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essential if Australia were to survive this perceived threat. This debate raised questions
of the democratic right to express dissent against Government decisions and what
constituted legitimate dissent at a time of high international tensions. These themes will

be explored in the following chapters of this thesis.
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conscription in 1916-17 was not lost on the Menzies Government. Shortly after the
Congress ended, the Menzies Government introduced the Communist Party Dissolution

Act which sought inter alia to undermine any potential opposition to its plans.
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