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New arrests in West Papua
Paracommandos in Charge

There has been a sharp increase in the number of political arrests
in West Papua in the past few months. The new wave of
repression appears to be partly the results of activities by
paracommando — Kopassandha — troops who now reinforce
troops of the Irian Jaya XVIIth Divisional Command in their
intelligence and repressive activities, performing a role similar to
the one they perform in East Timor. The arrests are also related
to a new upsurge in attacks on military posts by Free Papua
Movement (OPM) guerrillas in many parts of the country. The
military appear to be determined to discover and smash the links
that must certainly exist between the OPM and Papuans living in
the urban centres.

Kopassandha intelligence units are now operating from a
building formerly known as the Panorama Bar in Batu Putih
district, Polimak, Jayapura. At the end of December 1983, at
least twenty persons were known to be in detention at this
building.

Museum curator arrested

The curator of the Anthropology Museum at Abepura,
Arnold C. Ap was arrested by Kopassandha on 30 November.
He was taken from his home early in the morning by troops not
in uniform who arrived in a vehicle not bearing a military
number-plate. He was driven straight to the Panorama building.
For.several weeks afterwards, friends and family were unable to
make contact with him. In December, the Jakarta Legal Aid
Institute cabled the military commander of Irian Jaya protesting
that it was illegal for a detainee not to be allowed to inform his
family of his whereabouts. The LBH said that the detainee
should be properly charged and tried if there was any case
against him; if not, he should be released immediately. (Sinar
Harapan, 16 December, 1983.)

Arnold Ap (38 years) is well known to students of the
Cendrawasih University under whose direction the museum is
run. He is also an announcer at Jayapura radio and co-ordinator
of a popular Mambesak folk song and dance group that is
endeavouring to keep Papuan cultural activities alive. Some
contacts suggest that the military object to these cultural
activities, yet find themselves in a dilemma because they
themselves occasionally use traditional Papuan dance and music
to lure guerrillas from the bush.

Arnold Ap was arrested and held for questlomng for several
days about a year ago; he was accused on that occasion of having

instigated the students who unfurled a Papuan flag in Jayapura
on 1 July 1982. Nothing was proven and he was released; the
students were brought to trial and sentenced to several years’
imprisonment.

Provincial government officials and students
arrested

" Kopassandha troops have also arrested Asser Demotekai (60
years), who recently retired as Head of the Village Development
Directorate of the provincial government. Two Cendrawasih
University students were arrested at the same time: John
Rumainum and Timo Kambu. They were both held for
questioning for several weeks. According to the latest reports,
John Rumainum is still under detention and, like Arnold Ap and
Asser Demotekai, is still in Kopassandha hands.

Demotekai, who was arrested on the 18th October, comes
from the region of Genjem, to the east of Jayapura, a region of
heightened guerrilla activity. In the late seventies, he was
chairman of a Traditional Land Rights Defence Committee in
Nimboran which campaigned to protect Papuan land rights
against expropriation by the central government in favour of
Javanese migrants who are now being brought into the region in
large numbers. Genjem is the centre of one of the larger
transmigration projects in Irian Jaya. It was in this region that
Kopassandha troops recently shot dead three OPM guerrillas
who had surrendered to the Indonesian forces. Shortly before
Demotekai’s arrest his son Martinus died in suspicious
circumstances. He was a well-known advocate of an independent
West Papua. Some friends claim that he was poisoned by the
Secret Service. (Nederlands Dagblad, 6th Deoember 1983.)

Another provincial government official who is now in
Kopassandha’s hands is Titus Dansidan (50 years), Head of the
Social and Political Affairs Department of the provincial
government. In the early period of Dutch-Indonesian conflict
over the future of West Papua, Dansidan is reported to have
taken a pro-Indonesian position. Both Demotekai and
Dansidan, senior civil servants, are now being accused of having
pro-OPM sympathies.

Constant Ruhukail, a student at Cendrawasih University, is
also under arrest; he has recently been engaged in doing
fieldwork in Fakfak in connection with his studies. This is his
second experience of arrest. Another student, Yulianus Degei
was also arrested and held for questioning for several months,
then released.

Inside: Six more pages of information from West Papua



Six women who raised the Papuan flag
sentenced

Six women who unfurled the Papuan flag in defiance of the
Indonesian government in 1980 have now been tried. The leader
of the group, Persila Yakadewa, was sentenced to five years.
Three other women were given four years each; the remaining

two got three years. The last two have now been released (their

names are not yet known), and the other four are required to
serve their full sentences. They are all being held at the Abepura
Prison, having been moved back some time ago from Wamena
where they were transferred in 1982.

Human Rights pfotection in West Papua

Irian Jaya is the worst region in Indonesia for human rights
abuse, said Mulya Lubis, chairman of the Association of Legal
Aid Institutes (LBH), after making a visit to the territory. In an
effort to help the victims of abuse in a place where virtually
nothing is available for them, the LBH will soon set up a branch
in Jayapura as well as a legal aid post in Merauke, in the south.

“The new Criminal Procedural Code might just as well not
exist, for it has no reverberations in Irian Jaya”, said Lubis. The
only non-governmental social institutions functioning there are
the missions, but they are more interested in spiritual affairs. If
they do try to take up social problems, they come in for all kinds
of accusations. The vast majority of people have no idea of their
legal rights.

One of the most harmful effects of development is the
expropriation of land for transmigration projects in complete
disregard of the traditional land rights of the local population.
Many local inhabitants are losing land that is absolutely vital to
their well-being, and are receiving no compensation at all. The
state grants formal land rights to foreign investors even though
the land in question is subject to traditional usufruct by local

people (who have no formal documents to prove it). .

The LBH is now gathering information about abuses in Irian
Jaya, but Lubis warned that if something is not done, .and
quickly, things could deteriorate rapidly for the local population.

He was deeply disturbed too because of the harmful effec.:t
development is having on local culture. Development is
destroying a whole way of life; if criticism and protest are
regarded by the authorities as being anti-development and
against the unitary state, things could lead to national
disintegration. Sinar Harapan, 20 and 31 October 1983.

It is also reparted that the Catholic diocesan bishops in the
Asmat region on the south-east coast has set up a Human Rights
Committee to try to protect local people against the rapacious
activities of timber companies, particularly in the Asmat region.
As part of their campaign, the Committee circulated
questionnaires asking people to report their attitudes towards
logging. The questionnaires were soon branded by the military
as “subversive pamphlets”, and the Committee was ordered to
submit questionnaires that had been returned for scrutiny by the
authorities. The only Papuan member of the Human Rights
Committee, Yufen Biakai is known to have been beaten up in
Sawa-Erma by local police on 7 October, in an attempt to
intimidate him and other members of the Committee.

Murder and intimidation of villagers

On 22nd September Indonesian troops arrested a family
named Mebri from the village of Bring, Jayapura District, as
they were going to their garden plot early in the morning. The
victims were interrogated and severely tortured. That same
afternoon all the people from their village and from the two
neighbouring villages of Yansen and Idjagrang were ordered out
to watch the head of the Mebri family being shot dead by the
soldiers. The villagers were then instructed to leave the body
lying in the open without being buried as a warning to those who
sympathised with the OPM.

Nederlands Dagblad, 6 December 1983.

Huge transmigration planned for Merauke

A report in Mutiara, (23 October 1983) the fortnightly magazine
of Sinar Harapan, gives a comprehensive account of the rapid
transformation taking place in and around Merauke on the south
coast of West Papua (Indonesia’s “province of Irian Jaya”) not
far from the border with Papua New Guinea. The three articles
written by George Aditjondro show convincingly how this
transformation is causing widespread distress and unrest among
the area’s native Papuan population.

Merauke district is in the process of becoming a major
location for the resettlement of “transmigrants” from densely-
populated Java. Aditjondro says Merauke which was left in
sleepy neglect during the first two five-year plans (Pelita I and
Pelita IT) has sprung to life since 1980. It is now inundated with
“survey teams, consultants, Inpres!-project construction agents,
journalists, doctors, and goodness knows who else. In just two
weeks, Asmat Hotel has seen no fewer than seven teams come
and go — a ‘land team’ a ‘water team’, a ‘bird team’, a
‘topography team’, a ‘doctors team’, a ‘tifa-tifa (drums) team’
and an ‘Inpres-projects construction team’”.

Whilst the visiting outsiders revel in the attractive facilities
provided for their comfort and enjoyment, the local Mayu,
Mandobo and Kimaam farmers who eke out a living in poor
kampungs on the outskirts of the town, bemoan their worsening
fate, unable to keep up with rising costs which affect the price of
goods they need to purchase, the cost of education for their
children and so on.

Two-thirds of the land for transmigration

No less than two-thirds of the total area of Merauke district
which consists of altogether 12,630 square kilometres is being
allocated as transmigration locations.Planned migration from

Java for Pelita IIT (1979/80 to 1983/84) envisaged an influx of
20,000 families or altogether 100,000 souls, but the target is not
likely to be fulfilled. Up to early 1983, 2,590 families had been
resettled, with an additional 3,350 families expected to arrive by
April 1984, for a total influx of about 32,000 people. To judge by
the heightened level of bureaucratic and construction activity
now taking place as described in the Mutiara articles, it is
apparently intended to eliminate the bottlenecks hampering
transmigration so far, to achieve the Pelita IV target which has
been put at a staggering 127,250 families for the district of
Merauke alone.

Development of the transmigration locations has been
accompanied by the construction of the Trans Irian Jaya
Highway linking the capital, Jayapura, in the north with
Merauke in the south, and running close to the border (in some
places several kilometres across the border, until PNG officials
protested) with Papua New Guinea. Aditjondro identifies the
obstacles to a faster rate of resettlement as being delays and
breakdowns in land clearance, the critical shortage of water in
some parts of the district, the severity of the climate which
frequently ruins crops planted by resettler families, and the
danger of wild animal attacks on the exposed perimeters of the
transmigration locations. :

Substantial government investment has gone into a number of
projects that will provide the infrastructure for the new economic
activity being planned for the region. These include a “Palapa”
satellite station, a large oil terminal being built by the state oil
company Pertamina, the construction of the Mopaa Baru airport
and the building of roads from Merauke out to the various
transmigration locations.

1. Projects funded by special presidential instructions.
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called Yoku came from Sentani, but Johanis was not from
there.) I saw this elderly man being beaten so badly that the flesh
on his lips and cheeks looked like tomato pulp. Another prisoner
named Musa, a member of the police force, had his skill cracked,
and a friend of mine named Lukas Alwi was beaten brutally; his
penis was kicked hard by an army sergeant, and his legs were
struck hard with a piece of iron taken from a camp bed.

When you escaped from prison, plans were being made to
transfer all the prisoners to Wamena. Why did they do this? Were
the six women who raised the flag in 1980 among those
transferred? We heard that they were going to be tried. Did that
ever happen?

The reasons for the transfer were:
1. To hide the fact that there are activists of the Free Papua
Movement struggling for an independent West Papua.
2. To deceive international organisations such as Amnesty,
should they try to investigate reports about political detainees
being held in Irian Jaya.
3. The Intelligence Section had just got a new command office
and camp for detainees about 17 kms from Jayapura, at Waena-
Sentani. From what we heard, the prisoners would be taken
there and then further “screened”. The “heavy cases” would be
transferred down south to Tanah Merah, the pre-war
concentration camp known as Digul.
4. To isolate the prisoners from their families and to make it
easier to eliminate prisoners without any fuss from the families.

I don’t know what happened following my escape but I think
my escape did have the effect of forcing the authorities to
abandon some of their more evil plans. Before my escape, we
had all been told that arrangements were going ahead for us to
be tried, but right up to the last moment, there was no sign at all
that any trials were being prepared. I don’t know whether the six
women have been tried but I do know that if they are tried, the
charge will be subversion because they have opposed the
Indonesian government. If tried, they could get sentences of 15
years. In most cases, when people are tried in Jayapura, they are
then transferred to a major prison, usually Kalisosok Prison in
Surabaya, East Java.

“, . . transmigration, 60% funded
by World Bank, aims to create a
‘living fence’ for military and
strategic purposes . . .”

1 could mention also the case of Clementz Hanggaibak, the
subdistrict chief (Camat) of Timika, the copper-mining region,
who was severely tortured by a member of the Armed Forces.
He was given electric shock treatment and forced to make
confessions, even though he was in no way connected with the
OPM. The interrogator had his eye on Hanggaibak'’s sister, and
thought that by implicating the man in the OPM, it would be
easier for him to have his way with the woman. This is an
example of how the Armed Forces violate our basic rights, and
also expropriate our land for re-possession by transmigrants.

There are already about 13,000 transmigrant families from
Java in Irian Jaya, many of whom have been settled in areas that
are centres of OPM activity and along the border with Papua
New Guinea. About 60 per cent of the funding for this
transmigration comes from the World Bank, yet the objectives
are to water down the OPM struggle, to create a “living fence”
for military and strategic purposes, to facilitate the assimilation
of our people by getting rid of the aboriginal Papuan inhabitants,
and to prepare for a future war with PNG to secure its
integration into Indonesia.

What about your own involvement with OPM activities?

Early in 1968, I was a member of the underground movement
in Doyobaru, responsible for distributing pamphlets supporting
the struggle for an independent Papuan state. We published a
journal called Melanesian Triumph, and later another called The
Voice of Liberty. We distributed these publications to places all
the way from Doyobaru (Senatani, Jayapura) to Cendrawasih
University in Abepura.

In 1969, I became secretary of Pentana Muda, the youth
organisation of Pencinta Tanah Air (Lovers of the Motherland)
which supported the OPM. I helped organise a demonstration on
11 April 1969 of youth and students in Jayapura, in front of the
office of the UN representative, Dr. Ortiz Sanz. I was arrested
and held at the prison of the Navy Department in Hamadi. I was
beaten and given electric shocks at night while I was being
interrogated, and my lips were burnt with a lighted cigarette.
The man who arrested me then was a naval lieutenant named
Soeharno.

I was very much opposed to the 1969 referendum (the “act of
free choice”). I was arrested for this with all the members of my
group. A friend of mine, Lodewijk Runtoboy had a flag-pole
tied round his neck and was dragged across the flag-ceremony
court by a naval officer. His mind went as a result of the way he
was treated and he died a year later, after being released, in his
home town of Serui.

At night when we wanted to sleep, a soldier would throw
water on the floor of our cell making it impossible for us to lie
down without a mat or blanket, neither of which we were
allowed to have. I was released after a few months of this.

In 1972, T was again involved in the Free-Papua movement
when I was still working at the Fundwi project in Hamadi. The
movement had issued a clandestine document calling on students
and government employees to take part in the independence
movement. On this occasion I was arrested by Lieutenant
Simandjuntak, a Batak in the Military Police (CPM), and I was
kicked and beaten round the head so severely that I lost
consciousness. In fact, on one occasion, I was about to be
murdered. I was ordered into a vehicle and blindfolded. After
reaching our destination, we were ordered out and taken into a
forest where we were to be executed. We stood in line and heard
our comrades being shot one by one, and their bodies falling into
a grave. I was weeping as I held onto a soldier (I cannot walk
without my crutches as [ am a cripple), and with one foot, I could
feel the wall of the “grave” which had already been prepared. I
prayed fervently, and wept so much that the cloth covering my
eyes became soaking wet. My prayers, it seems, were answered
for I suddenly heard a motor-cycle approach. An officer alighted
with an order that prisoner No.41 (that was me) should return to
the prison.

My arrest on 10 July 1979 came after I helped prepare a
memorandum taken by a West Papuan delegation to a South
Pacific Conference in Canberra in September 1979. It called on
the South Pacific countries to initiate steps with the UN to find a
solution to the West Papuan question. We proposed that a
referendum should be held under UN auspices.

I was appointed secretary of the Free Papua Movement
branch in Jayapura by Seth Rumkorem, and was also a member
of the National Intelligence Service for the Free Papua
Movement, with the task of counteracting Indonesian
intelligence activities.

I would like to end my interview with a quotation from a
journalist who was in West Papua at the time of the “act of free
choice” in 1969:

I witnessed that event and saw the hypocrisy of world politics and felt
the numbing sadness of a people being taken over by another race. I
lost count of the number of Papuans who, under cover of darkness,
thrust letters under my arm or furtively into my hand. I lost count of
the number of desperate, appealing letters left in my room or hidden
in big shells given to me by Papuans so afraid that Indonesians might
find out they had communicated with a journalist. Some of the letters
were soaked in blood. One carried 5,000 names, and all spoke of
living in fear of the Indonesian army.

Hugh Lunn, Canberra Times, 1 August 1969.
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A glimpse of Indonesian policies at work

by A member of TAPOL who visited West Papua in August 1983.

Anyone who is aware of human rights abuses in a country might
well be apprehensive about going there. Very few regimes put
their repressive characterisitics on display for visitors, so that
you would leave the country knowing there were important
things you could not see. In part, West Papua is no exception,
since a visitor is unlikely to witness the killings and bombings by
Indonesian forces which certainly do occur. But there is a
general impression, that of an oppressed people, increasingly
driven away from their land and customs, and suffering an army
of occupation, which is widespread and immediately evident. It
is true that Indonesian officials like to believe that visitors see
only tourist attrractions in West Papua; but it is their
claustrophobic obsession with security which deters all but the
most enthusiastic outsiders from going there. While travelling to
parts of the area, the only Europeans and Indonesians with me
were there for military or business reasons, the two factors
behind most Indonesian thinking on West Papua.

I entered West Papua though Jayapura, as do most visitors. It
is a likeable town, with a bright blue harbour and steep green
hills, and officially the capital of the region. It is hard to think of
it as such, because there are remarkably few Papuan people to
be seen there. Shops, markets, buses and offices are all manned
by a rich ethnic mix of Javanese, Sumatrans, Makassarese, and
immigrants from other Indonesian islands. The only Papuans are
a token few in the police force, and a number standing about on
the streets. I did meet one or two who had found a niche in this
immigrant society, as teachers of minor airport employees, but
not one had a good word to say about Indonesia or the way it has
treated West Papua. It was difficult to bring out an open
response, because they all admitted a great fear of the army,
which has a large and conspicuous presence in the town. But
they all had stories to tell — from a teacher who had seen his
friend dragged off the previous year by police and later beaten
up, to an old man in Biak, who talked excitedly of younger men
who had vanished into the bush to fight the army. But most of
all, the Papuans I spoke to expressed bitter resentment at the
flood of immigrants to the area who regarded the native people
as unwanted intruders and had made the Papuans strangers in
their own land. I was, unfortunately, unable to talk to those who
had already been physically evicted by the Indonesians, but they
represent perhaps most clearly what Jakarta has in mind for
Jayapura.

Baliem

The Baliem Valley lies only a half hour’s flight to the south, but
appears to be in a different world, cool and mountainous, and
inhabited by the Dani people, whose contact with the outside
world has been limited and comparatively very recent. One
could be forgiven for thinking that their customs and way of life
have remained undamaged by the impact of Indonesian rule,
particularly as they seem to be sublimely indifferent to the world
of aircraft, soldiers and immigrants in the main town of
Wamena. As it turned out, neither the Indonesians nor the Dani
were indifferent to each other. I had to submit my travel pass to
the police, and passed the time listening to the Javanese behind
the desk telling me how the Dani could never be brought into
Indonesian society, that he didn’t like to touch them and was
disgusted by their refusal to wear clothes. Something of a
contrast to official ideas about “Indonesianisation”, but the
policeman’s views were very typical. I found little else besides
contempt and ridicule among the predominantly Indonesian
inhabitants of Wamena, and official policy there seemed to be
more directed towards ignoring the Dani rather than integrating
them. Independence Day brought with it an abundance of flags,

faces and slogans straight from Java, as though the Dani did not
exist. But the Dani villagers and educated mission staff I talked
to felt humiliated and angry about the Indonesians’ dlsregarq for
their customs, in particular the “operation” to forcg t.hem into
wearing clothes, even though the Dani in the mission wore
clothes themselves. They talked bitterly about the destruction
and looting by the army in 1977, and about its be;haviour since,
citing harassment and beatings of Dani people in Wamena. It
was no surprise that they sympathised with the OPM,. although
the penalties for this are high if it is discovered. It is hard to
assess accurately what the Indonesian administration intends for
the future in the Baliem, but with the arrival of agricultural
projects, family planning propaganda and Indone§ian films, it is
clear that they do not have the Dani people in mind, who have
no need or use for such things.

Nevertheless, I was left with a sense of some hope, seeing that
the Dani still adhere largely to the lifestyle which they have
carefully evolved over thousands of years. Such hope collapsed
when I arrived in Asmat, on the south coast. It is perhaps the
least hospitable terrain in West Papua, a vast region of great
rivers, rainforest and mud, which present the most formidable
obstacles to survival; no firm ground exists on which to travel or
build villages, and there is little to eat besides sago. The Asmat
people have managed to give some meaning to their burdensome
existence through a unique and complex culture, which includes
some of the finest wood-carving in the world. This much has
been known only in the past thirty years, yet during that time
what was a strongly individual and hostile people, has started to
lose its identity, shattered by the intrusions of a modern world
which offers it nothing.

The vanishing culture of Asmat

Asmat villages present a striking picture on seeing them for the
first time—not so much the dreary rows of thatch huts on stilts,
as the haunting faces and swollen bellies of malnourished
children. The old customs appear to have vanished, arousing
only vacant disinterest when I asked about them, and with them
has gone much of the life of the village, replaced by an
overpowering sense of apathy. People no longer carve for
ancestral feasts; they produce only trivial pieces, in the hope of
selling them to satisfy their new found craving for tobacco, which
brings to mind alcohol addiction among Aborigines in Australia.
So perhaps it is inevitable that the Asmat must come to terms
with the modern world, to enjoy the full advantages of good
food, health and education, to compensate for the loss of their
old life. I talked with a group of Javanese working with a timber
company, and they told me local people had taken to the forest
after the army had been brought in to persuade them of the
strength of Indonesia’s economic needs. In order to facilitate the
transition of the Asmat into the Indonesian version of the
twentieth century, there are now schools in most villages,
Indonesian ones gradually superseding the original mission
schools. The benefits of these for the Asmat are, to say the least,
questionable. I was frequently able to hear the eerie sound of
Pancasila or the national anthem over the top of the usual jungle
sounds, but teachers told me that they were able to teach little
else for lack of books, pens or paper. One chief pointed his
school out to me with pride, but scowled when I mentioned
government supervision; later that day, a Makassarese inspector
paid a visit and administered a severe reprimand over some
failure to comply with regulations, which humiliated him in front

~ of the whole village. He (the inspector) told me that he had to

discipline the chief in order that the villagers should respect
Indonesian authority.
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Death-squads

Meanwhile macabre reports have appeared in the Indonesian
press about people being sent corpses bearing intimidating
labels. Several journalists working for Suara Indonesia, a daily in
East Java, were sent a packet containing a severed head wrapped
up in a plastic bag. The staff regarded this as a threat to their
journalistic activities and unanimously called on the editor to
make a formal complaint to the local military commander, and
ask for assurances and protection against such intimidation.
(Tempo, 26 November 1983)

The former chairman of Indonesia’s Legal Aid Institute
Buyung Nasution, has openly accused the Indonesian
Government of carrying out extra-judicial killings, and has
challenged President Suharto to stop them. He believes
the total number of victims now amounts to double the
figure of 2,000 given by the Jakarta Legal Aid Institute a
couple of months ago.

The killings are done by the government apparatus, by the
Armed Forces, in this case the military and the police in a
combined operation. They call it a special task force.

Buyung Nasution made these remarks in Jakarta
following a meeting of ‘the Asian Regional Council for
Human Rights, at which special attention was given to the
question of extra-judicial murders throughout South East
Asia. The Council came to the conclusion that the scale of
killings in Indonesia far exceeded that in other countries of
the region. Nasution is at present on leave of absence for
academic work in the Netherlands; he went to Jakarta for
a few days to attend the Council meeting.

Patriotism, Nasution said, had prompted him not to
speak out while abroad but now his conscience demanded
that he protest. He said he had warned the government
that the killings were against the law, against the
Constitution and also against humanity. The way to stop
the killings was by pressure from other countries,
particularly aid donors (the members of the IGGI). “Many
Indonesians oppose the killings but do not dare to criticise
them,” he said.

Source: Reuters, in The Guardian, 12 December 1983

Disappearances

Reports are now being received of disappearances in various
parts of Indonesia. The pattern is basically the same: a person is
visited by a group of men in civilian clothing who claim to come
from the Security Forces. They summon the victim to
accompany them for reasons not specified. When the person fails
to return home and the family ask the local police and military
for information, they are told that no order for his arrest was
ever issued and that nothing is known about his whereabouts.

In East Java
One case concerns a lawyer (possibly a “barefoot” lawyer)
named Simon Maro who is a member of the Legal Aid Bureau of
the Indonesian Peasants League (Himpunan Kerukunan Tani
Indonesia). He was taken from his home in Sidoardjo, East Java
last September. Four other men who happened to be with Simon
Maro at the time of his abduction were taken and have also
disappeared. They are his nephew Imanuel, a student at the
Institute of Education in Ujung Panjang, Mesak Aring, a guest
from Nusatenggara, and Frangky Tasihjawa and Sukarman,
both chauffeurs. .
Simon Maro’s wife told the press that she has written twice to
the District Military Commander for information about her
husband but has received no reply. She said the two men who
came to the house on 3 September claimed to be security
officials. They gave the impression that Simon Maro would be
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taken to the Sidoardjo Military HQ, but inquiries there have
proved fruitless.

The Sub-Regional Military Commander, Lt-Colonel Sonny
Baksono who now acknowledges that efforts are being made to
find the missing men has warned people “not to exaggerate
things and not to ‘make an issue’ of this incident”.

Simon Maro was handling a land dispute involving a real
estate company, Darmo Grande at the time of his
disappearance. He had succeeded in winning re-instatement for
21 employees who were unfairly dismissed by the Surabaya
Bowling Centre. (Sinar Harapan, 6 January 1984)

Another disappearance in East Java was reported in TAPOL
Bulletin several months ago. (No.59, September 1983, page 21).
The victim was also a lawyer named Dahayu. It was that event
that prompted two other lawyers, Umardani and Santoso, to
make a run for it when unknown men came to their homes to
take them away for unspecified reasons.

In Bandung, West Java

In Bandung, West Java, no fewer than seven people have been
reported missing. They include the popular dangdut music group
leader “King Cobra” whose real name is Hasan Baco. He
disappeared from his home on 1 November last. Hasan Baco
seemed to be on familiar terms with the four men who came to
drive him off to an unknown destination. Besides his musical
activity, Hasan helps run a youth centre in Bandung and is the
chairman of the association of becak-drivers, which has more
than a thousand members in Bandung.

With the army death-squad killings still occurring in the
government’s so-called anti-crime campaign, the disappeared
man’s family stressed that Hasan has no criminal record or past
convictions. They can offer no explanation as to why he was
picked up in this way.

Other reported disappearances in Bandung include Endung
Effendy who was taken from his home on 4 November by four
unknown men in civilian clothes claiming they were from the
police, and Herman taken from his home on the same day also
by men claiming to be policemen. Both of these men have served
short prison sentences.

Another victim is Idji Hidayat, karate teacher and black-belt
holder who is widely known among karate enthusiasts in West
Java. He disappeared after giving a karate training session some
time in October last. (Tempo, 3 December, 1983))

In Central Java

Mochtar Sukidi, reporter for the weekly Inti Jaya, disappeared
on 18 November after a friend saw him being bundled into a
vehicle outside Police Headquarters in Kendal, Semarang. He
had been visiting the police station with the friend and was
kidnapped as he left the building while the other man was
fetching his motorbike.

Mochtar had been warned by the local police commander not
to publish an article exposing bribery in the police force. He had
with him the tape of an interview about this when he was
kidnapped.

The journal’s bureau chief for Central and East Java,
Djadiaman Simbolon has prepared a detailed report about
Mochtar’s disappearance. At the time he was working on three
articles, one about a teakwood scandal in the Forestry
Department, one about manipulations in Mororejo Village and
one about the theft of fish. It was the person involved in the theft
who told him he had bribed a member of the police force.

Simbolon described the kidnap victim as an excellent
reporter. The day before he disappeared, he told Simbolon that
because of police threats, he had decided to withdraw the
offending -article. The journalists’ organisation, PWI in Central
Java have said they cannot pursue the affair because Mochtar
was not a registered member of the organisation, but Simbolon
says he will do everything to find out what has happened to this
journalist who has upheld the principle of investigative
journalism.

Source: Tempo, 14 January 1984
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Going against the stream

What I wish to discuss here is a point that
rarely crops up in the life of the Indonesian
community, that is the question of going
against the stream. World War II left the
world in a state of flux: many countries
were changing, putting themselves in
order. It was in this sort of situation that an
independent Indonesia was born, so that
the Indonesian community also is in a state
of flux.

The world of absolute thought
and the world of relative
thought

From age to age down through the his-
tory of Indonesia, two worlds of thought
have come to emerge within the body of
the community: absolute thought and rela-
tive thought. It has been the state of flux,
together with these two realms of thought
which have brought out many conflicts in
community life in Indonesia. Unfortu-
nately, those conflicts which appear as a
source of vitality (vital force) in the de-
velopment of the community have always
become insipid and weak, and have then
followed the same course as the old cur-
rent. Why have they not broken though the
old and given birth to the new? The major-
ity of people in Indonesia are even now still
shackled by a world of thought of an abso-
lute nature, deriving from the orthodox
truth of one’s superiors or of those in au-
thority. The thinking — which has long
since become classic, and which gave rise
to the “respected slave” mentality — still
flourishes, especially in the middle classes,
menak circles in Sunda,! priyai circles
in Java. In this modern age of the commun-
ity, these menak and priyai groups are used
as the bureaucrats of authority, and be-
come a too] for subduing the people, so as
to keep them loyal to those in power. A
large part of the middle classes not in-
volved in bureaucracy, for example univer-
sity graduates, businessmen and cultural fi-
gures, also adopt this official and orthodox
thinking for security’s sake, so as not to
clash with those in power. In this way they
can live safely, with the added possibility of
making a living out of it all. Even more
serious than that, they adopt a self-critical
attitude as though it were better to ask
oneself whether one were doing wrong to
one’s superiors than to come out with a few
denials for the sake of seeking the truth.

1. Sundanese people inhabit West Java.

Basuki Resobowo is an artist, a member of
the People’s Cultural Organisation,
LEKRA, and now a political refugee in
Europe. He was a member of the Central
Committee of the Indonesian Communist
Party, PKI.
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Will the Indonesian community living in
this day and age continue perpetually to act
like this? Certainly not: some strata of the
community are already restive. Ordinary
people who from one day to the next face
the reality of how difficult it is to feed
themselves, as well as the younger genera-
tion currently scanning a gloomy horizon
— both these groups certainly do not wish
to be fettered by the thinking of “leave it to
the authorities”, and then await the arrival
of change. They are attempting to act, in
order to find a way in which this tragic and
gloomy situation might be changed. A way
of thinking is growing among these people
which is not absolute, which is free and has
the guts to react to the facts of their daily
situation. Their thinking is becoming rela-
tive, and is derived from the social and
economic condition of the community.

The Indonesian people and
the ethics of power politics

In the reality of daily life, the
emergence of relative thought is still slug-
gish and difficult because of the strength of
the pressure exerted from above, imposed
together with teachings and exhortations
about maintaining a pleasant disposition
and cultivating noble (refined) sentiments
in accordance with the orthodox truth as
defined by the people in power. The idea is
imposed upon the Indonesian people that
it is best to adopt the attitude that when
faced with problems they will manage
through somehow — so as to avoid any
conflicts with the orthodox truth. The way
to solve a problem is to provide alterna-
tives (other possibilities). Thus it is that
there is a continuity in the mental develop-
ment (thought and mind) of the Indonesian
people, proceeding via the preservation of
harmony (consultation by means of com-
promise) to arrive at an agreed opinion
which does not deviate from the course fol-
lowed by those in power. These are the
political ethics implanted in the heart of
the Indonesian people.

Observation of community life in this
day and age however, suggests that it is no
longer possible to follow an agrarian and
paternalistic way of life: “ngawulo Kanjeng
Gusti” or “serving my king and master”;
“nderek Bung Karno” or “following Bung
Karno” (former president, Soekarno);
“ngandiko panjenengan Bapak Suharto” or
“whatever Suharto says”, according to
which one must remain loyal to whatever
one’s superiors say. Communication bet-
ween people these days must be of a social,
structural nature, in which there is freedom
of the individual (as autonomous human
beings) and democracy to declare and de-
fend one’s beliefs. Democracy requires dis-

cussion in all matters and cannot be de-
stroyed by prohibitions; in fact, a govern-
ment representing a state of law must be
tolerant of discussion. But present-day In-
donesia lies under the heel of a military
power which has imposed the political
order of an authoritarian state, and pro-
hibits all thinking which runs counter to its
concept. This is the chief obstacle at pre-
sent preventing the Indonesian people
from acquiring a new way of thinking.

Developing the points of
orientation

But for those who are aware that pre-
sent-day Indonesia is undergoing a social
crisis in the form of the violation of human
rights and the loss of democracy, alongside
an economic crisis for the lower levels of
society, for those who are thus aware, it is
definitely not possible to keep silent, and
feelings of alarm and restiveness grow. To
keep silent would be equivalent to alienat-
ing oneself from the people’s struggle for
survival. As for doing something in order
to overcome the crisis, there is as yet ad-
mittedly no clear way forward, since every
effort, every attempt, dissolves in the face
of the cruelty of those in power. Is this a di-
lemma? I say it is not. It is not yet possible
to organise physical movements (demons-
trations, protest actions) because a military
jack-boot despot and his acts of cruelty still
rule the roost. But one way or another,
there must be points of orientation as a
means to oppose this despot. These points
are what must be taken up and developed
even if only at the level of discussion, be-
cause there is as yet no unanimity in under-
standing and intentions. Dialogue
(polemics and discussion) will give rise to
the habit of facing up to other opinions and
diminish the awkwardness felt in going
against the stream. Going against the
stream is the dymamics of progress. By
progress we mean progress in political, so-
cial, economic and cultural life for the bet-
terment of life together as a community. If
we can put forward the image of some kind
of ethos for action, we will have taken a
step towards the future.

State and Democracy

Indonesia is classified as part of the
Third World, an undeveloped country; still
backward in social, economic and cultural
life. The term “Third World” is the result
of a classification according to economic
status by those countries which consider
themselves entitled to divide up the world.
In brief, Indonesia is a poor country with-
out wealth. The Third World must be or-
dered in such a way as to be of use and ad-
vantage to the advanced world, the First
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More on the offensive

The Indonesian offensive now under way
in East Timor has been concentrated on
launching a massive attack from the central
area of Baucau-Viqueque to the eastern
sector which is where Indonesian forces
believe most of the resistance is based.
Fretilin reports, in a communique issued
on 18 January, that 12,000 troops are being
used in this attack. There has been
indiscriminate shelling and bombardment
of civilian and economic targets in Laga,
Viqueque, Uatolari, Luro, Venilale and
Fuiloro where the population living in
concentration camps  have been
experiencing precarious food and health
conditions for years.

According to the Fretilin communique,
resistance units have made numerous
surprise attacks in many other parts of the
country, including an ambush of an

Indonesian convoy on the Fatuberliu-Alas
road, another on a convoy travelling from
Zumalai to Mape, in the west, and an
attack on an Army post near Barique.
Fretilin units are even active in areas along
the border with West Timor around
Balibo, and in the heart of coffee-growing
territory near Fatubessi and Dare (Hatu
Builico). Fretilin claims to have captured a
large quantity of war material including
AR15 rifles and M16 submachine guns,
and have put a number of armoured
vehicles out of action. It also reports heavy
shelling from land and sea-based artillery
in areas where Fretilin guerrillas have
taken the initiative.

*

Letters arriving in Lisbon, sent from
East Timor in December and January
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speak of widespread disruption:

From Dili, 12 October: “Timor is now in a
state of great insecurity . . .The Javanese
have removed prisoners from Comarca
prison and are sending them to other
parts.”

From Jakarta, 13 January: “Everything is
more complicated, more confusing, more
exhausting .. .The Catholic church is
passing through difficult times. The
military are making life hell for them.
Many prisoners are sent to Bali for
interrogation. Some have returned but
nothing is known of the others. Over 2,000
prisoners are still on Atauro. I point out
that Bali is the tourist centre of Indonesia.
If you start a campaign about the prisoners
in Bali, maybe the Australian government
will take this into consideration.” The
same writer, a week earlier writes: “In the
mountain areas around Viqueque,
Indonesian soldiers are “doing what they
like” with 14-year-old girls. “Couples who
are suspected are dying in each others’
embrace in common graves, riddled with
bullets. The least suspicion leads to
liquidation.”

6 January: “In the regions of Lospalos and
Viqueque, there are about 12,000-15,000
soldiers concentrated with heavy arms
(tanks, bombers, warships) continuing to
kill civilians . . .”

(The Age, Melbourne, 28 January 1984.)

Continued from page 15

Constitution (the Constitution of the state
of power), Soekarno was assisted by Gen.
A H Nasution and the Indonesian Com-
munist Party (PKI) which was full of
bureaucrats working as party cadres.
Suharto uses the 45 Constitution too as his
power base, and his assistants are also
military men and bureaucrats who have
banded together in Golkar.

There are of course differences between
Soekarno and Suharto. Soekarno was not a
military man and did not rush into using
martial law. With his charisma, it was easy
for him to arouse confidence and solidarity
among the masses, so that they would set
aside their individual freedom in order to
make sacrifices for the Pancasila state — in
his own private interests. As a military
man, Suharto operates more easily. Draw-
ing his pistol, he shouts: “There’s only one
commando, namely the one principle.
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Others don’t count and must all submit”.
All creatures line up to fall victim to the
personal interests of one man.

Such is my picture, my view of In-
donesia my mother-country, that has been
38 years independent, has been through
two periods, plus the time of physical
struggle in 1945-49 as the prelude to inde-
pendence. Thus far there has not been any
fundamental change which might trans-
form a feudal society into a life-form that
could meet the demands of its age.

There is no other way: we must have the
courage to take a stand and make demands
— even if it means going against the stream
— in order to break through the stagnation
of life and progress.

Quo vadis, Mother Indonesia, the land
of my birth?

From Demi Demokrasi No. 1, 1983.
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