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Atrocities in East Timor

Resistance Council compiles report

The violation of human rights in East Timor is the subject of a
detailed report compiled by the Revolutionary Council of Na-
tional Resistance (CRRN) in July 1983. The document has an in-
troduction by Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao, chairman of the Coun-
cil, in which he says that thick volumes would need to be written
and endless lists drawn up to show the extent to which the In-
donesian forces of occupation totally ignore internationally-ac-
cepted principles of human rights. The conditions of war make it
impossible, he points out, to investigate each and every case of
murder or atrocity; furthermore, the climate of terror in the con-
centration camps makes the task of investigation extremely dif-
ficult.

For these reasons, the information included in the document
is limited in character, and is confined to cases where it has been
possible to carry out an investigation and where the victims can
be identified. The vast majority of cases involving masses of
people cannot be recorded, only a small minority of cases involv-
ing Fretilin leaders whose fate it has been easier to record. An
attempt has been made, in compiling the document, to distin-
guish periods and circumstances under which violations have oc-
curred: the period when people were still in their own towns or
villages just after the invasion, the period when many people sur-
rendered voluntarily to the enemy (1976 to 1978), the period
when people surrendered in response to ‘amnesties’ offered at
the time of various military campaigns, and the capture of resis-
tance fighters by the forces of occupation. Xanana stressed the
completely false nature of Indonesia’s annual ‘amnesties’ which
have proven to be no protection against killings and disappear-
ances.

Xanana lists the types of violations perpetrated as follows:

1. Systematic persecution for the purpose of intimidation: threats,
surveillance, provocation, restrictions on the freedom of movement,
orders requiring people to report regularly to the authorities, night
patrols of people’s homes by armed troops, spreading rumours, utilis-
ing false statements and so on. These are daily occurrences, happen-
ing everywhere in the country.

2. The torture of people suspected of taking part in clandestine or-
ganisations. Even the act of talking to an Indonesian soldier with

folded arms (regarded as a political stance) or refusing to hand over
something demanded by a soldier (which is taken as meaning that the
person still harbours pro-Fretilin ideas) can be the pretext for regard-
ing someone as a suspect. Forms of torture include: shooting people,
slapping them in the face, whipping them or beating them with a rifle
butt, karate, cutting off an ear, punching people or burning them
with lighted cigarettes, stabbing or lacerating the flesh, electric shock
and other forms of physical mutilation.

3. The prisons, which were formerly concentrated in the district
towns, were always filled to overflowing, but more recently, prison-
ers have been transferred to Atauro island and other places of deten-
tion, including some nearby Indonesian islands. And recently too
some prisoners have been concealed in administrative posts after hav-
ing been interrogated and severely tortured by Kodim officers.
Another form of deception is releasing prisoners on condition that
the person goes into the bush and brings back the head of a resistance
fighter. The ‘released’ detainee is given 7 to 14 days to do this, and if
he fails he is sent to Atauro or made to ‘disappear’. Sometimes a pris-
oner is ‘released’ on condition that he works for Indonesian intelli-
gence by returning to his former resistance group to gather informa-
tion about Fretilin or to betray members of the group. (Many people
have been captured as a result of this kind of thing.) People who
serve the enemy in this way are paid money, thus giving them a sense
of obligation to their paymasters.

4. People are murdered in a variety of ways: shot down in cold
blood, beaten to death with rifles, shot by firing squad, burnt alive,
buried alive, starved to death or dropped into the sea from a helicop-
ter. Women die after being savagely raped by a whole company of
soldiers. There are also cases of people being poisoned by means of
injection; as a result, many Timorese refuse medical treatment be-
cause they know of people who died within hours of being injected.
As a result of persistent condemnation by international organisa-
tions, massacres and killings were replaced by the method of disap-
pearances, with the aim of intimidating the population; there have
been countless cases of pecple disappearing from camps located in
the interior.

Xanana then points out that in view of the difficulties men-

tioned above, the cases recorded in the document are confined
to those where the victim can be easily identified. In many cases,
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Continued from page one

it has not been possible to provide information because the wit-
nesses were themselves killed or have been placed under close
surveillance.

The cases reported in the first part of the CRRN document
are as follows:

A. Former members of the Fretilin Central Committee

Anibal de Araujo and Leopoldo Heraldo Joaquim both surren-
dered to the enemy in 1977. By the beginning of 1979, they were
considered to have disappeared.

Joao Silvestre Branco, surrendered in the middle of 1977. He was
killed at the end of 1979 together with a group of forty people.
Joao Bosco Soares and Sebastiao Montaliao, part of the ‘Skylight
Operation’ (a group within Fretilin that favoured integration),
both disappeared a few months after they surrendered.?

B. Members of the Fretilin CC who were taken prisoner during
the 1978 campaign

Hata Ulas Timur was burnt alive with petroleum after being tor-
tured.

Mau Lear (Antonio Duarte Cervarino) was also burnt alive with
petroleum after being tortured.

Bi Lear (Maria do Leu Pereira) gave herself up in March 1979 in
Venilale, and disappeared some days after arriving in Baucau
where she was picked up by Colonel (then Major) Iswanto.
Mau Sobu (Inacio da Fonseca), taken prisoner in the vicinity of
Builo, Ossu in December 1978, was brutally beaten to death in
Luka Dala, not far from Queliquai.

Oscar Leopoldino de Araujo, arrested in March 1979 in the
region of Barike, was taken to Viqueque where he disappeared.
Juvenal de Fatima Inacio, captured in the region of Bibileu in
March 1979, was first taken to Dili then transferred to Baucau
(for reasons that are not clear). Then, while being taken to Dili
by helicopter, he was dumped in the sea.

Domingo Ribeiro, arrested at the end of 1978 in the Central Reg-
ion, was in Dili for a while, then disappeared in May 1979.
Venancio Gomes da Silva was arrested at the time of the inva-
sion, then conditionally released, but in July 1980 he was knifed
to death.

C. Non members of the Fretilin CC

Lino da Costa, commander of the sector of the Eastern Point,
was arrested in the region of Builo, Ossu at the end of 1978, and
was murdered in Luka Dala, Queliquai in 1980.

Joao Baptista, commander of the Southern Border Sector, sur-
rendered at the end of 1977 and then disappeared.

Amadeu Araujo Santos, commander of the North-Central Sec-
tor, one of the ‘Skylight’ group, disappeared in Dili.

Afonso Moniz, commander of a shock-brigade, was arrested at
the end of 1978, then disappeared from Comarca Prison, Dili,
after being tortured following the June 1980 operation launched
by Fretilin in Dili (an attack on the Indonesian television trans-
mitter).

“These cases provide concrete proof of what the successive, an-
nual ‘amnesties’ offered by Jakarta have really meant. Nangala®
troops (soldiers armed with knives) especially those in Battalion
745, constantly assisted and encouraged by Lieutenant-Colonel
Iswanto, are the butchers responsible for the most sadistic
crimes. Such butchery exists at all levels of the occupation
forces, from the Koramil officers and police down to the lowest
village level; it exists among the hansip and ratih commanders,
and among the civilian officials in posts such as the DPR and
subdistrict heads. This systematic butchery proceeds under the
constant supervision of the Kasi Satu (Section Head/Intelligence
officer) in each of the regional capitals (district military com-
mands).

“In East Timor, annual promotion for Indonesian officers is
determined by the degree of crime they commit and the

techniques of torture they apply,. There are Koramii oriieers
who were promoted from sergeant-major to sub-licutenant for
such reasons.? There is the case of Major Wilhem da Costa, the
intelligence officer who was only a sub-licutenant in 1979 apd
achieved such rapid promotion because of the crimes he commit-
ted during the period of surrenders in 1978 and 1979 in the reg-
ion of Same. There is the case of Lieutenant-Colonel Iswanto
who started off only as a sub-lieutenant in 1979*. There are cases
of Kodim officers who arrived in East Timor with the rank of
captain or major and returned home with the rank of lieutenant-
colonel. They themselves publicly declare it was this system that
made it so easy for them to obtain promotion.”

Footnotes:

1. ‘Skylight’ was an intelligence operation to penetrate Fretilin
leadership ranks and provoke defections. The leading defector
was Alarico Fernandes who surrendered in September 1978, tak-
ing many others with him. Of all those who surrendered under
the Skylight Operation, Fernandes is the only one known to have
survived. He is now a prisoner on Sumba island.

2. Nangala (probably nanggala) is frequently used in CRRN
documents as the name for Indonesian troops responsible for kil-
lings. The secret Army documents (see Supplement to TAPOL
Bulletin No. 58, July 1983) also use the term, though without
explanation. This term has not been previously encountered in
Indonesian Army terminology. The only word which may pro-
vide a hint as to its origin is manggala which is the Sanskrit name
for a disc-shaped, sharply-perforated weapon used by the Pan-
dawa brothers in the Mahabarata epic. The Pandawas were men
of noble intentions, part of the Javanese pantheon of heroes.
The Army often borrows from such sources to give its murderous
activities the gloss of tradition. Help from readers regarding this
term would be appreciated.

3. Promotion from sergeant-major, the top NCO rank, to com-
missioned officer rank is generally speaking unheard of, except
at times of retirement.

4. Such rapid promotion in four years would mean rising no
fewer than five ranks: to second-lieutenant, first lieutenant, cap-
tain, major, then lieutenant-colonel.

Cases from the CRRN report

In 1979, Alberto who was deputy-secretary of the Fretilin
zone of Maubisse gave himself up in Hatubuiliku. He was
brutally beaten up by military personnel, then sent to the
town of Maubisse. On the way, the soldiers who were es-
corting him continually burnt his body with lit cigarettes.
At the Maubisse Koramil, the officer in charge did nothing
to protect him from such violence. On the contrary, the
maltreatment continued after which he was driven to the
town cemetery and shot with an MU-2. Not yet dead, Al-
berto shouted: “You may kill me but other comrades will
continue the struggle.” This infuritated the Koramil officer
who then ordered hansip troops to cut him up. Even while
there were still signs of life, Alberto was burnt.

On 24 August 1982, a guerilla also named Alberto was cap-
tured by Indonesian troops in Dare region, Bohaha-
Hatubuiliku. He was taken to the Dare concentration
camp where the Koramil officer ordered his troops to kill
him. When he was dead, the officer ordered his body to be
cut up, like the carcases of animals are cut up by butchers.
The Koramil officer ate the flesh from Alberto’s body for a
week, telling people as he did so: “This is what we do to
Fretilin people.” The inhabitants at the Dare concentra-
tion camp are the witnesses of this barbaric crime.

Francisco Barros, deputy-secretary of the Fretilin Zone,
and Antonio Adakay, a health officer, were captured in
Barike, Cassohan on 3 September 1978. They were taken

to Lakluta and tied to trees with their legs apart and their

2 TAPOL Bulletin No. 60 November 1983






MPs call for arms embargo against

An Early Day Motion calling for an arms embargo against In-
donesia because of its renewed military operations in East Timor
obtained the support of 118 Members of Parliament in the first
few days after it was tabled in the House of Commons. The Mo-

tion reads as follows:

That this House, concerned at the new military offensive launched in
August by Indonesia in East Timor which has been under illegal In-
donesian occupation since 1975, and distressed that the International
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Indonesia

Red Cross had to suspend its much-needed food relief operations in
East Timor a month before the offensive began because the Indone-
sian authorities had withdrawn the necessary facilities, cz‘ll.ls upon Her
Majesty’s Government to halt the sale of arms and military equip-
ment to Indonesia and to take other urgent steps to press Indonesia
to halt military operations.

The signatories were still coming in as we went to press. They in-

clude MPs from the Labour Party, the LiberakParty, the Conser-

vative Party and Plaid Cymru (Welsh Nationalists).
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Buyung Nasution

INDONESIANS FIND INCORPORATION OF EAST TIMOR “SHAMEFUL AND SAD”

The following is an extract from Appendix 3 of the Australian Parliamentary Delegation’s report on its visit to Indonesia. Appendix 3 is the
Record of the Delegation’s Meeting with Buyung Nasution (Chairman), H. J. C. Princen (Secretary), Yap Thiam Hien and Suryadi of the
Legal Aid Institute, in Jakarta on 23 July, 1983.

Mr Nasution then turned to East Timor on
which he said his views were well known,
and had been made at home and abroad.
He said, forcefully, that Indonesia had no
historical claim to the province of East
Timor and, as an intellectual, he could not
agree that Indonesia had the right to in-
vade or incorporate East Timor. He said
that East Timor was different from, for
example, Irian Jaya and Aceh, which had
always been part of Indonesia. He com-
mented that if there was an open debate on
the subject in Indonesia the intellectuals, at
least, would reject the incorporation of
East Timor, which they found shameful
and sad. Mr Morrisor asked what options
the intellectuals had for expressing this
view. Mr Nasution answered that the op-
tions of Indonesians would be wider if their
friends abroad, for example in IGGI coun-
tries, would take a firm stand on the sub-

ject. He was afraid, however, that they be-
came involved with economic development
and their response became ambiguous. he
likened the situation to the American re-
sponse to Sukarno which resulted in the
parlous situation of 1965. If countries like
the United States had not supported
Sukarno in his excesses, this would not
have happened. He said he was extremely
critical of Mr Whitlam’s statement of 1982
on East Timor and he had rung Peter Hast-
ings of the Sydney Morning Herald to ex-
press this view. He said that Mr Whitlam
was wrong to have doubted the credibility
of the two DPRD members who had
signed a document criticising the govern-
ment.* They had brought the document to
Jakarta — despite the government leaks
that they had not done so — and had come
to the LBH where they had been photo-
graphed. He re-emphasised that it was
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necessary to maintain a strong moral
standpoint. This view was supported by
Senator MclIntosh who commented that
there must be a limit to good relations if
the price of these relations was so high.
Haji Princen said that countries should not
be looking at the short term benefits of re-
lations, and he said, the treatment of the
people of East Timor was so shameful, and
Indonesians were so unable to express
criticism. Others should therefore look at
it.

* For the text of the DPRD (East Timor Reg-
ional Assembly) report, see TAPOL Bulletin
No 47, September 1981. See also TAPOL Bulle-
tin No 50, March 1982, page 19, for the Hast-
ings’ claim that the DPRD document was “a
forgery” and that the DPRD members had
signed “without knowing its purport”.



Halt the offensive in East Timor!
Im»oose an arn s embargo on
Indonesia!

The following statement, supported by organisations in the UK, Holland, Germany, Sweden and Portugal was issued on 29 September

in London, Amsterdam, Stockholm, Frankfurt and Lisbon:

The people of East Timor who have for nearly eight years been
the victims of a genocidal war of annexation by Indonesia, are
today engulfed in renewed all-out warfare. At least 20,000 crack
Indonesian troops have launched a new invasion of their coun-
try. OV10 Broncos supplied by the USA are once again operat-
ing in East Timor; these are the aircraft which wrought such
havoc in 1977 and 1978, killing tens of thousands and destroying
food production, causing tens of thousands more deaths from
starvation and disease. US-supplied Hercules transport planes
are ferrying in troops, helicopters supplied by West European
countries are transporting heavy military equipment manufac-
tured in western counrtries.

The military have tightened their grip on East Timor: all In-
donesian civilians have been evacuated from East Timor, the
puppet Timorese governor has been removed, mass arrests have
taken place, a dusk-to-dawn curfew is in force, the International
Red Cross which has been running a food-relief programme has
been required to leave the country. The Indonesian Armed
Froces have been set the task of annihilating the Fretilin resis-
tance movement, which is supported by the entire people, before
the end of September.

The war of annexation which has been in progreéss since the
first Indonesian invasion in 1975 could not have been launched
or continued without the support of military equipment supplied
by many western countries. Arms supplies from the West have
been greatly stepped up since 1975 and have included frigates
and corvettes, submarines, counter-insurgency aircraft, trans-
port planes, armoured vehicles, machine-guns and communica-
tions equipment. The very governments that licence and finance
these exports openly admit that no act of self-determination has
taken place in East Timor. They know that Indonesia’s “integra-
tion” of East Timor is totally illegal and fundamentally conflicts
with the wishes of the people of East Timor. Moreover, the UN
does not accept the annexation and continues to adopt annual re-
solutions upholding the right of the Timorese people to self-de-
termination.

The people of East Timor are engaged in a life-and-death
struggle to uphold their right to independence. Every effort must
be made to alert public opinion in western Europe of the catas-
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trophe now engulfing East Timor. Western governments must
take action to stop this bloodshed by:

® imposing an arms embargo on Indonesia without delay;

® halting economic support for Indonesia until the offensive is
stopped;

® calling on the UN Secretary-General to press Indonesia to
halt the offensive.

Stop arms exports to Indonesia! Suspend economic aid to In-
donesian aggressors! Support the people of East Timor!

Supported by:

United Kingdom

TAPOL, the British Campaign for the Defence of Political Pris-
oners and Human Rights in Indonesia

COBRA, the Conference for Basic Human and Democratic
Rights in the ASEAN Alliance

Holland

Dutch Indonesia Committee

Gerakan untuk Hak-Hak Azasi dan Démokrasi (Movement for
Basic Human Rights and Democracy in Indonesia)

Pattimura Movement (Moluccan)

Moluccan Education Collective

20 May Youth Organisation (Moluccan)

Music-Theatre Collective (Moluccan)

Sweden
East Timor Committee
Free Papua Organisation (representative in Europe)

Portugal
CIDAC, Amilcar Cabral Information and Documentation
Centre ‘

West Germany
East Timor Solidarity Committee
IMBAS, Human Rights Group for ASEAN Alliance countries




West Papua

The racist overtones of
transmigration in West Papua

Whatever the facts and figures about the speed at which trans-
migration is now taking place in West Papua, it is clear that the
process is leading to growing disquiet among Papuans them-
selves. Transmigration is the term used for the resettlement of
people from the densely-populated islands of Indonesia, princi-
pally Java, to sparsely-populated parts of the community. Pa-
puans regard transmigration as a process of Javanisation, a con-
clusion that has been reinforced by statements emanating re-
cently from Isaac Hindom, the Papuan who was appointed early
this year as the governor of Indonesia’s province of Irian Jaya.

He has for some time been actively promoting the idea that
Papuans must assimilate themselves as quickly as possible with
the settler-Javanese. (The word ‘Papuan’ is banned, so Papuans
may only be referred to as ‘putera-putera daerah’ — ‘sons of the
region’ — or Irianese. No other ethnic group has been subjected
to such a prohibition by the central government.) In a statement
late last year, Hindom claimed that since ‘Irianese’ food produc-
ers are “so backward”, it is essential to bring in as many trans-
migrants from Java as possible to ensure development. The pol-
icy of “mixed transmigration” according to which every trans-
migration site should include 25 per cent of “locals” is com-
pletely justified, said Hindom, because local farmers are so lack-
ing in technical skills. He went even further, strongly advocating
mixed marriages between Papuans and Javanese. “This will give
birth to a new generation of people without curly hair, sowing
the seeds for greater beauty.” Not content with these racist re-
marks, he also blamed the Papuans for “being so neglectful of
their surroundings and thinking only of themselves and their
group.” He also rounded on the “separatists” for whom “the
government and the people of Indonesia will show no mercy”.
(Kompas, 26 October 1982)

Contempt for Papuan traditions

These remarks caused widespread resentment in West Papua.
According to independent sources, press clippings reporting
Hindom’s speech have circulated widely and led to feelings of
pent-up anger because transmigration is having such harmful ef-
fects on the people in areas where the major projects have been
located. The whole policy of transmigration is focussed on intro-
ducing an alien form of food production and shows nothing but
contempt for the agricultural methods developed through the
generations by the Papuan people. Transmigration also ignores
the whole concept of land tenure which is so fundamental to Pa-
puan life. “Land tenure problems are explosive,” writes Peter
Hastings in an article in the Far Eastern Economivc Review, (6
October 1983):

Indonesians give no sign of understanding, er caring about in many
instances, the realities of Melanesian land concepts. They tend to be-
lieve that having paid for compulsorily acquired or negotiated land,
they have bought it in perpetuity. The Melanesian view is that the
land has been rented for use only, that it is inalienable, belongs to the
clan and is held in trust for future generations.

The injustices perpetrated on the land question certainly go
even farther than Hastings admits (see, for instance, the state-
ment from Japen/Waporen, page 9).

According to Hastings, the forthcoming five-year plan (1984
1988) envisages the resettlement of no fewer than one million
Javanese in Irian Jaya. So far, he estimates that there are already
60,000 sponsored settlers in the region, plus 160,000 unspon-
sored settlers who are now living in the urban centres and who
largely control commerce and business. Irian Jaya has a total

population of 1-2 million. Although Hastings doubts whe.ther the
five-year plan target will be achieved because of technical and
organisational problems as well as lack of funds, he believes that
it “is not unreasonable to expect that Irian Jaya will get its one
million Javanese — but within ten to twelve years rather than the
next five.”

“Irian Java”’

Governor Hindom meanwhile has recently been even more
explicit about his visions of the future. He has now started prom-
oting the idea that Irian Jaya (Greater Irian) will soon become
Irian Java, or Javanese Irian. The remark caused the Jakarta
daily, Merdeka, to publish an article entitled, “What’s all this
talk about Irian Java?” (Merdeka, 19 August 1983). Hindom ap-
pears to foresee the total eclipse of the “Irianese” as they as-
similiate with the Javanese. But, according to Merdeka, this is
not an idea welcomed by many others from the region. They see
the Hindom concept of “Irian Java” as a process of steam-roller-
ing the ethnic and cultural values of the people. “They regard the
idea as meaning the eclipse of one ethnic group by another
ethnic group which would result in the obliteration of the cus-
toms, culture and life-styles of the people of Irian Jaya.”

Irian Java is a term that epitomises the whole idea of “Javani-
sation”. To quote Hastings again:

. . . there is a crucial element in all transmigration planning which is
unmistakable — Indonesianisation. This used to be called Javanisa-
tion, but the Javanese do not like the word. But Java is the heartland
of Indonesia, the engine that drives it. By spreading the Javanese
throughout the islands, Indonesians are made more aware of their na-
tional identity. It is not a process non-Javanese entirely enjoy.

The very idea that Indonesianisation is synonymous with Javani-
sation takes us to the heart of the cultural and regional policy
currently being pursued by Indonesia’s military regime. People
like Isaac Hindom have surely been appointed to positions of
prominence in order to give currency and legitimacy to such a
policy of racial discrimination and obliteration. The gilitary gov-
ernment’s slogan for eliminating political diversity is the concept
of azas tunggal, the requirement that all political parties and or-
ganisations adhere to the single ideology of the Panca Sila. Simi-
larly in cultural and regional affairs, diversity has to be elimi-
nated, and the concept that has been chosen is that of Javanisa-
tion. The process inevitably arouses resentment particularly in a
place like West Papua where the whole saga of incorporation
into the Republic was fraught with so much force and violence.
(See West Papua, The Obliteration of a People, published this
year by TAPOL.)

To criticise the concept of Javanisation does not mean accus-
ing the Javanese of being expansionist. This is a concept that
serves the interests of the military regime which knows very well
that if the people of West Papua were untramelled by political
restrictions and granted freedom of expression, the demand for
the right to self-determination would be overwhelming. The best
way to eliminate such a source of unrest once and for all is by en-
forced assimilation, and the impoverished and land-hungry
Javanese peasants are simply being used as the means to attain
that objective. It is a welcome sign that a Jakarta newspaper like
Merdeka has raised the issue, albeit within what might be re-
garded as “safe” limits. Papuans themselves, given the chance to
speak their minds freely, would deal with the racist outpourings
of Hindom in far more strident terms. But for the time being, we
must rely on smuggled documents, such as the one that reached
us recently from Japen. (See page 9.)
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Internal repression

Police close down Bung Karno
University

The Minister of Education, Dr Nugroho Notosusanto, has re-
fused to allow the establishment of a private uiniversity named
after the former Indonesian president Sukarno, familiarly known
as Bung Karno. The university campus has been placed under
police guard, no one is allowed to enter, and all administrative
activities have had to be abandoned.

The university was to have started operations at the beginning
of the 1983/84 academic year. It already has 4,000 registered stu-
dents and 350 lecturers on the staff.

The director of Bung Karno University, Rachmawati
Sukarno, daughter of the late president, says that efforts to
launch the university have been obstructed right from the start.
Plans to hold entrance exams at the Senayan Conference Centre
had to be called off after the Jakarta police refused permission
for this event to take place. When police then banned exams at
the university’s own campus, the academic board decided to dis-
pense with the idea of holding entrance exams and accept all
those who had enrolled.

The Education Department’s ban gives as the reasons the
University’s “failure to comply with technical, academic and ad-
ministrative requirements”, but Rachmawati Sukarno insists that
all requirements have been met. She has tried to meet the Minis-
ter of Education to discuss the ban, only to be fobbed off by offi-
cials who claim he is “too busy”. A letter from her to President
Suharto has remained unanswered.

According to press reports, other private universities in
Jakarta which have not yet been granted permits have not been
prevented from operating by the kind of police action taken
against the Bung Karno University. TEMPO suggests that the
government has taken strong exception to the use of the late pre-
sident’s name. Whatever the reason for the ban, 4,000 students
have been thwarted in their efforts to continue their studies at a
time when existing universities are unable to absorb the very
large number of school-leavers looking for university places.

Sources: Topic, 1 November and Tempo, 29 October, 1983

Army killings continue

Three thousand people have already been killed by Army death
squads in the past six months. The killings are still very much in
progress, the worst areas being West Java, Sumatra and
Sulawesi. Mulya Lubis, chairman of the Legal Aid Institute’s
Foundation gave these facts in a statement reported by the
Dutch press (Volkskrant, 24 October 1983). The Institute in a
statement on 11th November stressed that the killings had inten-
sified since the government banned press coverage of murders
(Guardian 12th November 1983).

Since August, the Indonesian press has been prohibited from
reporting the killings, but there has been no let-up in the death-
squad campaign. The victims are said to be known criminals, re-
ferred to as gali-gali (youth gangs) many of whom are easily
identifiable because they have vivid tattoos on their bodies. Most
victims are shot at point-blank range, knifed or strangled with
plastic cord.

Mulya Lubis also said that the government has received pro-
tests about the killings from many countries including the USA,
Japan, West Germany, the UK, France, Holland, Australia and
Switzerland.

Mass Execution

From contacts in Jakarta, TAPOL has received news of a mass
execution of “gali-gali” in the village of Rengas-Dengklok, West
Java, in September. No fewer than forty people were put to

death at one go by an Army firing-squad. A villager who fled to
Jakarta soon after the incident explained that, early one morn-
ing, the village head (lurah) assembled the villagers aqd or.dered
them to watch the executions. He introduced the solfilers in the
firing-squad as “mysterious killers”, the term by which the sol-
diers of the death squads are known because no one dares to
identify them as being members of the Army.

Killer Squads consist of East Timor War Veterans

According to David Jenkins (Far Eastern Economic Review, 29
September 1983), the death squads are drawn from the paracom-
mando unit, KOPASSANDHA (formerly known as RPKAD),
who are “veterans of the bitter war in East Timor™:

Typically, a team of four powerfully built young men arrive in a jeep
at the home or hideout of a known criminal, and either gun the man
down in front of his screaming wife and children, or kidnap him; in
the latter case, the man’s body is generally found floating face-down
in a nearby stream.

Jenkins also reports that the campaign “looks set to continue
until the authorities have reached their countrywide target, reli-
ably put at 4,000 extra-judicial murders”. The writer believes
that the order to prohibit further news coverage of the murder
campaign issued in August was intended to head off growing in-
ternational condemnation. (This may have been the govern-
ment’s way of responding to the international protests referred
to by Mulya Lubis above.)

Intimidation

TAPOL’s own sources in Jakarta add that intimidation and ter-
ror are clear objectives of the campaign. For instance on 2nd Au-
gust, the body of a murdered victim was thrown onto the porch
of a house in‘the village of Kenayan, in the region of Borobudur,
Central Java. Kenayan is the centre of the struggle still being
waged to prevent villagers from being removed from their homes
and land to make way for the tourism and recreation project now
under construction in the vicinity of the Borobudur Buddhist
temple (see TAPOL Bulletin, No 54, November 1982).

Borobudur cries out

Residents in Borobudur Temple, an historic shrine in Central
Java, have appealed for international support in their contest
with Indonesian Java (sic) security forces.

Terror tactics and intimidation by the military have caused
almost all of the remaining population around the Temple to
move away. They have gone to make way for a tourist park built
with Japanese capital.

The Borobudur Temple was recently restored with UNESCO
assistance. Subsequently a decision was made by the Indonesian
Government Tourist Association to build an extensive tourist
park around the Temple. Minimal compensation was offered to
the residents of surrounding villages to move away from the
temple area.*

For some months many of the families especially from the
villages of Krajan and Kenayan have resisted by refusing to
move from their homes. They have argued that they are part of
the temple and that their lives are bound up with its cultural
heritage.

If they move they will not only lose their ancestral association
with the temple, but will also be replaced by others coming as the
residents and servants of the temple.

The present residents ask only to be an integral part of the
renovations that are taking place around the temple and not to
be cast out. They claim their heritage makes them as much a part
of the temple as the stone carvings now restored.

Security forces and the Department of Agrarian Affairs think
otherwise. They have used intimidation and terrorist tactics to
remove the people forcibly from their houses.

Matters came to a head on July 31 during a meeting of 30
heads of families. On that and the following day the villagers
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were accused of holding illegal and subversive meetings.

Some were arrested. Others were given an option of taking
one of three cards. A choice of red card if they refused to move,
green card if they moved but wanted to continue discussions and
a white card if they took the compensation offered and moved.

A red card would put them in the category of an undesirable
criminal, the same category as hundreds of others who have been
mysteriously shot dead during the past few months in several
parts of Indonesia. ’

One of those who refused to move was Mr Setro Wikromo.
On the following day he awoke to find a dead body shot in the
head at close range across his door step. Authorities refused to
remove it for almost 24 hours. It was a crude terrorist warning of
what might happen to any further resisters.

Although most of the residents of Krajan have now moved,
there are still 80 families whose fate is undetermined. Urgent
assistance is needed in the form of letters and telegrams of
appeal for these people of Krajan and Kenayan villages. Letters
and telegrams should be sent immediately to:Ismael Gubernur
Kepala Daerah Tingkat I, Semarang, Jawa Tengah, Indonesia
and to: Bupati, Kepala Dati II, Kabupaten Magelang, Jawa
Tengah, Indonesia.

These protests are intended to stop further harassment of the
local people and to request they be given an opportunity to be
part of the renovations at Borobudur Temple.

From Asian Bureau Australia, August, 1983.

*See TAPOL Bulletin No 54, November 1982 for a detailed account of
the issues at stake in this dispute.

1974 student leaders lose appeal to
Supreme Court

Two student leaders of the 1974 protest movement, Hariman
Siregar and Syahrir, could soon be returned to prison to serve

Pelita, 21 May 1983

the remainder of prison sentences passed in 1974 and 1975,
following a Supreme Court rejection of their pleas for cassation.
The two men made their pleas in 1976, but it took the Court
seven years to pass its verdict, in November this year.

They immediately lodged grasi pleas to the President. Under
existing laws, they could be returned to prison whilst grasi pleas
are considered but the Public Prosecutor decided on a last-
minute stay of execution.

The 1974 student protest movement culminated in a huge
demonstration on the streets of Jakarta on 15 January 1974 in
protest against the visit to Indonesia of Japanese Prime Minister
Tanaka. Many students were arrested after the demonstration,
of whom three were later brought to trial, Hariman Siregar,
Syahrir and Moh. Aini Chalid. Others arrested at the time and
held for around two years without trial included well-known
human rights activists and lawyers such as Buyung Nasution,
Yap Thiam Hien and H.C. Princen.

Hariman Siregar, a medical student, was chairman of the Stu-
dents Council of the University of Indonesia. He was tried under
the Anti-Subversion Law, found guilty and sentenced to six
years. On appeal, the High Court reduced this sentence to 412
years in April 1976. In its decision, the Supreme Court not only
rejected Hariman’s appeal, but accepted an appeal by the pro-
secution for the restoration of Hariman’s original sentence of six
years, annulling the High Court decision. Hariman spent two
years and seven months in prison—from January 1974 until Au-
gust 1976—and was released “on humanitarian grounds”. He
must therefore serve another three years and five months of his
original sentence. Since his release in 1976 he has graduated and
practised for several years as a doctor.

Syahrir was secretary of the University of Indonesia Discus-
sion Group which held a number of debates in the months prior
to the January protest movement. He had just completed his
studies at the University of Indonesia’s Economics Faculty at the
time the protests occurred. Syahrir was tried early in 1975, also
under the Anti-Subversion Law; it was charged that the Discus-
sion Group had been the “brains” behind the protest and had
“instigated” the students. He was found guilty and sentenced to
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Press Control

From Dibawah Sepatu Lars (Under the Jackboot),
the defence plea of Indro Tjahyono.

Kompas, 23 May 1981

Reproduced from INDOC publication No 5, March 1983, on press freedom.
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House of Lords debates
East Timor

The following debate, reproduced from Hansard, took place in the House of Lords on 15th November 1983. Lord Glenarthur was

speaking for the Government.

East Timor: Military Operations

3.2 p.m.
Lord Avebury: My Lords, I beg leave to ask the
Question standing in my name on the Order Paper.
The Question was as follows:
To ask Her Majesty’s Government what reports

they have received about, the build-up of
Indonesian troops in East Timor since the middle of

August. and the military operations which have.

been undertaken there by Indonesia.

Lord Glenarthur: My Lords, firm information is
hard to come by. But it is clear that the ceasefire in
East Timor which had been in effect since the
beginning of the year has come to an end.

Lord Avebury: My Lords, has not the Foreign
Secretary said in correspondence with a number of
people that there was a substantial build-up of
Indonesian troops in East Timor? Has the noble Lord
studied reports that the number of such troops may
amount to between 10,000 and 20,000, and that
helicopters and planes are being deployed in thé attack
on the people of East Timor which—does the noble
Lord agree?—was clearly premeditated. Will he bear
in mind the fact that the International Committee of
the Red Cross was prevented from operating in the
territory from July onwards, just before the attack
took place?

Lord Glenarthur: My Lords. Indonesia has certainly
sent extra troops to East Timor; but, as the noble Lord
himself made clear, estimates of the number vary. It
seems unlikely that operations have been extensive,
given the small number of active Fretilin guerrillas
involved. and we would expect that military
operations will have to end shortly when the rainy
season begins. As regards relief organisations, yes I am
aware, and I am aware that my right honourable friend
is aware, of the situation concemning the ICRC, but it
seems that a number of other relief organisations
continue to operate in East Timor and these include
the United States Catholic Relief and UNICEF.

Lord Cledwyn of Penrhos: My Lords, in view of this
unprovoked aggression and virtual annexation of East
Timor, which I understand the Government have
condemned, and the appalling violations of human
rights—again, I understand that over 100,000 people
in East Timor have been killed—why are the Govern-
ment still selling armaments to Indonesia? Cap the
noble Lord say why the Government failed to support
the United Nations Resolution supporting self-
determination for East Timor?

Lord Glenarthur: My Lords, the figures to which the
noble Lord, Lord Cledwyn of Penrhos, refers are his
figures. Theyv are speculative. Of course, we will

continue to watch the situation closely but no grounds
exist at present for formal representation. The noble
Lord may like to know that we are in touch with the
Indonesian Government and they are fully aware of
our interest in this matter. As regards arms sales, this
is a difficult matter. Many factors must be taken into
account, including the effect of such sales on
employment in the United Kingdom. As the noble
Lord knows, all sales require an export licence and
each application is carefully considered.

Lord Cledwyn of Penrhos: My Lords, the noble
Lord referred to my figures as speculative. Does he not
agree however that serious violations of human rights
have taken place in East Timor? In those
circumstances how does he justify the sale of
armaments by Great Britain to Indonesia, which is
guilty of these violations?

Lord Glenarthur: My Lords, it would not be
appropriate to adopt any arms embargo against
Indonesia. We have excellent relations with Indonesia.
Furthermore, there is no mandatory United Nations
arms embargo against Indonesia.

Lord Avebury: My Lords, is the noble Lord aware
that the total number of people who have perished in
East Timor since the occupation by Indonesia in 1975
is estimated by competent authorities at between
150,000 and 200,000. Bearing in mind this enormous
carnage committed by an aggressor nation on this tiny
territory, does not the noble Lord think that reasons of
economic self-interest pale into insignificance? Will he
reflect on the remarks that he has just made to the
House when next the question of American arms sales
to Argentina occurs, because surely there is a parallel
there? In both cases aggression was committed on a
small and defenceless people; but in one case the
Government are saying that the Americans should not
supply arms to the aggressor but are busily supplying
arms to the aggressor in the other situation.

Lord Glenarthur: My Lords, I certainly do not
intend getting involved in any discussion about
Argentina which is the subject of another question
altogether. I have nothing to add to what I said earlier.

Lord Leatherland: My Lords, would the Minister
agree that he is probably a little optimistic in
suggesting that the rainy season will stop these
operations? Is he further aware that those of us who
were in the Somme in 1915 were standing up to our
waists in water for weeks on end and that did not stop
operations?

Lord Glenarthur: My Lords, I am interested to hear
the noble Lord’s anecdotes; but I think there is
evidence to support what I said, that the coming of the
rainy season should end these operations.
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