
The Importance of Cultural and Economic Influences 
Behind the Decision to Attend Higher Education

This is the Accepted version of the following publication

Bowden, Mark P and Doughney, James (2012) The Importance of Cultural and
Economic Influences Behind the Decision to Attend Higher Education. Journal 
of Socio-Economics, 41 (1). pp. 95-103. ISSN 1053-5357  

The publisher’s official version can be found at 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.socec.2011.10.003
Note that access to this version may require subscription.

Downloaded from VU Research Repository  https://vuir.vu.edu.au/9370/ 



 
 Model 1 Model 2 

Independent variable Coef Prob Coef Prob 

Constant 0.23 

(0.09) 

0.012 -2.71 

(0.35) 

0.000 

English not spoken at home 0.98 

(0.13) 

0.000 0.71 

(0.15) 

0.000 

Socio-Economic Status (SES) 0.62 

(0.14) 

0.000 0.19 

(0.16) 

0.215 

Gender 0.53 

(0.11) 

0.000 0.55 

(0.13) 

0.000 

Views of Parents   0.57 

(0.06) 

0.000 

Student attends an independent 

school 

  0.56 

(0.23) 

0.014 

Student attends a Catholic 

school 

  0.55 

(0.16) 

0.000 

Views of Teachers   0.40 

(0.05) 

0.000 

Losing friends   -0.20 

(0.06) 

0.000 

Only for the wealthy   -0.21 

(0.05) 

0.000 

Internet    0.74 

(0.18) 

0.000 

 


