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7. Welfare Benefits.

Six students indicated that the family did not receive any benefits and one did not
know if the family received any benefits. Of those families who received benefits,
four received Education Maintenance Allowance, one unemployment benefits and one
student knew that both parents were on a pension but uncertain of which type.

No. of Responses

8. Occupation.
Chart 1
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Eight male parents and one female parent were in their own business, this included
one family business where both parents worked together in their own business. The
two next highest areas of occupations were manual/labourer and other. Six students
indicated that their mother was occupied in home duties, two indicated that both
parents were currently out of work and one indicated that an adult sibling was out of
work.

Student Interview Schedule
Refer to appendix 4.2 for results in interview schedule format.

Section 1.

1. Schools Attended between Years 5 and 9.

All students had attended one primary school and one secondary school between years
5 and 9. This question which was designed to consider transience became irrelevant to
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7. Rating of Shyness.

No. of Responses
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Chart4

Reported Rating of Shyness by No. of Responses
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Only one student indicated that they were fairly shy with the majority being either just
a bit shy or not shy at all.

8. Frequency of being Angry.

Chart5

Frequency of being Angry by No. of Responses
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11. Effect of Culture on Other Students Attitudes.

Four students believed that their culture had an affect on other students attitudes to

them. They indicated that:

» ‘students thought they were more of a trouble maker’ (because of their culture);

» ‘people sit on opposite sides of room, Australian — Others, they don’t
communicate’;

* ‘only affects some peoples attitudes’; and

» ‘there is a little bit of a divide between the cultures’.

Five indicated that culture was not an issue and four students were from an Australian

background.

12.  Effect of Religion on Other Students Attitudes.

A student’s religion did not appear to affect the attitudes of other students for the

majority of students in the sample group. Two students indicated that they were not

religious, nine indicated that their religion did not affect other students attitudes

towards them and the two students who indicated that religion was an issue indicated

that;

» ‘it is difficult to fit in, when your religion has for example special eating
requirements’; and

= ‘at first it was difficult but other people in the school are the same religion and
that makes it easier, they can stick together’.

Section 2.

1. Importance of an Education.

Chart7
Importance of an Education by No. of Responses
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No. of Responses

Chart9
Frequency of Unexplained/Unapproved Absences by No. of
Responses
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3. Type of Unexplained/Unapproved Absence.

No. of Responses

Chart 10
Type of Unexplained/Unapproved Absence by No. of Responses
8
7
7 E
6
5
4 S s
3 NS S A .
2
1
1
| 0
0 1 - pers T e 3 " LAY )+
A class Half a day A full day A combination of
all of these

Although five students indicated that they are normally absent for a full day the
majority of students normally had absences that were a combination of either a class,
a half day or a full day. One student indicated that he normally missed a single class

(or a couple of single classes in a day) but did on occasions miss full days.
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and three who thought that the curriculum irrelevant. Five students indicated that
they missed school due to reasons related to school work and six students indicated
that they would miss school to catch up on school work. One student stated that she
‘Missed school if the work isn’t going to be interesting and because sometimes she
sits there with nothing to do because other kids are behind.” Refer to chart 13
(Appendix 4.5) for full details of school reasons for missing school and the number of
responses given for each reason.

6. Notes.

All but one student was aware that their parents should provide a note explaining their
absence. Two students indicated that their parents didn’t know that they had to
contact the school regarding their absence. There were English language difficulties
at home for two students but four students were required to write notes for their
parents signature. Five students indicated that they did get notes from their parents
but often didn’t give it to the school. Nine students commented that they just forgot
to or kept forgetting to bring the notes.

5. Parental Knowledge.

No. of Responses

Chart 14
Parental Knowledge of Unexplalned/Unapproved Absence
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Clearly parents are aware of their child’s absence, with ten students indicating this
was the case. Another two students responded that their parents knew sometimes that
they were absent from school and only one student indicated that his parents did not
normally know when he was absent from school. The student who indicated that his
parents did not normally know he was absent from school, when asked how his
parents normally find out about his absence stated that “They don’t’.
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Appendix 2.2

Diagrammatical demonstration of the Political, Economic and Policy issues impacting on attendance.

Government Ideology
Neo-Conservative

Market Economy
Competition, Individualism,
Managerialism,
Minimal/Residual welfare

Education
¢ Schools/Managerialism
¢ Global Budgets

Welfare
¢ Youth Allowance

Employment
¢ Youth Unemployment

Retention Rates
e Completion of Year 12

® Global budgets based on per
capita funding rather than
needs means that welfare
competes with educational
needs.

® Changes to eligibility for youth
allowance requires young people
to either stay at school or be
dependent on parents

® High youth unemployment statistic
are a political disaster, a vote loser.

® Increases in retention rates
provides credibility for the
government in appearing to
address educational issues.

Research Conducted by Sheryl Tunnecliff
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¢ Education has become a
political and economic tool ;
is subject to the whims of
government ideology and
social pressures for
educational outcomes and
welfare support.

* Youth Allowance has been
linked to attendance levels at
VCE, where payments can be
withdrawn for failure to meet set
attendance requirements. Reeks
of ideology of mutual obligation.

® High youth unemployment levels
increase the government’s welfare
costs.

* A reduction in rates (which has
occurred since 1995) places
pressure on the government, due
to increased youth
unemployment statistics and
increased welfare costs. This is
however counteracted by the
criterion for Youth Allowance

® The role and scope of schools
has broadened with schools
now being seen as the place
to solve social issues

® This policy places many students
back into the education system
who may have in the past found
that school was not a place for
them. Issues then exist regarding
students’ motivation and level of
engagement.

¢ Youth unemployment requires
development and commitment to a
sound employment policy, creation
of jobs and a commitment to a
maximum level of unemployment.

¢ Is underpinned by the
assumption that education to
year 12 is a social and public
good and leads to future
employment or education.

® Per capita funding places
schools in competition with
each other for students,
therefore the need to be seen
to be successful and provide
more educationally. This
only serves to marginalize
those who require more
support to remain at school.

e Equates to forced education and
a shift to the family for financial
responsibility, with a
government withdrawal from
welfare support.

e The minimalising of youth
unemployment levels through
other policies avoids the need to;
make changes to the institution of
education; allow for different
learning needs and the
development of practices that
engage all students in learning.

e Whilst retention rates are
considered to be at an acceptable
level both politically and
socially, changes to educational
practices and structures are either
minimal or ignored.
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® A change to managerialistic
practices where reporting of
outcomes is considered to be
a reflection of success, looses
sight of the human element of
education.

Through policy change the
government is requiring schools
to be responsible for a diversity
of student needs as well as
being more responsive to those
needs, yet funding and
resources are inadequate to
meet all demands.

e Assumes that retention means
participation and engagement.
For some reality is forced
retention and disengagement.
Attendance levels are therefore
affected.

Global budgets with funding
on a per capita basis assumes
equality of needs but results
in inequality and the
reinforcing of existing
inequalities.

®  Schools have a monitoring
role with attendance in
relation to the Youth
Allowance. Statistics are
unreliable and inaccurate
and post registration
absences create ‘duty of
care’ issues for schools.
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Appendix 3.2

Student Interview Schedule

Please answer each question as honestiy as you can, with an answer as close as
possible to what you believe to be true. The information required is about your
absences in Year 9. It refers to the times you were absent from school either
without your parent/s permission or you were absent with your parents permission
and the school was not contacted explaining why you were absent. To answer
each question please tick the appropriate box or insert the necessary answer.

Section 1.

In this section I want to find out about you: how you feel about yourself and things
that happen at school.

1. How many schools have you attended between Years 5 and 9? D

2. Have you ever been expelled from school? Yes O No O
2.1 Ifyes, how many times? l_l
3. Have you ever been suspended from school? Yes [ No [J
3.1 Ifyes, how many times? l—l
4. How often do you get in trouble each week at school? (Please circle one)
2 2 2

More than About the same as Less often than

most kids. everyone else. most kids
5. How well do you feel you do at school work? (Please circle one)

e & & 4 &

Not well Below average Average Better Very well
[ usually fail than average
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6. Describe how well you think you fit in at school? (Please circle one)

& v 2 L 4 2
I don’t fit in at all I feel out of I only feel out I fit in okay I fit in well
I feel out of place place a lot of place some of most of the time
all of the time of the time the time
7. How would you rate how shy you are? (Please circle one)

& & e b 2
I’m extremely shy I’m fairly shy Don’t know I’mjust a I’m not shy

I’m not sure bit shy at all.

8. How often do you get angry at school? (Please circle one)

L Wb & 2 2

Often Sometimes Don’t know/Not sure Not often Rarely

8.1  Tell me about some of the situations at school when you get angry?

8855080080080 038803333 3883803 500400004550030030000008082380004805350000300000230500020808580503358850088800s

9, Do you ever get bullied at school?  Yes [] No [J

9.1 If yes, how often does it happen? (Please circle)

S v v 2 R
A lot (very often - Regularly Don’t know Only occasionally  Almost never
maybe even daily)  (say each week) Not sure

9.2 Can you tell me about some of the ways in which you get bullied?

2858080800000 00008006505083500083536533550553585503883550308005094833533050805330330058553002800085020800808080808080
0000000000000 00000000 0000000000000 0000RNEN0000000N0000000000000000000R000EER0000000000C00000008CROODLS

8808060880080 0808000800000000800000000008000003000005303003550335833593558093343585480353058835305880388 8540

10. Is there any teacher/s that you feel you have a good relationship with.
Yes [1 No O
10.1 If yes, please explain how that makes you feel different about school.

5605580880006 800088000508003506000080000000080280080088000000000800093880008050000050035000050088888090880s82
0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000RC0000s000SR0RRORORARCRORGRROGS
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10.2 If no, how does that make you feel about going to school?

9008800088808 5080008438880 50680030 3035858483800 02008000050200035553033930008353553803330353334092308388800038

0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000CE0000000000000000000000000000000RRRERRRR0R0000INRIOIINLGS

10.3 How important would you rate good teacher relationships to your ability
to learn? (Please circle one)

¥ & b 2 2
Not at all Of little Important Fairly important ~ Very important
Important importance

11.  If your culture isn’t Australian , do you think that has an effect on other
people’s attitudes towards you at school?
Don’t know [J Yes [0 No O

12. Do you think that your religion has an effect on other people’s attitudes
towards you at school?
Don’t know [J Yes [0 No O

I’m not religious O

Section 2.

In this section I want to find out about what you think about getting an education.

1. How important do you think an education is?

b w ¥ & &
Not at all Of little Not sure/ Important Very important
important importance Don’t know

2. Do you have any idea of the type of job you would like?
Don’t know [] Yes [ No 0O

3. Do you believe that you could get the job you would like without an

education?  Don’t know [] Yes [ Ne 0O
4. Do you believe that an education will help you to have a better life?
Don’t know [ Yes [1 No 0O
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5. Do you believe that missing school has an effect on your ability to
complete your school work?
Don’t know [ Yes OO No (O
6. Do you think that school is a waste of time?
Don’t know [ Yes [ No O
7. Have you ever sought advice at school about possible careers?
Don’t know [ Yes [ No O
8. What year level do you hope to continue school until? I:I
9. Is there anything you would like to be learning at school that you are not

now? (Please give details)

10.  If you were allowed to take part in the designing of the curriculum would
that make you want to go to school more?

Don’t know [ Yes O No [O

11.  Can you tell me what your greatest concern for the future is?

0000000000000 08000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000c
08883858080 88080089000883009083080808008308088s0s 2000822208005 2000020000000040800680880850082080a

essccsse 6sscsssscssccse 000000000000 0000000000000000800000000000000000 e0ecssccsssnssesnsscnces

Section 3.

In this section I want to know the reasons why you are absent from school and what
you do when you miss school.

1. When you are absent from school is it usually:
Pre-planned OO On the spur of the moment O
Or a combination of both O
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Appendix 4.2

Findings
Student Interview Schedule
Socio-demographic details

1. Age.
Age 15 16 17
Responses 4 8 1
Year Level All respondents were in year 10
2. Gender. Male 9 Female 4
3. How many brothers and sisters do you have?
No. of Siblings 0 1 2 3 5 6 7
No. of Responses 1 4 2 1 1 3 0 1
3.1 What are their ages?

Siblings ranged from two years of age to twenty eight years. With most siblings falling in the
age range of 5 — 15.

Position in family Oldest Child Between youngest & oldest | Youngest Child
No. of Responses 5 5 2
3.2 Have any of your brothers or sisters left school?
Yes 6 No 6

33 What age/s were they when they left school?

20/16/16,18 /16,17 / On completion of TAFE / Uncertain of age
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4. Were you born in Australia?
Yes 10 No 3
4.1 Were your parent/s born in Australia?
Both in Australia | One Overseas/One Both Overseas
Australia
No. of Responses 2 3 8
4.2 Is English your first language?
Yes 7 No 6
4.3 If no, what language is spoken at home?

The languages spoken were Lebanese 3, Turkish 1, Croatian 1 and Bosnian 1

S. What suburb do you live in?
Suburb No.
St. Albans 7
Delahay 2
Deer Park 2
Keilor Downs 1
Kealba 1
5.1
Who do you live with?
Parents 13 Grandparents 0
Friends 0 Other relatives 0
No one I’m homeless 0
Other (please SPECILY) ccecesercascraccecsisisnssisssssasssasonsusassassassssmsassvassvasespsnis
5.2 What type of housing do you live in?
Own or buying 11 Public housing 0
Rented house 1 Don’t know/not sure 1
5.3 How many places have you lived in, in the past 5 years?
No. of Places 1 2 3
No. of Responses 8 3 1
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Appendix 4.3
Chart 11
Family Reasons for Unexplained/Unapproved Absences by No. of Responses

No. of Responses

My parent/s My parent/s Fightsat I'mneeded Religious Nomoney Nomoney No money
is/are at never find home to help at events for lunch for books  for clothes
work out home

Other
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Appendix 4.4

Chart 12
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No. of Responses

School Reasons for Unexplained/Unapproved Absences by No. of Responses

Appendix 4.5
Chart 13

| get bullied
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| dislike the
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No. of Responses

Appendix 4.6
Chart 15
Reasons Why Parents Would Let Their Child Stay Home by No of Responses.
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No. of Responses.

Appendix 4.7
Chart 16
What Students do When Not at School by No. of Responses
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