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destined for Japan, and across the country the slogan ‘No Scrap for the Jap’ started
appearing on the wharves.'®® In October 1937 waterside workers in Fremantle refused
to load a Japanese whaling ship with coal; that same month Geelong wharfies refused
to load wheat for Japan; in January 1938, Sydney waterside workers refused to load
metal; in February, Port Adelaide members voted in favour of an embargo; and in
April, Melbourne waterside workers refused to load scrap iron on two ships destined

for Japan.'"” In a growing climate

of political polarity where

Australian  governments were

=1 being increasingly perceived by

those on the Left to be supporting

the growth of fascism, these
actions provoked a strong
response  from the Lyons

Government. Its response was to

threaten to invoke the Transport

s 2 ?"T | A ’ i
4 2" il STy Workers’ Act in those ports

T WONTHERES NOTHING KALF SOSWELT NUFE AS LS.2o.* | where these actions  were

occurring. The under-prepared and still largely disorganised Federal body,'”' fearing
an all-out attack similar to the reprisals during the strikes of 1928, intervened and the
Executive instructed their members in Sydney and Melbourne to resume work on the
disputed cargoes'’””. The strength of feeling at the grass-roots level of the union,
however, brought these events to a head in November 1938 when Port Kembla
waterside workers, led by Communist Ted Roach - in defiance of the Federation
Committee of Management’s re-stated directives to work cargo - refused to load the

173

Dalfram with its load of scrap iron destined for Japan. '~ After much discussion,

particularly between the Communists at Port Kembla and the Federal Executive, the

168 Articles in the Maritime Worker on this issue included such titles as ‘The Growth of Fascism’ April 1938’; ‘What Spain
Means to You’, April 1938; ‘Who Dictates our Foreign Policy? Our Actions Correct’, June 1938; ‘Japan Drives to
World War: The Danger to Australia’ September 1938.

199 Mallory, G. (1999) ‘The 1938 Dalfram Pig-Iron Dispute and Wharfies’ Leader, Ted Roach’, presented in a paper to ‘On the
Waterfront: Union Gains and Struggles 1890-1998° a conference organised by the Sydney Branch of the Australian
Society for the study of Labour History, Sydney University, 20 February, 1999: p 10.

170 Beasley, M. (1996) op cit: p106.

7! Mallory argued that in Ted Roach’s belief the Federal Committee of Management still had a large conservative element from
the union’s post 1928 period. It was this element who were reluctant to engage in any militant action. See Mallory, G.
(1999 opcit: p 11.

172 Beasley, M. (1996) op cit: p 106.
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[ — ) : T .
Picture
Masthead from April iLQSS edition of
the Matitimee Wigrker.
IS — | asssm—
Picture 2:
Masthead from June 1944
edition of the Magitimee Worker.



Picture 3:
Front page from first edition - April 1938.
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Picture 4:
Page 2 - April 1938.

148



Picture 5:
Page 3 - April 1938
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Picture 6:
Page 4 - April 1938.
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Picture 7:
Page 5 - April 1938.
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Picture 8:
Page 6 - April 1938
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Picture 9:
Page 7 - April 1938
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Picture 10:
Page 8 - April 1938
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Picture 11:
Page 9 - April 1938
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Picture 12:
Page 10-April 1938
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Picture 13:
Page 11 - April 1938
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Picture 14:
Page 12-April 1938.
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Picture 15:
Page 1- December 1941,
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Picture 16:
Page 2 - December 1941
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Picture 17:
Page 3 - Dec. 1941
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Picture 18:
Page4-Dec. 1941.
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Picture 19:
Page 5 - Dec. 1941.
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Picture 20:
Page 6-Dec. 1941.

164



Picture 21:
Page7-Dec. 1941.
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Picture 22:
Page 8 - Dec. 1941
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Picture 23:
The Future of Labor? - March 1941.
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Picture 24:

Masthead from the Maritime Vigilante - August 1957.
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Picture 25:
Telegram from British un-
ion leaders Tom Mann and

Ben Tillet.

Maritime Worker - June
1938



Picture 26:
Watersider - May 1957.
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Picture 27:
Timber Worker - June 1913.
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