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Map 3: Greater Ho Chi Minh City Map

Source: Google Maps
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These boards are
eye catching if only
because of their size
and the wuse of
images of large
images of real
people. There were
two versions, one
with two women
(Plate 3), one with
two men (Plate 4),

while the text is
Plate 3: Modern printing on stretched acrylic canvas exactly the same in

both. The boards are
predominantly yellow ochre in colour with a black band at the bottom where the

agency checking for HIV is announced.

In both boards two thirds of the board is taken up by two human figures. We see
one person full torso and face, smiling, displaying perfectly formed teeth, as they look
into the eyes of somebody standing facing them All have perfect (airbrushed)
complexions. We cannot see the face of this person, but they are the same gender as
the figure we see clearly. These are clean and well groomed people: the men with neat
haircuts, the women wearing their hair up — feminine, Confucian and very Vietnamese.
In photograph 3, the main female figure — maybe a health worker- has her hand gently
holding the other figure’s upper arms as the minor character, the patient rests her
hand on the opposite wrist of the health professional (there is something about the
comforting gesture, the reassuring holding of the shoulders or upper arms, that is
reminiscent of the image in Plate 2). In photograph 4, the main male character — the
health professional- appears to be placing his hand on the other figure’s shoulder. All
figures are dressed in white. In each case both main characters are wearing their
shirt/blouse open at the neck. Who is the patient and who is the doctor or nurse in
these representations? I think the health worker has to be the person offering the

reassuring hand on the shoulder or arm of the figure we cannot see. The faceless
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images differ in that the male appears to be wearing a T-shirt and female a short
sieeve blouse. Nevertheless, both versions establish a hierarchy that implies just and

ethical care for persons who are... we can't be sure. Perhaps there are other clues.

In the upper right corner of each board is located an orange coloured circle of the
rising sun and its rays. The name of the health centre/service is also located in this
space Chén Troi Mdi: Trung tdm Tu vén Suc khde Céng ddng - Sunrise Community
Health Centre. Just under this is a telephone icon and number. The human figures are
photographic images of real life people. However what I find puzzling about these
images is the fact that the human figures shown on these boards are looking directly,

maybe even
trustingly into each

other’s eyes.

In Vietnam
unless people are
social equals or at
the very least well
known to each other
this simply does not
happen. Looking

somebody direct in

Plate 4: Bilboard secured to fence o
NTMK St. Traffic zooms past

the eye is a form of
disrespect: It is
impolite. For women it is not as pronounced a phenomenon, but men seem to adhere
to this social convention more acidulously. That there is such an obvious gaze from the
dominant figure in each billboard reinforces the sense that they are experts offering
comfort, and perhaps even that they are agents of justness of the Vietnamese state’s
care. The text of the board reads: HIV THAC MAC? TAM SU CUNG AI? — Questions
about HIV? Who to talk to? This is followed by Khi tu' vdn chung tbi la chuyén gia —
During consultation we are specialists, and Khi tro chuyén chidng téi la tri ky — During
informal conversation we are good friends. Under this text is a black band running

across the bottom of the board that contains the sentence: Dich vy tham vén va xét
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