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1.7 million ex-tapols are being
re-regislered

The Indonesian authorities have recently stepped up their campaign of vilification and persecution of former political
prisoners arrested after Suharto took power in 1965 as members of the Indonesian Communist Party (PKI) or the many mass

organisations associated with it.

Re-registration of 1.7 million ex-tapols

The Department for the Interior is conducting a nation-
wide re-registration of ex-tapols which is said to be for
the purpose of deciding whether they should be allowed to
vote in the 1987 general elections. The Department's
Director-General for Social and Political Affairs, Hori
Sugiman, said that "1,700,000 coup participants” are
being re-registered. (Imagine having a coup with 1.7
million participants!) He told a cormmission of the
Indonesian parliament (DPR) that according to figures
compiled by the regional military commands (Laksusda) in
1982, there were 1,580,894 former prisoners, including
convicted prisoners and those (the vast majority) who
were detained without trial. Registration conducted by
the Interior Minister up to 1985 produced the lower
figure of 1,459,107, consisting of 363 'A category’
prisoners (tried), 34,718 'B category' prisoners and
1,424,026 'C category' prisoners.

The number of ex-prisoners now being re-registered is
however given as 1.7 million, with no explanation offered
for yet another jump in numbers. In fact, the figures now
being publicised far exceed any figures ever previously
admitted by the regime. The government now appears to be
saying that well over one and a half million people were
arrested in the late 1960s. Although the Interior
Department official was clearly referring to "ex-
prisoners”, it may well be that many classified as 'C
category' were never actually arrested.

The well-publicised re-registration has the effect of
warning the Indonesian population of this phenomenally
large number of "suspects" living in their midst. The re-
registration will cost a staggering one billion rupiahs,
the equivalent of more than a million dollars, or "an
average of Rp 650 per person for the total of 1.7 million
coup participants", according to Jdkarta Post.

Hari Sugiman said the government "has token preventive
measures to avoid concentrations of these former
detainees" and it conducts close supervision of their
movements, their homes and their work-places. There are
regulations in force preventing them from becoming
teachers, professors, puppeteers, journalists and
writers, and also prohibiting their election on to
executive committees of any social organisations so as to
"orotect these organisations from becoming tools for the
spread of communism".

(Sources: Kompas, 8 June and Jokarta Post, 8 June)

Ex-tapols excluded from indoctrination courses

Brigadier -General Sarwo Edhie, chairman of the state
Indoctrination Board (P7) has declared that former PKI
political prisoners must not be allowed to take part in
Pancasila indoctrination courses (P4) so as to "prevent
negative consequences". Sarwo Edhie is renowned as the
manwho corrmanded the para-commandos RAKAD) in 1965 when
they were responsible for organising the nation-wide
massacres which left about a million alleged PKl members
and sympathisers dead. He was appointed head of P7 last
year, placing him in charge of the nation's thought-
control apparatus.

All ex-tapols are subject to surveillance by the
government and the cormmunity and continue to be "under
guidance”, he said. There can be no question of their
being allowed to have P4 completion certificates and,
moreover, it is "far too risky"” to allow them to mingle
with other people in P4 courses. He was particularly
dismayed that a former tapol, Colonel Djukardi who until
his arrest was the mayor of Bandung, had obtained o P4
certificate and had even come top of the class in the
course he attended.

Indonesia's ideological supremo admitted that all
citizens without exception are required by law to attend
P4 courses but "extra vigilance is needed in the case of
ex PKI codres considering their past ideological
commitment and their cunning instigation of the
community". But he made no attempt to provide a shred of
evidence about any ‘"cunning' deeds of the country's
former political prisoners.

(Source: Sinar Harapan, 29 May.)

Executions may have tdaken ploce in East Java

Just as we were going to press, reports were coming
in of an execution or executions in East Java. It is
feared that Rustomo, one of the three PKI political
prisoners under sentence of death, may have been
executed on 1 July. A report that Gatot Lestario and
Djoko Untung were executed at the same time was also
received. We are trying to check these reports.

TwoMuslimprisoners, Bambang Sispoyo and Abdullah 1
bin Umar also face "irminent execution" according to
the authorities. TAPOL believes that worldwide
action is necessary to halt the possibility of a new
wave of executions in Indonesia.
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2. Calls on the Foreign Ministers of the ten Member
States of the Community meeting in political cooperation
to make further representations to the Indonesian
Government in order to prevent the impending executions,
3. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to
the Indonesian Government, the Commission, the Council
and the Foreign Ministers of the Member States.

II.

The Euvropean Parliament,

a. dismayed at the news that on 14 May 1985, after
keeping Mohammad Munir prisoner for sixteen years, the
Indonesian Government executed this opposition
politician, a member of the Communist Party of Indonesia
(PKI) and former Member of Parliament, thereby carrying
out the death sentence passed in 1973,

b. having been informed that four more imprisoned
opposition politicians and members of the PKI - Ruslan
Widjajasastra, Gatot Lestario, D joko Untung and Rustomo -
face impending execution after fifteen years'’
Imprisonment,

c. whereas the death sentence carried out on Mohammad

Munir and those still hanging over Ruslan Widjajasastra,
Gatot Lestario, Djoko Untung and Rustomo were imposed
because of their political opposition to the military
regime which came topower in Indonesian in 1965 by means
of a violent coup,

1. Condemns the carrying out of the death sentence on
Mohammad Munir as a cold-blooded execution and political
murder,

2. Calls on the Commission, the Council, the President of
the European Parliament and the governments of the Member
States to do their utmost to prevent the remaining death
sentences from being carried out, and ta do so with all
haste in view of the urgency of the situation,

3. Calls on the President of Indonesia to reprieve the
opposition politicians condemned to death and to release
them,

4. Appeals to world opinion to campaign for the condemned
men to be reprieved and released,

5. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to
the Commission, the Council, the governments and
parliaments of the Member States of the EEC and the
President of Indonesia.

Military regime infuriated
by European Parliament

Resolutions infuriate Indonesia's military leaders

Never before has Indonesia's militory regime responded
so angrily to any international condermnation of its human
rights violations as it did to the resolutions of the
EuropeanParliament condemning the execution of Mohammad
Munir and the planned executions of four other FKI
leaders.

News of the resolutions reached Jakarta shortly before
members of the [ndonesian parliament, the DPR, were to
visit the European Parlioment with parliamentarians from
other ASEAN countries. The delegation was led by General
Kharis Suhud, a presidentially-appointed MP and vice-
chairman of the DPR. Following a meeting with the
president, General Suharto, General Kharis Suhud and
General Amir Machmud, DPR chairman (also a president's
appointee) announced Indonesia would vigorously reject
"interference" from the European Parliament.

In the days that followed, a stream of top-level
officials - ministers, leading figures in the judiciary,
top-line generals, leaders of GOLKAR, and DPR members -
joined a chorus of vilification against the European
Parliament, filling the front pages of all the leading
newspapers, prime-time television newscasts ond radio
broadcasts. All kinds of abuse was poured on the European
MPs, not forgetting of course the charge that they were
under communist influence.

The execution of Munir which had originally been a
tightly-guarded secret in Indonesia suddenly became
headline news. Munit had been executed not because he was
part of the political opposition but because he was a
rebel who had engaged in criminal acts against the state.
Despite all the evidence of bias in the courts and the
absence of an independent judiciary, it was claimed that
his case had been handled with due process of the law.
Yet, it was odmitted in several statements, including one
by General Kharis Suhud, that the decision to reject his
clemency pleo was taken because "he remained a diehard to
the end", in other words, what mattered was his political
stand.

The regime was particularly stung ot being called a
"military regime which came to power in 1965 by means of
a violent coup". This statement could well be the cause
of all the fuss for it turns the regime's version of the
1965 events on its head - the coup was the Army's and
Suharto's and not anyone else's.

General Ali Said, now chairman of the Supreme Court,
who chaired several extraordinary military tribunals
which passed down death sentences in the political trials
of the late 1960s and early 1970s, reiterated the claim

that Njono, the first man tried, had admitted that the
PK1 orgonised the 1965 coup ottempt, despite the foct
that Njono in court retracted the "confession" he signed
under duress during interrogation. (The court's refusal
to consider Njono's retraction is an example of the
contempt it showed for its own procedures. The verdict
admitted that although statements in court must by law
supercede statements made under interrogation, the court
would ignore Njono's retraction in court because his
reason for doing so was "political’. Njono was sentenced
to death and later executed.)

Human rights report makes matters worse

As if the resolutions were not enough, the European
Parliament was also due to consider a draft annual report
on human rights abuses worldwide containing a poragroph
criticising Indonesian practices in East Timor and West
Papua. This gave the puppet governors, 1zaae Hindom in
West Papua and Mario Carrascalao in East Timor a chance
to join the chorus against the European Parlioment. The
paragraph on Indonesia reads:

The European Parliament... is gravely concerned
about...

The policies of repression and terror pursued by the
Indonesian authorities in Irian Jaya and East Timor,
including massacres by military forces, summary
executions, indiscriminate arrest, torture, desths in
detention and abductions; the Indonesian Government has
continued to exert pressure on Papua New Guinea for the
return of refugees who have fled from Irian Jaya; in
addition to the imprisonment of large numbers of
alleged secessionists, a number of political prisoners
arrested after the coup of 1965 still face the death
penalty.

The 'European Parlioment affair’ became so serious that
an emergency meeting of Indonesian ambassadors in all EEC
countries was held in Vienna to discuss the 'crisis' with
the DPR delegation. The DPR's presence at the dialogue
with the Europeon Parlioment was a matter of "strategic
importance', said DPR member, Rachmat Witulor of Golkor.
"We also want to inject o spirit of daring into our
diplomats by showing them how to stand up to these white-
skinned people." (Sinar Harapan, 6 July)

The subsequent 'dialogue’ in Luxemburg had no effect on
the resolutions, and some members of the Parliament's
ASEAN region delegation repeated their condemnation of
the executions. The point was repeated in the joint
statement issued at the end of the 'dialogue’. In plenary
session, the Parliament decided to postpone adoption of
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EAST TIMOR S
- 25 Jan. 85 one platoon of 53
%ﬁ;ig%ézggnlgfLSZ:;::;LXFO company D of unit 2 in com- Sa
bat with the Indonesian
G . ll CtiVi tieS of the 2nd unit fought with a.:myw:‘esultingzl dead and
uerili a a two platoons of the Indo~ 4 wounded and capturin
nesian bat. 521 causing 6 wo ‘p‘ g
January— February 1985 deaths and capturing many %xzﬁ;;mmnmnmd
13 Jan., 85 two sections of modern weapons. -
company A of the 4th unit , 8 Jan. 85 A combined action in
;:flitgated'camp Ota}alar; Iliomar by 2 platoons of com-
gu:rd: ;T::Tan security 2 Febr. 85 one platoon of pany A of unit two and 1 pla-

company B of unit 3 in battle toop of comP.A of un?t one

with a column of bat. 612 to against native security forces.
the east of Ai-tanak causing 10 Hansips(Timorese conscripts)
4 dead and two wounded to the died and many weapons captured.
enemy and capturing modern
AR15 weapons,

28 Febr. 85 one platoon at-
tacks camp Manutas causing
4 deaths to the enemy.

ATAURO ISLAND

20 Febr. 85 the 2nd company
attacks camp Munibon/Bemori
causing 8 deaths to the lo-
cal enemy security forces.

> 11 Jan. 85 Indonesian retaliation

BAUEAU. to the Iliomar action. Aerial

WANATYTG " Hr— LOS PALOS attack by one squadron of three

\ i L Bronco OV 10. One of the Broncos
suffered major damage by machine-

LIKISA

m‘r'?a/zu gun and'crashed between Wai-~Luli
\ and Geri-Wai.
SAILEU
ména . ¢\ |LlJan. 85 one platoon of a
Viug company of unit two infil-
3%

trated camp Sargata/Ilrabere
MALIANA  aARO  Bame in Uatocaral?au, no combat be-
cause security forces ran away.

13 Febr. 85 the guerillas at-
tack camp Hatupo/Purami in-
flicting 4 deaths to the oc-
cupying forces.

22 Jan. 85 two sections of
company B beat two platoons
of TNI (Indonesian regular

2 Febr. 85 j i
army) causing several casual- 5 Jan. 85 ambush by a sec- \\\ ;_EEEETES—O;ncg:;:éua;uo??rl
ties tion of the 3rd company over the 2nd unit clashez Witk
— . a platoon of native armed :
iy soldiers (Ratih) capturing 2.pl?toons of the TNI resul-
arms and ammunition glng.one dead and one woun-
< ed,
16 Jan. 85 one platoon of 7 ;\L e — \\\\\
5 Jan. 85 two platoons of the company D entered th? camp Sizgsgé_s? z:manAa:fuiheoged 15 Jan. 85 twelve Indonesian
2nd autonomous company of FA- Ue-Susu/Alas, no resistance unit killed 4 ?;d nesian nl soldiers of bat.321 killed
LINTIL attack camp Aucupau, because the security forces diers and 4 other: rom as:a‘ by resistance actions of the
i ran away. - opulatio .
wounding 13 enemy troops Yy tive auxiliary group at Ate pfpzhat; n to.the southeast |
L Wai/Kelikai. ° e Mt. Builo.
17 Jan. 85 2nd autonomous com- 12 Jan. 85 two sections of
pany assaults camp Iliman and the company B of the 4th unit \\L
Sape. In combat 1 Indonesian captured arms and ammunition 11 Jan. 85 battle be tween
soldier was killed and another between Betano and Same. one platoon of company A
wounded.

and a platoon of Ratih in

Soibada capturing arms and
ammunition.

Source : Radio MAUBERE, June 23rd, 1985
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More refugees arrive in PNG

Despite all the exertions of the Indonesian government to repatriate the many thousands of West Papuan refugees in Papua
New Guipea, little more than 200 have returned in the past six months. At the same time, there has been a huge influx of
newcomers following reports of intensified military operations against the 0P M Independence movement, in the north-east
of Irian Jaya (West Papua) as well as in the interior. Adding a new dimension to the exodus, five refugees from Merauke

have made their way by canoe to Australia's Thursday island, north of Queensland.

2,000 more refugees cross or are waiting to cross the
border

According to the Sydney Morning Herald (2 July), some
two thousand West Papuans have recently crossed over into
Papua New Guinea or are about to cross over.

More than five hundred are waiting to cross up near the
northern corner of West Sepik province, just south of the
border town of Wutung. News about these refugees was
first made public by Father John Etheridge, Bishop of
Vanimo (The Age, 23 June) after receiving information
that 560 Papuans had left their homes and were tdking
refuge in an OPM camp. He had been asked for help with
medicine, food and clothes, but said he could not help as
long as they remain on Indonesian soil. Quoting a letter
from the OPM, Bishop Etheridge said that some had walked
a long way from the interior. They were afraid of the
Indonesians and many had died from Indonesian actions.

The other 1,500 Papuans have already crossed into PNG
near the Yapsie river which is situated just north of the
central mountain range, some 250 kilometres south of
Wutung. This is an area not affected by the large-scale
crossings of refugees during 1984. The nearest refugee
camps are about 125 kilometres south, in Tarabits and
Kungim, or 100 kilometres north, in Green River.

In June, military operations were launched against the
OPM by 200 PNG Defence Force troops, apparently in
coordination with operations launched on the other side

Returned refugees and

Information is coming to light about Indonesian
persecution of West Papuans who have returned voluntarily
or been handed back by the PNG authorities.

There is no doubt that despite all the exertions of
both Indonesian and PNG governments, the number of
refugees returning has been nothing more than a trickle.
Figures given by different sources vary. Indonesian media
reports give a total of 223 who returned in three groups:
99 in December 1984, 58 in May and 646 in June 1985. (See
for example Kompas, 13 June) A letter from a West Papuan
refugee in Telefomin gives o higher total of 255: 155 in
December, and two groups of 50 in May and June. The
strategem of removing the more vocal refugees from
Blackwara camp in March (see  TAPOL Bulletin No 6%, May
1985, page 17) to prevent them from "influencing" others
not to repatriate seems to have had no effect at all.

In addition to the repatriation of refugees, the PNG
authorities have also deported a number of OPM fighters,
with dreadful consequences.

Three deported OPM men feared dead

Sifting through a number of reports received about the
fate of eight OPM members deported to Indonesia in
December, TAPOL believes that three died within a week of
their return, as a result of treatment at the hands of
the military. The eight forcibly repatriated men were:
Mathias Offide (24), Musa Offide (21), Keliopas Offide
(22), Onesimus Indey (25), Manuel Abisai (24), Nixon
Abisai (20), Jehezkiel Klofle-Srikadifat (21) and
Christofel Misiren (30).

These eight surrendered to the PNG authorities on 13
December following an attack on the OPM headquarters,
Markas Victoria, somewhere in the northeast corner of
Irian Jaya. They were tried by the Vanimo district court
five doys later for illegal entry but were acquitted and

of the border by a far larger contingent of Indonesian
troops. The first PNG operations were directed against an
OPM camp in Skotiau, west of Bewani. Two weeks later, PNG
troops continued their anti-OPM operations, this time,
incredibly, on the Indonesian side of the border about
five miles west of Wutung. Although nothing has appeared
in the press about the Indonesian operations, TAPOL
understands that some 3,000 troops were involved.

These coordinated actions followed discussions held
between PNG and Indonesian officials at a meeting of the
Border Liaison Conmittee early in May. Nuigini News (13
May) strongly condemned the joint military operations in
an editorial entitled, "Let Jakarta fight its own war".
It wrote:

We appear to be ready to do Jakarta's bidding by

trapping (the OP M) in a pincer movement on the border.

If they stand and fight, some of our soldiers may be

killed. If they flee, the Indonesians are said to be

waiting in their thousands to mop them up. One can only
speculate on the likely reaction of 10,000 Irian Jayan
refugees and the OPM's many sympathisers here.

PNG's participation in operations against the OPM would
appear to be the price Port Moresby has to pay to
convince Jakarta that it will not give sanctuary to OPM
guerillas or sympathisers. Whatever the PNG government
imagines it is achieving in clamping down on OPM
activities, the operations can only exacerbate the
refugee problem.

deportees face retaliation

should have then been allowed to enter the Blackwara
refugee camp near Vanimo. However, they remained under
police custody ond were deported to Indonesia on 22
December together with the Blackwara camp refugees who
were repatriated on that day.

According to a report from OPM sources dated 3 May
1985, two of the eight men, Christofel Misiren ond
Jehezkiel Klofle were singled out and tdken for
questioning to divisional military headquarters in
Jayapura (Laksusda/Kodam XV1I). The others were allowed
to return to their kompungs. During interrogation,
Christofel was brutally beaten, and a blow at his head
proved fatal. He was taken to Dok-1I General Hospital and
died there on 23 December. Jehezkiel Klofle was also
subjected to both physical and mental maltreatment. He
died at home on 23 December from an injury to the neck
inflicted during interrogation. The other six had been
taken to Aryoka Hospital before returning home; while
there, they were given injections. On 28 December, Nixon
Abisai had a sudden fit and died instantly. The next day,
Keliopas Offide also had a fit but survived, thanks to
lmmediate treatment. When Nixon Abisai's body was
examined at Dok-11 General Hospital, poisonous fluids
were discovered. The other five were then given antidotes
to save them from the same fate. (These events suggest
that while the military use hospital facilities for
lethal purposes, the staff there can and do apply proper
medical treatment to protect the victims.)

The whereabouts of Misiren and Klofle were later
investigated by two refugees from comps in PNG who were
allowed to accompany the group of repatriants sent back
to Jayapura in May 1985. These two had gone as
'witnesses' of the repatriation. After returning to PNG,
they toured the camps to tell other refugees what they
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range of organisations as yet outside government control.
These include many youth and student organisations, some
professional associations, a whole range of single-issue
groups concerned with legal aid and human rights, the
environment and consumer-protection as well as village-
based community development projects. The bill gives the
Executive wunrestricted powers to exercise 'guidance’
(pembinaan) over all societies, requiring them not only
to comply with the Pancasila as interpreted by the
government but also to merge with other organisations so
as the ensure that each sectional interest is served by
only one organisation. Experience has shown that forced
mergers facilitate goverrment interference and provoke
internal conflicts, paralysing an organisation's ability
to function properly.

Although. the law allows a two-year period of transition
during which organisations must fall in line, the
government's 'pembinaan’ powers have already been used by
Abdul Gofur, the Minister of Youth Affairs to prevent any
youth or student organisation from holding a congress
unless it first promises to adopt Pancasila as its sole
principle. The Minister was infuriated when the Islamic
Students' Union (HMI1) 1984 congress refused to adopt
Pancasila in advance of the enactment of the Societies
Low. Since then, no congresses have token place and some
student organisations have been disrupted by branches
taking pre-emptive decisions to adopt Pancasila, claiming
with government encouragement to spedk on behalf of the
organisation as a whole. A number of organisations,
including the HMI, are now deeply divided by such moves.

The bill empowers the government to dissolve any
organisation which "undermines national security".
Strenuous efforts were made, notably by the Legal Aid
Institution, to limit these powers by proposing that
dissolution should be a matter for the Judiciary, not the

Executive. With a judiciary so heavily committed to
defending government policies, this could hardly give
much protection, yet here too no concessions of substance
were granted. The only 'concession' was a new clause
stipulating that the opinion of the Supreme Court should
be sought before an organisation is disbanded. The
chairman of the Supreme Court, General Ali Said, must be
laughing at the thought that his heavily-militarised team
of judges will leap to the defence of any organisation
out of favour with the regime.

Pancasila totalitarianism

With the Societies Law now on the statute books,
Indonesia’s particular brand of totalitarianism known as
'Pancasila Democracy' has acquired new weapons of
tepression. So finally, a word about the regime's chosen
ideology, the Pancasila or Five Principles. What do they
mean in practice? The principle, 'belief in One God'
does not uphold religious freedom for only five
officially-sanctioned religions are permitted - Islam,
Protestantism, Catholicism, Hinduism and Buddhism. It
excludes atheism ond outlaws many 'non-recognised'
religions and numerous systems of traditional beliefs.
The principle of 'national unity' is used by the regime
to demand conformity with its objectives of safeguarding
national stability and not endangering national security.
The sanctions for undermining these objectives are laid
down in the draconian anti-subversion law. The principle
of 'consensus through consultation' is simply a framework
for outlawing social dispute and conflict, shielding the
regime from dissent. 'Humanitarianism' and ‘social
justice' mean nothing to a population confronted with

injustice and gross inequalities and denied the right to
defend itself.

The reorganisation of the Indonesian armed forces
Part II

(The first part, which dealt with the re-organisation of
the Army, appeared in TAPOL Bulletin no. 69, May 1985.)

In July this year, the top brass of the Indonesian Armed
Forces (ABRI) held its annual RAPIM (Rapat Pimpinan or
Leadership Meeting), formerly known as "Commanders'
Call". ABRI's annual meeting and the annual meeting of
provincial governors, most of them military men, are the
two major events in the political calendar when the
country's military leaders adopt key decisions setting
the pattern for the coming twelve months. This year's
RAPIM, held as ABRI's re-organisation was in full swing,
was of particular importance.

General Suharto used the occasion to reiterate the
importance of ABRI's '"oneness with the people"
(kemanunggalan ABRI-Rdkyat), a convenient euphemism for
ABRI's Dwifungsi (Dual Function) which is the cornerstone
of military rule.

Jobs for the boys

This year's RAPIM took decisions about the social
and political role of ABRI's dwifungsi (dual function)
and the social welfare of ABRI's 'extended family’
(keluarga besar ABRI) which extends to the wives and
families of the troops, and retired officers and men.
Murdani and Rudini have both repeatedly given public
assurances that the re-organisation will not entail
widespread redundancies, a sure sign that many complaints
are being voiced in the Army. In any case, lower ranks
are required to retire at 45, still able-bodied and
potentially dangerous, trigger-happy men if they fail to
get reasonably well-paid jobs.

In order to absorb these men, the regime intends to
channel many into new areas of activity: guarding the
prisons and the forests. The announcement by Minister of

Justice, General Ismdel Saleh, that retired soldiers
would immediately occupy 10,000 job vacancies as prison
guards, rising to 30,000 in the near future, came soon

after a number of spectacular prison bredks. The escape
of 32 prisoners from Jdkarto's Salembo Prison had all the
hallmarks of official connivance, fuelling the belief
that it was intended to expose the civilian-run prison
service as grossly incompetent and ripe for replacement.

The proposal that retired soldiers should be
appointed as forest rangers come from President Suharto
himself. Until now the forestry police service has been
strictly civilion and, moreover, forbidden from carrying
weapons following o regulation introduced by Admiral
Sudomo when he was still commander of Kopkamtib requiring
all non-military personnel to hand their weapons in to
the authorities. The forests represent an added security
risk because of their potential os  locations for
guerrilla activity. According to General Surono,
Minister-Coordinator for Political and Security Affairs,
to whom it fell to implement Suharto's edict, the new-
style Forest Rangers Corps will be coordinated directed
by his ministerial sector, placing it firmly within
ABRI's orbit.

Caring for ABRI's 'extended family'

This is the activity which has been used since the
birth of the Ammy to justify ABRI's role as entrepreneur
in charge of businesses for the purpose of accumvulating
'social welfare funds' for the troops. These 'non-
budgetary' funds are spent not only on troop welfare but
on military supplies including weapons, as well as lining
the pockets of those in charge. Companies, cooperatives
and foundations run by divisions and commands exist by
the hundred, operating airlines, imports and exports,
forestry exploitation, insurance schemes, supplying Army
uniforms and boots and a great deal else besides. This
system of special funding means that expenditure on ABRI
is far in excess of the amount which appears in the State
budget.

After General Rudini was appointed Army Chief-of-

Continued on page 20
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Continued from page 19

Staff in 1983, he launched Operasi Kartika to clean up
and centralise all these business activities. Rudini's
‘clean-up' resulted in the dismissal of 24 senior
officers for mismanagement and corruption. But far more
crucial was his announcement, prior to the RAPIM meeting,
that a new company, PT Tri Ubaya Bhakti (PT Truba) has
been set up, of which he is the sole share-holder, to
manage and control all these business ventures. Rudini
told Sinar Harapan, (11 May 1985) that under the new
company, the funds involved will increase "drastically",
boasting that they could be boosted tenfold.

The Police

The only force whose structure will remain largely
intact under the present re-organisation is the Police
Force, with 17 regional forces and an expansion in
personnel from 140,000 to 170,000 men by 1988. ABRI
commander General Benny Murdani and the Chief of Police,
General Anton Soedjarwo both recognise that a larger
police force is needed because "social conflicts are
bound to occur everywhere" (Kompas, 18 June).

The role of the Police in maintaining security and
order is apparently to be given far greater emphasis.
Until now, the Police, itself a force riddled with graft,
has occupied a subordinate role with hardly any real
authority to fight corruption and organised crime, much
of it protected or instigated by members of the Army.
Even traffic policemen have always shunned
'‘confrontations'with soldiers who commit speeding or
other road offences.

The only period when the Police enjoyed a degree of
independence was in the 1950s ond early 1960s when
Sukarno needed to foster political power bases to
counter-balance the Army and appointed men loyal to him
to run the Force. Under the 1949 re-organisation of ABRI,

* * *

Fire destroys Radio
Republik Indonesia

After months of relative calm, Indonesia was again hit by
a wave of disastrous rires in June and July. This time,
rural targets were aoffected as well as important city
buildings. Although the authorities refuse to admit that
the fires may have been deliberately started, there have
been calls for investigations to determine the political
implications of the unexplained series of fires.

The most damaging fire, politically, was the one that
completely gutted the headquarters of Radio Republik
Indonesia (RRI), in the centre of Jakarta on 20 July. RRI
is the regime's most effective propaganda weapon.

Ten days before the RRI fire, the Metro Building, a new
ten-storey shopping complex in Pasar Baru, Jakarta was
also completely destroyed by fire. During June, tens of
thousands of hectares of plantations were razed to the
ground in North and West Sumatra, and in Aceh.

General (retired) Suhardiman, deputy leader of Golkar's
parliomentary group was the most vocal about the possible
political implications of Sumatra's fires. After a visit
to North Sumatra in early July, he declared that the
regions affected were "quantitatively and qualitatively"
strongly pro-communist in the 1960s, and in 1978 became
strong bases for "the extreme right and its 'Jihad
Command™. General Murdani was right, he said, to warn
that conmunists "could infiltrate everywhere... even in
communities where religious beliefs are strong." He said
15,000 of the 21,000 hectares destroyed were small-
holding plantations, much of which was owned by "certain
ofticials" which could have made them the target of
"irresponsible groups in society" (Sinar Harapon 10
July).

the heavily-purged Police Force lost all its autonomy and
was fully integrated into the Armed Forces, little more
than a fourth, wooden leg of the Armed Forces.

In Murdani's words, the Police Force (Polri) is now
to be 'de-militarised', professionalised and restored to
its original function of being in charge of low and
order. The shift has been evident for some time already.
Thus, Polri is now forming its own death-squads to
replace the Army's death-squads which murdered thousands
of people in 1983 and 1984. In those days, they were the
victims of 'petrus’, the 'mysterious killers'. The Polri
Jokarta chief has added a new term to the vocabulary of

Indonesia's killer tradition with his expression,
'disukabumikan' (literally, 'sent to Sukabumi'), giving a
macabre twist to the town in West Java whose name also
means 'fond of the earth' (suka-bumi).

The stress on giving Polri back its autonomy with an
identity of its own, suggests that Murdani expects the

Force to operate more effectively not only against non-

military criminals but against military-backed crime as
well. Polri will also be expected to operate as an 'anti-
terrorist' force in urban areas with its professionally-
trained bomb-disposal units. But there are reasons to
believe that Polri operations will focus primarily on
regions regarded as relatively free from security
disorders. Thus, according to Polri Chief, General Anton
Soedjarwo, major regional police forces (Polda) will be
located only in Java, South Sumatra, North Sumatra, North
and South Sulowesi and Bali. This leaves out Aceh, West
aond East Kalimantan, Maluku, Irian Jaya and East Timoer,
which are precisely the regions where armed resistonce
exists or hos existed in the past. They are the regions
listed by Ginanjar Kartasasmita, chairman of the
Investment Coordination Booard, as the places where
investment projects require security clearance from the
Ministry of Defence and Security. In other words, these
as the 'rawan' (disturbed) regions where law and order
becomes an almost exclusively military affair.

Even in regions relatively free of major
disturbances, the Army is called in when large-scale
disturbances break out, as for example in Tanjung Priok
last September. On such occasions, the Police cannot be
trusted to implement the Armmy's policy and if they play a
role at all, it is only secondary.

Next issue: Part III. The Navy and the Air Force.
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