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entity consumed solely by a desire to defeat Communism. Its
agenda was far more complicated. Indeed, had it not been
diversified in its aims, the DLP, he contends, would not have
commanded twenty years in the political limelight."? Certainly the

DLP's 1972 publication, Guidelines To Policy and Attitudes.

highlights the multi-dimensional nature of Democratic Labor
policy. The family, economics, social organisation, and issues
related to patriotism were all given extensive coverage by the
Party.%3

Secondly, it is necessary to identify a link between DLP
policy and populist ideology. The term ‘populist’, in itself, is
difficult to define. The word ‘populist’ has evolved into an
umbrella term used to ‘house’ a variety of ideologies and political
parties.“4 The American Populist Party, the Russian
Narodnichestvo, Peronism, and various independent movements
in Africa have all been labelled ‘populist’.15 All these political
entities have articulated their own definitions of populism.

Indeed, as Peter Love explains in Labor and the Monev Power:

Australian Labour Populism 1890-1950, the term remains the

subject of debate within the confines of social analysis.46 However,
despite this obvious web of inconclusiveness, some consistencies
do seem to exist within the populist debate. Both Gavin Kitching in

Development and Underdevelopment In Historical Perspective and

42ipid p.32.

43].T.Kane(Ed). Gnidelines To Policv_ And Attitudes. pp.5,8,10,14,22,23,28,29,32.

44p Love. Labour And The Money Power: Australtian Labour Populism 1890-1950. p.1.

45ibid p.2.

46ipid p.3. 37
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rhetoric would be shelved, and replaced by loans that could be
adjusted to suit a family's budget.52

Throughout the 1940s, the Movement and later the
Industrial Groups via their paper, Freedom. constantly brought
forward a program supporting home ownership for families.
Freedom's dedication to the family unit and home ownership was
fully outlined in July 1946: “All should be able to possess their
own family homes on blocks of land each adequate for normal
family needs. The machinery to provide this should ensure that all
are able effectively to exercise this right”53 Freedom argued that
social welfare via commission houses, were not the answer for
promoting “contented family existence”. The paper believed that
the family home went beyond satisfying material needs. More
importantly, it was an area supposed to create and foster a unique
sense of moral and emotional sustenance.>4 These ideas have
recently been echoed by B.A. Santamaria, who stressed that the
family is infinitely more superior to maintaining society than any
form of government bureaucracy or social service.>>5

The Movement’'s and, later, Industrial Groups’ dislike for
government bureaucracy in the familial area was spelled out
throughout 1946. In June of that year Freedom criticised the
Victorian Housing Commission for building homes that were
designed only for rental purposes. In accordance with the
Movement's and Industrial Groups’ belief in the family unit,

Freedom called on the government to install programs that would

52ipid p.42.
S3Frandnm-News Weeklv, 24 July 1946, "Poinl Eleven- Family Homes For All", p.5.

S4jpid.
S5gantamaria, op.cit.
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