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Starvatic 1 Camps in =ast Timor

Many thousands of East Timorese are being held in camps under
extremely grim conditions. The camps, euphemistically called ‘relief
centres’, have been set up in areas which are now under Indonesian
control, but which have been devastated in bombing-attacks. In
these areas food gardens have been destroyed either by bombing or
by the use of defoliants. The appalling conditions in the camips have
been described in the press coverage of a recent visit of eleven
foreign ambassadors and journalists to East Timor. The description
of the camps as ‘relief centres’ is a cynical attempt of the Indonesian
administration to hide the fact that the inmates of the camps are
either captives, or have been driven there by starvation. In fact the
camps perform a function rather like the ‘fortified villages’ of the
war in Vietnam, in isolating the civilian population from Fretilin-
held areas.

On September 6th and 7th the delegation of ambassadors and
journalists visited selected areas of East Timor. The ambassadors,
who were escorted by Indonesia’s Foreign Minister, Dr Mochtar
Kusomaatmadja, all represented countries which have given either
de facto or de jure recognition to Indonesia’s claim to East Timor.
The party visited Dili, Bacau, Maliana and Remexio, and were flown
everywhere by army helicopter, even to Remexio, which is only
fifteen kilometres from Dili. This tends to confirm reports that road
transport is not considered safe by Indonesian officials.

The ambassadors’ visit coincides with a concerted effort by
Indonesia to have the East Timor issue removed from the agenda of
the 33rd general session of the United Nations General Assembly in
November, and their visit has been interpreted as further endorsing
Indonesia’s claims to East Timor. However, although they avoided
blaming the Indonesian government, several of the ambassadors
made strong statements about the appalling conditions and great
suffering in camps at Remexio and Maliana, which the Indonesian
government describes as ‘relief centres’. The Canadian ambassador,
Mr Glen Shortcliff, said that the people in the camps are in ‘a
desperate situation. . .they are starving in many cases; they are des-
perately ill; they need help in terms of immediate relief—food,
clothing, basic medical care’. (Australian Broadcasting Commission
radio news and ‘News from Asia’, September 10th, 1978). Cholera

‘Tapol’ is an Indonesian contraction for ‘tahanan
politik’ meaning political prisoner. It is still widely
used although it was banned in 1974 because the
military authorities said that all prisoners are
‘criminals’.

was reported in the Remexio camp, and malaria, tuberculosis and
advanced malnutrition were found to be common.

Four of the ambassadors (from Australia, Canada, Japan and the
United States) have called for the urgent implementation of an
international relief operation. Unfortunately any request for relief
must come from Indonesia, and 2 Foreign Minister has said that
aid would only be accepted from donor countries which ‘acknow-
ledged Indonesia’s sovereignty’ (Sydney Morning Herald, September
11th, 1978). Indonesia refuses to admit the International Red Cross
to East Timor, on the grounds that it can handle the situation itself.
Although this has been proved to be manifestly untrue, the ambassa-
dors did not criticise Indonesia for witholding aid by placing po-
litical conditions on humanitdrian assistance.

Any aid Indonesia accepts is channelled through the Indonesian
administration of East Timor. There have been several reports that
much of the aid accepted to date, including $250,000 from
Australia, has stopped far short of the needy, and has remained in

Action!

This issue of TAPOL Bulletin features the news coming from
East Timor — the incarceration of whole populations into
‘relief camps’ and the desperate circumstances in which they
now live,

While appealing, as we did in our last issue, for a continu-
ing campaign to release all political prisoners in Indonesia and
for the restoration of their full civil rights, we also urge our
readers to work for the following:

1. To press for the International Red Cross to be given
unlimited access to all parts of East Timor so that it
can undertake urgently needed humanitarian relief.

2. To oppose all military sales to Indonesia on the
grounds of its human rights record in Indonesia, and
in East Timor and other parts, such as West Irian,
where military operations are being waged.

the pockets of administrators. The Australian Senator Carrick has
claimed that Indonesia has enough supplies of food and medicine

to help the people in the camps, and that the problem is one of ‘dis-
tribution’ (Canberra Times, 13th September, 1978). Certainly the
heartrending condition of the people in the camps testifies to the
fact that they receive no significant aid. However, perhaps in order
to impress the visitors, an Indonesian Red Cross truck arrived while
they were in Remexio. As people rushed to receive food and clothes
they were beaten by Indonesian guardsmen with sticks and stones






More Tapols Released

KOPKAMTIB’s Commander, Admiral Sudomo, announced on 26
September the release on the following day of 1,324 tapols. The
main release ceremony would take place in Semarang, Central Java,
he said.

Most of the releases would reportedly be from Central Java with
1 total of 446. The number scheduled for release in East Java is 111.
Much smaller numbers are due for release from other regions of the
country.

The September releases are the second to occur this year. The
first stage reportedly included 4,186 tapols in May and July. Ori-
ginally it had been announced that this second stage would occur in
October. The change of plan was clearly intended to impress the
Dutch Minister for Overseas Development, De Koning, who paid a
two-week visit to Indonesia in September.

Official Figure for Buru Inexplicably Falls by 652

In his statement on 26 September, Admiral Sudomo made it
quite clear that there would be no tapols released from the Buru
Island prison camp at this stage. “They will only be released in the
next stage”, he declared. (The next stage is due to take place in
December.)

Yet despite this, the -official figure for Buru prisoners is now
given as 9,500 (Kompas, 26 September, 1978, and London Times,
28 September, 1978), although it stood at 10,152 at the end of last
December, immediately after 1,501 prisoners had been released
from the island. No explanation has been given as to why the figure
has fallen by 652, or what has happened to these people.

* Clearance Certificates Still Required

Reports from contacts in various parts of Indonesia still stress
that released prisoners are encountering insuperable problems in
finding jobs. Contrary to repeated declarations by top KOPKAMTIB
officials, in particular Admiral Sudomo, that ‘certificates of non-
involvement in the G30S/PKI’ are no longer required, the need to
submit such certificates is still very widespread.

One contact explained that when local military officials are
asked why they still insist that clearance certificates are required
despite KOPKAMTIB statements to the contrary, they reply that
such statements have only appeared in the press. Since, however,
they have received no new official instructions on the matter, they
must continue to operate in accordance with existing instructions.

Another contact on a brief visit to Indonesia was surprised to see
clearance certificate application forms still on sale in a shop in
Central Java. When the shopkeeper was asked why he still displayed
these forms on his counter although the government had announced
that they were no longer required, he replied that his customers still
came and bought them.

These certificates require considerable financial outlay in stamp
money and bribes and they must be renewed every six months. For
a released prisoner who might theoretically be able to bribe his or
her way into obtaining such a document, the financial burdens often
exceed any income that may eventually be earned.

Indoctrination Continues After Release

We have also learned that in some parts of the country, released
prisoners who have been home for many months without any re-
requirement to report, are now being required to attend weekly in-
doctrination courses. They are also being required to sign further
pledges and undertakings despite the fact that they had to sign a
twelve-point loyalty oath as the condition for their release.

Pension Rights Withdrawn

Another problem being faced especially by the many elderly
persons who have been released is that they are being denied their
pension rights. For such people who, because of age, cannot

possibly expect to be gainfully employed any more, this is a very
serious problem indeed.

Apart from job-related pension schemes, there is a strong tra-
dition in Indonesia of granting pensions to persons who played an
active role at some stage in the country’s long history of struggle for
independence. Such pension rights are normally inviolable but many
released tapols have failed to secure payment. In one case that has
come to our notice, a prisoner whose family had continued to
receive the pension during his incarceration has now been informed
that the pension will be stopped.

Tapols Die Just Before Release

The desperately tragic circumstances of many of the tapols who
are now being released has been highlighted by the news that three
of the 748 prisoners who were scheduled for release from the prison
island of Nusakembangan (off the south coast of Central Java) died
just prior to their release. Another tragic case has been reported by
Kompas on September 18 (see box). This story about a tapol in
Salemba, who committed suicide just before he was to be released,
adds to the moving picture of men and women who face enormous
problems after being forcibly separated from their families for so
many years.

A PRISONER HANGS HIMSELF

Translation

Kompas (Jakarta) Monday September 18.

At two o’clock on Saturday morning, Sudarto (age 58), a
G30S/PKI detainee from the village of Bunamati, Solo, was
found dead after he had hung himself. The discovery was
made at Salemba special prison, jalan Percetakan Negara
(Central Jakarta), only several days before his release was due.

Why the released was determined to kill himself is still
under investigation. But it is thought that it was because he
was depressed about problems at home which had arisen
through his absence.

The deceased had been imprisoned for thirteen years on
charges of involvement in G30S/PKI. It is not known where
his body is buried. On Saturday it was brought back by
prison guards after a post-mortem examination at the In-
stitute of Criminology of the University of Indonesia.

According to information Sudarto had been receiving
treatment at the prison clinic for almost six months. It was
discovered that he was not in his room after midnight, and
when a nurse looked for him, Darto was found dead, hanging
by a piece of cloth from a tree in the yard. A short while
before, he had been seen chatting with his friends. At the
time there were about ten prisoners being treated there.

A Former Lurah (Village Head)

The deceased, Sudarto, was once a village head in the
Kabupaten of Sukoarjo in Central Java. Because he had been
a PKI activist, he was detained and imprisoned immediately
after the outbreak of G30S/PKI, and was classified as a B-
category prisoner. According to a decision which had been
taken, he was to have regained his freedom on 27th of
September, following the release of other PKI prisoners
before him.

According to one official, Sudarto recently suffered a
kind of mental breakdown. The illness was caused by family
problems which had arisen since he was detained. The kind of
problems Sudarto f: ~ed have not been described, but it is
known that he had several children and grandchildren, who
recently visited him at the prison at the time of the Lebaran

Festival.
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2. Technocrats

According to Buku Putih, Indonesia’s problems derive not just
from administrative errors but from essentially incorrect
policies. Hence, Indonesia’s technocrats are also subjected to
much irreverent criticism.

From a series of discussions and analyses carried out by the
authors of this paper, we have reached a very startling
conclusion: Namely, the designers of our present development,
Bappenas and the Departments of the government, are in fact
aware and do realize that there are defects and errors in the
present development strategy. But why do they remain silent?
Why do they remain mute although their policy errors have
made millions of people suffer? Perhaps they remain silent
because they are intellectual prostitutes who do not have
scientific integrity! Or do they belong to the group who enjoy
the “fruits of development” precisely because of their policy
errors??

3. Wives of Officials

One section of Buku Putih targets the wives of officials, known
as “‘1bu,” as a source and cause of official corruption.

. Dear Ibu in talking about the role of women in
development we often also talk about women’s emancipation.
Emancipation, however, does not mean that the wife must take
part in ber busband’s official functions or that she must exploit
her busband’s position. It does not mean that the wife must
take part in determining her husband’s policy in matters
concerning his office or that she should make use of the
facilities and perquisites to which ber busband is entitled. We
feel, too, that there are many other matters related to character
and behavior that can have a negative effect on the activities of
her husband.

We say this because in fact we have the impression and we
observe that there are many of you, Ibu, who have gone astray
in playing your roles, many who have misunderstood the
meaning of women’s emancipation.

4, Development Policy

In establishing ‘“‘development policy” we have swallowed
hook, line, and sinker the data and analyses made by foreigners,
even though they obviously have interests of their own. To
determine the number of people who are below the poverty
line, we use the data and analyses of the World Bank. To
measure the success of development, we employ foreign
measures of growth, such as GNP, GDP, per capita income, and
so forth. . .

A great campaign to stupidify the people is taking place
today. The people are being swamped with vague terminology
or terminology made vague on purpose. When people are

starving, they are said “not to have enough to eat” or “possibly
may not have enough to eat,” etc. Criticism is answered by
being termed “a danger to stability” or ‘“‘evidently being
exploited,” and so forth. . .

In measuring the success of established policies, Tuan Wijoyo
and his friends use several statistics, such as increase in GNP,
GDP, per capita income, the rate of inflation, etc. Using these
figures, the Policy-Makers claim that ... [only] 3 out of 10
Indonesians live below the poverty line. This is amazing
progress. There is also the criterion which determines that a per
capita income of over $US 75.00 per annum is above the
poverty line.

Take the case of a poverty-stricken, unemployed vagrant. He
picks up cigarette butts; he scrounges for his daily food in the
garbage-cans of restaurants; he sleeps under a bridge or under
the eaves of shops; he wears whatever he can find. He makes Rp.
300 a day. In a month, that amounts to Rp. 9,000, and in a year
to Rp. 108,000 or $US 250. This is well above the poverty line.

Is this the way to measure the success of a policy? In that
case, the more vagrants we have, the more prosperous our

5. Credit

In criticizing other aspects of the government's economic
policy, Buku Putih focuses on the imbalance in benefits from
this policy. Throughout the document the charge is repeated
that foreigners are making more and more money while Indo-
nesians are becoming poorer and poorer.

Most government credit falls into the hands of non-natives.
Most of those who embezzle these credits are also non-natives.
Of the Rp. 200,000,000,000 Bank Bumi Daya credits that
disappeared, most again was taken by non-natives. But it is the
people who have to suffer the burden of it all. The people bear
the consequences, but the non-natives enjoy the fruits. In fact,
it is their per capita income that has increased many times over.
Not the people’s.

Ten years ago the Astra group, the Panin group, the Central
Asia Bank, Liem Soei Liong and other cukong® were nothing
to what they are now. But the people of Krawang still starve.
The government proudly aggregates the incomes of those
cukong with the incomes of the people of Krawang, Boyolali,
and Gunung Kidul® and then averages them. Next the gov-
ernment loudly proclaims that “per capita income has sky-
rocketed.” Is this not manipulation?? The people of Krawang,
who have been reduced to eating water-hyacinths, have become
the victims of a manipulation of the numbers that the govern-
ment always worships. The people of Krawang have become the
victims of statistics. It is said that in 1967 per capita income
was $US 80, while by 1977 it had increased to $US 130. But
the fact remains that Krawang, which always used to be a rich
rice granary where people never suffered hunger, has today de-
clined into a famine area, where people are reduced to eating
water-hyacinths! Do you know, friends, what water-hyacinths
are? Water-hyacinths are feed for pigs.
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6. Agriculture

A similar anti-foreign tone pervades Buku Putih’s discussion of
agricultural policy. Apart from castigating the government for
abandoning land reform, Buku Putih also points to the failure of
the government’s rice production program. This year, Indonesia
will import 2.4 million tons of rice, more than any other
country in the world.

. the price of the imported rice is Rp. 100 per kilogram
more expensive than domestic rice. This means that the
Indonesian government is feeding (subsidizing) farmers from
South Korea, Japan, Australia, etc. at a rate of Rp. 100 per kilo.
Well, well, Mr. Thoyib Hadiwijaya, Mr. Bustanul Arifin,? and
you gentlemen in Bappenas, how come you actually help to
increase agricultural production in other countries?? Isn’t there
something funny . here?? Did you get your palms greased,
maybe?? It’s not only that you are unable to increase domestic
production, but ... hey! you're actually helping to increase
someone else’s agricultural production. You’ll pay for it some
day, friends!t!!

7. Employment and the
Industrial Sector

Over the past eight years, the industrial sector has only been
able to absorb 1.2 million people. This is an absorption rate of
only 12.5 percent of available manpower. This proves that the
present policy in the field of industry will never be able 1o
absorb the increases in the labor force. The picture becomes
worse if we also take into account the loss of job opportunities
in national companies that have had to close down because of
the influx of foreign capital. The only local raw material used
by the Indo Milk Company, for instance, is water. The milk
concentrate itself is imported from Australia. While the job
market has not expanded, the side effects are wrecking the life
of the nation.

The Government'’s industrial policy should have been geared
towards the development of industry designed to support
agriculture, because agriculture is the [main] source of income
for 60 percent of the Indonesian people. Yet what we now see is
the rapid growth of consumer-oriented industries, such as the
motorcycle and car industries, not of agriculture-supporting
industries.

8. Popular Participation,
Popular Control

(Perbaps the single most important theme in this document is its
appeal to populism.

The defects that we see today are caused by the National
Leadership and by the “System of Government” that it has
created. Improper mechanisms for the management of the state,
which in turn have given birth to erroneous and uncontrolled
policies and programs, have bred restlessness in society.

The innermost voice of the little people, who live under the
oppression and repression of the “elite” forces, never reaches
the ears of the government. In turn, the government has never
opened its heart to the pure and honest “voice of the common
people’s beart.” Thus a system in which the city people exploit
the villagers, the rich oppress the poor, private cars elbow city
buses out into the slow lanes, wealthy idiots kick aside poor
bright people, non-native businessmen kill off native business-
men, etc., goes on and on, and the oppressed have no way of
stopping it. There aren’t even any complaints about it in
Parliament any more.

The prevailing situation is such that
direct their eyes and ears further up. They all scramble to enjoy
the luxuries that are indeed freely “provided” by the liberal
economic system practices by the government!! These errors
could develop to such a disastrous point because control
functions have not operated as they should. State Institutions
have in fact been “fixed” so ds not to interfere with the
build-up of ‘“‘executive power.” For the sake of stability in
economic development, the whole system and all the activities
of the Highest State Institutions have been “harmonized” with
the tastes of the executive.

9. The Parliament

Up ull now, Parliament is not an institution capable of
channelling the aspirations of the people, nor is it an effective
institution for control. Parliament is simply a spectator to all
the irregularities that are taking place within the executive!
There have been many incidents, shameful to our nation and
state, which have demanded active intervention by the people’s
representatives, but they have done absolutely nothing.

The reason, of course, is that Parliament has been “‘fixed” by
the national executive leadership to become so paralyzed! Even
at the time when .the official list of parliamentary candidates
from the Political Parties and from Golkar was being drawn up
for the General Election, the individuals listed were picked by
the Government. People thought to have too much courage,
integrity, and principle were considered dangerous and were
scratched off the list. Those who remained on the list of
candidates “blessed” by the government consisted of people
who were either weak or, at best moderates, ready to swing to
the right or to the left; but the majority, of course, were weak.
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Anti-subversion Act under Attack

The well-known Indonesian human rights lawyers, Yap Thiam Hien
and Adnan Buyung Nasution, have recently attacked the Anti-
Subversion Law and called for its repeal.

This Law, forced through Parliament after the military takeover
following the 1965 events, was originally enacted by President
Sukarno as a Presidential Decree in 1963. It is the law generally used
against persons on trial for political offences and has also been used
increasingly against persons accused of sabotage, smuggling and
other economic offences.

Yap Thiam Hien, who recently defended Sawito Kartowibono,
the mystic sentenced in August to eight years imprisonment, was
quoted by the weekly, Tempo (12 August, 1978) as saying that the
Anti-Subversion Law, like the anti-corruption law, has political
overtones. ‘It is,” he said, “‘a peg on which to hang all kinds of
charges against a political opponent, even to hang him until he is
dead.”

The same issue of Tempo quotes the Public Prosecutor’s Office
as saying that no fewer than 92 cases during 1977 were based on the
Anti-Subversion Law. Of these, 82 had been brought to court. A
total of 129 persons were involved.

Buyung Nasution: “Only Breathing is not Subversive”

Adnan Buyung Nasution, speaking in Jakarta on 26 August
(Tempo, 12 August, 1978), said that when, in the 1960s, the draft
of the anti-subversion law was first submitted to Parliament, all po-
litical parties represented in Parliament, including the Communist
Party, rejected it. They felt that such a law, if enacted, would have
turned Indonesia into a totalitarian state. No opinions or political
programmes apart from the Manipol (Political Manifésto) which had
been formulated by President Sukarno would have been permitted.
All critics of the Manipol would have been seen as trying to under-
mine the government and could therefore be labelled ‘subversive’.

After the draft had failed to get through Parliament, it was en-
acted in the form of a Presidential Decree (PP No. 11, 1963). It was
not until after the New Order (the post-1965 period) that this
Decree was ratified into Law by Parliament, possibly “slipped
through”, said Buyung.

The danger of the Law, he said, is that its formulation of offences
is far too wide-ranging. “According to this Law, possibly the only
thing people are still allowed to do is to breathe.”

Whilst articles in the Criminal Code do not specify the way in
which punishable offences are committed, they do stipulate that the
Consequences of the offence must be proven in a detailed, explicit
way. For example, if the act causes injury or death, this must be
proven by a medical certificate.

But in subversion cases, the prosecution always openly admits
that it need not produce evidence regarding the consequences of the
alleged offence. It is enough for the prosecution to say that ‘it was
known or should have been known’ that the act would ‘undermine
government authority’. This leads to quite arbitrary judgements on
the part of the prosecution, Buyung said.

In addition, the Anti-Subversion Law has created a separate code
of procedures, covering such matters as arrest, confiscation of pro-
perty, punishment and trial procedures. Moreover, although the Law
was initially directed only against activities of a political nature, the
Supreme Court has since broadened its scope to include activities
that are not necessarily political, as long as they can be considered

as having the effect of undermining government authority. As a
result, said Buyung, the very nature of the Law has become blurred.
Smugglers, intellectuals, artists, even mystics, can be charged under
this law.

Anti-Subversion Law and Detention Without Trial

Another problem is that this law results in uncertainty about
how long a person can be held without trial. The Procedural Code
stipulates that the police may hold a person for a maximum of 20
days. A public prosecutor may hold someone for at most 30 days,
whereafter a judge may prolong the period of detention by 30 days
upon each application, although no limit is stipulated as to how.long
this may continue. These provisions are very arbitrary and result in
much suffering and hardship. But in the case of the Anti-Subversion
Law, things are far worse. It stipulates that a person can be held for
a maximum of one year without charge. If the person is lucky, he
will be brought to trial or released by the end of a year, but in prac-
tice, when the one-year period lapses, the person will be re-arrested
and will thus again be liable to a period of one year’s detention.
“This is very cruel indeed!” declared Buyung.

[Editor’s Note: The vast majority of tapols are detained under
special powers vested in KOPKAMTIB, the Command for the Res-
toration of Security and Order. These regulations make no provisions
whatsoever regarding length of detention without trial.]

New National Security Act Under Consideration

Indonesia’s military rulers are now believed to be considering the
enactment of a new National Security Act. General Panggabean,
Minister-Coordinator for Political and Security Affairs, said in Sept-
ember that the draft for such an Act was now being prepared. The
new law, which will apparently also make provision for prolonged
detention without charge or trial, will, Panggabean said, be aimed at
“combatting all forms of subversive crimes’’. Presumably it will re-
place the 1963 Anti-Subversion Law.

We hope to report more on this in our next issue.

SUPREME COURT CHAIRMAN ADMITS THAT
JUDICIARY IS NOT FREE

“Pure justice no longer exists. There are many factors that can
influence the course of a trial with the result that verdicts in many
cases depend upon the situation prevailing at the time the trial takes
place.”

This statement made by Professor Oemar Seno Adji, Chairman
of the Supreme Court, at a press conference on 7th June (Kompas,
10 July, 1978) has, according to Kompas, evoked considerable re-
sponse. It is regrettable, says the paper, that the Supreme Court has
made no further attempt to explain what Professor Seno Adji meant,
thus creating the impression that things will just be left as they are.

One response came from the Legal Aid Bureau which said in a
statement that it-was ‘astonished’ and ‘deeply disturbed’ by the
Supreme Court chairman’s remarks. While acknowledging that it was
difficult anywhere in the world to preserve real justice, the Bureau
said that all those concerned with upholding the law, inside and out-
side government, should always strive to attain this end.

TAPOL’s New Address

Please note that all correspondence with TAPOL should now be
addressed to our new address, as follows:
8a Treport Street,
London SW18 2BP.

TAPOL Bulletin No 30 October 1978 15



Press Censorship: The Case of Topik

The press in Indoncsia has once again been subjected to restrictions
in reporting on leading Indonesian political figures.

Tempo (August 19th) reports that on Tuesday August 8th, the
magazine Topik advertised in the daily, Merdeka, that the August
issue of Topik (nos 14 and 15) would carry a feature article about
four prominent Indonesian political figures. The four all held pro-
minent positions in the past, and in various ways have given rise to
press coverage of issues considered sensitive by the regime. Ali
Sadikin was the former Governor of Jakarta, and was earlier this
year considered as a possible successor to Suharto as President;
Soemitro was once the Commander of KOPKAMTIB, and was dis-
missed after the events of January 15th, 1974; Fbn-Sutowo was the
Director of Pertamina, until the company’s massive debt became
known, and allegations of spectacular corruption were made; H R
Dharsono, the Chairman of ASEAN nearly lost this position after he
had spoken at a students’ protest meeting earlier this year.

Only hours after the Topik advertisement had appeared the
managing editor of Topik, Tribuana Said, was summoned by Oemar
Chatab, the Director of the Ministry of Information’s ‘Journalist
Control’ Section, and was told that the advertised article could not
be circulated. Shortly afterwards Chatab’s superior, Sukarno, told
Tribuana that ‘it was suggested’ that Topik nos 14 and 15 should be
withdrawn from circulation. He later told a Tempo journalist: ‘We

did not forbid it; we only proposed that publication of the issue
should be withdrawn.’ Although Sukarno had not read the article at
that stage, he said that its publication would “create a bad
atmosphere”.

Tempo observes that before the General Session of the MPR, the
Chief-of-Staff of KOPKAMTIB, Sudoma, had said that several im-
portant political figures could not be quoted by the press, except in
‘non-polical’ matters. After the Session there were some attempts
to relax restrictions of the press, and Sudomo said that these re-
strictions would change, but how they would change depended on
‘those whom it concerned’. Since then the foreign press has not
been ‘blacked out’, except for one issue of Newsweek which was
withdrawn some weeks ago.

In other words, says Tempo, press restrictions can never be for-
gotten. It is a matter of treading very warily, and sensing the limits
of press freedom —which have never been clearly defined. Otherwise
the results can be ‘fatal’. Fortunately for Topik its advertisement
did not have ‘fatal’ results, as the journal did not have its printing
licence revoked. However financial losses were incurred because 25%
of the issue had already been printed.

On the 9th and 10th of August Topik re-advertised in Merdeka,
apologising to its readers for the non-appearance of issues no 14 and
15, saying that its circulation had been withdrawn ‘because of one
thing and another’.

Literature

Indonesia, the Prison State 10p each
A 16-page pamphlet with photographs.

Indonesia, Unions Behind Bars 10p each
A 16-page pamphlet on the detention of Trade

Unionists and the suppression of Trade Unions.

TAPOL posters (2 designs) 50p each

TAPOL badges 10p each

A tapol’s song on cassette £1.00 each

Treatment of Indonesian Political Prisoners.
Forced Labour and Transmigration

A 25-page report, fully annotated, giving the history and
facts on forced labour abuse of political prisoners.
Published by TAPOL in February 1978. Price: £1
Postage
When placing orders for literature, please add
following amounts for postage:
25% of order (minimum 7p) for UK and Europe;
75% of order (airmail) or 25% of order (seamail)
for overseas.

TAPOL campaigns for the release of Indonesian
political prisoners and is a humanitarian organ-
isation. It is not associated with any political
groups, either in Indonesia or abroad, and is
supported by individuals and organisations of
many shades of opinion.

Change of Address
Please address all correspondence and enquiries to:

TAPOL
8a Treport Street,
London SW18 2BP

Change of Bank Account

TAPOL’s Bank Account has also been changed:

Account number 50875805,
King’s Cross Branch,
Barclays Bank,

23 Euston Road,
London NW1 2SB

One year’s subscription (6 issues):

£3.00
£4.00

UK and Europe:
Overseas (airmail ):

To all Subscribers outside the UK:

You are kindly requested to pay your subscription by a cheque
drawn on a London bank or by mail payment order. In the case of
cheques drawn on foreign banks, bank charges are deducted and
these amount to as much as 50% on a small denomination cheque.
In other words, most £3.00 cheques drawn on a foreign bank are
worth only £1.50 to TAPOL after charges are deducted. If you find
it more convenient to send us a cheque drawn on a foreign bank, we

bank charges.

would kindly request you to add £1.50 to the total amount to cover
Thank you
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