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General Sumitro:

vJURIDICALLY WE'RE WEAK, FROM A HUMANITARIAN POINT OF:
VIiW, WE'RE EVEN WEAKER,.,." '

General Sumitro, the man vho heads the powerful Army Con-
mand for the Restoration of Sccurity and Ordcr (Kopkamtib) which
controls "the political ard soeclal life of Indonesia, has recent-
ly been quoted as saying with regard to the political prisoner
iscug: "Juridically, we're weak, and from a humanitarian point
of vicw, we're eoven weaker,"

This emazingly frank statenent was made in a discussion be-
tween General Sumitro and the Dutch churchman, Prof. Verkuyl who
spent several wecks in Indoncsia recently. It is quoted by Prof.
Verkuyl in an intervicw he gave to the Dutch newspaper Trouw,
publisned on 23rd June, 1973. :

Put to show wherc Kopkamtib's priorities lie, the General
first told Prof. Verkuyl: “"For s, the priority goes to state
security.” These were his c “n/ g riémarks in reply to a question
from Prof. Verkuyl avout the rates of the 'B' category priscners,
those who arc being held indefinitaly even though there is no ev-
idence to bring <them -to court. Prof. Verkuyl had asked: "If
there is to bte no juridical settlement for these people, is there
no way to ensure that they can be frec as soon as possible?"

Only a short while agoc, General Sumitro was quoted in the
Indonesian’ press 2s saying that the detention of 'B' prisoners
"would not last for ever", He said this a short while after his
Appointment as commander in chief of Kopkamtib, a post which he
tock over from Gencral Suharto, the Indonesian President, in.
April this year. 5 ‘

- S0 at last the commander of the powerful Kopkamtib has ad-
mitted that the condemnation of Indonesia's continued detention
of political prisoners on juridical and humanitarian grounds is
Justified, and he has even hinted that the detention of 'BY pri-
Sonecrs may not last fortever. Yet, hce still places sccurity
considcerations above all clsc.

These admissions are undoubtedly the result of growing con-

cérn being expresscd in the countries whosc governments aid In-
Onegia over the flagrant violation of human rights in that coun-
E¥Y.; But there is no reason to bkelieve :that his pious recogni-.
vlon of criticism will lead to any radéical chenge in the politi-
cal prisoner situation unless morc attention is paid to the pro-
len internationally, especially in those cowntries where it
Aurts most, including Great Britain.
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These statements shoulc ve taken, therefore, as a signal
for all conceened to redouble their efforts to bring the plight
of Indonesia's political prisonrs to the attcition of world
orinion.

Tvo Iundred rlalq a Year Promised

General Bumitro also stated recently that, commencing with
1973, two hundred 'A' category vrisoners vwould he brought to
trial ammually until the entire category had been triced.

The precisc anumber ol 'A' prisoners is not known. President
Suharto reccently nmentioned a figuvre of 2,000 but the Foreign Min-
ister, Adam Malik, speaxing in The Hague a few months before, put
the figure as h¢gh as 10, OOO Even taking the lowest figure to
ne correct, General Sunltro s yearly target means that it will
take toen years to complete the trials.

Most of the 'A' prisoncrs nave been in detention for at
least six years, gnd rany for almost cight years. Thus it means
that, even 1f the targets arc ful¥illed, sone will have been held
for twelve to flft en yo;“s Or £ven longer before being tricd.

S0 far, with seven nonths 1975 alrecady gone, there have been
t nost fifteen trials....
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In “‘he House of Commons:

THIRTY-NINE 1Ps EXPRDSS DEEP CONCIRN OVER INDONESIA'S
__&III (‘LL I {T O ‘LRS

Ain Early Day Hotilon piaced on the Conmons Order Papers for
tus first time on 11th Tuly, cxprossing deep concern over the )
*nﬂon“SJ”n polltlcai ryiconer uituation, hed won the support of
-thirty-nine members by the time the House recessed for the sum-
mer in the last week ¢of July. The motion reads:

That this Housc views with decp concern the consistent
patitern of V’OlavlonS of human »ights in Indonesia, takes
note that there are in thai couniry scme 55,000 political
nrigscners deteined withous txlial, many wltpout access to
families, friends or legal adrisers, and 1naaequately fed,
and calls upon Her lajcaoty's Covcrnment to mzke knowel to
the Indonesian Goveorament the hones of fthe British 000ple
for a speedy end to this situation.

The notion was bponuorcd vy Peter Archer, QC (LJbour)
Alrey Neave (COHaFdeL ve), Emlyn Hceoson {Liberal), Sam C. sil-
kKir (Labour ), RPonald Hitchell (fubour ) ané Ernle I‘_oncy (Conser~
vativae).

The following Members added their Quhport to the motign in
the two weeks beofore the recess commencced

£

Frark Allaun (Labho ur):; CGuy Barnctt (hahour), Albert Booth
{(Ievour); Arthur Davidson (Tabour)s; Jack ormand (Zabour);
Robert Rawards (Labour); Andrew F“ulus (Labour); Rdwsrd Flet—
cher (Labcuh), Sir John Foster QC EConﬁorvatlve Reginald -
Freoeson (Labour); Wwillian Hamling (Tabour); Peter Hordy: (Lu—
Lour); Ldrk huqnov (Zabour); THugh Jenkins (Labour); James
Johns on {Lavour) s Lussell Johnston (Ziveral);  Barry Jones

Zabour); Sir _1vyn Jemes, 0¢ (Lancur); Frank Judd {Labour);
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‘Joon Lestor (Labour); Marcus Lipton (Labour); William Molloy
(zabour);*)Lawrence Pavitt (Latour); Paul B. Rose (Labour);
Ivor Richard, QC (Labour); Jamos S1llar° (Lebsur); Dr. Ton
stuttaford (Conservative); Cyril Smith (leeru), James
rinn, (Labour); Thomas Urwin (u&bOLrla Shirley Williams - (La—
bour); Christopaer Woodhouse (Conservative),

x) R. King Myrray {Labour);

In the House of Loras:

LORD AVEBURY QUESTIONS DEFENCL SECRETARY ON INDONESIA

_ -~ Lord Avobury, the Iiberal wpcer, questlonod the Brltlsh.De-
'fenc° Secretary, Lord Car *1ngton in the House of Lordsion :23rd
July, in connection W1th a statement he had reportedly made du-
ring & visit to Indonesia in February this yecar in which he. pu-
blicly commended the Indonesian Government on the achievement
of domestic sccurity. T

When the Defence Secretary deniced having made such a
statencnt and saild that he had bteen much impressed with Indo-
nesia's economic progress, Lord Avebury wondered why the state-
nent attributed to Lerd Carringsern, which had been published
botk in the Indonesian press as well as in The Times had not
been denied by the HMinistry of Defcnce. He preéssed the De-
fence Sccretary to agree that it weuld be most inappropriate
to make remarks conmending thne Indonc~ian Government on the at-
tainment of domestic security at a time when there were no few-
er .than 55,000 political prisoners in Lndonesia held 'without
trial, and in the majority of cascs for nearly eight years.:

Since Indonesia is the counlry wnich recuives the larges?
amount of British aid outsidc wne Comnonwealth, ne went on, did
the Defence Secretary not think it appropriate to make repre-
sentations to the Indonesian Government in order that they ei-
ther bring thesc people LO trial within a reasonavle time or
release then. '

‘ Replying, Lord Carrington admitted that there were indecd
a large number of political detairnecs in Indonesia, though he

said he had been to0lé that the Tigure given by the Indonesian
Government was 18,000. He Quutd that the Indonesian Govern-— e°

ment are awarc of Her Majesiy's Government's views on the sub-
Ject

' Unfortunatclj, Lord Carrington did not divulge to the
HOHSP of Lords whal these viecws warc.

THE NUMBERS GAME CONYINUES

cati Juut about the timo when the Amnoapy In?ernational publi-

o Dg? +In§0ﬂg§:a Spec1¢1,vcamc out, estimating that the number
doneojl tical prisoncrs in Jndoncsya is_at least bS,OQO, the In-
on fn President, Genecral ouharto t0ld the Indonesian Pecople's
'R gr; 5s that: therc are 2,000 'A' category prisoners and 13,117

Nurap isoners. The Indoncoian Ambassader in London, Rusmin

“@}n1 takes thut to mecan that there zre now 15,117 politi-
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cal priéoners, or 50 he sald in a letier sent in July-to Guy
Rarnett, MP. . \ , A

Yot this totally ignores the fact that President Suharto
also- said in the same specch that there are "a number of pri-
soncrs who, being still under investigation, have not yet been
included in any clagsificaticn”. Tnis little extra sentence,
whicilt the Aimbassador conveniently omitted to mention, means
that no-one can takc the 15,117 figure seriously, cven as an
approxination.

To expect anyone to belicve that there are only 15,117
political prisoners in Indonesia is to fly in the face of . the
known facts. Apart from the 10,000 prisoners on Buru.Island
and the 600 wonen prisonecrs at Piantungan in Central.Java,
there are at the very least 5,000 in the capital of. Jakarta
alone, several thousandé in Central Java, and several thousand
pore (probably nearing 10,.,000) on the prison island of Nusa-~
kembangan. Thesc places of detention represent but - -a small
fraction of the prisons, detontion camps and interrogation cen-
tres at which political priscners are being held.  'Every one
of the seventeen provinces of Indonesia has at least one large
prison, several smaller cncs, and a large nuuaber of Arnmy units
where detainees are held for varying lengths of time, often
stretzhing into ycavs. :

The former Indonesizn Attorney -General, Sugih Arto, him-
self admitted that Army units are not obliged to report to cen-
tral headguarters on the nurmber of political prisoners they
arrest and detain. ¥Few relcasco have been renorted in the past
few months, On the contrary, a number of new arrests have been
nade, notably at the time of the Session of the People's Con-
gress in March this year when security precautions rcached a
state of frenzy, znd also in Juanuary waen & 1 .rge underground
network, extending ovel wmore than sevenily villoges was dis-
.covered.

The current state of affairs suggests that Amnesty's es-
tirate of 55,000 is no%t an cxaggeration; on the contrary it
nay well congiderably wnderstate the problen.

i .
BRITISH ATD TC INDONESTA FURTHER INCREASED

. ' : ...
British econcmic aid to Indonssia, supplied through the
©IGGT (Intex--Governmental Group on Indonesia), has increased to
- £12 million for tnc year 1973/74. Thls rcpresents an increase-
of 20 percent over the amounit allocatced through the IGGI for
“1972/7% which amounted to £10 million.

The dceision to provide this higher sun was taken at the
"IGGI meeting last lay in Amsterdam. A4t that meeting, it was
decided to supply a toial of H876,.6 million to Indonesia #for
the current finmancial yeawr. This isg $11€.6 million higher than
the amount requested by Indencsia at.the IGCI meeting in Decen-—
ber 1972, and is.much in advance of ihe amount supplied in
1972/9%, which totalled %723 million. Some analysts believe
" that in the next year or twe, Indonesia will be roceiving no
legs than #1,000 million annuwally in cconomnic aid from the
IGGT countrics.
continued on vage 6.
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TAPQL CAMPAIGN GATHERS SUPPORT

"pAPOL, the campaigning organisdtion for the release of
Indoncsian political prisoners which was cstablished in Lon-

gdon a couple of months ago, is gathering support. The foll-
owing tEISons have agreed to become formal sponsors of the
Campai%n: '
- Peter Archer, QC, MP
Dame Peggy Ashceroft
Lord Avcdhury
Bishep Butler
TLawrence Daly
Robert Edwards, LP G
. Lady Flening e
Lord Gardiner, QC
- Rabbi Dr. David Goldstein
Glenda Jackson . .
- 81r Blwyn Jones, QC, RP P T
Joan Haynard
Dr. Joseph Needhan
Prof. John A. Rex
Alan Savper
Lord Soper
) Han Suyin _
Sone .other names are still being awaited before the list of
sponsors is finalised.

. TAPOL will concern itself with the humanitarian aspects
of the.political prisoner situation in Indonesia. It hopes

-

to go on enjoying the support of people from all walks of life

and all political parties.

The substantial number of llembcrs of Farliament who have
80 far signed the Rarly Day Motion in the Housc of Copmons
indicates that concern about the problem is widespread and ex-
tends to all parties represenied in Parliament. -

. The name TAPOL {pronounced 'tarpol') was chosen.for the
Campaign because it is the Indoncsian word for political pri-
Soner. " It is a-new word in the Indonesian language, coined
Since 1965, and derives from the acronyr of tahanan politik.

. TAPOL will be run by an cxecutive committee. The follow-
1ng -persons are officers of the committee:

T

. Roger Hibdbitt, Chairman
e . Saran Leigh, Secrctary
- ' andrew Kuttner, Treasurer

VIGIL PLANNED FOR INDONESIA'S INDEPENDENCE DAY

sary ﬁ%gust~17th‘is Indonesia's independence Day, the anniver-
’2isheq the day on which the Republic.of Indonesia was esta-
\eve be-ln 1945. TBver- since 1965, celehrations of this day
70men hin‘marred by the fact that tens of thousands of men and
‘he indzvc been depylved of thelr frecdon, making a mockery of
ependence which was established and defended with so

‘uch effort and sacrifice.

.l'
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TAPOL has therefore decided to organise another Vigil
outside the Indoncsian Embassy on August 17th. While the In-
dopesian representatives in Loucdon and their juests arc cele-
prating the occasion, we shall seck tc remind them that there
is a growing vody of opinion’in Britain that demands the re-
jcase of the political prisoners, and will continue to cam-~
paisn until this appalling sivuation ends. .

The Vigil will take place in two ashifts: during lunch-
time, from 12.30 i1l 2.30 pm, and in the cvening from 6.00
pn onwards. We invite all our supportcis to avtend the Vigil
and to make it even nmore successful than the Vigil last May.

The Embassy's address is: 38, Grosvenor Squa;py5ng,

SPECIAL CAMPAIGN FOR II:PRISONED INDONESIAN FTLM -DIREGTOR

A sopecial campaign on behalf of the Indonesian film di-
rector, Basuki Efferdi, will shortly be launched by .TAPOL.-

Basukl Effendi worked for many years in the nascent Indc-—
nesian film industry. Two filns on which he worked, Sipin-
tjang (The Cripple) as co-director, and Pulang (Homecoming)
as director were shown at international film festivals and
awerdied special prizes. In Octobexr 1965, his carcer was
rudely cut short when he was arrested for having been 2 nen-
ber prior to the ebortive 1965 coup of the leftwing cultural
organisation, LEHRA. o

He spent several months in prison without trial, and was
released in 1966. He remained free for several years though
unable to get a reguler jor ia films or in other professions,
and made a living from petiy t-ading. In 1962 he was re-
arrcested and nas been in detention ever since. In 1371, he
was transporited to the remoite prison island cf Buru where he
lives a life of appalliing physical hardship with nearly
10,000 other political dethainces.

TAPOL has initiated efforte to obtain copies of Basuki's
filas for a special showing in Tiondon. Meanwhile, anrn Appeal
has been launched urging the Indonesian authoritics to pernit
Basuvki. to attend this showing of his films and to continue his
werk ‘zs £ilm director abroad. The Appeal has been signed by
a nunber of well~known British film workers, including: -
Lindsay Anderson, Alan Bates, Miriam Brickman, Albert Finney, .
Glenda Jackson, Michael Medwin, Rachel Roberts and Alan Sapyer.

It is hcped that a large number of filsm workers, theatre
artists, and technicians from both sectors will add their sig-
natures to the Appeal, and make this campaign & success.

continued from page 4.

Total British aid to Indoncsia consists not only of dis-
bursements -based on IGGI-coordinated commitments but also in-
E}udcs teenhnical aid and aid for spccial projects. This mcans
cnat total planned disbursements for.the current year are well
in excess of £12 nillion., ' '



