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Group have a renewed faith in the power of people in the face of a style of
"governance by decree rather than consultation™ (Attwood, A., December 3, 1994:

Extra 5).

Picture: JOHN WOUDSTRA
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The Age., October 17, 1994, p.4

'When the court's Hands are Tied!

%) T Ao A
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By DAVID ELIAS

I'he State Government has
curbed the jurisdiction of the Vic-
torian Supreme Court in more
than 50 acts of Parliament since it
came {0 power {wo years ago.

In the autumn session, Parlia-
ment inserted the ousting clause
of section 85 of the Constitution
Act 1975 into 13 of the 63 laws it
passed.

The legislative device is de-

Even the judges found the situation
becoming so intolerable back in 1990 that
they complained to the Governor, Dr Davis
McCaughey, that their function as guardians
of the rule of law was under threat. They
asked him to take the unusual step of tabling
their report in both houses of Parliament.

In their annual report this year, the judges
said: “We have noted, with disquiet, the
prevalence in acts passed by, and bills pre-

signed to assist gover ts over
clear technical hurdles.

In the Victorian workplace, the
Supreme Court is torbidden from
hearing appeals on decisions by
the Industrial Relations Commis-
sion on working hours, pay rates,
annual leave, the making, varving
or revoking of awards and any
disputes on long-service leave
and continuity of employment.

The Supreme Court cannot
hear claims for compensation by
police officers who have had their
rank reduced with loss of salary or
been dismissed.

Teachers have no recourse to
the court if they are disciplined

d to, the Victorian Parliament, of a
drafting technique utilised to limit the juris-
diction of this court.”

The Liberal chairman of the all-party scru-
tiny of acts and regulations committee, Mr
Victor Perton, agreed yesterday that the use
of the ousting clause (contained in section 85
of the Constitution Act 1975) might at times
result in a substantive loss of people's rights.

He said it was a problem confronting all
state governments but especially Victoria's
because the Constitution entrenched the
Supreme Court. There were often good rea-
sons to use the clause, but it had become a
mix of the technical, the trivial and the seri-
ous, he said.

His committee had looked at the use of

e
FROM: PAGE ONE-:

the clause in 29 bills last year and had sent
four back to ministers for further explana-
tion, but they were passed without amend-
ment

Mrs Wade has vigorously defended the use
of the clause, saying that while in opposition
the coalition forced changes that stopped the
Labor Government from Hmiting the urids-
diction of the court with zest and legislative
stei 11k,

In the years followlng the 1975 enactment
of the Victorian Constitution, the tlamer,
Thompson and Cain Governments limited
the Supreme Court's jurisdiction m many
acts of Parllament but they did not always, as
required, obtained a majority vote in both
houses of Parllament.

To save these laws from being challenged,
the Labor Government in 1989 brought in a
retrospective amendment to the Constitu-
tlon that automatically closed down two ac-
tions already filed in the Supreme Court.

After lawyers in those cases lobbied MPs,
the coalltion moved in 1991 to change the

procedure so that as well as a majority vot
of both houses of Parliament, the releva
minister must also make a statement to Pa
Hament on the reasons for using the ciaus

In a letter in The Age last month, M
Wade said there were many circumstances |
which proceedings in the Supreme Co
were inappropriate. This was recognised 1
the Constitution itself and by the Gover
ment and the Opposition, provided appre
priate safeguards were in place. She said t
Government had created the safeguards.

“Far from displaying a cavalier dlsposit
towards the Constitution Act, the actions ¢
the Government reflect the appropria
gravity with which it approaches moves |
alter the jurisdiction of the Supreme Cou
Mrs Wade said.

In the Law Institute Journal last mont
Mrs Wade said the Kennett Government h:
made a conscious attempt to rein in t
excesses of executive government. it had |
troduced the scrutiny of acts and regulatlo
committee, a step ignored three times by t
previous Labor Government after it wasr
ommended by the legal and constitutio-
committee in March 1990.

—

for breaches of professional stan-
dards or dismissed under the
1993 Teachers Act. The same
applies to school principals under
the Teaching Service amendment
Act and to any member ol the
council of the Institute of Educa-
tional Administration who loses
office.

in the WorkCover Act the
Government took away the
court’s jurisdiction over decisions
on workers' claims made by the
new WorkCover Authority. a self-
insurer or the recommendations
of conciliators and gave it to the
County Court and the Magistrates
Court with no right of appeal.

There was also no right of

appeal to the Supreme Court on

action according to law or chal-

lished the City of Melbourne Act it

claim was lodged outside a

the rulings of medical panels who
are the sole arbiters over the
extent of work-related injuries.
And the new act confirmed a
Kirner Government ceiling on the
level of damages the court could
award to an injured worker in 2
common-law case.

But the reform that last year
established the Local Govern-
ment Board broke new ground in
totally tying the court’s hands.

It was the first of a number of
acts that expressly prohibited
legal proceedings through prerog-
ative writs seeking the granting of
orders to quash, prohibit, require

lenge authority or seeking a dec-
laration of right or an injunction.

It also prohibited anyone from
seeking an order on any grounds.
including absence of jurisdiction,
under the Administrative Law Act
of 1978.

It was used to block any legal
moves that might have interfered
with the statewide review of local
government, which has resulted
in the forced amalgamation of
councils, the suspension of coun-
cil elections and the replacement
of sacked councillors with non-
elected commissioners.

When the Government estab-

again forbade the Supreme Court
from entertaining writs or the use
of the Administrative Law Act so it
could appoint city commissioners
and have control over the timing
of the next city council elections
and the number of councillors to
be elected.

The Government has also used
the clause to protect its revenue
base. The Supreme Court cannot
entertain proceedings for the
recovery of licence fees, duties or
other payments to the state under
the State Tax Act. It cannot hear a
case claiming the return of money
paid to the state by mistake if the

month limit and it cannot he
recovery of debt proceedi”
under the Rural Finance Act tl
abolished the Victorian Econo
Development Corporation.

Tn a whole raft of acts it inch
ed the clause to protect gove
ment officers, special investi
tors. health department case--
auditors, health visitors, doct
school councils, public autho
board members from legal cla
in the Supreme Court for act.
commission or omission com
ted in good faith in the course
their duties.
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A park would be their grand prix

"Do you hear the people sing, sing-
il le song of angry men.
1] e music of a people who will
n e staves again.'

— Les Miserables

T WAS like ascene out of one
of lohn Diedrich's own mu-
sicals. There was actor and
singer Diedrich. accompa-
nied by the convenor of the Save
Albert Park group. Mr lain Stew-
af -nd backed by a chorus of
n- le class Melburniaiis and old
lii I. going out to face a mob of

ret the incongrous setting for
this confrontation was not the
barricades of revolutionary
I- e. but the children's adven-
ti playground in Albert Park
k wk

1ne protesters, wearing yellow
ribbons and singing their protest
sono _ "Do you hear the people
si — were Irving to save their
bi 5d Albert Park from the first
w ds of the bulldozers and the
iree-cutters. sent in as part of the

Despite the release of plans by the
Slate Government and Grand Prix
organisers this week for the
constniction of a car racing track at
Albert Park, the Save Albert Park
group is not giving up the fight.
Sue Neales reports.

Grand Prix racing track at Albert
Park.

For many of this group, it was
the first time they had ever been
involved with demonstrations.
The first time they had been on
the “other side" of the law from
the police. The first time they had
had to learn non-violent civil dis-
obedience tactics, contemplate
the possibility of arrest and the
spectre of a black mark on their

loanna Johnson of Port Mel-
bourne. who describes herself as
a "middle-aged, conservative,
hard-working and law-abiding
citizen, who even voted for lefi®
(Kennett) ", was one of the Save
Albert Park group who faced the
police on the morning of 7 No-
vember, as they proceeded to
make 21 peaceful arrests.

Ms lohnson admitted, in a let-
ter published in The ~ge this
week, that she found the whole
ordeal difficull and frightening.

"My story typifies manv In the
Save the Park movement," she
wrote. "The vast majoritv have
never been involved in acts of civ-
il disobedience before. But we are
quickly losing our innocence".

Many sceptics, including the
government and the organisers of
the Grand Prix event, Melbourne
Grand Prbt Promotions, admit to
being surprised by the tenacity
and strength of the Save Albert
Park group.

Despite attempts to brand
them alternatively as disaffected
local residents whingeing solely

yard) reasons, or as a local group
hijacked by political opponents of
the State Government, neither
brush has left much tarnish.

It is clear simply from the Let-
ters to the Editor columns of The
Age. and other newspapers, that
their support is not confined to
the bayside suburbs of Middle
Park, South Melbourne and St
Kilda. Members come from as far
away as Ashburton, Beaumaris
and Croydon

And, while certainly the Albert
Park protest has become a focal
point for many Victorians worried
about the style of the Kennett
Government, especialiv its ap-
proach to the principles of de-
mocracy. there are no apparent
signs that the movement is a front
for the Labor Opposition.

Mr Stewatt says it has been a
deliberate tactic of the group to
remain free of any political tags.
He, despite some claims to the
contrary, is not a member of the
Labor Party, and believes there
are probablv equal numbers of
Labor and Liberal voters in the

"We have been at pains since
the beginning of the campaign in’
February to firstly establish and
then to protect our integrity and’
independence.” Mr Stewart said.

"Of course, the reality is that
our focus — getting the Grand’
Prbi moved from Albert Park to'
another location in Victoria — is
by its nature opposing govern-'
ment policy, and we can't deny
the decision to hold the Grand
Prix at Albert Park ocurs in a'
broader political conlejtt.

"It does mean there is a danger’
of us being used as a vehicle by
others to pu.sh their own agendas,
but 1 don't think there is any’
chance of that because organisa-
tionally we are so narrowly focus-'
ed and strong."

Even this week, despite the
release of plans to build the
Grand Prix track around Albert
Park on Tuesday and a pledge by
the State Government that the'
race at Albert Park would go
ahead, the SAP group says its re-,
solve is strengthening.

(iovernment's decision to build a

personal records.

From PAGE 20

The success and momentum of
the Save Albert Park group relies
on the dedication of its members,
its organisational efficiency, the
simplicity of its focus, and some
luck, admits lain Stewart.

.Most of its inner circle of mem-
bers are now part of a telephone
tree network, a system of calling
different "cells" of people urgent-
ly once a rapid demonstration
needs to be organised. On one re-
cent occasion, within 35 minutes
of the telephone tree being acti-
vated, more than 100 protesters
turned up at the children's play-
ground.

Training is also central to the
group's impact. All potential pro-
testors have attended weekend
and night meetings at special lo-
cations arcund the neighbour-
hood, to be taught die rights and
wrongs of :he peaceful, non-vio-
lent protest game.

Groups such as the Wilderness
Societ)’, the Fairlea Women 's Pris-
on vigil ard the Firzroy Legal Ser-
vice have discussed their experi-
ences with peaceful resistance
and advi,sed on the associated le-
gal issue* at the training work-
shops.

Offici-als have also been ap-

pointed within the group, wear-
ing arm-bands clearlv identifying
themselves as police liaison ofii-
cers, protest peace-keeping mar-
shals, legal ohserx'crs, medical of-
ificers or press liaison people,
' At the firs: hint of anv demon-
strator getting out of hand, failing
to bi! peaceful or refusing to obey
instructions from the protest or-
ganisers, apeace-keeping warden
Will remove them from the dem-
onstration.

"Most of the people in our
group are middle class and
middle aged Melburnians who
have nevei been involved with
anyihing like this before,” .said
Save Albert P.irk campaign direc-
tor. Ms lenn Chandler.

"These wtrkshops were neces-
sary to teack people about peace-
ful, non-vhlent demonstration
and what their rights are alter
they becorie arrested. "

I'he resili is that none of the
proiestersare naive about the son
of light hey have coinrnitied
themselvs to. All are prepared to
stand inthe rain, rotate on vigil
rosters, le in front of bulldozeis
and, if lecessary, be arrested in
an eflor to save their park.

liur i ha® been made dear to
everyoie that the the fighl is a
philosiphical battle with rules.
The agiinient is with the State
(Movement, to get the Grand Prix
movel from Albert park, not a
narrnv anger to he laktui out on a

for NIMBY (Not-in-my-back-

*There is a danger of us being used as a irlncle by others tn push

few unfortunate Melbourne Parks
and Waterways employees trying
to construct the Grand PrL\ track
and associated infrastructure.

Local police have also been
kept informed of the group's
plans, in return for agreeing to re-
move any protestors from the
demonstrations at the request of
organisers.

Mr Stewart said this pro\ision
was necessary to prevent poten-
tial charges that the demonstra-
tions have been taken over by
"rent-a-crowd" protesters in the
future, such as were made in the
ugly Richmond Secondarj' Col-
lege demonstrations earlier this
year.

Another big help in the battle to
sustain public and media interest
in the debate, savs Mr Stewart, is
that the C.rand Prix — and in par-
ticular the handling of the deci-
sion-making process bv the Go-
vcernemnt — has become a major
poliiiral issue.

Mr Stewart said that contrary to
claims by the premier, Mr Ken-
iieti. the Save Albert Paik group
was noi anti-Victorian or anti-
Siaic. hut simply seeking to save
pan ol the heritage of Melbourne
for luture generations.

Other key iiiHuences in the de-
bate have been;

« the historical importance of Al-
bert Park to Melbourne since the
Iflnik:

group's ranks.

« itisregarded as a park for all of
Melbourne, not just the local
community’;

« the relative affitience of people
who want the Grand Piix moved
means the campaign is well-re-
sourced, and

« the large numbers of articulate
and high-profile academics, art-
ists and professionals living in the
area.

"There is also the .symbolism of
this move — to manv Melbur-
nians the city is about parks, gar-
dens, culture and traditionalism,
not about glitz, fast life, ailvertis-
ing, and money that the Grand
prix has come to represent, " Mr
Stewart said.

While the public face of the
Save Albert Park group is lohn
Diedrich and his passivi' |ni.ies
tors, bedecked in yellow ribbons,
being arrested at the construction
site, there is a much more sophis-
ticated campaign going on be-
hind the scenes.

On another level, the group is
continuing to keep the pressure
on the Government poliiicnily
over the issue, using Irefdoni of
Information and othiM 1 ; J avi
nues to questioi’ I-*w die Grand
Prbt came to Allien Park.

At the same time, international
Formula One racing chief, Mr
Beriiie Ecclestone, is being kept
fully aware of tlie continuing re-
sentment and disconteni the

Continued: PAGE 21

their own agenda:

holding of the race at Albert Park
is causing.

Save Albert Park representa-
tives are also lobbying potential
advertisers interested in market-
ing their goods \'iathe Melbourne
(".rand Prix. 1 hey are asking these
corporate sponsors if thev reallv
want their product's image to be
coupled with an event that is. or
may well become, a s\mbol for
community discord.

The final plank of the campaign
is to win support from other influ-
ential organisations in the com-
munity. Last Tuesday, for
example, was the first time the
national director of the Australian
Conservation Foundation, Ms
Tricia Caswell, had publicly put
the weight of the mainstream en-
vironenmtal movement behind
the Kelocate the Grand Prix push.

And the support of the union
movement, ivith its ability to stop
work on construction sites, is cru-
cial, if the building of the track is
to be delayed. A meeting of the
Victorian Trades Hall Council
executive is expected to consider
the issue on Mondav night.

"Il he game certainly isn't up
yet," Mr Stewart said. "Of course,
from time to lime | get despon-
dent and wonder if the campaign
is futile and we are all beating our
heads against a brick wall."

"Hut what we are doing in this
campaign is pulling out brick bv
brick from that wall. "
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B8y DARRIN FARRANT
arvd THOMAS TAYLOR

The South Melbosrne Councll yes-
terday attacked the plan to stage
the Australian Grand Prix around
Albert Park Lake, claimimg It
could cayse lonR-term damage to
surroundimg parkiamd. .

A leading land valuer alse
warned that néarby resiidiential

e Grand Prix sibstani:edls
encroached on public parkland.

But many local resldemis ahd
nearby St Kiida City Council £35>8
a cautieus “elcome to yr3AATay-s
announcemerit that AlbeM Frk
aould hbe home to the Austidilien
Grand Prix from 1997,

The Mavor of South Melbo:jrne.

Appendix 14

Farrant, D,, and Taylor, T.,

Counclllor Frank O'Connor, yes-
terday called for the race to be
held In the Dockilamdss arear™
describing the Albert Park Lake
area and formuia one motor rac-
ing as “imcompatiie. The pro-
posed clrewit falls entirely within
Soulh Melbowrmes bevndaries.
"Obviously (Staging the race)
won't just mvelte upgrading the
strratis to be used.” he sald. “The
Tr.dndstamds, har-

25 twv

be N sl It riam if 2R
be built on the parklamds "

Counciltor O'Connor sald the de-
ctéitm conflicted with the Govern-
ment's ricoe niv Mated master plan
1o¥ Albertt PPhrk, wihich had défsig-
nated the atea ar mmmly for paiy
She reereational p-mpeses.

The Maver ¢ { %t Kilge. Council:

The .:me, December 18, 1993, p.8

N T

tor Tim Costello. sald last might
thial-Jhe expected Influx of Grand
Prix spectators would previde an
importaat boost to the lecetras!
my. particutarily for hotels and
restauramts.

Although Councllier Ceselle
acknowlediged that Increased traf:
fic and noise would anncy SOME
residentd: he.said he was confident
that prtper consiltatien and plan-
AiRg Pv <~ie and local Bovern:

ron Todd '+ hue Veiyers. NF Scett
Keck, sild the Grane Pnx »auld
affect residential preserty PFIEES
it it involwed 1378F biiltlicS beiRg
eref{ted on parkiand

"Mhatt would be exty4Tely
unfertwmate.” he said ~AibeFl
parik it a strongly supported recFe

ational facility. It's one of the mMa:
jor factors — amd.s vexy povitive
1< e tieendng valiesin that
tea,

“Maior parkiand in urban areas
shouldm't be remo\ed at any cost,
and if it only for Gne =eek & vear,
it would b~ a terrttkr cost fer the
other M weeVs'

Mr Keck wid the Gfant PHX
sheoulet 11 the prices cf “omrncr:

FESS. hme e mm vy ren d

A

of the ourhiint He hVidcd Hoal
expected in IMGTNSE 1R S Ruf-
ber of hetede ar.d renvess HIEFIRE
t-mif e v S0 10 thE af6E
R'em tefir re 2 gxte fof ine

hait tjisrn set. race fans were ring:
ing the Fidiss4n President Hotel
in Quee3 Pnad and asv.ng to

"Fear and Antieipation ever G,P,

reseme big chunks of the hotel
overioziking the planned Fatce:
track. The calls were fewx = oRly
8bout 26 — but the orders efe
mammutth- blocks of 25 rooms. 50
roems and more.

Sitting on the outskimls of the
city, the Radis=cm Presidemt has
oftem lost the biysiness of tourists
who prefer cr-mtral city hotels But
yesterday, after the announce-
mend. the phone begam ringing.

HTR i PR 7T WU ST o | Vo3 Y
director of relies and MaFkeling.
Mr I-d By wesiediday
Melbeummne s tciel Imdostry,
wiich cailier this year Soo™mme-
dated 25"l PoieIimns, wikl face a
siinilizr 1t sihen arout 20,600 Vit
torx rifectted ferm Ne* Seelh

Blan’',

Wales join smaller growps of touf:
Ists from thie other states and QVer:
seas for the formulka one race.

Mamy local residemts sald yes-
terday they w(ere happy (o put up
with a week's incoovemlence to
their lives each year. Most salid
they had given little thought te the
Ide of renting out their homes leF
the Gramd Prix weekend.

"1 guess you've st got 1o take
the gked with the hed.” sald MF

from the pregiesed eiFsuit;

“I'd like to see 11 1 thisk W8
great (or Victoriie. a real coup, as
ey way .. It will maintain Mel:
tgurme's status as the Country’s
sporting capitall. It should glve Vic-
toriz a real boa<t ™

iR

Mr Russell sald his only eon-
cerms were that local residenis

‘waowld sUIl be able to park In the

streets outside thelr homes, and
that local busimesses could operate
normeallly..

Mrs Edith Mathesonm, 58, sald
she was looking for»ard (o the
events arrival Mrs Matheson has
lived in South Melibowrne since the
1950s, whem the Australlsi Grand
Prix was last staged at Albert

remember there belng a lot of
neise last time, but I don't thimk 1t
will be too bad,” Mgs Matheson
smnd. Anvway, we're pretty used to
activity areumd here at nights,
What with the Sky Show and things
like that.”



Porbes,
The Age,

In the fast lane; R'.n W

Sccti

r~"HE man behind Melbourne's
formula one Grand Prix coup
jfsitrday predicied thai the
Ausiratian Motorc)cle Grind Prli
Hould fclurn lo Viciorl*.

The chairman ol the Melbourne
Major K>enJs Company. Mr Ron
Walker, who spoke to "The Sunday
A~ al the Albert Park Lake sMe,
rfve»ted hou the deil was secretl)
niad” in March — six months before
the contract was forinalty approved.
Me said he made a handihakf deal
Milb the {nicrnaiionai {ormula one
organiser. Mr Bernle Ecciestone. to
bring the race to Melbourne at a
meetinf! In London.

Appendix 15

M7,

and Thompson,
December

Alfo ai ihe meeting >"ere tvo
Major Lvi-nis Company lawyers and
a Carlim an-) United Breweries so-
licitor and director. .Mr Ken Carnle.
Mr Carnlc's presence Indicates that
CUB — which withdrew Its sponsor-
ship Irom the Adelaide race (his year
— plaved a key role In the move.

Sources said thai CUB, Crown Cas-
ino and the lob”~cco company PhUIp
Morris were st to be the main spon-
sors of th" Melbourne Grand Prix,
which K estimated to cost million
to run over the )«-ar8 from 1»97.

V.Iclorla's Spores Minister. Mr Tom
Kcvnolds. ronlirtned >esierday that
the Governrni-nt had guaranteed ;o

back tobacco advertlsinR at the
Grand Prix.
Ahhouyh j~h~ Premier.” Mr Jeff

Kennettrsald taxpayers would not

S,

19, 1994,

fund the race, the,Government is be-
lieved to have underwritten aloan to
the Major Fvtnis Company to enable
‘the deal.

Pritatp sponsorship would proside
the fuDdinc, Mr Ualker said.
alihou{>h the race would probably
onl> Just break even.

Mr Walker said that Mr Eccie-
stone — who also controls the moior>
c)cle grand prii — had been
impr«-ss*d b> Melbourne's passion
for sport, its ~btlits lo stage big
events and the r-ntr.utlasm wlih
which il had pu'rsu’ d (he formula one
racr

"I can assure >ou the motorcscit
Grand Prft will return to Phillip
Island.” Mr Ualker said, "Il's only a
matter of lime.

"The contract with Eastern Creek

p.1

(in S>dne>l expires In a coupie ol
v'-ars” lime and it will be up for nego-
tiation. wp ire pursuing that and I've
Ic-ld John Fahps thai."

The South Australian Government
has bitterly attacked the moie after
l«-arning of the decision only on

Thursda). despite the formal deal
wiih the Major Events Company
heini; slpned on Il September.

Mr VValker rejected criticism from
senior South Australian Liberals lor
laving th» rvfni Irom Adelaide.
The> hav lhreatpnid lo move
against Mr Walkrr s position ai fed-
eral trea'ur~r of the Liberal Party
next year.

"If the ~oulh Australian Liberals
can lind a treasurer who can raise
the money Instead of sltling around

Feturt nXiul VHTIMA

lalking ahoul It. f would firp down
tomorrow.” Mr Walker safd.

"l am absolute!) ccnlldent that if
Melbourne hadn'i selied the opportu-
nity It would have pone oserseas.

"11 will locus Melt>ouroe. Austra-
lia. in 121 countries and SM million
people will actually see what Mel-
bourne's all about. That's the great
Joy of thls.-

The ma>or of South .Melbourne,
Councillor hranfc'TJ'Connof, »aT?..tSe
Grand PHx wou[d_be_FboAsi'or Mel-
bourne and vicloria. but be wanted

Ko~i~crai“Ro.ad area, rather than
open parkland.
Mr  ffalker said the critfclsftis

were premature unnf iRe couBcll
‘savr thr plans for'nie pfecTnci.
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risky, tribunal told
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Sparks 21 Arrestse”
The Age

By DAVID McKENZIE,
economics correspondent,
Canberra
The Federal Government's plan
to impose fringe benefits tax on
employee share ownership
schemes looks doomed, ivith the
coalition set to join the Australian
Democrats in opposing the pro-
posal.

A rejection of the initiative
would be a setback for the (Jov-
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ernment. which was looking to
wipe out tax evasion rons by ex-
ecutives.

If the enabling legislation is re-
jected twice by the .Senate, it
could also form the basis for a
double dissolution for the Gov-
ernment.

The coalition looks certain to
vote to oppose the tax measure at
a party meeting todav. This
would ensure the defeat in the
«Senate of the enabling legislation,
which is due to be considered to-
day in the House of Representa-
tives.

The shadow treasurer. Mr Cos-
tello. has been critical of the

Grand Prix clash
sparks 21 arrests

By SUE MEALES.

Victorian affairs editor

The row between organisers of
the Grand Prix car race and pro-
testers against the event being
held at .Albert Park intensified
yesterday with a clash between
police and demonstrators result-
ing in 21 arrests.

About 80 members of the Save
Albert Park group gathered in rain
and hail to try to prevent contrac-
tors for the .Melbourne Parks and
Watenvays authority from erect-
ing a fence around the children's
adventure playground in the
park.

Claiming the fence was linked
to the Stan of earth-moving works
and the construction of a new
race circuit road adjacent to the
playground, the demonstrators
stood around pole sites to prevent
their placement.

About 18 police warned them
that further impediment would
lead to arrests. Chanting and

singing peacehiily. the 21 dem-
onstrators were arrested before
the fence was built.

.mong those arrested were tiie
ABC broadcaster Mr Peter Couch-
man. the convenor of the Save
/'dbert Park group. .Mr lain Stew-
an, and the actor Mr lohn Died-

after their names had been taken,
with a summons to be issued lat-
er. Or .oel McLachlan. a retired
academic, was arrested twice and
taken to the South Melbourne
police stadon, where he was later
released.

Inspector Garry Schipper. who
was in charge of yesterday s
police operation, said the arrests
were made under a section of the
Lands Act that prevented people
from impeding work on Crown
land.

“l don't enjoy arresting people
— but I'll expect we ivill be here
almost every day now until the
Grand Prix is run. so we had
better get used to each other.’

Further passive protests are
expected today, when an estimat-
ed 200 trees around the former
Hellas soccer ground are sched-
uled to be cut down.

A spokeswoman for the Minis-
ter for Police and Tourism, Mr

McNamara. said the protesters
were misguided demonstrating
about the fence, since it had

nothing to do with the Grand Prix.

“All this work is pan of a strate-
gy plan released by Melbourne
Parks and VVatenvays iast year to
beautify the park: it would have
happened irrespective of an event

rich. like the Grand Prix being
.Most were released on the spot announced." she said.
frory Starj-e-rf at s/a(verr-  pAAK

move, announced in May, but de-
clined to commit the coalition lo
a course of action until the legis-
lative details were presented to
Parliament in late October.

Since then, the mood in the co-
alition appears to have hardened
substanti®y against the propos-
al. The Democrats have been con-
sistent opponents of the Govern-
ment's plans, and several
companies have warned that the
new tax arrangements would
threaten the viability of their
e.visting share schemes.

Under the Government's pro-
posal. fringe benefits tax on
income paid in the form of shares
through employee share acquisi-
tion schemes would replace
income tax, effectively shifting
the tax liability from workers to
employers. Tax would be paid
when share options were issued,
not when they were exercised.

Exe.mptions would be available
where shares were in the empiov-
ee's own company and held for
benveen five and io years, but in
most cases the tax-free amount

would be a maximum of S500 a
year per employee.

The Government wanted to
stamp out tax avoidance by high
income earners, who it claimed
had been able to divert large
amounts of their salaries into
share schemes.

It also wanted to open up such
schemes to more employees and
integrate the schemes with indus-
trial relations reform.

But opposition to the move has
centred on the additional cost to
employers and the potenual drain

on national savings if e.xisti
new schemes are threatenei
estimated 170,000 empi
share schemes are in operai

However, companies sue
BHP, Pacific Dunlop. Tubem,
and Cadbury-Schweppes
put plans for emplovee s
schemes on hold pendine
outcome of the Governm®
legislation.

According to the Demot
this could cost the Governi
around SIOO million in lost i
nue.

Picture: MICHAEL CLAYTONA"
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roi tactics under lire, Victoria PoUce send 70 officers to a protest

It wrong' in gay club raid

Demonstrators ~ try to stop a truck enterm, the Grand Prix construction

site at Albert Park yesterday.

Picture: JOHN WOUDSTRA

Police arrest 54 Grand Prix protesters in crackdown

if."
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By DUGALD JELLIE

and ANNA KING MURDOCH
Police arrested 54 people al lhe
Grand Prix construction site at
Albert Park yesterday in a crack-
down on protesters hindering
the project.

Among those arrested were
the convenor of the Save Albert
Park group, Mr lain Stewart, and
Ms )ulia Hamer, daughter of the
former Victorian Premier Sir
nuperl Hamer.

About 90 members of the
group had gathered outside the
construction area to prevent
trucks from entering, after the
Grand Prix Corporation erected

the western side of the lake yes-
terday morning.

The chief executive of the Mel-
bourne Grand Prix Corporation,
Ms ludith Griggs, said workmen
ilad erected the fence yesterday
in the interests of public safety
to keep people away from the
construction zone.

"I fully respect the right of any
people to protest, whether about
tile Grand Prix or anything else,
but if people break the law it Is a
matter for the police and lhe
authorities." Ms Griggs said.

A representative of lhe Grand
Prix Corporation, Mr BUI Pea-
cock, told protesters that the

inwTiil ntnmnn-

cy of the parkland and had
revoked the protesters' right to
be in the area.

About 70 police warned the
protesters, most wearing yeUow
armbands, that further obstruc-
tion of the site around the for-
mer HeUas soccer club would
lead to arrests. The protesters
refused to move and arrests fol-
lowed.

Each of the arrested protesters
will be issued with a summons
for being in a cordoned-oll area
of the Grand Prbi circuit; 49 were
also charged with trespass. None
of the protesters resisted arrest.

Acting Superintendent Bob
Snell. who was in charge of yes-
terdav's rolice operation said

the large number of police
attending the blockade was not a
deliberate ploy to adopt strong-
arm tactics on demonstrators.

A protest organiser, Ms lenni
Chandler, said the large number
of arrests would only strengthen
the resolve of the demonstrators
to slop construction of the rac-
ing circuit.

One of the arrested demon-
strators, Mr lohn Scheffer, from
Elstemwick, said he was object-
ing to the State Government's
turning public land to private
use. "It stinks. The Government
said this park would only be
used for a few weeks each year,
but alreadv we are not allowed to
enter this ai®a." lie said.

Poiicing must
remain open to
public scrutiny

Commeni

GERARD RYLE

Thr priiuiplo Ihat the Vktoiiii
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Neales, S,, "kamett Unveils Melbourne's Grand Prix Masterplan, and "Launch Drives Home Point

About the Great Grand Prix De%

L T

laumeh drives home a point a

it cars. noise. pynetechnics,

iize and hvpe were ail there at

weIims razzEatazz launch at
vatt Hotel ol the Goverm-

s viang {or Asbers Park and

- any Prix trask,

A 4, were the demonstra-
ween 400 and 500 ot
‘Mifie the hotel shouung
“mimon to putting a lor-
»car race in one oi Mel-

sidest oarks.

. ‘he Premier. Wr Ken-
he chiet executive of
$ Grand Prix Promo-

et Ul

The Age, Nov

hyells Mel
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Bv SUE NEALES.

Victortan attasrs edilor
Tiie IRNTRRERIS RAsierpilis
iBF AlBdPR Park .IRd iRe Mel:
HAItFRR IR PRt eifeult wers
liRvRilen vestereay: ihid EominY:

AR nifceRAHie 3BBUI e extent

its rennomic benetits 10 Wic-
wona.

‘ipponenis ot the lormuia one
wrand ' car rage heme held at
Allpere Pank also vowen (o comiin-
ug their carpajen vi rolitical lob-
RV anM neacerm) disFuntion.
while the Premusr. Mr Kemnett.
Jdmiited some rowen davs’ i
cQntrentauen lav anead.

¢ Kenaetd grsertbed the
fiwand Prx as p umane and un-
paralleled uream pvent for uie
state, wnien wauld locus inter-
Ratienal atteniion on Melbourne
and benerit all Yictorans.

The Melbourne 1wand Prix is

4 10 he a carmival ot car racing,
sombined with Moomba. hnat
FacIng. lamily entematiment and
~OREeMAs, Lxtendme over a week
father than lour Aavs, as in Ade-
iaide.
Mr Kennett said the Grand Prix
sheuld break uven of make a
smail projit, atracitng a crowd o
mere tham 130.000 Sug he
declined o give eials ot anv
0st-benelit stugies conducted by
the trovermment o \usufv its $164
million ouilay.

#f Kennett said there wouid be
an economic benelit. but the
public would have to wait unul
“We tirst race had been run to see
the =conomic vutcome tor the
taie.

Mr Kennett dismissed the nres-
2nce it about 400 aratesters oiit-
side (ne [Hvatt Hotel vesteraav
mornme. where the niajts for the
-irana Prix were unvetled, as a
“0ca mInonty.

The nund an is part of the

nt

Qe

fand PR

repLowAl

NUYLTULt (OJf 1NE AURE < D

W:SAM)YSCHEUEHA

Promng for a change ofidsearr. Srovesters want owsribhe Fite, iifére Yiihs 18 e iR P oty unvelled.

no other event could,” Mr Ken-
nett said.

‘We undetstand there are
iome who would sull have this
event in another location. but the
park is not a possession ot a tew.
itis tor the enjoyment of manv —
w1d uldmatetv Abert Park will be
i park worth having and a park
worth ceiebrating.

The

# Grandstand seating lor 45.000,
@ Six new indoor sports build-
ings, convernng to race pit facili-
tes.

@ The 352 million Melbourne
sports and aouauc centre,

@ An extension of the new Hellas
soccer grolind to seat 20,000,

@ A car Expo and historic race fo
run dunne Grand Prix week.

last December that it had secured
1 i0-year contract tor the Austra-
lian Grand Prix 1o be held in Mel-

it
wsll add gmergy o our societv.
build contidemce nmnont the
peooie. rreate lobs. add to our
economic weaith and position

Grnent

ll was prohabtv not far frem a
ot the Méithnurie

SUE NEALES
VICTORIAN AFFRIRS EDITOR

tlons. s hidith Griggs, were
expounding on the lienetits af
the Grand Prix to all Vieterians:
Butside. (he benners read
"Keep Albert Park for the
People’, "Relocate the Grand
Prix“ and "Kemmett Treats
Democracy with Comefnei*.
passing bus drivet added fils
awv{ﬂ aoqaﬂ “3hioot the blosdy
8f

publlcs ulvm views,

Polls show that hetween 25
per cent and 40 per cent of Vic-
torians remain opposed to the
Grand Prix at Albert Park.

At yesteraays lavish launch,
the minister with responsibilltv
for the Grand Prix. Mr MoNa-
mara. deciared that mothing
whuld prove more symbolic nt
the “rebirth of Victoria” than
bringing the Grand Prix to Mel-

this v ly in a wav

The Ironv Is that he is proba-
blv vight. But more hecause a de-
bate between keeomg the park,
with all the feellnes ot calm.
peace and cultural Meibourne it
engenders, ana hosting an inter-
natfonal motor race. with its
associations of monev, noise.
advertising and action. is quint-
essential to 10 many ef the
e{mim few eenfronting thls
elty.

Little attempt was made to
pretetid yesterday, as feared.
that the blg anpeuncement was

bourne. iing the race irom
Adelaide.

Features ot the new Albert Park
and jrand Prix track will include:
@ A5 3-kilometre circuit runming

all about making Atbert Park a
better park and. incidentaily.
addIng a tirand Prix race .

Instead Mr Kenmert and Ms
Griggs were more straightfor-
ward, and ultimrstety politically
smart,

Thev made It plain that the
unvelling vas 3 &elebﬁﬁ% et
Melboukaesy ! m w.
wmmnghem%

Eenem aaﬁ smaii%mf {Sf

eA in the number of
spons grounas.

The Governmemtt ajso
announced that Walt Disney fam-
ilvententainment would be stared
at the Hetlas soccer ground dur-
ing the race. A big video screen
would be set up tor picnicking
famtiies 1n the goif :ourse

out the sreat GrARA PriX deBalé

Accordingly. thelr (lrst task
had been to desighi and pert@ct at
Albert Park ihe best Grand Prix
circutt Ln the world.

s not an approach the Save
Albert Park protestess are likely
to applaud.

But for the vast mrlority
Vietorians just the awlfv i riwé
out more abott both sldes of
afg«mm MII be g ap%mlm@ =

Hx 8HgaR:
Isérs how km the\!- doprs HB@H
to eontiiuteg puble tRpuL:

trees in the park wili be cut down.
aceording to the masterplan. par-
tiettarly alone Augntie Drive.

But Mr Jetf Fiova. the head of
the Melboume Parks ana Water-
ways. which manages Altvert Park,
said more than 5000 new trees
would be piantea.

He denied there would be any
loss of public space in the park’

Mr Kennett said the Grand Prix
track wouid be finishea m time
for the Maren 1936 event. waith tne
tirst construction pnase inciuding
the closure ana realisnment of
Augnue Drive within weeks.

"We will have a tew rough davs.
but you cant let a few hundred
peopie stand In the wav ot pro
gress of 17 the way of the commis-

" Mr Kenneu said.

The chief executive of Mel:
boume Grand Prix Promouens.
Ms lugith Gnpgs. said there was
no doubt the Grand Prix would
:ome to Melbourne in [996:

A sookesman for the Save
#bert Park groun. Mr fohn Die-
drich. yesterday accused the
‘loxernment of compromising
evervimng to build a race wacx in...
the park.

‘There is nothing in these
plans to allay our fears for Avert
Bark or to suggest that we cant
get tie race relocated. so we wll
cORtinue our cammign for as iong
as it takes.” Mr Diedrich said,

PAGE 19: Editoniat:

Foramiia one driver gives the
thurmbs tp to cireuit plans

Although the real test will come
when he dnves it for the first time
Under race conditions. srmula
one dnwer David Bracham tesk
an eanyv liking to we final plafs
for the new Albert Park Grand Prix
circuit vesterdav.

“It has a combination of slew
and fast corners and quiek
straients wnich formula Bfie €af
neea,” Brabham said at yester:
days unverling 8f the Cifetit
plans.

At 5.26 kilometres, the track is
much longer than manv ot the
street circuits used in lormulz.
one, Adelade is 3,78 kilometres
while Monaco is 3,32 kilometres,

Track designers predict a lao
time of | minute and 30 seconds
with an average speed of
205 kmh.

Braoham said the circuit would
be a big test of brakes because of
the combinauon oflongsweepmyg
sections and tight comers,

~= Colin Young,

i,

[ ATE]




