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You are an opbimist, saying that I 'can place (my rejected story)

Dear John McLaren,

elsewhere', There are so few outlets - I am only glad thet OVERLAUD is ‘
continuing; thank goodness for that. I will continue to send you stories -
I encloge a pome for noWe. I aih re awriting'\ib%he story that just came

back - I guite agree that the point of view goes askew, and aw remwrlting it
now from Julie'ls point of view alone; it reads much better, This is a
story imwhich Dr, irray-Smith was interested; he had me vorking at it

through most of last year! So, - uwhen I finish this session with it,
I may ~—= inflict it on you yet agaln : you do say it _has an 'engaging
quality'. (zoula it be all right to send it again?
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E-=d-sh 1t could be more ouephep %urray—Smlth, in the short

time I was sending stories to QVqﬁLkMQ was just so helpful to me, not

only in his actual advice, bub in the boosﬁ it gave my frail self-confidence
that he apparently bthought my work ‘'‘promising' enough to take time to write
to me about it (2 pages one letter : how I treasure that onel),

Which brings me back to the s%morlal Fund, and its dbjectivesf
Please, do not forﬂet the older‘new’ wrlDE¢S, like mel Meny of us are
women returning to writing eFLOFts {or dreams of writing) abandoned in
our . younger days, for Va lous reasonse I come in the former cabegory;
I was supposed to have a 'promising fubure' as a writer - so I was told BY
obher writers. But I never believed in thal, or in myself, I guess;
egpecially after 'doing English Literature! at Queensland Uﬁivnvsity (no
Australian literature recognised th lere, at that time, and who was I to try

to soeribble when Shakespeare e.g. had said it all?) I think, looking
back, that marris gey 8 famlly, work/teaching were all just the excuses
for opbing out of writing.

Anyway, here I am again, trying to fulfil the supposed Toromise!

of my youbth, but hearing times w&rﬂed,ghaglot hovering very near, That

is why I ask : please do nob zoﬂﬁegﬁlﬁq%ﬁétémeration of the ifemorisl Fund,

The youngsr writers have time, at least, on their side - and doesn't it

take timel {:fg, a novel, six months with Penguin, recommended for

;ubTicat%cﬁ by their fbad:rs, rewritten as suggested by those readcrs, and,

then after ell thet rejected with a brief suggestion that I find ‘a loc%;;)

publisgher?, Hore work on it, over months (wnen once recovered from deep

despair); its submission to U.Q.Press who find-it- 'interesting', and have
_glven it o their readers; seven monbhs they have had it, and I do not dare

N”ﬁoi%nmuigéj Believe me, you need to start y-o-u-n-g, to survive the
time barrier alone} So please, give worthy 'oldies' a go in yourplanned
new-writers' supplements : there must be more iMasters, Jolleys, and Olsens
out there, sllenced, I don't compare myself to these three, bub feel I
have some talent and something to say - and it is really hard to break
through into publication. I have read that both iesters and Jolley were

often on the point of despair over this same issue,

Anyway - best of luck. Oh, I nearly forgot : I will also enclose
gggéggMggﬁrev1ews I have written. I have written quite a few of these for
SCOFE, the Queensland paper of the “AJ(é) will enclose just twdor three as
an example. Do you think that I ogégaéo reviewing for OVERL 1hu3 on the

gtrength of this work? I enclos S.A.EM for your replys 5% E A

Yours sincerely, ~

BEITY BL R&&Q"‘

[




