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that r P r might be used by its readers to map elements of their identity and to function

in the maintenance of their culture.













































Table 2: Items from October-November 1998 edition of TPT used in the
team editorial/lay-out exercise.

Headline Col.
Headline Content size Cms. | Placement
(1) (2) (3) 4 (&)
Australia-based:
1| Australia:  richness in | The launching of an exhibition, which 2cm. 50.5 Page |
diversity showcases the achievements and contributions B
made by various ethnic groups to the Australian
society
2| Australia urged to support | A call for Australia to support ASEAN efforts in 1 cm. 36 Page 2
ASEAN dealing with the economic turmoil facing most B
ASEAN members.
3| PM Howard shuns racial | Report on PM’s statement regarding racial 1 cm. 50 Page 2
discrimination discrimination and intolerance made during the N
Australian exhibition “Richness in diversity”
4| LOTE award discriminates | Criticism of Hong Lim, MLA, Clayton about the 0.75 cm. 27 Page 2
against many community | decision of the state gov’t. to limit the 1998 B
languages Languages Other Than English (LOTE) award to
only 8 langauges.
51 Ati-Atihan in St. Kilda Participation of a Filipino cultural dance group 1.5cm. 34 Page 3
in the City of Port Melboumne’s Garden and N
Multicultural Festival.
6| When beauty and charity | The candidates for the Miss and Mrs. 1 cm. 63 Page 4
mix Philippines Victoria and schedule of activities of N
the pageant.
7} Seminar for news arrived | Report on the Post Arrival Migration Seminar, 1 cm. 40 Page 13
Filipinos held which was attended by newly arrived migrants. N
Philiipine-based:
1 A world champ in a | A Norfolk Island-based Filipino, who is world Icm. 72 Page 6
sport alien to Filipinos champion lawn bowler travels to Philippines to N
conduct clinics and give tips on the game.
2 RP to float ‘Erap bonds’ | Floating bonds named after the president of the 0.5cm. 18 Page 6
next year Philippines to support agriculture, housing, N
health and education.
3 RP files diplomatic | Philippines’ protest on the continued intrusion 0.75 cm. 14 Page 6
protest vs China of China in the Spratlys Island. B
4 Coming soon: Theme | A proposed construction of theme parks to boost 1 cm. 44 Page 6
parks at Subic freeport the country’s tourism and provide facilities for N
people on modest incomes.
5 Cardinal back in the | Recovery and discharging from hospital of 1 cm. 30 Page 7
‘House of Sin’ Jaime Cardinal Sin, Manila’s Catholic B
Archbishop.
6 ‘Loleng’ fatalities reach | Damages caused by typhoon ‘Loleng’. 1 cm. 24 Page 7
199 in Bicol N
7 Philippine Airlines | Philippine Airlines returns to operation after a 1.5 cm. 70 Page 8
returns to foreign skies month of hibernation; international routes, B
financial and management status discussed.
8 | Viagra a mix of sex, | Uses and effects of viagra taken from lectures 0.75 cm. 60 Page 11
drugs and politics and interviews given by Dr. Peter Ellis, the head B
of the research team that discovered the drugs.
Feature articles:
1 “Pakikipagkapwa-tao™: Discussion of a Filipino trait and characteristic. 1 cm. 162 Page 14
The spirit behind | (“Pakikipagkapwa-tao  means  sense  of N
Filipino social | humanity).
relationship
2 Family relations: What | Report on outcomes of the Family Health and 1 cm. 112 Page 15
is the youth response? Development Program, attended by 12 to 19 N
year olds and their parents.
3 The Filipino migrant | Report on the Filipino fiesta, and_lhe Fi}ipino 1.5 cm. 126 Page 18
community in the | community in relation to an Australian setting.
Australian milieu ‘ =
(1) Headline of news item as it appeared in the October-November 1998 edition of TPT.
(2) Brief summary of what the news item was about.
(3) The size of headline in centimetres; B-Bold font, N-Ngrmal font. _ .
(4) The space occupied by the news item in column centimetres. One column of 7PT is equal to 4-cm width, except for the
which is 5 cm.
(5) ’?;S: s:g: ‘whelre the news story appeared in the October-November 1998 edition of 7PT.
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Table 3: Some basic information about respondents.

No. of
Team/ years
Respondent | Gender | living in Highest educational level Occupation
Australia
Team I
Respondent A | Male 4 BS Commerce Computer officer
Respondent B | Female 10 BS Commerce Senior accounts officer
Respondent C | Male 4 BS Computer Engineering Computer analyst
Team II
Respondent D | Male 7 BS Commerce Tax auditor
Respondent E | Female 6 BS Nursing Registered nurse
Respondent F | Male 9 BS Mechanical Engineering | Production worker
Team III
Respondent G | Male 21 BS Commerce Postal services officer
Respondent H | Female 29 BS Nursing Registered nurse
Team IV
Respondent] | Male 10 BS Electrical Engineering Telecommunication Technician
RespondentJ | Female 10 BS Nursing Registered nurse
Team V
Respondent K | Male 15 Post secondary Forklift operator
Respondent L | Female 28 BS Nursing Registered nurse

Respondents are residents of Altona (1), Brunswick (4), Ferntree Gully (2), Kew (2),
Laverton (1), and Wantirna (2). Of all these suburbs, Brunswick has been identified as
one where most Filipinos live (Rasmussen 1991).

Respondents came from different sub-cultures in the Philippines and therefore
spoke different Filipino languages or dialects. Eight speak the language Ilocano, in
addition to the Philippine national language “Pilipino”, which respondents refer to as
“Tagalog” (henceforth, the term Tagalog shall be used). Most of the respondents
reported speaking their regional languages at home but English was regularly used
especially with children born in Australia. Respondents reported trying to teach their
children to speak their regional languages or dialects, with variable success. There was

even more difficulty in teaching their children the national language because they

themselves seldom use it even in the Philippines.
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Table 4: Preferred order of reading types of news in TPT.

Types of news items

Order of Preference

First | Second | Third
News about the Philippines 11
News about Australia 2 1
News about the Filipino community in Australia 6 3
Business guide 2
Notices/advertisements of forthcoming events of
Filipino clubs, organisations, groups 2

Government advertisements

Entertainment news from the Philippines

Others — any of the above that interests me

NI =] =] —

In the same questionnaire, respondents were asked to rate the news types contained in

TPT in terms of perceived adequacy of coverage. Table 5 shows that majority of the

respondents rated 7PT as “good” in all types of news.

Table 5: Rating of TPT by type of news items.

Rafing
Types of news items Very Very
poor | Poor | Good good

News about the Philippines 1 1 9 1
News about Australia 4 8
News about the Filipino community in
Australia 2 8 2
Business guide 1 10 1
Notices/advertisements of forthcoming events
of Filipino clubs, organisations, groups 5 6 1
Government advertisements 2 10
Entertainment from the Philippines 4 8
Special in-depth articles on Filipinos, Filipino
values/traditions 2 10

Given the criticisms outlined above, it would have been expected that respondents

would have rated all aspects of the newspaper as “poor” or “very poor”. The opposite

seemed to have been the case considering that only the “news about the Philippines”

had a “very poor” ratin
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Table 6: Profile of news items chosen by editorial teams

Team | Australia-based news stories | Philippine-based news stories | Features
I 3 4 3
II 5 4 1
11 2 5 3
v 2 6 2
v 3 4 3

For the front page story, Teams II, IV, and V decided to have a Philippine-based
news story for their version of 7PT. Team I decided to have an Australia-based news
story, while Team III decided on a feature. Table 7 shows the front page news chosen

by each team.

Table 7: Page 1 story chosen by editorial teams

Placement Original
Team News story Headline in headline
size TPT* size**

1 PM Howard shuns racial discrimination L 2 S
11 “Loleng” fatalities reach 199 in Bicol L 7 S
I Family relations: what is the youth response? L 15 S
v Philippine airlines returns to foreign skies L 8 L
\Y% Philippine airlines returns to foreign skies L 8 L

* Page on which news item appeared in the 24-page October-November 1998 edition of TP7T.
** Based on headline height: 1 cm and less = “small”’; more than 1cm = “large”

The table indicates that the front page news items chosen by the editorial teams were
from the “inside” pages of the original 7PT edition - not one of the teams chose 7PT’s
front page story. The table also indicates that teams IV and V chose the same
Philippine-based news story. It is also worth noting that four of the five teams chose
items originally placed well back in TPT and Team III put an item from Page 15 on
their front page. In terms of headline size, all teams used large because the news

stories chosen were on page one, although in the original 7PT, the front page stories of

Teams I, II and III had small headlines.
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While it is understood that respondents were not really editors (nor journalists)
and had only scant knowledge of editing and lay out, from the results of the exercise, it
was apparent that they did not want their individual newspaper pages to contain stories
exclusively about the Philippines or Australia. This was manifested in editorial teams’
decisions to “combine” Philippine-based news stories, Australia-based news stories

and features on some or all Pages 2 to 4. Table 8 indicates the items chosen for Page 2.

Table 8: Page 2 stories chosen by editorial teams in order of priority

Placement | Original

Team News stories Headline in headline
size PT™* size**
I 1 | Philippine airlines returns to foreign skies S 8 L
2 | Seminar for newly arrived Filipinos held S 13 S
3| RP to float “Erap bonds” next year S 6 S
Il 1 | Cardinal back in the “House of Sin” L 7 S
2| Seminar for newly arrived Filipinos held S 13 S
3| LOTE award discriminates against many community S 2 S
languages
[T | 1| “Pakikipagkapwa-tao™: the spirit behind Filipino social L 14 S
relationship
2| The Filipino migrant community in the Australian L 18 L
milieu
3 | Philippine airlines returns to foreign skies L 8 L
IV | 1| RP files diplomatic protest vs China S 6 S
2| “Loleng” fatalities reach 199 in Bicol L 7 S
3| Seminar for newly arrived Filipinos held S 13 S
\Y% 1 | Australia urged to support ASEAN L 2 S
2 [ RP files diplomatic protest vs China L 6 S
3 | Seminar for newly arrived Filipino held L 13 S

*  Page on which news item appeared on the 24-page October-November 1998 edition of TPT.
** Based on headline height: 1 cm and less = “small”; more than lcm = “large”

Four teams (Teams [, II, IV and V), placed the Australia-based news story “Seminar
for newly arrived Filipinos held” on page two of their “newspapers”. Interestingly this
news story was on Page 13 of the original 7PT. Table 8 also indicates that there was
little agreement among the teams regarding Page 2 contents, although Teams IV and V

and Teams I and III had one similar news story - “RP files diplomatic protest vs
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Table 9: Page 3 stories chosen by editorial teams in order of priority

Placement | Original
Team News stories Headline in headline
size TPT* size**
I 1| The Filipino migrant community in the Australian L 18 L
milieu
2 | Australia urged to support ASEAN L 2 S
3 | Family relations: what is the youth response? S 15 S
II 1| “Pakikipagkapwa-tao”: the spirit behind Filipino social S 14 S
relationship
2| Australia urged to support ASEAN S 2 S
3 | Coming soon: theme parks at Subic freeport S 6 S
III | 1| “Loleng” fatalities reach 199 in Bicol L 7 S
2 | PM Howard shuns racial discrimination L 2 S
3| RP to float “Erap bond” next year L 6 S
IV | 1| The Filipino migrant community in the Australian L 18 L
milieu
2 | Cardinal back in the “House of Sin” S 7 S
2| LOTE award discriminate against many community S 2 S
languages
V| 1| “Pakikipagkapwa-tao”: the spirit behind Filipino social S 14 S
relationship
2 | Family relations: what is the youth response? S 15 S
3| “Loleng” fatalities reach 199 in Bicol L 7 S

* Page on which news item appeared in the 24-page October-November 1998 edition of 7PT.
** Based on headline height: 1 cm and less = “small”; more than lcm = “large”

In terms of headline size, it seemed that most of the teams’ decisions were in
“agreement” with the original TPT, except for Team III who seemed to follow an
“editorial policy” entirely opposite from 7PT’s. Team I decided to make a distinction
between its two features on Page 3 by putting a large headline on “The Filipino
migrant community in the Australian milieu” and a small headline on “Family
relations: what is the youth response”. This distinction was in “agreement” with the
headlines used on the original 7PT. The headline size used by Teams II, IV and V on
their features were also in agreement with the headlines used on the original 7PT.
Teams I, IV and V “laid out” one feature on page four of their “newspapers”.

Team I decided to lay out the feature “Pakikipagkapwa-tao: the spirit behind Filipino

45



social relationship”; Team IV decided on “Family relations: what is the youth
response?”’; Team V decided on “The Filipino migrant community in the Australian
milieu”. Team II’s decision to place the news story “When beauty and charity mix”
on Page 4 coincided with the placement of the news story on the original 7P7. The

news stories chosen by editorial teams for Page 4 of their “newspaper” are shown in

Table 10.

Table 10: Page 4 stories chosen by editorial teams in order of priority

Placement | Original
Team News stories Headline in headline
size TPT* size**
[ 1| “Pakikipagkapwa-tao”: the spirit behind Filipino S 14 S
social relationship
2| RP files diplomatic protest vs China S 6 S
3| Viagra a mix of sex, drugs and politics S 11 S
I1 1 | When beauty and charity mix S 4 S
2| Ati-atihan in St. Kilda S 3 S
3| A world champ in a sport alien to Filipinos S 6 S
III | 1| Coming soon: theme parks at Subic freeport L 6 S
2| RP files diplomatic protest vs China L 6 S
3| Australia urged to support ASEAN L 2 S
IV | 1| Family relations: what is the youth response? L 15 S
2| Viagra a mix of sex, drugs and politics S 11 S
3| A world champ in a sport alien to Filipinos L 6 S
\Y 1| The Filipino migrant community in the Australian S 18 L
milieu
2 | Cardinal back in the “House of Sin” L 7 S
3| LOTE award discriminates against many community L 2 S
languages

* Page on which news item appeared on the 24-page October-November 1998 edition of TPT.
** Based on headline height: 1 cm and less = “small”; more than lem = “large”

In terms of headline size, Teams I, IV and V treated their features differently - while
Teams I and V used a small headline over their chosen feature, Team IV used a large
headline. The headline size used by Teams I, and II on all their Page 4 news stories

were in “agreement” with headline size used by 7PT on the news stories. Team III
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30. Which television channel do you watch most often? (You can check more than one)

.... Channel 2
.... Channel 7

.. Channel 9
..... Channel 10
..... SBS

.. Others (please specify):

......................................................

Please list your three favourite television programs:

...................................................................
...................................................................

...................................................................

31. Do you watch Filipino films featured on SBS?
..... Regularly ..... Sometimes ... Never

Please state reason fOr YOUT @anSWET: ...........ocuvreirenennrirenrinreneernaenaeennennnn

...................................................................................................

...................................................................................................

32. Do you watch the Filipino news program in SBS (6:30 AM every Sunday)?
..... Regularly ..... Sometimes .....Never

Please state reason fOr YOUr @NSWET: .......c.ouiuiniininininerenrerieeanennienaieenenenes

...................................................................................................

..................................
.................................................................

33. Do you listen to the radio?
..... Regularly ..... Sometimes .....Never

Please state which station/s:

................
.......................................................
.....................................................................

......................................................................
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