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UK ARMS EXPORTS TO INDONESIA TO INCREASE

Warships, Missile Launchers, Security Vehicles and More Hawks

A massive increase in the export of arms to Indonesia from
the UK is to go ahead, despite British government
denunciations of aggression against smaller nations, made in
the Falklands context, and its assertions of non-approval
regarding the Indonesian military annexation of East Timor.
The planned sale of military hardware could well find
immediate use against the East Timor struggle for
independence as well as in the protracted struggle of the
people of West Papua. Atrocities in both countries are
effectively condoned by the sale to the Indonesian military of
such weapons as Hawk ground-attack aircraft and broad-
beam frigates capable of launching Sea-Wolf missiles which
are also included in a special cash contract. Eleven armoured
security vehicles, costing £1.2 million are also included; these
are directly usable for internal repression. In all, arms sales to
Indonesia that are listed in the paper prepared by the Country
Police Division of the Export Credits Guarantee Department
reach a total of £340 million.

In this classified report obtained by the New Statesman
(12th November 1982) which is now also in TAPOL’s hands,
stress is laid on the political sureties of arms investments.

President Soeharto, who retains the support of the armed forces,
remains in firm control as President, a position he has held since
1966. Following a general election held in May 1982, the Golkar
Party (a government sponsored alliance of political groups) again
won a large majority of the 364 elected seats in the House of
Representatives. In the absence of any effective political
opposition, the President will almost certainly be re-elected in
1983 (when he will be 61). (Parenthesis in original)

Factors determining arms sales obviously place the
appalling record of human rights violations of the Indonesian
military on a low level of priority, if at all. In response to
queries and protests addressed to the British Foreign Office
by a number of MPs as well as by TAPOL, the government

has stated its position regarding expanded arms salesto
Indonesia in the following terms:

The Indonesian occupation of East Timor is of course one of the
factors taken into account whenever we consider the sale of arms
to Indonesia. In general, we sanction the sale of arms because this
conforms with Article 51 of the United Nations Charter which
provides that states have their right to act in self-defence and to
acquire arms to protect their independence. But this is not to say
that we are willing to sell arms indiscriminately. We consider
proposed arms sales carefully in the light of all the relevant factors
and we would not grant an export licence if we thought that the
equipment was likely to be used for purposes of repression or to
attack British forces or those of our allies.

(Letter from Lord Belstead, Minister at the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, to Terry Davis, MP, 29th December,
1982)
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EDITORIAL

THE LAW PROFESSION AS DANGER WORK

Law is generally regarded as being a comfortable profession,
well-paid, safe, non-political, respectable. Any case, whether
civil or criminal, is entitled to the benefit of legal advice, and
lawyers who agree to help defendants or plaintiffs should be
able to do so without let or hindrance.

Not so these days in Indonesia. When five lawyers agreed
last year to assist A. M. Fatwa in his lawsuit against the gov-
ernment (see page 6), they could hardly have realised that
they would themselves have become targets of acts of vio-
lence, which is precisely what Fatwa’s complaint was all
about. Nor could the two lawyers in Surabaya (see page 7)
have dreamt that they would be detained and interrogated for
holdingd a meeting with their clients to discuss lawful ways of
obtaining proper compensation for their land.

Infringements of basic human rights have become a way of
life in Indonesia, so much so that few people ever bother to

challenge them in the lawcourts. ‘Fortunately, however, there
are some exceptions, brave people indeed like Fatwa who
simply refuse to allow a grievance to pass without redress
even if they are taking their life in their hands by doing so. In
the absence of political rights to raise such issues. the law pro-
vides the only remaining alternative.

But when law itself becomes a form of danger-work, even
this rather shaky forum loses its significance. Lawyers in In-
donesia will not have an easy time trying to make the simple
point that freedom to conduct their professional duties is
crucial to the proper running of the legal system. If this can-
not be assured, laws and regulations become meaningless. It
is an important issue and those who are now taking it up —
the Indonesian Bar Association (PERADIN), the Legal Aid
Institutes, the individual lawyers — should get all the support
they deserve from those who care about human rights.

Readers’ Letters

We welcome comments and criticisms from our readers

I would like to raise a point of criticism regarding TAPOL
No. 54 on the report about the South Moluccans. Even if we
don’t agree with their colonial past we should see that they
are also victims of the Javanese neo-imperialism of today and
we should not change the historical truth. The article says
“. .. in December 1949, some 10,000 Moluccans, soldiers
and their families left Indonesia to settle down in the
Netherlands.”

That really is not true! These soldiers were forced to go to
the Netherlands. When the South Moluccans proclaimed
their own republic 25th April 1950, 3,500 soldiers (inclusive
of their families 12,500 persons) were on Java. The
proclamation of the RMS was an act of free choice according
to the Llinggadjati Agreement. The Moluccan soldiers on Java
wanted to be released from the Dutch army either on the
Moluccans or in West Papua. The Dutch government did not
agree to that; they wanted to release them on Java because
sending the soldiers back home would have disturbed the
relationship with the new government in Jakarta.

The plans of the Dutch government worried some
Moluccans in the Netherlands so they asked the High Court
in The Hague to forbid the release of the soldiers on Java.
The High Court did so and therefore the Dutch government
didn’t know what to do: they wanted to release the soldiers
neither on the Moluccans nor in Papua — and they were not
allowed to release them on Java. So they decided to have
them sent back to the Netherlands. The first soldiers left Java
in January 1951 (not 1949). When they arrived in the

Netherlands they were settled in ex-concentration camps of
the Nazis. They wanted to go home as soon as possible but
the Dutch rejected their wish and so they are still there.
The small RMS fought against powerful Indonesia until
1963 when their leader, Christian Soumokil, was arrested and
later executed. If the RMS had no support on the Moluccans,
a 13-year guerrilla warfare would never have been possible.
They had no support at all from Dutch colonialism, as the
article claims, because the Dutch wanted to have a good
relationship with Indonesia. So it is not fair to call the RMS a
“separatist movement”; and we should remember that the
Indonesian government calls the FRETILIN “separatists”. If
people want to discriminate against a movement they don’t
like they always label it as “separatist”. So we should be very
careful with this attribute. In the case of the RMS it is
obviously not correct. I am surprised that the Dutch
Indonesia Committee doesn’t know that.
Klemens Ludwig
Geselleshaft fiir Bedrohte
Volker, Bonn

Editor’s Note

Many thanks for drawing our attention to the circumstances
under which Moluccan soldiers and their families were
compelled to go to Holland. The Dutch Indonesia Committee
was referred to as the source only for the information about
the court case in Assen. For the rest, TAPOL was fully
responsible for the article.
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ARMS SALES

Continued from page 1

Hawks and Armoured Vehicles

Tight secrecy always surrounds British government decisions
on arms sales. It has therefore been impossible to obtain con-
firmation about the military equipment to be sold. From the
Department of Trade document, it is clear that planned or
realised deals include five more Hawk ground-attack aircraft
and eleven armoured security vehicles as well as frigates. The
Hawks are in addition to twelve already sold, most or all of
which have now been delivered. Information now in our
hands (see item on the previous page) reveals that these are
ground-attack aircraft, not ‘just’ the trainer version.

The eleven armoured security vehicles, costing £1.2 mill-
ion, are suitable for counter-insurgency operations, and milit-
ary or police operations against civilians (so-called ‘riot con-
trol') and therefore have direct relevance to the ‘purposes of
repression’ referred to in the Foreign Office letter quoted
above.

Indonesian naval expansion under way

The main item in the proposed arms deal is a Mark 15
Frigate, worth £273.3 million although the confidential report
does not discount the possibility that the more modern Type
21 will soon achieve export potential. Frigates are the main-
stay of the Indonesian Navy. Equipped with Exocet or Sea-
Wolf missiles and a helicopter, the frigate is the ideal craft for

the Indonesian archipelago waters with the same speed but
less displacement and firepower than the more expensive de-
stroyer class.

Three small frigates of the corvette class were added to the
Indonesian Navy in 1980 and 1981 in an arms sale conducted
by the Netherlands Government but the ensuing protest and
legal battle caused so much public concern that any further
sales from Holland seemed unlikely. This may be one reason
why the UK government has become the willing supplier by
default of the present order of warships. At a time when reg-
ional security is the key phrase in Indonesian political
rhetoric, particularly after the extension of the outer sea-
boundaries to greatly enlarge the total area of the Indonesian
Republic, the ten frigates or so that make up the patrol-arm
of the Navy will be homing in on the “trouble-spots” in the
outer provinces. While patrols converge on the sea lanes that
supply Middle East oil to Japan, they also act as a blockade
for the Island provinces that are aflame with independence
movements in East Timor and West Papua. Frigates become
the logistical backbone of the military as well as providing the
firepower for many a coastal barrage.

The expansion of the Indonesian Navy cannot fail to worry
people in neighbouring Papua New Guinea, a member of the
British Commonwealth and a country that has been under
considerable pressure and intimidation from Indonesia re-
cently (see TAPOL Bulletin, No. 52, July 1982, editorial). In-
donesia’s new Defence Law cannot be comforting either, for
it defines Indonesia’s defence as being

. . . non-aggressive and non-expansionist. Insofar as its national
interests are not under threat, (Indonesia) will not launch an attack.

House of Commons Early Day Motion

In the House of Commons, an Early Day Motion has been
tabled which has received the support of 490 MPs up to the
time of going to press. The motion reads:

The MPs who have so far signed the motion are:

Frank Allaun
Andrew Bennett
Norman Buchan
Jim Callaghan
Dennis Canavan
Neil Carmichael
Lewis Carter-Jones
Robin F. Cook
Bob Cryer
Alfred Dubs
Terry Davis

Ken Eastham
John Evans

Martin Flannery
John Fraser
Bruce George
Russell Johnston
Stuart Holland
Doug Hoyle
Robert Hughes
James Lamond
Bob Litherland
Alexander Lyon
Bob McTaggart
William McKelvey
John Maxton

Joan Maynard
Michael Meacher
Ian Mikardo
George Morton
Stanley Newens
Robert Parry
Laurie Pavitt
Jo Richardson
Gwilyn Roberts
Ernie Roberts
Dennis Skinner
Clive Soley
Gavin Strang

“That this House is concerned at the continued illegal
occupation of East Timor by Indonesia; and urges Her
Majesty’s Government not to sell arms or military
equipment to that country.”

Stan Thorne
John Tilley
Frank R. White
William Wilson
Tony Benn
Dafydd Wigley
Hugh McCartney
Don Stewart
Barry Sheerman
Reg Race
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tion-of-50 Group and has been closely associated with
Fatwa in many ways, was assaulted on a Jakarta street and
held for several hours.

* The Central Board of PERADIN, the Indonesian Bar
Association visited the Minister of Justice, the chairman of
the Supreme Court and the Commander of KOPKAMTIB
complaining about the intimidation and acts of terror
against Fatwa’s lawyers. They asked the government to
take a firm stand to stop this harassment. Buyung

Statement by the Central Board of
Peradin (Indonesian Bar Association)

PROFESSIONAL FREEDOM IN
THE SPHERE OF UPHOLDING
LAW, TRUTH AND JUSTICE

That the professional freedom of barristers is
inseparable from the freedom of all those such as
judges and public prosecutors involved in upholding
law, truth and justice, in civil as well as in criminal
cases, as the legal infrastructure needed in order to
guarantee free and independent courts, as provided for
in Law 14/1970 and in accordance with the principles of
a State based upon law.

That PERADIN, with deep dismay, must draw atten-
tion to events which can only be interpreted as

obstructing and damaging the professional freedom of
advocates and of judges. These include shots fired at an
advocate, attempts to shoot a judge as well as physical
attacks on another judge, all of which occurred inside a
court-room or in the courts, and, recently, direct and
indirect physical attacks against several advocates and
their property.

That although the events experienced by these advo-
cates have been reported to the authorities, they con-
tinue to occur. Therefore, advocates who cannot re-
spond to violence with violence have taken the path of
‘non-violent’ resistance by abandoning a case in protest
against these arbitrary acts, in the hope of defending
and restoring free and independent courts, as desired
by all.

That the protest by the advocates is also a plea, full of
apprehension, from PERADIN to the government au-
thorities responsible for preserving public law and
order and to the community so that it can also play a
part in pressing for proper legal procedures, to
safeguard access to truth for anyone without discrimi-
nation, as stipulated in Law 14/1970, in conformity with
the development of law within the State’s Broad Lines
of Policy, and in conformity too.awith PERADIN's sol-
emn resolve to struggle for justice for all.

15th November 1982

On behalf of PERADIN Central Board:
Haryono Tjitrosubono, Chairman
Maruli Simorangkir, General Secretary

Nasution, Deputy-Chairman of PERADIN and Chairman
of the National Board of Legal Aid Bureaux, also had sev-
eral phone conversations with Sudomo. All those
approaches met with no response.

At the second hearing of the lawsuit on 2nd November,
when the defence again failed to appear, the lawyers an-
nounced their retirement from the case because their pro-
fessional freedom as lawyers had been placed in jeopardy.

International Lawyers Groups Protest

The Centre for the Independence of Judges and Lawyers of
the International Commission of Jurists has formally protested
to the Indonesian government about this case. It stated:

. . unpunished acts of violence against laywers resulting from
their handling of politically sensitive cases are a serious threat to
the rule of law and the independence of the legal profession.

It called upon the government to conduct a full investiga-
tion into the situation and said that affirmative action on the
part of the government was necessary to demonstrate the gov-
ernment’s intention to maintain a freely functioning and im-
partial system of justice.

A US-based organisation of lawyers, Public Advocates
Inc, has also protested over the case and called upon the gov-
ernment “to halt continuing infringements on the freedom of
lawyers to practise their profession in Indonesia.”

LAWYERS ARRESTED FOR
HOLDING “ILLEGAL MEETING”
WITH CLIENTS

Two lawyers, Gatot Satriadi and Sugeng Riyadi, were arrested
in Surabaya as they were discussing a lawsuit with their
clients, a group of 76 villagers in dispute with a real-estate
company. Local officials and police broke into the meeting
and took the lawyers off for all-night questioning, accusing
them of holding an “illegal” meeting.

After a gruelling session with police, a public prosecutor
and Surabaya municipal official, the two men were required
to sign the “investigation report”. Gatot refused to do so,
insisting that he was guilty of nothing, but eventually signed
when assured the document would not be used in court.
Sugeng on the other hand willingly signed, declaring he hoped
“the matter would come before a court to make things
absolutely clear”.

The two lawyers, one still at law school and the other
newly graduated, insisted that their clients were extremely
anxious about the use of their former property. The land in -
question was expropriated by the government in 1973 at an
agreed price of Rp. 80 per square metre though the peasants
eventually only received Rp 55. They were willing to accept
this injustice because they had been given to understand that
the land would be used “for government purposes”.

However in 1982, a private real-estate company, PT
Tandes Indah, started building luxury houses on the land.
Seeing this, the former owners began to press for proper
compensation. Repeated efforts by the lawyers, on behalf of
their clients, to communicate with the company were
unsuccessful. It was after this that tempers had reached
boiling point and the lawyers met their clients to try to calm

Continued on page 8
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East Timor

Washington Post journalist

Washington Post journalist, William Branigin, who was in In-
donesia last November to write a series of articles on current
developments in Indonesia, was refused permission to visit
East Timor to look into reports of continuing food shortages
and human rights violations. “Nor would any Indonesian
military official agree to be interviewed about East Timor,”
he wrote. (Washington Post, 25th November 1982)

In a long report on East Timor, Branigin, basing himself
on information collected in Jakarta, wrote of the large scale
resettlement of rural inhabitants “aimed at denying guerrillas
food and support™. He also said that

the resettlement campaign and restrictions on villagers' move-

ments have alienated many already distrustful East Timorese and

disrupted farming that barely sustains the population in normal
times.

While quoting ‘well-informed diplomats’ who say that the
guerrilla forces are now “down to 400 with insufficient arms”,
he also pointed out that “Fretilin still engages Indonesian
forces in one or two small clashes a month with occasional up-
surges of rebel activity™.

“Timorese are very primitive” says
Mochtar

Foreign Minister Mochtar Kusumaatmadja told Branigin,
when asked about the more than 4,000 political detainees still
being held on Atauro island, that Timorese were

I would say, very primitive. There is still this vendetta mentality.

You might as well say they are kept apart from the other people
for their own protection.

Whether ‘for their own protection’ or not, Branigin goes on
to report that more than 170 Atauro detainees have died
there since 1980, about 60 from a severe outbreak of gastro-
enteritis a year ago. He was able to hear the impressions of
diplomats who were permitted to visit the island in September
1982, one of whom described it as “a dreary place”. The camp
for the prisoners is built on “barren land with a chronic shor-
tage of water”. The island’s subsistence agriculture was not
able to provide food for its 5,200 permanent inhabitants, let
alone the influx of more than 4,000 detainees now being held
there.

refused access to East Timor

sector but also in the centre and south border zones.

Fretilin spokesmen, Jose Ramos Horta and Abilio Araujo,
said the guerrillas are fighting under difficult conditions and
with poor arms (Guardian, 22nd January 1983). Guardian re-
porter Jill Jolliffe added that “regular letters from East
Timor. received by refugees in Lisbon, support Fretilin
claims”. She said that a series of letters in the last half of 1982,
all from the same person, painted a picture of improved or-
ganisation of the resistance.

The Daily Telegraph (20th January 1983), also reporting
the Fretilin announcement from Lisbon, quoted the move-
ment’s representatives as saying that the new document, 60
pages long, contained reports of “everything significant that
had happened in the territory since radio contact was lost (in
1978)". According to the document, the Indonesians “have
about 30,000 troops, tanks and helicopter gunships in the ter-
ritory™. It said too that Indonesians continue to torture pris-
oners and that massacres of those involved in the resistance
were common”,

Resistance in East Timor reorganised

While Indonesian government officials continue to claim that
“Fretilin has ceased to exist” (Washington Post, 25th
November 1982, quoting the Foreign Minister), members of
the Fretilin External Committee in Lisbon announced to the
press that they had received a document, drafted last October
in East Timor, which reports a significant reorganisation of
the resistance movement. Now organised under a Revolutio-
nary Council of National Resistance, the movement has six
regular companies with a total of 6,800 guerrillas, operating
not only in the stronghold region of Los Palos in the eastern

‘Continued from page 7

things down,

Since the all-night arrest of the lawyers, the case has been
discussed several times with municipal authorities. The
dispossessed landowners have been offered alternative
houses but this offer has been flatly refused. They demand
full compensation for their land at the market price of Rp.
25,000 per square metre.

As for the meeting, the Police Chief of East Java asserts
that the two lawyers “were not arrested. They were only held
for questioning.” The charge against them, he said, was:
“That they gathered people together for the purpose of
holding a meeting without permission from the authorities.”
(Tempo, 20th November 1982)
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West Papua

lesser developed parts of the country began to organise
resistance. The OPM — Organisasi Papua Merdeka (Free
Papua Movement) was set up in 1971. The OPM is a coalition
of three political groupings — the liberal party, the national
party and the social-democratic party. These parties were set
up during Dutch colonial times. My nine co-travellers are
delegates of these three groups. We wanted to make our
delegation as representative as possible.

The OPM operates underground in the areas under the
control of the Indonesian army, particularly the coastal
towns. The organisation consists of cells (we even have one in
Jakarta) which are concerned with communications and
supply. In the liberated areas, the OPM functions as the
central government with the usual posts of defence, finance,
home and foreign affairs, information, education and local
government. Our means are limited. Our troops have only
300 guns. But this doesn’t prevent us from severely testing the
Indonesian troops even though they are far better equipped.

On 16th August last, I myself led an operation against
Indonesian soldiers guarding a camp in which there are oil-
drilling installations. The Indonesian soldiers were
overpowered and their weapons were confiscated. We
quickly released the foreign engineers. In general, Indonesian
soldiers are afraid to go outside their garrisons.

More than 100,000 victims have fallen in the war which the
Indonesian army is fighting against West Papua and its

people. The Indonesians have lost more than a thousand
men. Throughout the country, there are about 30,000 people
active in the OPM and the entire people stand behind us. The
expansion of the liberated zone is only restricted by the
problems of supply, communications and organisation. The
liberated zone covers more than a quarter of the country’s
territory, whilst the Indonesians have control over little more
than a tenth.

What is the OPM’s position towards peasants who are brought
in to West Papua by Jakarta?

The Indonesian military want to make the West Papuans a
minority in their own land so as to be able to intensify their
grip on the country. These peasants are often transferred
against their will to regions that are not ready for their arrival.
If they could choose for themselves, many would not come to
West Papua. They too are victims of the arbitrary powers of
the Jakarta regime.

What relations do you have with Papua New Guinea?

We have been accorded an extremely warm welcome by
the people in Rabaul. This is a sign of the solidarity between
the two parts of New Guinea. I myself have, on several
occasions, had discussions with people who were in power in
the past or who are now in power in Papua New Guinea.

I regard them as friends but their freedom of action is
limited, their independence is vulnerable. Who would come
to their aid if the generals in Jakarta decided to reunite the
island of New Guinea under the Indonesian flag?

“WHY HAVE THEY WAITED TILL
NOW TO DEAL WITH THE TIMBER
RACKET?”

Under the above heading, Bill Rettob, the editor of the
Jayapura-based newspaper, Tifa Irian, (a paper published by
the Catholic Press Foundation), wrote on 16th October,
1982:

The timber-racket case in Asmat is in fact nothing new. I went to
Asmat in 1978 and investigated conditions throughout most of the
areas where the timber companies operate . . .The things that go
on behind these operations make one’s hair stand on end. The
people are whipped with stingray fish-tails, soldiers use firearms
against people, men and women, young and old, are forced to
stand out in the burning sun, teachers are slapped in the face by
members of the Armed Forces, people are forced to do kerja-
bakti (“voluntary” labour), children are left hungry in the bar-
racks, missionaries who come to the defence of the people’s rights
are threatened with being struck down. All these are but a part of
the dramatic reality behind the efforts to make money from the
timber trade.

The writer, while welcoming pledges from provincial offi-
cials that steps will be taken to stop these practices now that
the matter has been exposed in Kompas, is sceptical about the
results. Why?

Too many violations have already been exposed all over the
place. There are still too many development operators who are
slaves to their own fanatical egotism. There are still far too many
Irianese, now at a transitional stage, who feel they are being

milched on their own land. Many of their rights have been tram-
pled upon without compromise. Human exploitation of the “weak
and ignorant” occurs not only in Asmat but in many places
through Irian Jaya including the towns and the provincial capital.
Just how many teachers bemoan their fate in remote places be-
cause they feel they are treated like exiles, living tightly packed
like rabbits in warrens, in homes little better than cattlesheds. Just
how many people with official jobs in the interior long for re-loca-
tion, better wages, rice rations. yet people in the towns spend
their time in bars, in a rat-race for wealth and status, for commis-
sions to be earned from projects . . .

“I can understand why frustrated Irianese flee to the bush to
seek freedom according to their own vision. Their rights are viol-
ated, their traditional forests grabbed, their birds-of-paradise
which occupy a magical significance in their culture, shot
down . . . ,” one Javanese teacher in Paniai told me. “We can’t
brand them as subversives if they resist when their rights are viol-
ated, when their aspirations are ignored”, said a scientific worker
in Wamena.

Did you receive TAPOL Bulletin
No.54?

Our TAPOL Bulletin No 54, a bumper issue with 24
pages, was so bulky that it began bulging out of the
envelopes. Due to lack of foresight, we used standard
envelopes instead of a larger size.

Some copies may have got separated from their
envelopes. If you didn’t receive your copy, please let us
know and we will send you a replacement.
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West Papua

HUNDREDS DIE IN FAMINE-

Many hundreds of people have died of starvation in the
Jayawijaya district of Irian Jaya, the Indonesian province
otherwise known as West Papua. Newspapers reporting this
show that data is sketchy and the death toll could well be
much higher than indicated in information provided by
officials.

Tens of thousands more are in the advanced stages of
malnutrition as a result of a famine that was first publicly
acknowledged by some Indonesian newspapers in August
1982. In August, a death toll of 33 was given, with 5,000 said
to be starving. In September, a figure of 120 dead was
reported. Then three months later, after the famine
conditions had clearly persisted and worsened, it was
reported that sixty-two people had died in less than ten days
and 18,000 were suffering from malnutrition.

The reports come mainly from the subdistrict of Kurima,
though a number of deaths have also been reported from the
subdistrict of Oksibil (which borders on Papua New Guinea),
said to be the result of an influenza virus that has had a high
death rate because of the prolonged drought.

On 25th August 1982, Sinar Harapan reported that 33
people had died from starvation in Kurima, and the death toll
was probably far higher. A correspondent writing from the
Jayawijaya capital of Wamena quoted contacts who described
women and children in the villages as being in a state of
extreme distress, “pale and lifeless”, while men were roaming
far and wide in search of edible plants. Missionaries in the
area were the first to draw attention to the disaster. The
paper revealed that efforts by the authorities to alleviate
conditions were extremely slow, and hampered by lack of
funds to purchase food supplies and finance transport. Sinar
Harapan sources blamed the famine on the long drought; a
missionary asserted that the area was subjected to annual
food shortages though this conflicts with accounts given
several, years ago from the same region by the American
photofournalist, Wyn Sargent (see below).

A.M. Suruan, a member of Jayawijaya’s regional assembly
(DPRD-1I) who visited famine-stricken villages described
people as being “paralysed, no longer capable of walking,
speaking or eating, nothing more than skin and bones”. He
estimated the death toll in the three villages of Kusarek,
Panggima and Prangguli at around 120 people. He too
claimed that famine was an annual occurrence but things had
never been as bad as this year. (Sinar Harapan, 8th
September 1982)

Kompas (4th September 1982) reported that many people
in Kurima were moving to other regions in search of food.
The number of deaths given did not include victims among
the Yalimo tribe in the more remote parts of Kurima, also
stricken by famine; no-one had been able to estimate the
death toll among these people.

In December, renewed reports of deaths from starvation
appeared in the Jakarta press when Simar Harapan (4th
December) said that 62 people were known to have died in
the previous ten days in four villages; altogether 9,000 in
these same villages (Polimo, Seima, Juarima and Kualima)
were suffering from malnutrition. The paper named four
hamlets in Polimo as particularly serious locations of famine
12
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and then gave an even higher figure of 18,000 as being
affected by malnutrition in Polimo alone.

The District Chief of Jayawijaya, Albert Dien (formerly
military commander of the district) said he had made 800 kg
of rice available for these 18,000 starving people! Although
way back in August, the provincial government in Jayapura
had been asked to supply 180 tons of rice urgently, so far only
70 tons had been made available. Dien then admitted that the
total government-held rice stock for the whole province
amounted to a mere 30 tons, which was quite deplorable at a
time when famine was spreading.

What Are The Real Reasons For The
Famine?

Although severe drought conditions and food shortages have
been reported from many parts of Indonesia since mid-1982,
deaths from starvation have only been reported from West
Papua. The officially acknowledged death rate indicates a
disaster of catastrophic proportions. The few descriptions of
village conditions that have appeared in the press suggest a
situation comparable to the famine that struck East Timor in
1978-79.

Although drought may have been a factor, it is important
to consider the degree to which Papuan food production has
been affected by the imposition of Indonesian rule in the
region of Jayawijaya. The American photo-journalist Wyn
Sargent, who lived in the Baliem Valley, near Wamena, the
capital of Jayawijaya, for several months in 1972 and 1973,
wrote with enthusiasm of the assiduously cultivated gardens
of the Dani tribespeople in the area, and of their hill and
valley farming:

I have often heard people refer to the Dani as “stone-age people”
and I've thought that surely, those folks failed to see. the
enormously sophisticated agricultural achievements of the Valley
dwellers who know no hunger. (Wyn Sargent, People of the
Valley, Victor Gollancz, London, 1974)

Sargent also wrote of the “harsh attitude of the military”
towards the Valley dwellers, of their attempts to change the
way they look as well as their habits. “The military bound up
their heads and cut off their hair, then dumped them in the
river. . . The police fought the Dani too, and they made fun
of them. . . When the Dani resisted the government’s efforts
to “civilise” them, they were simply shot down and killed.”

A further point to be stressed is that West Papua is
undoubtedly far and away the most profitable of all
Indonesian provinces. Oil, copper and gold produce an
annual revenue for the Republic of several hundred million,
whereas government expenditure for the province is paltry to
say the least. Why is it that government-held rice supplies are
virtually non-existent, a mere 30 tons? Why is it that funds
cannot be made available to supply and transport
desperately-needed foodstuffs for tens of thousands of
starving people?

The shocking food crisis in West Papua requires
international action and campaigning like that surrounding
the famine in East Timor.
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Aceh

More Acehnese Leaders Arrested

The Army command in Aceh has also reported the arrest of
16 people involved in the Aceh freedom movement. It is
claimed that with these arrests, the group opposing
Indonesian rule in Aceh has been rendered virtually
insignificant. The Army claims that there are now only three
activists left, and their activities are confined to Aceh Pidie
and Aceh Timor. The three “remnants” are named as Dr
Husaini, Minister of Health of the Aceh Provisional
Government, Daud Paneuek,, Armed Forces Commander
and Muhammad Mahmud, Deputy Governor of Peurelak.
(Sinar Harapam, 6 October 1982)

Meanwhile, the representative abroad of the Aceh Nation-
al Liberation Front has given the names of ten men recently
arrested and now being held in Bandar Aceh military prison.
All were heavily tortured following their arrest. The men are:

Tengku Salim (65)
Idris Mahmud (37)
Djailani Perlak (23)
Marzaki Perlak (25)
Jusuf Al Idi (35)

Sayed Arbi (55)
Abdul Rahman Tjubo (49)
Mentri Abdul Hamid (48)
Tjut Amat Pang Brani (40)
Tengku Abdul Rahman Batéé
Puteh (65)
Sayed Arbi was arrested for the second time, and Mentri
Abdul Hamid for the third.

The representative also reports an incident last February
when two men were tricked by Indonesian army intelligence
into going on a mission to supply food for Liberation Front
activists. When they arrived at the appointed place, they were
shot dead by Indonesian troops.

Daud Beureuh transferred to Aceh

Daud Beureuh, the man who led the Islamic uprising against
the Indonesian central government in 1953 and who was
forced in 1978 to leave Aceh and live under Army supervision
in Java, was transferred back to his home town in September
this year.

He is now 83 years old and in failing health. His return
home was made possible by a specific decision taken by
President Subarto. The military commander of Aceh,
Brigadier-General Audurachman, said that Daud Beureuh
had been living in Jakarta since 1978, ‘“‘brought there to rest”
(diistirahatkan). Upon his return to Aceh, responsibility for
his supervision and custody (pengamanannya) would now
transfer into the hands of the Aceh Laksusda (KOPKAMTIB
Commander for Aceh) ““in order to prevent other individuals
or groups from taking advantage of his presence in Aceh and
damaging his health”, the commander said (Kompas., 7th
September 1982)

It is quite apparent from this announcement that Daud
Beureuh is under house arrest. His removal from Aceh took
place after the Aceh freedom movement had become active
in the region. According to reports, he was forcibly removed
after having been injected with something that rendered him
unconscious.
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Indonesia’s 1983/84 Budget

LIVING STANDARDS SACRIFICED TO MAINTAIN DEVELOPMENT SPENDING

The 1983/84 budget announced by President Suharto in
January will have a severe impact on the cost of living
particularly for Indonesia’s desperately poor people. In order
to maintain a high level of development spending at a time
when Indonesia’s foreign exchange earnings and state
revenues are falling fast, the military regime has decided to
cut government subsidies on petroleum and other fuels by
25% and to eliminate altogether subsidies on essential
foodstuffs.

The severest impact will come from the resultant rise in
fuel prices, particularly kerosene which is widely used by
poorer people for cooking; the price of kerosene will increase
by 70%. A similar rise will affect diesel oil, the lower-grade
fuel used for bus and other road transport, whereas higher-
grade fuels used for cars and taxis will only increase by
between 11-33% (FEER, 20th January 1983). Already, in
view of the subsidy cut, bus fares in Jakarta have been
doubled — from Rp50 to Rp100 — although as a sop to
students, the most likely source of dissent on this issue,
student concessionary bus-fares have been held down to
Rp30.

Essential foodstuffs to be affected by the subsidy
curtailment include rice, flour, cooking oil, sugar and salt.
Subsidies on fertilisers are also to be cut, which will further
boost the price of rice and other foodstuffs.

The budget announcement makes it very clear that the
interests of the vast majority of people have been sacrificed in
order to ensure a continuing supply of funds for hugely
expensive, capital-intensive development projects which are
of little benefit to the poor; even the attractive-sounding
agriculture projects are mostly of the kind that favour the
larger land-owners, not the huge majority of peasant families
who own no land at all.

For some time, it has been evident that Indonesia has
suffered a sharp decrease in foreign exchange earnings
because of the fall in the price and volume of its oil exports,
and a decline of nearly 50% in the value of its non-oil exports.
With oil accounting for over 60% of state revenues in 1982/83
(Rp 9,121 billion rupiahs out of total revenue of Rp 15,607
billion), some commentators were insisting that the only way
to resolve the impending ‘threat’ of deficit spending without
seriously affecting living standards would be by sharply
reducing outlay on development. Suharto’s budget speech
shows that this advice has fallen on deaf ears.

World Bank Throws Its Weight Behind ‘Development’

In fact the argument over budget policy was won in favour
of ‘development’ several months ago when World Bank
president, A.W. Clausen, on a visit to Indonesia last
November, made it abundantly clear that the Bank would do
everything possible to underpin the high level of spending.
He announced that an estimated shortfall of $13 billion in
Indonesia’s balance of payments over the coming four years
could and would be covered by a combination of IGGI credit
(to the tune of $9 billion over the four years) plus $4 billion in
commercial loans from foreign private banks. World Bank

approval is of course crucial since most projects involve a
combination of Bank and private financing: the latter simply
would not be forthcoming without the former.

Besides World Bank support, there is, according to some
international commentators, a more direct political
consideration weighing in Suharto’s mind, namely his felt
need to strengthen his own “claim to legitimacy” by having
himself pronounced the ‘father of development’. This new
gimmick was first launched many months ago by General Ali
Murtopo, one of the many contenders for the post of Vice-
President. How, one may ask, could Suharto be awarded such
a title at the very time when development spending was cut?

More crucial though to the outcome of the debate, and
indeed to Suharto’s benign, ‘fatherly’ role, is the fact that, as
William Branigin reports (International Herald Tribune, 25th
November 1982):

so many high-ranking officials and influential figures — including

relatives and associates of the president — have a personal

financial stake in big projects.
Branigin gives the example of a huge, one-billion dollar oil
refinery contract rushed through recently even though

some government planners have argued it is not needed. It was

awarded to a Japanese company represented by the president’s
son and a businessman close to the Suharto family.

Father of Development indeed!

Devaluation a further threat to living standards

With trade figures moving so heavily into deficit, there has
been persistent talk of an impending devaluation of the
Indonesian rupiah. To indicate the size of the problem,
Indonesia has shifted from a current account surplus of
almost $500 million to a deficit of nearly $7 billion in only two
years. Gross domestic product which rose by 9.9% in 1980
only managed an increase of 2% in 1982, according to
estimates. According to William Branigin, Indonesia’s
current foreign debt is about $17.5 billion. Including
undisbursed loans, it comes to about $28 billion, to which
should be added $5 billion to $6 billion in private debt (IHT,
25th November 1982).

With such colossal foreign exchange problems, the
devaluation rumours have found a lot of supporters, so much
so that many big financiers inside Indonesia, including no
doubt those who husband the Suharto fortunes, have been
shifting their wealth abroad to avoid sudden losses.
Ironically, this wealth, now safely deposited in overseas
financial institutions, could well find its way back to
Indonesia in the form of private bank loans floated
internationally, at a far higher rate of interest than the
Indonesian state would have had to pay if that same money
had been loaned domestically.

Although a major devaluation has not yet taken place, the
rate of the rupiah has been steadily f¢ ng against the dollar
during 1982, and now stands at about Rp. 700, a devaluation
of about 10%. This in itself has caused import prices to rise.
The effect of this weakening of the rupiah may become even
more severe in the coming months when it is expected that
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Book Review

Like the Shadow of an Eagle?, published by Arena, Victoria,
Australia, 1982, 40 pages.

Many of us working to expose repression in Indonesia
encounter the criticism that we present a picture of bleakness
which can only engender pessimism and a sense of hopeless-
ness in those whom we would like to stir into action. TAPOL
Bulletins may well come in for such criticism. “Is there no-
thing good to report from Indonesia on the human rights
front?” The answer is unfortunately, No. And it is one with
which many human rights activists inside Indonesia would
concur.

But this is not to say that political developments in In-
donesia, bad as they are, are unrelievedly negative. Max
Lane’s “Voices of Dissent in Indonesia”, published in this
Arena of print of articles on Indonesia-related topics, is an
attempt to describe and analyse radical political criticism in
Indonesia since the early seventies. As such, it helps to re-
dress the balance by concentrating on the more positive side
of political developments. His account is comprehensive,
though occasionally misleading by suggesting, for instance,
that in mid-1973, “there was now a real possibility of a change
in government”. It is difficult to understand how he can really
believe that.

His concluding remarks concern the attitude of present-
day radicals towards the pre-1965 left and point to the failure
as yet of most to rid themselves of stereotype views of the old
left, assisted, as he says, “by the deliberate closing off of op-
portunities to study the period”. His exhortation to present-
day radicals to study the Sukarno period applies with equal
validity to the pre-1965 left as well. What emerges most
clearly is the inability within the left, both before 1965 and
since, to uphold the principle of democracy. This is undoub-
tedely a major hindrance to any mutual understanding and re-
conciliation.

Nonie Sharp’s article, “Looking East from West Irian”,
sounds the alarm bells for Papua New Guinea in the face of
“well-prepared contingency plans” by the military to effect
PNG’s political integration into Indonesia. PNG’s vulnerabil-

ity is increased by Australia’s unwillingness to challenge In-
donesian expansionist policies. Supporting her argument, she
produces a document, made available by West Papuans, d@-
scribing Indonesia’s programme of cultural annihilation 1n
West Papua and the military buildup in the province which
could pose a direct threat to PNG’s sovereignty.

The collection of articles also includes an account by John
Waddingham of the Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs’ deliberate cover-up of conditions in East Timor, as
manifested by the “don’t know” stance of department offi-
cials who testified before the Australian Senate Inquiry on
East Tirr or last year. This attitude is of course consistent with
Australia’s inability or unwillingness to support PNG against
its threatening Indonesian neighbour.

This useful publication is available from Arena (PO Box
18, North Carlton 3954, Victoria Australia) or from TAPOL
(8a, Treport Street, London SW18 2BP) for 65 pence plus
postage (15 pence for UK, Europe or surface mail; 40 pence
airmail).

Continued from page 17

Indonesia will once again have to import large quantities of
rice because of the decline in domestic rice production as the
result of a severe drought during the latter months of 1982.

The ‘Mexico trap’ for Indonesia?

Those in favour of maintaining development spending at
all costs apparently ignore the possibility that petroleum
prices will continue to fall and that persistent world recession
will make it impossible for Indonesia to increase th~ present
level of oil exports. Could this, ask some com:ientators,
cause Indonesia to fall into what is now cynically heing called
‘the Mexico trap’ brought about by sharply intensifying a
country’s reliance on foreign credit at a time when foreign
exchange earnings are unlikely to increase? The trap snaps
shut when the debtor country is unable to repay interest and
loans falling due, and becomes even more beholden to the
international bankers.

The generals who command Indonesia’s economy and

Indonesia Free from Holland by Joop Morrien,
published by Pegasus, Amsterdam 1982.

A history of the Dutch and Indonesian Communist Parties in
their struggle against Dutch colonialism. We hope to carry a
review in our next issue.

their World Bank advisers, whose interests run parallel at the
moment, appear not to be too worried about that. They can
be sure, as far as the short-term problems of political disquiet
is concerned, that Indonesia is a safe investment with low
political risks. After all GOLKAR has just ‘won’ the 1982
elections, and Suharto is about to be installed unopposed for
yet another term of presidency. The repressive apparatus of
KOPKAMTIB is now even better placed than ever to control
labour disputes; the ‘opposition’ parties have been
completely tamed, and everything augurs well for a period of
prolonged social ‘peace’ — unless of course these calculations
misfire for unpredictable reasons. So, the 1983/84 budget,
however much of a burden on the Indonesian people, will
not, they believe, significantly threaten Indonesia’s “political
stability’.
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Book Review

Guest Column

A MILESTONE IN THE STRUGGLE FOR DEMOCRACY

Pergolakan Pemikiran Islam: Catatan Harian Ahmad Wahib
(Stirrings in Islamic Thought: the Diary Notes of Ahmad
Wahib) published by LP3ES, Jakarta, 1981.

There is no doubt that ideas about democracy are evolving
among Muslims in Indonesia. This is to be expected because,
following the repression of Communists, launched in 1965,
Muslims more than anyone else have become victims of
military oppression in the New Order. Inevitably therefore,
some Muslims now believe that the only way to drive out
militarism is by -nurturing its antidote, democracy.
Democratic ideas are most likely to develop among Muslims
because virtually the entire military power clique consists of
Abangans', thus making it easier for Muslims to accept the
need for democracy.

Foreign observers have neglected this because at first
these ideas had to face resistance from Muslims themselves.
As this resistance weakened, the developing democratic ideas
have become more evident. Another factor standing in the
way is that the military have tried hard to confuse things by
deliberate perversion of the image of Islam in Indonesia: the
military intelligence agencies have vied with each other to
organise “Muslim terrorism” — the “Jihad Command”, the
“Warman Terrorist Gang” and, most spectacular, the
Bangkok plane hijack in 1981. The appearance of this
book, the daily notes of a young Muslim intellectuat who was
killed in a road accident when he was only 31, has brought an
end to this situation.

Ahmad Wahib’s father Sulaeman was a Muslim teacher of
religion in Madura, a Muslim stronghold. Unlike other
Muslim teachers, he allowed his son to go to a non-religious
school, then to a Technical College in Jogjakarta. In Jogja,
Wahib stayed at a Catholic hostel, made friends with Catholic
students as well as pastors, and had a chance to discuss things
with such Christian theologians as Boland and Niels Mulder.
Few young Muslims have followed such a path. It was an
exceptional life, a life at the margin, though the ideas he
developed were not marginal.

His book was published by one of Indonesia’s largest and
best known publishing houses, with a Preface by Mukti Ali
who was Minister of Religious Affairs until 1978. Mukti Ali
was himself the target of critical comment by Ahmad Wahib,
for his misinterpretation of Marx and Freud, after hearing his
lecture about Marx and Freud. In the Javanese tradition,
criticising one’s elders is disrespectful to say the least. Yet
Mukti Ali wrote the Preface, a democratic attitude rarely to
be found in Indonesia.

The book immediately became a best-seller: the first 5,000
copies were quickly followed by a second print of 10,000,
comparable only to the success of Pramoedya Ananta Toer’s
books. Predictably, Muslims who oppose renewal flew into a
panic and called for the book to be banned. They hoped to
stop these ideas from spreading, but too late. The chicken
had broken out of its shell and, as the public response proved,
what Wahib wrote in the privacy of his diaries is what many
Muslims want to read.

Living on the borders meant meeting non-Muslims which
gave the diarist the chance to try out the things he heard, to
compare the world he saw through Muslim eyes with the

perceptions of Christians, Marxists and others. Confrontation
like this produced turmoil in his mind. (“I don’t know
whether I'm fated never to stop asking questions.”
“Hundreds, thousands of questions keep coming to mind, and
I simply don’t know the answers.” — page 54.) He developed a
thirst for the truth. He questioned everything, the nature of
God, the place of the Prophet Mohammad in history, the
meaning of his commandments. And because he waged
dialogue with himself, he spoke frankly, in a clear language,
free from inhibitions, free from self-censorship. He spoke
with complete clarity, something unique among Indonesians
who are not in the habit of calling a spade a spade.

The profusion of things discussed in the diaries makes it
difficult to systematise his ideas, but there is a central theme:
his effort to relate his religion to the present day or, in his
own words, not only to re-interpret Islamic teachings but to
relate them to the present (page 69). He rejected apologism,
the glorification of Islam in bygone days (page 68). Not only
that. Not everything said by the Prophet (the hadits) need
necessarily be done. (“If Mohammad had lived today, I'm
sure he would have changed many of his hadits.” page 38).
He even declared that not all God’s commandments need be
unquestioningly carried out. And as for the Koran, he felt the
need for re-interpretation as well as for re-formulation (page
69).

He showed great tolerance towards non-Muslims. “It is
not possible to use such terms as pagan or heathen these days
in the way they were used in Mohammad’s day. These days,
there are many non-believers who are more Islamic in their
way of thinking than many Muslims.” As for Marx
and Engels, the symbols of all that is bad in Indonesia
since 1965, he said: “These two great men will get places of
honour in heaven side by side with the Prophet and other holy
peopie.” (page 98). He urged Muslim intellectuals to “engage
in honest, serious discussions, to reduce misunderstandings,
to eliminate prejudices”™ with non-Muslims (page 73).

In relating his religion to the present, he was trying to
resolve the basic problem confronting Muslims in Indonesia
today: the role of the Muslim community in a country
controlled by militarism. In this respect, his ideas took on a
practical meaning because he contributed to a concept which,
if accepted, can pave the way for Indonesia to be transformed
from a totalitarian capitalist state into a democratic state.
This is what Muslims refer to as secularism, the separation of
state and religion. To understand this, we should recall the
stand taken by Muslims on the eve of Indonesian
independence, in August 1945. Their leaders wanted
Indonesia to become an Islamic theocracy; this was
stubbornly opposed by the Abangans as well as adherents of
the minority religions. In 1957, in the Constituent Assembly,
Muslim representatives demanded a theocracy and refused to
compromise. The Assembly was deadlocked, which was
utilised by the military to convince Sukarno to dissolve the
democratically-elected Assembly and promulgate the
provisional Constitution of 1945 as the country’s permanent
Constitution. This Constitution, drafted during the final days
of the Japanese fascist occupation by people who had
collaborated with the fascists, is extremely undemocratic. It
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SUBRONTO K. ATMODJO, EX-TAPOL,
DIES IN JAKARTA

Former political prisoner, Subronto K. Atmodjo, a musician
and song-writer who spent seven years exiled to the Buru
prison island, died in Jakarta on 12th November, of lung
cancer.

Long before 1965, he had made his mark as a writer of
nationalist songs and as a choir conductor. He became best
known for his song, Nasakom Bersatu (Nasakom Unite!), a
national favourite during the last few years before 1965 when
Nasakom, or the unity of nationalist, religious and communist
forces was utilised as a slogan by President Sukarno.

Subronto studied music in East Germany and returned
home to Indonesia after the 1965 events. Nevertheless, he
was arrested for “involvement” in these events in 1968 and
held without trial until 1977.

He converted to Christianity while on Buru, and has writ-
ten a book about his conversion which has just been published
in Jakarta. For the past few years, Subronto worked for the
Church Music Foundation. He also composed a number of
cantatas, and was invited in 1980 to become the conductor of
the Svarna Gita choir with whom he gave a number of concert
and radio performances.

Continued from page 19

vests unlimited powers in the head of state. The promulgation
of the 1945 Constitution was a step back for democracy. Since
then, both Indonesian presidents have ruled as dictators —
first Sukarno as a civilian dictator backed by the military,
then since 1965, a pure military dictatorship.

In present day Indonesia, secularism means Muslims
stretching their hands out to other democrats, to Abangans,
to Christians and others; it means Muslims dropping their
demand for a theocracy and calling upon non-Muslims to join
in a common endeavour to resolve current problems, to
eliminate militarism and build a democratic Indonesia. It is in
this sense that Wahib’s book, and the enthusiasm with which
it has been received by many Muslims, is a milestone for
democracy in Indonesia. But the road to democracy needs
more than one milestone; it needs others from the Abangans,
the Marxists, the Christians. Unfortunately they appear to be
in no hurry to respond. Eighteen months have passed since
the book was published yet no ideas have come from these
groups. What are they waiting for?

Jusfiq Hadjar
Footnote
1) Abangan, Javanese for “the reds”. Abangans are non-orthodox
Muslims. Orthodox Muslims are “putihan”, “the whites”. These
two social groups have evolved quite separately, often in
competition. In colonial days, the Dutch drew the priyayis, the
abangan aristocracy, into collaboration with the colonial
administration. The “white” leaders, the ulamas and kiyayis, were
shunned. Conflicts between the priyayis and the kiyayis
developed as each strove to occupy commanding positions in the
capitalist state which developed under the Dutch and now in the

Republic. The nationalist and communist parties (PNI and PKI)

were primarily composed of Abangans.

Tapol protests against hangings in
Malaysia

TAPOL has protested strongly to the Prime Minister of
Malaysia following the execution by hanging of four men
charged and found guilty under Malaysia’s notorious Intcrnal
Security Act, 1960 (ISA) and its Essential (Sccurity Cases)
(Amendment) Regulations 1975 (ESCAR). The four men.
who were hanged on 18th and 20th January. were:

Tan Chay Wa, charged with the alleged possession of a

pistol.
Lim Kwang Yeow, charged with the alleged possession of
one bullet.

Chiow Thiam Guan, charged with the alleged possession of
a hand grenade.

Siri Chair Sae Voon, charged with the alleged possession of
a gun. '

ISA, like Indonesia’s Anti-Subversion Law, vests unli-
mited powers in the authorities to arrest and detain people on
political charges without judicial control. while ESCAR dep-
rives defendants of a fair trial and makes the death sentence
mandatory on all verdicts concerned with the possession of
firearms.

Another 30 men are currently under death sentence in
Malaysia. TAPOL also called upon the Malaysian govern-
ment to halt all further executions and urged that the repres-
sive [SA and ESCAR laws should be repealed.
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Footnotes to article on page 14-15

[. CARPA: Committee Against Repression in the Pacific and Asia.

2. At its meeting in December, the ACTU Interstate Executive
decided to approach the ICFTU on the question of international
action regarding the right to organise in Indonesia.
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Increase in Subs. To cover higher printing costs, postal charges,
and to ensure the regular production of at least 20 pages each
issue, subscription rates are being increased as follows:

Annualrates UK, Europe and Overseas-air mail
(6issues) Overseas-surface

Individuals £ 7.50 £10.00
Institutions  £12.00 £14.00

TAPOL’s Giro Account number: 56 781 4009.

Overseas subscribers please note: If you pay by cheque not
drawn on a London bank, please add the equivalent of £1.50 to
cover bank charges.

Subscriptions and correspondence to: TAPOL, 8a, Trepor!
Street, London SW18 2BP.

Printed by Calvert’s Press (TU), (Tel: 01-278 7177)
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