand in the matter. It has now been agreed in
Jokarta that full-scale talks will tdke place in May this
year. By disregarding East Timor's right to self-
determination, both countries side-step the fact that
neither of them has any right to be disposing of wealth
in this region.

Canberra reaping millions from "Timor Gap' permit areas

While Hayden was paving the way to resolving the
boundary issue, it was announced back home that the
Australion government had received bids for three areas
of the Timor Sea, for petroleum exploitation. These had
been offered to petroleum companies under a new cash-
bidding system and the bids made will roke in no less
than A$31.5 million for the Australion treasury. The
leading company in the three consortia making the bids is
Broken Hill Proprietary (BHP).

The Age, 7 December 1985

HAPPY 10™ ANNIVERSARY/

Mrs Thatcher and BHP

It has recently come to light that the British Prime
Minister, Margaret Thatcher has more than 2,000 shares in
Broken Hill Proprietary, and therefore has o direct
interest in dealings surrounding the exploitation of
'Timor Gap' oil.

Northern Territory premier tags along

Hayden is not alone in his efforts. lan Tuxworth, Chief
Minister of Australio's Northern Territory, recently
went to Jokarta ond Eost Timor to investigate the
possibility of some East Timorese refugees in Darwin
returning home. He also accepted Indonesian claims about
East Timor unchallenged, making the remarkable
observation, from his brief, highly restricted visit,
that "no-one tokes any notice of (Fretilin) any more"
[The Australian, 4 March]. With well over 10,000 troops
in Eost Timor and the Indonesion authorities on full
alert for Tuxworth's visit, he could hordly have expected
to meet Fretilin supporters along the roadside.

Bob Hawke, the Philippines and Indonesia

"And why did Mr Hawke find it distasteful to visit
the Philippines under President Marcos but okay to
visit Indonesia under ‘President Suharto? Is it
because Mr Marcos and his former first lady were
bigger rip-off merchants than President Suharto and
Ibu Tien? You'd have to be kidding.

"Did Mr Hawke object to the Philippines' rigged
elections system? If he did then why not the fact
that in the past 20 years, Indonesia's New UQOrder
Government has not held an election that was not
rigged and the results iIn the final analysis
guaranteed by guns?... |

"My colleague David Jenkins who had a well-deserved
bash at Mr Hawke on Friday, made the important point
that Indonesia has proved a success story, inviting
approval, and that the Philippines has not. It's an
interesting observation, even if a perverse reason
for Indonesia'’s success is the ruthless manner In
which the regime ensures that everybody acclaims it
as such. That's what Golkar is all about. In regional
coercive politics, Suharto's Golkar leaves Marcos'
K8L for dead.”

Peter Hastings in the Sydney Morning Herald, 3 March.
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region since early this century, the military authorities
said security had been tightened after it was discovered
that some "ex-PKI" heads of family had disappeared, while
others had "slipped in" to the region without permission
from their area of origin. The South Sumatra military
commander, Major-General Siswadi said there are 60,000
"ex-PKI" heads of family in Lampung, but when asked how
many had "disappeared" or "slipped in without
permission”, he said: "I cant remember though they
clearly exist " [Kompas, 5 October, 1984].

To draw attention to the imagined security threat posed
by these political outcasts, the military authorities
have since announced that "ex-prisoners" will no longer
be permitted to transmigrate, and have issued
instructions to the regionol military commands to step up
surveillance and control of transmigration sites. This
explains the background to the Army's 'Manunggal’
operation and the recent move into the Donggala site.

Army involvement in site selection

The decision to use troops to prepare transmigration
sites is directly related to the statement by General
Murdani last March linking the programme to defence and
security. The move is based on an instruction issued last
October to the Army by President Suharto to become
actively involved in the choice and preparation of sites
[Kompas, é January 1986].

This comes at a time when many people inside the
bureaucracy are full of misgivings about the suitability
of the programme. In fact, late last year, a team of
bureaucrats from three government departments - forestry,
environment, population and development, and the interior
- together with forestry experts from the London-based
International Institute for Environment and Development,
produced a Forest Review which mdkes some devastating
criticisms about the effect of transmigration on tropical
forests.

Given the current objectives and operational procedures

of the Transmigration Programme, the Team considers

Transmigration as the single sectoral activity with the

greatest potential to advance forest destruction -

often to no constructive result. Whether a 'success' or

'failure’ by present standards, Transmigration as

currently managed can only have negative implications

for forest resources.[See A Review of Policies

Affecting Sustainable Development of Forest Lands in

Indonesia, 1985, Volume 11, page 62.]

A detailed environmental, social and political analysis
of Transmigration is to be published in the May issue of
The Ecologist, produced in collaboration with Survival
International and TAPOL. [Copies will be available to
TAPOL readers at a reduced price.} An article by Charles
Secrett of Friends of the Earth, London, discusses the
disastrous effects of Transmigration on Indonesia's rain
forests, quoting at length from the above-mentioned
Forest Review. Another article, from TAPOL, analyses the
military component of the programme, in particular the
extension of the Army's doctrine of ‘territorial
management' through population control in the islands now
targetted for a major influx of transmigrants.

Worry about foreign criticism

The transmigration authorities are very worried about
international criticism of the programme, fearing in
particular that this could influence funding from the
World Bank and other foreign sources. Transmigration
Minister, Martono, has recently referred frequently to an
organised campaign originating, he claims, from Amnesty
International, and alleges that he has received 87
letters of protest "from parliaments, governments, non-
governmental organisations and non-governmental
international organisations" [see Editorial in Sinar
Horapan, 29 January 1984]. It is, as anyone knows, quite
inconceivable that Amnesty would address the issue of
transmigration nor is TAPOL aware of any document issued
by Amnesty on the question. By lashing out at imagined
opponents, Martono may be hoping to forestall the
campaign about to be launched by environmental and human
rights organisations as announced in the last TAPOL
Bulletin.

Indonesian academics have also come in for rebuke.
Martono accused (unnomed) academics of having misused
" science-for-science-sake research" by disseminating it
to the public whereas such research should only be
confined to the campus, "because such lack of control
from academics results in putting (transmigration) in a
negative light". These academics, he went on, were
behaving as if they support the opinions of experts
abroad "who are clearly antagonistic towards us"
[Kedaulatan Rakyat, 17 January 1986].

(Sample issue available on request).
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'Opening up' Pancasila for all

From our own correspondent in Jakarta

With all the backing of executive power and the force of
the law, every Indonesian social-political group, every
single Indonesian citizen without exception, is now
prohibited from having any beliefs other than the
Pancasila. No longer is communism the only ideology to
have been declared illegal. All other ideologies, social-
democracy, Islam and Christianity, are now outside the
law as well.

Genuine Muslims readlise only too well that the decision
to establish Pancasila as the sole ideology is intended
to destroy Islam as a political force. It is no surprise
therefore that the Muslims are fighting so hard to oppose
the 'sole-ideology' law enacted last year.

Nationalists who adopted the teachings of Sukarno - his
concept of Marhaenism, including Pancasila - regarded
Pancasila as something superior to other 'isms' precisely
because it upheld the idea of Bhineka Tunggal Ika (Unity
in Diversity). In other words, it sought to preserve the
co-existence of various ideologies, in the interests of
national harmony. It did not aim at coercion. It was
Sukarno's purpose not to use force but to invite "the
whole family to eat together at the same table".

There's a world of difference between inviting and
forcing people to do something. Forcing total compliance
with a single ideology is the antithesis of democracy.
Such ideological frameworks as socialism, nationalism and
religion are a living reality in Indonesian society, and
they cannot be stamped out with the use of force.
Attempts to eliminate the accormmodative spirit of the
Pancasila can only fuel national resistance, giving the
stimulus to political unrest and violence, which is what
the government says it is trying to prevent.

The government claims that the ‘'sole-ideology'
doctrine, which it has imposed upon the country, will
prevent people being compartmentalised under different
ideological headings, in conflict with each other.

Ten million Golkar cadres

Pancasila is proclaimed as an ideology that is 'open to
all'.! and in order to make it so, Golkar has flung
itself into a ‘'caderisation' campaign to train ten

million Golkar cadres in villages throughout the length
and breadth of the country. The programme is called 'The
Education and Training of Village-Level Territorial
Motivators [Pendidikan dan Latihan Penggerak Teritorial
Tingkat Desal. Everyone must join in, along with
government officials - youth, women. teachers, peasants
and workers. Everyone is required to accept a common
understanding of Pancasila.

Is such openness and common understanding achievable by
means of Golkar's mighty bandwagon? Golkar is the only
political force able to launch such a movement. The non-
Golkar social-political forces are incapable of having
their own 'caderisation' movements. The man or woman in
the street knows very well that all talk about openness
in political life is just a slogan to whitewash the
regime.

Even within Golkar, the chances of openness are
illusory. Why was it, for example, that Ismail Suko, a
local man and a civilian, was forced to withdraw his
candidacy as governor of Riau even though he won majority
support in the Riau provincial assembly? How come that in
his stead, a Javanese general, Imam Munandar, was foisted
on the province? Why is it impossible for anyone who is
not a member of Golkar to get a seat in the cabinet? Why
must all government employees be Golkar members? There
are a thousand and one examples to prove that openness
and cormmon understanding are simply slogans promoting the
interests of a certain group, and are far removed from
promoting common interests.

The last thing we can expect from the government is
openness. Why is it never open about the budget of the
state oil company, Pertamina? Why are economic policies
adopted without any consultation with the Legislative
Assembly, even though the Assembly is firmly under
government control?

For how much longer can the pretence about 'openness'
and 'togetherness' be maintained? Only for as long as the
deep-rooted phobias and traumas in society have not been
cast aside. Only then will the forces of democracy find
their feet again and invite "the whole family to eat
together at the same table".

Muslim students cadre course closed
down by troops

Troops broke into the Jogjakarta office of the Muslim
students organisation, the HMI [Himpunan Mahasiswa Isiam]
in the middle of the night, dragged the occupants out of
their beds and ordering them all to disperse immediately.
They were attending a 4-day course to train cadres. A
dozen or so soldiers armed with M-146 weapons, together
with five policemen ordered all the male students to
gather up their belongings and leave the building, while
the women stydents were forced to take shelter in a small
prayer-house on the premises.

The local military command claims that the course was
"illegal" because the organisers did not have a permit.

Cadre courses like this are a regular occurrence in the
HMI. The curriculum follows a standord pattern. The
course material has been used many times before without
difficulty. One organiser said that applying for a permit
means getting the approval of no fewer than 19 officials,
so they have lost patience with the procedure. "Even
though we hold this course fifty times, using exactly the
some material, we still have to opply for a permit every
single time," he said.

The police chief alleged he had not been informed of
the material to be used, and said it was "very easy" to
obtain a permit. He denied that the breck up of the
course had anything to do with the 1987 general
elections. "The situation here is colm. We're only

Appointing the general who lost the election as governor!
[Kompas, 11 September 1985]
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keeping a close watch and preserving our vigilance."
[Tempo, 22 February 1986]

The move against the Jogjokarta HMI may be an indirect
response to the dispute between this branch and the
national organisation which is convening a congress
shortly to adopt Pancasila as its sole ideology. The
Jogja branch has declared its intention not to attend.
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the betrayal of their right to self determination.
of the identity of the people.

* Indonesian colonial policies and repression of the
right of West Papuans to express their identity continues
to reinforce this identity and the will to resist.

* While the capacity of West Papuans to organise a
military struggle against the Indonesian occupation
remains limited, the capacity of the Indonesian army and
administration to stamp out the resistance and the idea
of West Papua is also limited.

So, what next?
Jokorta can maintain its present policies or concede

The idea of a state of West Papua exists as a symbol:

reforms. Present policies would lead to the elimination
of the West Papuans as a people. Reforms would allow the
West Papuans to express themselves and orgonise.. )

The long term struggle must be for self determination;
the immediate struggle is to survive. The West Papuan
struggle is a part of the worldwide fight back against
colonialism. It takes place in the context of
increasingly militant and articulate struggles by
indigenous peoples and minorities everywhere for the
right to survive and to manage their own affairs. Jakarta
must be brought to realise that. these are rights which
cannot be denied.

Alan Smith

Continued from page 20

clean environment' but for witch-hunting purposes, it
means 'a clean background'. Anyone with parents, uncles
or aunts or other near or not-so-near relatives who are
or were (many are no doubt dead) allegedly "ex-PK1/G30S",
by definition has an 'unclean background'. -

The ‘'bersih lingkungan' criterion is being used
particularly for newly-appointed government employees who
must prove not only that they themselves were never in
any pro-communist organisation but that "their
environment has no PKI smell about it, such as for
instance an uncle or other near relative involved in that
movement" [Kormpas, 4 February].

The expression was first used, to our knowledge, during
a discussion at a parliamentary commission last month
when it was said that people who were 12 years or older
in 1965 must still. ‘obtain a "PKI/G30S clearance
certificate" when applying for a government job. Those
under 12 are not required to do so. However, one member
from North Sumatra said that he knew of the case of a
person born after 1965 who had been given a job in the
civil service, only to be dismissed four months later
when it was discovered that his father was allegedly "ex-
PKI".. [TAPOL Bulletin has monitored several cases like
this in the past few issuves.]

A.E. Manihuruk, chief of the State Personnel
Administration Board was not too sure about the origins

of the regulation establishing this 'bersih lingkungan'
criterion, though he did know that the regulation gbout
"clearance certificates” comes from General Murdani,
commander of the army's security command, Kopkamtib.

Keep cooperative boards clean of "ex-PKI"

Bustanil Arifin, Minister for Cooperatives ond head of
the Logistics Board, Bulog, has instructed adll
cooperatives to make sure that no "ex-PKI/G30S" elements
get elected onto their management boards. He informed a
duly shocked audience that a small cooperative in Bandung
had appointed an "ex-PKI element" as financial manager.
He said all cooperative offices at all levels are being
instructed to examine management boards throughout the
cooperative movement to 'keep them clean" [Kompas, 17
February]. : :

Banned seamen's union members first to be dismissed

Plans to rationalise the.labour force in Surabaya's
horbour by preventing shipping componies from handling
loading and unloading will result in large-scale
redundancies by the former. When asked whether reports of
mass dismissals were true, a harbour official said, "Not
at all!" People losing employment in shipping companies
will all be absorbed by freight companies, he said, dll,
that is, except former members of the seamen's union, the
SBPP [banned in 1965). They would be sacked [Suara
Merdeka, 13 Moarch].

Censorship

Responsibility for the conmission to exarine and evoluate
[Komisi Peneliti dan Penilai] performances put on by
impressarios has been transferred from the Department of
Education and Culture to Buokin, the State Intelligence
Coordination Board. The Minister of Education, Fuad
Hassan, who announced this, explained that a new
presidentiul edict is to be issued soon, regulating the
supervision of all public performonces. Handing the
conmmission over to Bakin in the interim reveals that the
rmilitary are determined to reinforce their control over
yet another area of public activity.

The conmission deals with a wide range of matters
involving security, such as the activities of foreigners,
censorship and the like, and it was now considered beyond
the competence of the Education Department to handle such
things. [Kompas Minggu, 16 March]

Javanology lecture called off

People who turned up to a meeting of the Javanology
Institute,the Yayasan Panunggalan, to hear a lecture on
"The Javanese belief in spirits" in Jogjakarta, were
disappointed to hear that the lecture had been called
off. The police permit that had already been granted was
withdrawn at the last minute.

The organisers were told that the lecture would have to
be "postponed" because conditions in the city were "not
yet stable". On the day of the lecture, the head of the
Institute had been summoned by the police to be told the
lecture could go ahead, but he was summoned later that
day and questioned by an officer in charge of
intelligence. He returned home from this second meeting,
thinking the permit was still valid, but soon afterwards,
he got a letter to say the whole thing was off.
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