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Interview with
former Bishop of East Timor

Monseignor Martinhu da Costa Lopez, Apostolic Administrator of East Timor from 1977 till 1983, was known as the Bishop of Dili. In May
this year, he was persuaded to resign. He then decided to leave East Timor. After spending a few weeks in the Vatican to report on the situation,
he went to Portugal, having refused a post offered to him in Rome. In September he visited London, Dublin, Paris and Holland and met many
groups, spoke to Parliamentarians, gave press conferences and met government representatives. While in London, he gave the following

interview to TAPOL.:

When did you become a priest?

I studied at a minor seminary in East Timor, then after four

years, I went to a major seminary in Macau, where I studied
philosophy and theology. I returned to East Timor and I was
ordained in 1948. I was sent to many places in the country as a
missionary and then I became the head of a Seminary in Dili. In
1958, T was elected by the people of Timor to represent them in
the National Assembly in Lisbon, the Portuguese parliament, so I
went to Lisbon for four years as an Assembly member.

Which party did you represent?.

In those days there was only one party, the government party.
Then after serving in the Assembly for four years, I returned
home to work again as a priest and do missionary work. In 1977, 1
was appointed to replace the Bishop of Dili, Father Ribeiro, and
became the Apostolic Administrator, a position I held until 1983.

What were your personal experiences of the Indonesian invasion in
19752 ‘

When the Indonesians invaded, this was the start of a period of
massacres, torture, capturing people, arresting any suspect, in the
middle of the night. Many people were killed, right from the very
first day of the invasion. They were terrible times.

Three periods of the war

Were you in Dili on the day of the invasion?

Yes I was. And from the very start, I was deeply concerned
with everything that was happening.

1 think we can divide the war since 1975 into 3 periods: the first
was from 1975 till 1979, the second was from 1979 till 1982, and
the third is the present period. The first period was characterised
by horrifying massacres, tortures, mass arrests. We try not to
remember the things that happened in those days, because it is
all just too painful. So many people were killed. The second
period was characterised by what we call the Timorisation of the
war. The Indonesian military, probably because they were not
able to fight against Fretilin and because they lost so many
soldiers, started to select young Timorese men, took them to
Bali for military training, then brought them back to Timor and
made them fight against Fretilin. So in the first period, the war
was between Indonesians and Timorese but now it was between
Timorese and Timorese. The Timorese soldiers were put in two
special battalions, Battalions 744 and 745, and also in Hansip
(the civil guard).

The third period started from the ceasefire. The first
approaches were made in 1982, but the ceasefire actually started
in March 1983. I watched this with great interest, hoping it would
lead to a dialogue between Fretilin and Indonesia, but as we now
know, the dialogue was not continued, and the ceasefire has been
broken. The Indonesian military have launched a new, big
offensive.

With this new offensive, I am very afraid for the fate of the
civilian population, the defenceless people, women and children,

the old and the sick. I don’t fear for the Fretilin, because they have
so much experience of fighting, and plenty of weapons; I am quite
certain they will be able to resist this offensive. But the civilians
are the ones who will suffer. I think it is extremely important for
all humanitarian organisations and solidarity groups, as well as
Catholic organisations like the Commissions for justice and
peace, and foreign governments, to be made aware of this new
invasion. They must do something to stop the bloodshed that will
occur, do something to alleviate the terrible sufferings of the
people of East Timor.

What was the attitude of the Catholic Church at the time of the
invasion?

At first, the church was powerless to do anything. We had no
idea what would happen. Everybody in Dili stayed at home
because they were so terrified of the Indonesian soldiers. Many

. the soldiers were killing, killing, killing . . .-

people were killed. I know myself how the soldiers forced
Timorese people whose house may have had a Fretilin flag, to
come out of the house; then all these people were killed by the
soldiers.

Did the former Bishop try to protest, and protect the people?

At that time, it was absolutely impossible to do anything. All
we could see were the soldiers, killing, killing, killing. No one
dared to go and talk to the Indonesians. We had no idea what kind
of people they were. The Timorese were just too afraid to do
anything.

I remember the first day when the Indonesian troops landed in
Dili. Many Indonesian paratroops dropped from the sky. And as
as they fell, pop . . . pop. . .pop. . .many were shot dead. The
soldiers who landed started killing everyone they could find.
There were many dead bodies in the streets. I was with the Bishop
and some people came running to the house to tell us there were
many wounded people. We decided to take them to hospital. But
there were Indonesian soldiers in the streets. The hospital was
about Skm away, and it was very dangerous to drive through the
streets. When we went out and met some Indonesian soldiers, we
showed by gestures that we wanted to take the wounded to
hospital, so they replied: “Commandant, commandant”, pointing
to where we should go to meet their commander. The Bishop-and
I went to the commandant to ask for permission to drive to the
hospital. We took two young Timorese to helﬂ us carry and look
after the wounded. The commander (he could speak English),
said that the Bishop and I could go to the hospital but the two
young boys would have to stay behind. This made us very sad;
these boys were afraid of what would happen to them when we
left. But the commander refused to listen to our plea that the boys
be allowed to go with us. We didn’t dare leave them theré alone.
So the Bishop said to me: “You go with the wounded” (I was
driving the vehicle) “and I will stay here with the boys”. I felt very
afraid, driving alone like that, but I drove off, with some wounded
people in the back of the car.
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On the way, I met many Fretilin fighters. They knew me and
asked me where I was going. “To the hospital” I said. They told
me to be careful because there were many peoble fighting.-I drove
as fast as I could, not stopping to look at anything. At the hospital,
I asked the nurses to take the wounded people as quickly as
possible, then drove straight back to where the commander was.
He asked me what I had seen on the way. I told him there were

Fretilin people everywhere and he should beware.

The Bishop was still there, sitting and praying with his rosary,'

in a corner. By this time it was about 12 noon, and the Indonesian
soldiers were taking out their lunch tins. So I said to the
commander: “Your soldiers are eating lunch. We are hungry too,
and we want to go home and have our lunch”. The commander

replied “Okay, you and the Bishop can go home but the two boys

must stay.”

When the boys heard this, they said: “Please, Father, don’t
leave us here. We are afraid they will kill us”. And I was very
afraid for them too. So I said to the commander: “We arrived as
four people and there must be four of us when we go home. I
refuse to leave two people here. If anyone is to be killed, it is
better that we are all killed, all four of us. We two can’t go home
and leave the two boys here. We refuse to do that”.

After a lot of talking, the commander finally agreed that we
could all leave. We had been terribly afraid of what might happen.
The streets were full of dead people, dead Timorese and dead
Javanese. I had never seen anythmg like it. Unbelievable. Death
everywhere. I thought my own time had come too, but apparently
it was not God’s will, and I survived.

How did the former Bishop of Dili, your predecessor, Bishop
Ribeiro, cope?

Oh, poor man, he could not cope at all. The whole situation
was more than he could bear. All he did was cry—cry every time
he heard about what the Indonesians were doing. He just cried
and cried. Also, you must not forget, he is Portuguese, and it
wounded his feelings very deeply to see the Indonesians pull down
Portuguese flags and trample on everything Portuguese. So he

asked the Vatican to allow him to resign. He retired in 1977. He is

now living in Portugal and he is a very sick man.

During the first years of resistance, were you able to keep in contact
with the fighting in the resistance?

No, that was impossible. All of us in the towns were quite
unable to leave, or to contact anyone. Of course, the priests who
were in the interior, in the Catholic missions, went with the people
into the bush. Then after two or three years, we asked the priests
to come back from the bush.

“Timorisation”’’ of the war

What was the role of the Indonesian troops after the
“Timorisation” of the war?

Of course, they were still involved in the fighting. But they did
not want to come face to face with the Fretilin soldiers, and they
used the Timorese for this. They made it look as though Timorese
were fighting Timorese. But Fretilin’s response was: this is not a
war between us, but a war between Indonesia and Timor. So when
there were encounters, the Timorese troops did not fight each
other. The troops in the two Timorese battalions did not fight

Fretilin troops. So you see, although the Indonesians tried hard to-

cajole Timorese into fighting for them, giving them attractive
things, money and so on, this was not successful. I know that many
of the Timorese in the two battalions are very nationalist in sp1r1t
and will not fight against Fretilin. - :

So, Timorisation of the war started before the Operasi Keamanan
of 1981?

Yes, in 1979. The Timorese battahons were required to take
part in the 1981 operation, but the main forces used were the
civilian population, and at a terrible.cost. It was during this
Operasi that I was taken to Baucau to have a discussion with
General Jusuf, the Armed Forces Commander. He sent a
helicopter to Dili to meet him in Baucau. I had made it clear

repeatedly that I absolutely did not agree with this Operasi. Imet
General Jusuf, with General Dading Kalbuadi and General Ali
Murtopo. I told them that, in waging such a huge operation as
this, they should have considered the cost in terms of food,
medicine, transportation. The operations involved enormous
distances and many, many people. I told these generals that
people wete dying in the streets from lack of food, because they
were so weak. I also protested that even young boys from school

'had been forced to join the operations. I told them I was amazed

such things had happened. He said he didn’t believe it, but when
he checked, he found that I was right. I told the generals that so
much money must have been supplied for this operation yet the
people who were forced to take part were not being given any
food; there was no medicine for them, no transportation. I was
trying to hmt that there had been a great deal of corruptlon and

Lord Avebury calls for arms
‘embargo on Indonesia

Lord Avebury, chairman of the Parliamentary Human
Rights Group in London, has called for an immediate
arms embargo on Indonesm in order to halt the Indo—"
nesian offensive in East Timor.

In a statement released to the press on 19 September,
after returning from a visit to Portugal for discussions on
the question of East Timor, Lord Avebury said:

“Action must be taken without delay by the govern-
ments of western Europe and the USA to halt the
massive new offensive launched in August by the Indo-
nesian military in East Timor. Western governments
provide substantial military and economic assistance to
Indonesia, and are therefore in a strong position to stop
this new act of genocide inflicted on the long-suffering
people of East Timor. '

Refugees arriving in Lisbon last week told me of
movements into the territory of Hercules aircraft every
two or three days bringing in paratroops, armoured
vehicles and other military material. They also saw the
US-supplied OV10 Bronco counter-insurgency aircraft
again operating, making frequent sorties towards the
eastern part of the territory, where resistance is known
to be at its strongest. This confirms reports from dip-
lomatic sources in Jakarta last month that Indonesia is
deploying 20,000 troops in its current’ offenswe agamst
the people of East Timor.

What we are going to do now is to call on the govern-
ments of the USA and western Europe to stop this
aggression by déclaring an arms embargo against Indo-

' nesia. We -also intend to appeal to the UN Secretary
General to demand that Indonesia stops her military
operations forthwith in order to allow him to continue

~ his -consultations * on the territory’s right to self-
determination, in accordance with the Resolution of
the General Assembly of November 1982. We will
appeal, further, to the President of the Council of
Ministers of the European Community to initiate dction
by the ten member states to co-operate ‘with the US in
halting the flow of arms. ‘

Whilst the civilised world rlghtly condemns the atrocity
committed by the Soviet Union in shooting down an
unarmed ‘aircraft with the loss of 269 innocent lives, it
ignores the murder of 200,000 Timorese and the re-
newed threat to their survival posed by Indonesian
barbarism. We intend to do our best to make the voice
of the Timorese community heard in the capitals of the
West.”

19 September 1983
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other tragedies. We all know this, so we have the moral
obligation to do something to stop it. We should call upon the
United Nations to do something quickly to stopit, otherwise there
will be terrible abuse of human rights. The ones to suffer will be
the civilian population.

How do you see this new offensive in terms of Indonesian policy?
I think it proves that Indonesian efforts at annexation have
failed completely. I think that privately they know they have
made a terrible mistake in trying to annex Timor, but they will
never admit this publicly. The people of Timor simply refuse to be

[19

. we must do everything to arouse public opinion
to stop this new offensive . . .”

integrated. I have often said that if the people agreed with
integration, I would go along with that, support it. But the
converse is also true. If the people don’t want to be mtegrated if
they want to be independent, we must do everything possible to

help them. The Indonesians have made the terrible mistake of not

being able to see this, and they are still making the same mistake.
So they have to use violence to impose their will. It may be that
with violence, they will achieve their objective, but 1t can only be
temporarily, it cannot be a final victory.

You know, we all believe in God. He cannot support such

efforts by people to use brute force and violence to impose their

will on other people. It is my own feeling that people will pay in
this world too for the wrongs they commit in this world. I am not
against Indonesia, but I would like Indonesia to respect the right
of the Timorese to be independent. They already have so many
people and so many islands, more than 3,000. Why don’t they
look after all these other islands? Many of them are poor.

Why do you think Indonesia wants to annex ET?

It’s a lot to do with egoism, wanting to prove how strong and
superior they are. They have no sense of humility at all. With such
terrible arrogance, they are blind to everything. They simply
refuse to see that the era of imperialism is over. We can see this
from history. We must not forget the lessons of history. The
movement of history is towards independence. All people want to
be independent. Indonesia must let the peole of Timor have their
independence. :

What’s your estimate of the number of Indonesian troops in ET?
About 20,000. I have received reports about this. And this
number is certain to increase. Earlier this year, before they
started with the preparations for this new offensive, they had
about four battalions of troops, about 4,000 men, not including
Battalions 744 and 745. The Indonesians don’t trust these
battalions because the men in them are very nationalistic.

Troop morale on the two sides

Do you see any difference between the morale of the troops?
Yes, very much so. The guerrillla troops are very different
from the Indonesian soldiers. Why? Because they are fighting for

an ideal, to achieve their own independence. So, whatever may

happen to them, whatever sacrifice isrequired of them, they go on

fighting. But the Indonesian soldiers are people who have been
forced to come to Timor and fight. They haven’t come there -
because they want to. And no one can say what they are fighting .

for. They have no morale. But Fretilin’s morale is high, very, very
high. When they shed blood, or think about dying for their cause,

they are very proud because they feel it is better to die than'to live

without our independence. Because of this, they feel that they are
strong enough to fight - anyone, absolutely anyone. The
Indonesians fight because they are mercenaries, but the Timorese
fight because we want to fight, because it is for the mdependence
of Timor. :

Have you found that some Indonesian troops are more ruthless
than others?
The experience of Indonesian troops is that in their f1rst

encounters on the battlefield, they are very ruthless, but little by
little, they lose this. They get tired and fed up. Fighting in East
Timor is very difficult for them. Sometimes they don’t get
enough food, they have to tramp in bad weather, cold, rain, with
no transportation. And without any hlgh morale, they very easﬂy
lose spirit altogether

Do they have to rotate their troops very often?

Yes. Some of the troops really don’t want to fight, because
they recognise the right of the Timorese people to independence.
They can see no reason for the war. You know, there have been
incidents when whole companies of Indonesian troops, including
their officers, have refused to fight when face to face with Fretilin
troops, have handed their weapons to Fretilin and withdrawn.
Many Indonesian soldiers were punished and sent to Bali fqr
court-martial.

What do you know about the Kopassandha (RPKAD) troops?

We were told they are very good soldiers, but even they run
away when confronted with Fretilin troops. They are afraid, really
afraid. Sometimes it’s just enough for someone to shout, “Look
out, Fretilin troops! Fretilin is coming!” for these troops to run
away.

But the Indonesian troops have better weapons, don’t they?.

Yes, they do, but Fretilin has captured many of these weapons,
including automatic weapons, from the RPK and other troops.
These soldiers are afraid and they don’t want to die. People often
wonder how the resistance can survive. You should realise that
they have many weapons as well. In the early days, they got their
weapons from the old Portuguese colonial army, Mauzers, G3
rifles and so on. But now they have newer, better weapons,
automatics, machine-guns, ammunition—all captured from the
Indonesians.

Do you know whether Indonesia has used chemical weapons?

I don’t know exactly. I have no experience in military
technology, but I do know that sometimes when bombs were
dropped, they emitted a stream of fire which burns everything in
its path, all the vegetation. Perhaps these were napalm bombs. I
have seen the effects, but I can’t classify the weapons.

Transmigration

The Indonesians have started bringing transmigrants to East
Timor. What do you know about this?

In the beginning, I was informed by the military authorities
about this. They said it would be good to bring some farmers from
other parts to teach the Timorese about agricultural techniques.
So, about 200 families were brought to Maliana from Bali. But
they made a terrible mistake because they settled these families
on land that belongs to Timorese who were driven off the land.
The Timorese were very angry but, being powerless, they kept
silent. They came and told me about it. They said they didn’t mind
if Balinese were brought there but they can’t forgive the
Indonesians for driving them off their land for the transmigrants.
There is plenty of other land they could occupy. Why don’t they
go there, these people said to me. So I brought these complaints to
the attention of the Indonesian authorities, and they decided to
stop the transmigration for the time being. I had told them that if
they didn’t stop doing this kind of thing, the Fretilin might force
them to stop.

Was the land given to the Balinese farmer¢ handed back to the
Timorese?

No it wasn’t: And another problem is that these newcomers

- not only occupy the land of the Timorese. They also take over

their jobs. These Balinese farmers are not familiar with the soil

- and didn’t have much experiefice in agriculture so they have taken

other jobs, house-building, carpenting and other crafts. They are
favoured against the Timorese who have thus not only lost their
land but have also lost various jobs they used to do. This has
caused conflicts between the Indonesian peasants and the
Timorese who have been thrust aside—the ones who have lost
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“If people could live wl ere the

shertage in

In July this year, just a few days before the visit to East Timor of the Australian Parliamentary mission, Fretilin sent out a detailed 40-
page report on human rights abuse and on social and economic conditions in the many strategic settlements scattered throughout the
country. The first part, on human rights, gives information about several hundred individuals (see box); two lists of disappeared persons
are attached. One of the lists is the same as the list handed over secretly to Senator Gordon Mclntosh, a member of the Australlan

Parliamentary mission, by a prisoner on Atauro island.

We publish below a shortened version of the part on social and economic conditions. For the first time, living conditions in many
different camps have been revealed. The strategic settlements (known in Indonesian Army terminology as “daerah pemukiman” or
settlement areas) are referred to throughout the report as “concentration camps”. The term is being used in its original meaning, when
the term was first coined for the tightly-controlled concentrations of populations set up by the British Army under Lord Kitchener during
the Boer War. The term is clearly not intended to invoke the more recent form of concentration camps created in Gerrmany under Hitler.

Each section of the report, which is written in Portuguese and is mostly in hand-writing, is signed by Xanana, commander of the
Revolutionary Council of National Resistance, and is dated 25 July, 1983.

Railaco, to the south west of Dili

. hunger is severe. On 6 May this year, several columns of
guerrillas passed through Faeisi, a district in- Railaco; when they
checked the huts, they found only enough dried manioc to last
three months. The economic conditions are far worse than they
were in 1976-1978, at the height of the military operations.
There are no medical services for the people and parents are
preventing their children from learning Indonesian.

* ok ok ok ok Kk K

Likor/Laclo

. this is a concentration camp on the bank of the river Lado
(east of Dili). Half the people here are suffering from illnesses
and are in a physically weak state because of malnutrition.
People lack decen: clothing, their huts are often flooded . . . The
region used to produce rice but today this is impossible.

* Kk Kk Kk &k Kk &

Bazartete )

. here people grow betel, copra and coffee which helps
them stave off hunger. But in March this year, taxes were
imposed on these products for the first time, and people are also
required to contribute one-third of their output to finance the
Army’s mopping-up operations. Only those who pay bribes to
the Indonesian troops are permitted to take their coffee to Dili
to sell it there.

* ok ok ok ok Kk ok

Hatu Builico

. is a concentration camp on the road from Aimara to Aile.
Situated in the Ramelau mountains, a crop of corn takes several
months to grow. There is a severe lack of food, and during the
periods of food shortage, the people go searching for wild plants.
Everyone, including the women and children, are required to do
forced labour. The huts with zinc roofs are occupied by Timorese
who work for the colonial officials or members of hansip, but
these huts have very thin walls. The huts where the rest of the
people live are even worse, with roofs of straw or even just
leaves. '

* K Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk

Same: town and surrounding camps
. the only ones who still own some property and cattle are
the civil servants, camats, bupatis, policemen, school directors

and traditional chieftains. Most people have only manioc and
potatoes to eat. This is a cold, hilly region where corn grows
slowly; any corn grown is sold to get cash to buy essential needs.
During the hunger crisis months, December to February, the
people live from wild plants. At times of intensive agricultural -
activity (soil preparation, weeding and sowing) people are
required to work on the land of the colonial authorities for
nothing. It is called gotong-royong. . . Strict control over the
movement of the population and official decisions about which
land may be cultivated— determined according to the needs of
the war situation—has led to the abandonment of large tracks of
land.

* ok Kk ok ok ok %

Betano v

. is a concentration camp near the south coast about 10kms
from the town of Same. The soil here is good but the people have
only primitive agricultural implements with the result that output
is very low. The only livestock available belong to the

“landowners; if people want to borrow these to help till the land

to grow rice, they must pay for it with their own labour. During
the hunger-crms months, people are required to- do forced
labour. Throughout the year, they are required to do one or two
days forced labour each week. Dunng periods of intensive

.agricultural activity, they sometimes have to work one or two

weeks at a stretch .
* * k k k k Kk

Alas : '
. situated about Skms to the east of Same. Although two
crops of corn can be grown here anniially, conditions for the
people are very poor because of the prevalence of mosquitoes
and disease for which no medical services are available. The
physical condmons of the people keep corn production very low.
Go into any hut and you will see that the people live mainly on
sagu and an edible root, uhitrik, which they gather in the forests.
In. We-susu, Skms south of Alas, conditions are better
because Ppeople can grow more corn and cassava; Yet here too

there are penods of hunger when the people have to rely only on

sagu.
* ok ok ok ok Kk K

Manatuto i
. is on the north coast, east of Dili. The chief occupation of
the population is growing rice, but output is far below pre-war
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7 liked, there would be no food
E aSt Tim()r 9 former Bishop of Dili

because of the absence of livestock—most have been taken by ‘they now have. Even the privileged families, associated with the
the Indonesians—and also because of the greatly reduced area colonial administration, are badly off. People are in a constant
allowed for production as a result of the policies of the state of hunger. Because of the severe lack of food, all nearby
occupation forces. Some people can eke a living from fishing. sources of sagu have been used up, people must go farther afield
Producing salt is a traditional activity in this region but the areas to find it.
where people were allowed to produce salt have been greatly
reduced. : * ok ok ok ok ok ok
* ok k ok k Kk Kk Laklubar
. about 34 kms into the interior from Manatuto,
Kaelilo approaching the central mountainous region. Conditions here
. is the location of a camp, 2kms south of Manatuto. Corn are extremely bad and people live mainly from the wine of palm
production here is better than elsewhere, but even so people trees and from potatoes or cassava. Because of the soil and
produce only enough for 3 or 4 months; for the rest of the year - climate, corn takes about 9 months to ripen and families can only
they must depend on gathering wild plants, leaves and roots. produce 3 to 4 tins a year (1 tin = about 15 kgs). Starvation is
Most people live in straw huts. Houses with zinc roofs have been therefore with the people all the year round.
built to impress outsiders, because they can be seen from ~ o h
helicopters . . . . * k ok Kk Kk Kk X
* Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk ) Laclo
. about 20kms south west of Manatuto. Here people can
Laleia ; produce rice and corn, but they also gather sagu to supplement
.on the road to Baucau, 22kms east of Manatuto. this. The yield of corn is better here than in Manatuto, and
Conditions here are far worse than in Manatuto . . . every hut is people can sell some of their produce so as to have cash for other
a centre of poverty and hunger. People produce corn and rice needs. But many production areas had to be abandoned when
but output is very low because of the lack of buffaloes. Things the people were forced into the concentration camps. These
here have sharply deteriorated since “integration” which (the abandoned regions were well-organised rice production areas in
journalist) John Hamilton has labelled “a success story”. The Portuguese colonial days.
population is now concentrated around the town; and large areas
formerly used for food production such as Santo, Nan Rain, * k ok ok ok ok Kk
Rotuna, Segat, We Tiran, We Morem, Seram Baek, Kok Hoio,
Samblai, Tissak Um, Beko, Lian Aen and Todos have all been Tutuala ‘
abandoned. ‘ .. . is in the most eastern tip of East Timor. Famine here is
People work only with very primitive implements, which is all chronic. The fundamental reason is the reduction of productive
EAST TIMOR
ADMINISTRATIVE AREAS '
Atauro

Jaco

‘*.\ LAUTEM
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.
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areas. Areas to the south like Aleira Lafal were rice-producing
regions but they are now under guerrilla control. People live
mainly from cassava, a little fishing and a very small output of
corn. The colonial administration has set up a “co-operative” run
by the camar and the Koramil officer; this is just a device for
extracting taxes from the population. Death from starvation is a
frequent occurrence here.

Maeran, and camps on the road from Poro to Assalaino
. Production areas are restricted to only between 200 and
500 metres from the camp boundaries because of security

considerations, so there is little food to fend off starvation— -

several pre-war productive regions are now abandoned. Output
is very low .because of this and also because people don’t have
any livestock.
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This diagram, from the Secrét Army documents captured in 1982 by Fretilin, illustrates an instruction that people’s gardens must be
located close to the resettlement area. The lefthand example is ‘“wrong”, the righthand example is “right”

From Titilari to Los Palos

. conditions for the population who surrendered at the end
of 1978 are far worse than for those who surrendered earlier.
Security restrictions on their production areas are much tighter.
People here are in a very weak physical state, and are constantly
hungry, so they have no energy to cultlvate the soil properly or
to go gathering edible roots and leaves. On occasion, people
have been ordered to evacuate their homes for secunty reasons.
This has happened mainly round Los Palos, when people have
been forced out of their homes by armed troops and their huts
then destroyed. When this happened they had to live under the
trees for some time before new huts were built. People live
almost entirely from wild roots and coconuts; the death rate
from starvation is high.
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Muapitine

. people’ from here were transferred to Vailoro in mid-
1982. Their only source of food in the new place is leaves and
roots. Stavation is very serious.
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Camps on the road from Ililopa to Lore
. People here did not surrender till the end of 1978, so their

conditions are particularly bad and they suffer from very serious -

restrictions in the land available for food production. They too

must rely on coconuts and wild roots. Many die of starvation. .
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Camps on the road Laga-Saelari-Atelari

Apart from some fields along the coast belonging to people
who gave themselves up in 1976, the whole road to Atelari is
inhabited by people who surrendered in 1979. In pre-war days
and in the years from 1976-1978, rice production was plentiful
around Laga, and corn and cassava were only grown to
supplement this. Now, because of "the very limited land
available, people must search for wild roots to survive. About
70% of the productive areas is under guerrilla control. Disease
and death from starvation are widespread.

Baguia

Although this is a show place witk lenty of houses with zinc
roofs, the people in fact live in conaitions of starvation and
disease. This is in fact one of the worst areas because of the lack
of land for food productlon and the tight security control. The
death rate is hlgh
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Uatokarabau . ‘
For those who surrendered in'1977, conditions are quite good
because they can till land near the coast. The majority who
surrendered in late 1978 are subject to far greater secdurity
control. They possess very few animals, have little land to till and
suffer severe starvation from December to March every year.
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Uatolari

'Formerly this was an 1mportant rice- growmg region, but today
vast tracts of land have been abandoned. People don’t have
proper implements to till the land, only iron rods which make the
work extremely hard and unproductive. Because corn and
cassava output is so low, people gather edible roots and leaves.

 Many people are no more than skin and bone. The children and

the elderly in particular display signs of advanced malnutrition
and physical weakness. Many are ill, but medical facilities don’t

~ exist, except f for those who can pay. Things are so bad today that

it is certain-tany people will die of starvation. Considering that _;
Uatolari used to be such an important rice-producing area, the

-.claims of Mario Carrascalao; repeated by John Hamilton, that

rice production in East Timor would reach 65,000 tons this year
are patently absurd. The entire rice-producing area from
Uatolari up to the Matabean mountains is under guerrllla
control.

* kX Kk Kk Kk Kk K

Queliquai

There is a sharp contrast between the large number of people
settled here and the very limited area of land available for food
production. Recently, corn production has been resumed which .
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has improved things, but even so, the output is not enough for
more than about 3 months. If it had not been for the ceasefire
this year which made more food production possible, about a
thousand people would certainly have died of starvation. Most

people are physically very weak, especially the young and the

elderly. Huts with zinc roofs are visible from helicopters. They
were built in May 1982 and until recently only Indonesian troops .
lived there. During the ceasefire some local people were allowed
to live in these huts which had really been built only for

propaganda purposes.

’

-

Forced labecur w despread in
Timorese resettlement camps

The practice of forced labour is now widespread in the
resettlement camps which were set up in East Timor in the late
1970s as part of Indonesia’s war strategy to isolate the resistance
movement. Timorese people are being required to work without
pay ou land owned by Indonesian officials as well as on the land
of more privileged Timorese (village and district heads, civil
guard and Battalion 745 commanders). They also have to work
on road construction, building houses and offices for the
occupying forces, and to carry out timber-logging and cut down
bamboo. In one area, people are required to work without pay
on a state-owned sugar plantation in Ue Tice. Generally
speaking, people are required to perform forced labour one day
a week but this is often extended as the “need” arises.

This information is contained in a detailed report drawn up by
Fretilin in July this year.

Food production critically low

In virtually all the camps, the level of food production is
extremely low. Few peasants are producing rice any more and
most families are not able to produce more than about 5 or 6 tins
of corn (a tin contains about 15 kilos) a year. In some places,
production is down to only 2 or 3 tins a year. Besides the
imposition of forced labour, low production levels are the result
of the very limited amount of land available to the camp
inhabitants, whilst at the same time, vast tracts of productive
corn- and rice-producing land have been completely abandoned
because of the enforced resettlement of the peasants. Fretilin
reports that fertile areas that have been abandoned include the
upper reaches of the river Vemasse, and a stretch of country
extending 30 kilometres westward from the town of Laleia and
southwards to Bibileu, including the fertile upper valley of the
river Laleia. Further south, no fewer than 14 villages and regions
to the west of Ossu and Viqueque have been abandoned, and
further north, another 18 food production regions are now going
to waste.

Efforts to produce food on the land made available to camp
inhabitants are severely hampered by the lack of agricultural
implements and livestock. Few families now possess any
buffaloes, except for the more wealthy, privileged Timorese
families. Most implements are virtually beyond repair, yet
people simply cannot earn the cash they would need to purchase
new ones.

Crops burnt in advance of military operations

In early 1981, people living in the camps were suddenly ordered
to gather in all their corn by April, regardless of the fact that it
was not yet ripe. Nor was the time allowed anywhere near
enough to complete the back-breaking task. Everything left
standing in the fields after the time limit had passed was burnt,
causing a 30% loss of crops. This was the time when preparations
were under way for Indonesia’s 1981 offensive, Operasi
Keamanan. This year again, a similar order went out, requiring
all corn to be gathered in before Auvgust, and warning people
that anything left standing will be burnt. Once again, this
destruction of crops can only be ‘explained against the
background of the preparations for the military offensive which
was launched in August this year.
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Fretilin’s report about conditions in the camps is the first of its
kind to be received from East Timor. It is an important record of
the factors underlying East Timor’s appalling food problem. The
resettlement camps themselves are central to the problem, and
as long as they remain in existence, famine will continue to
threaten the people of East Timor.
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Human rights abuses in
East Timor

The Fretilin report on human rights abuse gives details of
war crimes that have been committed by Indonesian
troops since 1975. They include mass executions and
regular cases of torture, including castration, people being
burnt alive and cannibalism.

It is introduced as a report “to assist Amnesty Inter-
national and human rights organisations” and documents
in meticulous detail cases of execution, torture and dis-
appearances involving about 280 people. Many of the
names given are already on Amnesty International lists,
and involve cases for which the organisation has been
seeking more details.

It relates for the first time the fate of many Fretilin
leaders who have disappeared since the invasion of 1975.
For example, it mentions that the former left-wing leader,
Antonio Carvarino, was captured in February 1979 and
was burnt alive after being tortured. It also describe mass
executions in the Matabean and Los Palos regions, giving
names and dates, and provides details of some particularly
savage cases of torture.

For instance, on 29 August, 1982, a guerrilla named
Alberto had been captured near Dare, outside Dili, and
taken to a resettlement camp. Military commanders
ordered his death and, according to the report, “his body
was butchered like an animal” and an “official ate his flesh
in front of the assembled population, saying, “This is what
we do to Fretilin’”. Details are also given of a case in Sep-
tember 1978 when two Fretilin local organigers were cap-
tured, tied down, castrated and otherwise tortured, then
left to die in the sun.

From a report by Jill Jolliffe, in the Canberra Times,
4 September 1983.
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Amnesty exposes Indonesian
brutalities in East Timor

A representative of Amnesty International submitted testimony to the UN Decolonisation Committee in August about Indonesian
atrocities and human rights violations in East Timor. The following are extracts taken from the submission. (The full document—ASA 21/
09/83—is available from Amnesty head office: 10 Southampton Street, London WC2E 7HF.)

Violations of human rights in East Timor have occurred in a
context in which the right to freedom of expression does not
exist. People expressing that right have been detained and ill-
treated.! Movement and communication within and beyond East
Timor have been tightly controlied. Amnesty International
further understands that East Timorese recently permitted to
leave the territory to be reunited with their families abroad have
been warned routinely by Indonesian intelligence officers before
leaving not to reveal information which might discredit the
Indonesian occupation and have been threatened with reprisals
against themselves and members of their family still in East
Timor if they do so.

b b 20 2 20 28 2% 4

Interrogation and Torture

Amnesty International has received many reports of torture of
Fast Timorese suspected of having opposed the Indonesian
occupation. A Timorese who had worked with Indonesian
intelligence has described the procedure in these circumstances:

The normal procedure was. to interrogate the captives or those who
surrendered. People who surrendered and were not soldiers who had
engaged in battle with Fretilin would be permltted to go free after the
mterrogatlon but only after approval from intelligence headquarters
in Dili.

During the interrogations they were normally tortured, especially
if the interrogators thought they were Fretilin soldiers or leaders.
They would be tortured by hitting them with a blunt instrument, by
jabbing lit cigarettes into their faces around the mouth, or by giving
them electric shocks, sometimes on the genitals.

The senior authorities would decide who was to be killed after
interrogation. Most of the leaders or more educated ones, those who
were talented, were killed. Their wives would also be interrogated,
tortured and killed.

b 20 2 20 20 2 ¢

Amnesty International would particularly like to draw
attention to two interrogation houses reported to be in current
use in Dili as of the beginning of 1983. There have been
persistent reports of the torture and ill-treatment of persons held
in these places. They are:

— a warehouse attached to the house formerly owned by

Francisco Babo in the Rua Abilio Monteira in the Colmera

district, now believed to be occupied by a unit of the RPKAD

(Resimen Parakommando Angkatan Darat, paratroops),

recently renamed Kopassandha; '

1. These include the cases of: ‘ :
— three people, at one time associated with the “integrationist” Uniao
Democratica Timorense (UDT), who were arrested and beaten in July
1980 reportedly for having aired criticisms of the Indonesian occupation
on the Tetum-language program of Radio Republik Indonesia, Manu-
kokorek;

— two members of the Indonesian appointed Reg1onal peoples k

Representative (Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat Daerah, DPRD) arrested in
November 1981 after they had written to President Suharto in June 1981
alleging serious misconduct by Indoneseian officials and military
personnel including the killing of non-combatant East Timorese;

— persons who had communicated with visiting delegations and
television crews being subsequently taken in for questioning

— a house formerly owned by Joao do Rosario Martires in

the Rua Alferes Duarte O Arbiru in the Farol district used

since late 1979 for interrogation by army intelligence (A1,

commonly known as Intel).

Amnesty International has reports of persons taken to these -
interrogation houses. who emerged bearing visible signs of
torture. One such account referring to the Intel house reads:

One of my Fretilin friends was tortured with electric shocks and
burning in December. 1980. After the shock treatment his lips were
burnt and broken as they had attached the wire to his lips. His body
had also been extensively burnt with cigarettes. He was tortured
because he was suspected of passing information to the Fretilin
forces.

Among those held for interrogation and allegedly tortured
were a number of women, some of whom had reportedly been
picked up on suspicion of having communicated with relatives in
the bush. Amnesty International has the names of several
women held by intelligence who were reportedly raped and had
burning cigarettes applied to their breasts.

An account of the RPKAD house in the Rua Abilio Monte1ro
attests to its fearsome reputation:

If you go there, things are 99.9% hopeless. Those sent there had been
caught in the mountains fighting against Indonesian troops, especially
the bush commanders. They are tortured for information with
cigarettes to the cheeks, breasts, ears, genitals and w1th electric
shocks Then they are killed.

Amnesty International also has the names of people who
were held in either of the two above-mentioned houses who.
“disappeared” and are feared dead.

An informant who had access in mid-1982 to the warehouse
behind the RPKAD house where prisoners were held, reported
seeing about 100 people there whom the informant judged from
their appearance and dress to be predominantly village people
from outside Dili. Amnesty International does not know the
present situation of these people. However, there are grounds
for concern for their safety in' view of other reports indicating
that people understood to have been taken to one or other of the
interrogation houses in Dili.have not reappeared.

One such case involves Venancio Gomes, a member of the
Fretilin Central Committee, who was arrested in Dili in the first
days of the Indonesian invasion in December 1975. Those
arrested at this time who escaped immediate execution were first
transferred to the Tropical Hotel and then moved to the
Portuguese District Prison (the Cadeia Comarca, which is still
known as the Comarca despite being renamed Lembaga
Pemasyarakatan Dili by the Indonesians) in January 1976.
Venancio Gomes was released from the Comarca in 1979.
Following the Fretilin attack on a broadcasting station in Dare
on the outskirts of Dili on 10 June 1980, Venancio Gomes was
one of about 600 people reportedly arrested in Dili. He was -
initially held in the Comarca but after a week was taken to the ‘
Intel house in Farol. He never reappeared.

Amnesty International has received reports of persons dying
as a result of torture and beating suffered during interrogation
and this may also have been the fate of others who are reported
to have “disappeared”. Orlando Marques, whom - the
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Indonesians had appointed camat (sub-district officer) of
Iliomar, Los Palos, reportedly died as a result of blows received
during interrogation after being picked up on suspicion of
disaffection shortly after returning from an administrators’
course on Java. Afonso Freitas who had surrendered in late 1978
reportedly died in his house in Vemasse in 1979 as a result of
blows received while detained in the pousada (inn) in Baucau.
Amnesty Intetnational has the names of 14 persons who
reportedly died as a result of torture and starvation in prisons in
Dili and Aileu following the Fretilin attack of 10 June 1980.

b 2b 28 2 40 &b ¢

Extrajudicial Executions and “Disappearances”

There is now a large body of evidence indicating that Indonesian
forces in East Timor have resorted to extrajudicial executions on
a large scale since the very first days of the invasion. Amnesty-
International now has lists of hundreds of people who were
reportedly killed outside combat, or “disappeared” between
December 1975 and the end of 1982. Amnesty International’s
own investigations have concentrated on the period from early
1979 and have revealed recurring patterns of large-scale killings
and “disappearances” as well as cases of what appear to be
random killings of individuals and small groups.

Amnesty International believes that it is now firmly
established that several hundred East Timorese were executed
throughout the territory between late 1978 and September 1979.
Some were killed immediately following surrender or capture,
others some time after. Others still were people suspected of
associating with Fretilin but who had not themselves joined
Fretilin in the bush. An analysis attached to one list of 51 names
of persons killed in the eastern part of the territory during these
months states that the people on the list had held positions of
second and third rank in Fretilin and that some were people in
civilian occupations who had never participated in the fighting.
Amnesty International’s own investigation of these killings
suggests that the worst affected areas were in the eastern part of
the territory and in particular the district of Los Palos and the
towns and villages in the vicinity of Mount Matebian. In the
course of one operation in the vicinity of Mount Matebian
between 15 and 17 April 1979, 118 people not engaged in combat
were reportedly executed in Uatolari, Uatocarabau, Viqueque,
Ossu, Baguia and hamlets on the southern slopes of the
mountain. Amnesty International has the names of 31 people
reportedly executed in Kelikai in May-June 1979. A report on
the situation in this period states:

When they want to liquidate someone, they say that they have gone
to continue their studies or that they have left for Jakarta or Lisbon,
or that they were called urgently to' Kelikai. Kelikai is an
administrative post at the foot of Mount Matebian where they have
carried out many murders. To speak of Kelikai makes our heart beat
and our hair stand on end, for Kelikai means certain death for those
called there.

Amnesty International has the names of 82 persons who
reportedly “disappeared” or were executed in the Los Palos
district in 1979. Amnesty International also has the names of
persons who were reportedly killed or “disappeared” in parts of
the territory other than the eastern region, including the districts
of Aileu and Same and in the capital, Dili.

* Kk k k ok kK

Several surrendered and captured Fretilin leaders
“disappeared” in Dili and elsewhere at this time. Among them
were several persons who had been members of the Central
Committee of Fretilin and persons who had been appointed
ministers when the Democratic Republic of East Timor had been
proclaimed on 27 November 1975 including: the Minister of
Education and Culture, Hamis Basarewan Bin Umar; the
Minister of Justice, Antonio Duarte Cavarino; the Minister of
Finance, Juvenal Maria de Fatima Inacio; the Vice-Minister of
National Defence, Hermenegildo Alves; the Vice-Minister for

Communications and Tr-.asport, Domingos de Costa Ribeiro;
and the Central Committee members, Maria do Ceu Pereira
Cavarino, Dulce Maria da Cruz, Sebastiao Montalvao, Alfonso
Redentor de Araujo and Leopoldo Joaquim.

Leopoldo Joaquim, a member of the Fretilin Central
Committee, surrendered in Same in the southwest of the
territory in early 1978. The event was considered sufficiently
important by the Indonesian authorities for them to draw up a
propaganda leaflet bearing his photograph and announcing his
surrender. He was detained for several months after his
surrender in the San Tai Ho warehouse. In April 1979 some time
after his release, he was taken by Indonesian troops from his
house and escorted to the home of his 17-year-old niece, Maria
Gorete Joaquim. Maria Gorete Joaquim had been detained in
1976 as a member of the Fretilin student organisation,
UNETIM. Both were then taken away, purportedly to work in
Baucau. Neither has been seen or traced since. Various
unconfirmed reports of their execution have reached Amnesty
International.

Several of those who “disappeared” from Dili were being
held in prison at the time of their “disappearance”. Among them
was the Fretilin armed forces commander, Domingos da Costa
Ribeiro, who had reportedly been captured and brought to Dili
in 1977. He and ten other prisoners held in the Comarco were
reportedly taken on the night of 18 April 1979 from the prison to
a beach in the east of Dili called Areia Branca and executed by
members of Battalion 745, a Timorese unit commanded by
Indonesians. In this group of prisoners were also Filomeno Alves
and Manecas Exposto, known in Dili before the invasion as
members of a popular musical group, the Cinco do Oriente, both
of whom had surrendered in Maubisse in January 1979. Two
other prisoners held in the Comarca, Joao de Conceicao,
formerly an official in the Public Works Department under the
Portuguese, and Joao Bosco Sarmento Quintao, formerly a
military policeman in the Portuguese army. Both were taken by
troops of the RPKAD one night in March 1979 and never
reappeared. Amnesty International has received reports that
these two prisoners were killed at Lake Tacitolu, west of Dili.
Amnesty International has received frequent reports of persons
being taken to Areia Branca and Lake Tacitolu to be killed.
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Amnesty International continues to receive reports such as
the following:

— In November 1982, four persons, Jose Viegas, Augusto
Bello, Augusto Gusmao and Cosmo Freitas were picked up by
Indonesian troops in Vemasse, Baucau on suspicion of having
relations with Fretilin. Jose Viegas, a primary school teacher,
was reportedly killed after his arrest. The others who were
reportedly protected by the intervention of their families were
taken to Dili where they were held for a period in the former
Portuguese barracks in Taibesse,

— Also in November 1982, Joao Brito from Viqueque was
reportedly executed by Indonesian soldiers in Venilale, Baucau
after he had beaten an Indonesian soldier who had sexually
molested his wife.

— In about October 1982, F., who had surrendered the previous
month, was reportedly publicly burnt to death in Ainaro. After
his surrender, he had reportedly been recruited to work with the
Indonesians and had been sent back to the bush with the task of
inducing Fretilin followers to surrender. Soon after his return
from the bush, the town of Ainaro was attacked. The
Indonesians reportedly accused him of betraying them and
burned him to death publicly as an example.

AR AL

TAPOL Bulletin No. 59 September 1983 17






Army killings continue: press
reporting now banned

Killings by Army death squads have continued unabated in the
towns and cities of Indonesia. The difference now is that the
press has been ordered to stop publishing reports of the killings.
According to a UPI report from Jakarta on 5th August
newspaper editors were told by phone that a new wave of killings
was about to take place, described as being the “final assault to
expurgate crime”. Having been given this news, editors were
then warned not to publish any more reports of killings because,
according to Sukarno, the Director-General for Press Guidance
at the Ministry of Information, “the recent reporting of the
killings does not help to maintain peace and order”. '

On the very day this reporting ban was issued, the weekly
magazine Tempo, appeared with a cover story on the death
squads, still referred to as “the mysterious killings”.

- The journal made the point that many who initially supported
the “mysterious killings” as a form of shock-therapy are now
getting worried. A’ leading Muslim, the chairman of the West
Java Council of Ulama, E. Z. Muttaquien is quoted as saying:

People felt relieved at first, but this is turning to anxiety that
measures by people who are taking the law into their own hands will
just go on and on. These murders, which are prohibited by religion,
can lead to all kinds of things that could be disastrous.

The growing public concern about the killings no doubt goes a
long way to explaining the sudden ban on media coverage.

Tempo reported (6th August, 1983) that news of killings was
still being reported daily, often with photographs: six deaths in
Wonosobo, Central Java, eight deaths in Pontianak, West
Kalimantan, and several in Samarinda, East Kalimantan. A
body discovered in the outskirts of Jakarta had no fewer than ten
bullet wounds. There were signs that the victim had been trying
to remove tattoo marks from his body. (See below.) Dr. Abdul
Mun’im, forensic expert at the University of Indonesia, says
some bodies have as many as eleven or twelve bullet wounds;
one had five bullet wounds in the head alone. During May, June
and July, he said, 69 bodies had been brought in for
examination, The latest regional figures reported by Tempo were
96 killings in Semarang and 89 in West Java. These are all figures
of reported deaths; many deaths go unreported.

According to Peter Hastings (Sydney Morning Herald, 8th
August 1983) 1,400 have been killed since the death squads
started their operations in March.

More generals justify the killings

General Amir Machmud, chairman of Parliament and the
People’s Assembly, has expressed full approval of the killings.
The leadership of Parliament, he said, had discussed the “anti-
crime campaign” with the government and had come to the
conclusion that it has been “very successful” because the number

of crimes being committed has fallen sharply. [In the minds of -

Indonesia’s parliamentary leaders of course, extra-judicial
murders by the State don’t count as crimes, but as one western
journal has pointed out, “Indonesia is experiencing a crime-wave
of a different sort” (The Economist, 30th July 1983).]

General Ali Murtopo who was Information Minister till
March 1983 and is now Deputy Chairman of the Supreme
Advisory Council, declared that these “justified” killings were
being committed on the orders of the Department of Defence
because “conventional methods to combat crime have proved
inappropriate in Indonesia”. This is the first time the Defence
Department has been publicly linked in this way. Murtopo also
asserted that “drastic measures” are needed to prevent the
emergence of terrorists groups such as the Red Brigades in Italy
and the Japanese Red Army” (Reuter/APF, 29th July 1983).
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According to Max Lane who visited Indonesia recently,
there does not seem to be any mystery about (the killings) in Jakarta.
Most informed people are convinced that those responsible are
members of Detachment 801—the anti-terrorist squad of the elite
paratroop battalion, Kopassandha. (Natiopal Times, 19-25 August
1983.)

Lane also reported the widely held view that General Benny
Murdani, the new ABRI commander (himself a product of
Kopassandha) is using the campaign to fashion for himself a
corps of soldiers upon whom he could rely to carry out any
order, including murder. “There was a widespread fear that the
next target might be political opponents of the regime”, Lane
wrote. :

Prisoners fear release

The Director of Cipinang Prison, Jakarta’s largest prison for
convicted prisoners, told Tempo that 95 per cent of the victims of
the killings in Jakarta were people who had been released from
Cipinang. “Some released prisoners have been murdered within
a day or two of their release”, he said. There are prisoners who
have written to the authorities pleading to be allowed to stay in
prison even though their term of imprisonment has expired.
From some towns there are reports that people leaving prison
have immediately committed a’crimne so as to be re-arrested and
return to the safety of a jail.

No wonder then that the release ceremonies on 17 August,
when many prisoners were allowed home as part of the annual
amnesty on Indonesia’s national day; were far from being happy
occasions. Released prisoners were quickly bundled into
vehicles and driven off to secret destinations by waiting relatives.
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Taken from Le Monde, 14 August, 1983, “L’extermination des
tatoués’’.
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The mysterious jeep on the

)

One evening in mid-June, a dark-coloured
jeep drew up in the middle of the bridge
over the river Cimedang, which lies at about
70km east of Tasikmalaya and marks the
boundary between the kabupaten of Ciamis
and that of Tasikmalaya. A few of the local
people on night-watch saw the vehicle halt
in the middle of the bridge, do a U-turn, and
then race off eastwards again, in the

direction from which it had first appeared. -

That incident might not have attracted
any attention at all, had not on the following
day a local man living near the bridge found
a dead body caught fast in tree roots on the
western bank of the river. “On the throat of
the corpse was a gaping wound, the head

was shattered, and blood had flowed from '

the mouth, nose and the throat-wound,”
said Sabeni (not his real name), a fisherman
from Sindangsari village,
Cimerak, kabupaten Ciamis.

There were no clues as to the identity of
the body, that of a man in his thirties, except
that it was covered in tattoos. The villager,
who was on his way to bathe in the river,
pushed the body out into midstream, where
it was carried off downriver. “We don’t
want to get involved with the police, so we
didn’t report the body,” explained one of
the villagers of Tawang, kecamatan Panca
Tengah, kabupaten Tasikmalaya. The local

community hoped that the current would -

kecamatan .

carry the body down to the south sea, which
is about 18km from the Cimedang bridge.

“Since that first incident, the dark-
coloured jeep has gone past our village and
stopped on the bridge about once every two
nights,” explained Icang, another villager
from Tawang. And it has been established
that the day after every visit from the jeep,
another body covered with wounds is found
caught fast on the river bank.

None of the local inhabitants has any
intention of going closer to find out about
the mysterious jeep’s business. “A villager’s
duty is to farm. These killings are the affair
of those in authority,” said Icang. Up until
the week before Lebaran, people living
along the river banks had found 18 corpses,
one of which was female. None bore any
indication of identity, though all were
tattooed. Death was caused either by the
head being shattered or by strangulation
with nylon string. None of the “findings”
were reported to the local police.

- The villagers of Sindangsari and Tawang
appear to have no intention of burying the
bodies they find. “The dead person was a
recidivist who’d been corroding the public
all this time, wasn’t he?” said Kasni (not his
real name), who lives in Sindangsari. If the
body drifts over to the west bank of the river
on the Tasikmalaya side, the villagers push
it out midstream, after which it usually gets

Cimedang Bridge

caught somewhere on the eastern bank.
Then it’s the turn of those on that side to
push it back into midstream.

The discovery of these . mysterious
bodies has resulted in making those who
live along the river banks feel ill-at-ease if
they bathe or wash in the river. They are
afraid that a floating corpse will suddenly
appear. - The fishermen are . also
complaining. Nobody will buy fish caughtin

. the river for fear that they might have fed

off a human corpse.

The inhabitants of both wllages are
unanimous in wishing to register- a
complaint ‘so that no more bodies are
dumped in the river. But who should they
complain to? Aren’t the agents of the
mysterious killings unknown? Through a
number of journalists who have visited the
area, they have appealed for bodies to be
left lying at the roadside. “We will bury
them,” said a local community figure. With
that in mind, the local people dug three
graves in a garden in Sindangsari just after
Lebaran. But that was clearly wasted effort:
since then there have been no more
mysterious bodies seen floating in
Cimedang river, and the three grave-holes
still lie open.

[Translated from Tempo, 6 Augﬁst, 1983.]

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

been reported
newspapers that
“criminals”

GUARDIAN WEEKLY, 10 July 1983

Some events in Indonesia

Within the past six weeks it has
in Indonesian
hundreds
have slaughtered each

were  criminals,
recidivists. They wore tattoos. This
of was proof enough of their guilt.

ever clean up the graft,
corruption and total abandonment
of moral principle which openly and

protectionists, will

20

other in what has been put down to
internecine gang warfare. :

Gangs exist, and - normally' one
might accept that such underworld
friction has blown up. But the
coincidence that the cull has taken
place simultaneously in many ‘of
Indonesia’s major cities is too much
tooverlook. In Jakarta the death toll
is unknown. Twenty corpses were
reported lying in the morgue
awaiting family identification. In
Yogyakarta local people talk of
hundreds shot and dumped down a
well near Parangtritis (memories of
the abortive Communist coup in
1965 when ‘“Crocodile . Hole” at
Jakarta’s Halim Airport became the
disposal pit for 8 generals). Cool hit

men on motorbikes have been -

witnessed. A man with “cropped
hair and military bearing’’ casually
shot dead a youth on the steps of one
of Jakarta’'s main shopping centres.
The police, we are told, are
investigating. But thereis littleneed
to play charades; everyone knows
the truth.

“We needed this clean-up”, the
people say. After all the victims

Certainly, Indonesia suffers the
misery of criminals being loose in
society. The people are therefore
understandably relieved that many
have now been removed. I myself
feel relief. But thinking people here,
of whom some doremain, are highly
concerned that, as Indonesia
becomes increasingly accepted into
the world family of nations
favoured by the mighty, we are
losing all control of our destiny.

I am an ordinary Indonesian; with
a young family. I have no political
interests, and I love my country. But
I see around me a degenerating
society which 1is delighted to
condone its police and military
(whose members themselves come
from the lower end of the

educational spectrum) in the whole-

sale murder of suspected criminals.
Suspected criminals. No arrest, no
trial — only execution. Where is ‘the
line drawn between suspected
criminal, and

a regime which cannot be removed
by the popular vote?

If we allow our overlords such
total control as they now have, who

_contemptuously permeates every

‘continue to have

‘Indah (Beautiful Cottage), a suburb

r either suspected
. dissenter, or suspected opposition to

level of Indonesian society?

Surely, if a man will kill, will he
not corrupt and steal as well? And if
society remains silent over institu-
tionalised murder, then will it not-
prostrate itself in everything, and
its rich _and
powerful ride rough-shod for ever?

Our state philosophy, Pancasila,
proclaims social justice. You are
invited to visit Jakarta’s Pondok

of palatial Grecian residences, and
then talk to the beggars of my city
whose only defence against the
night is a cardboard box. Then call
on the. families - of suspected
recidivists whose bodies lie equally
cold in the city morgue.

That, Sir, is the social justice of
Pancasila.

- Publication of a letter such as this
would lead to the severest con-
sequences for my family, my friends
and for myself should my name be
stated. I hope you will understand
therefore my wish to withhold both
my name and address.

Name and address supplied.
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